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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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"��=�3����!� Barn at Benington Park Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire
In March 2017 AS carried out historic building recording of a barn at Benington Park Farm, 
Benington, Hertfordshire.  The building recording was conducted in order to fulfil part of a 
condition of planning consent to demolish a Dutch barn and second ancillary building, 
convert the barn to three residential dwellings and construct three cart lodges (East Herts EC 
Planning Ref. 3/14/1677/FP). The current recording programme saw the further recording of 
the barn following an appraisal in 2005.  The barn is a substantially historic building of much 
interest and a certain complexity.  The principal phase is of brickwork and outlines a double 
structure, with a threshing barn at one end, complete with wind-eyes and porch, and the 
other forming a probable storage use.  Only one truss partially survives but demonstrates the 
original roof was of queen post form and well-constructed. It is consistent with a date in the 
17th century. 
However, problems of dating arise from the appearance and fabric of the south-east 
elevation that faces the avenues leading to the main house.  A series of blind panels 
incorporate fine red rubbed brick voussoirs which with decorative corbels of similar brick are 
more suggestive of an early 18th century date, a contrast with the relatively crude brickwork 
surrounding.  There may be a tentative suggestion that the entire range is of an early 18th 
century date, but the brickwork in general is more consistent with that earlier date and it may 
be suggested the show façade was rebuilt to provide an entry building (perhaps paired with a 
second on the opposite side of the avenue visible on historic maps) to the rebuilt 18th 
century house. 
The late 19th century and 20th century saw much alteration with the loss of the roof, but 
nevertheless, the barn remains an important survivor and an intriguing historic building.  
Building 2, a Fletton brick and iron range, was added in the earlier 20th century replacing a 
previous range in the same position and Building 3 was added in the 1970s and is of typical 
Atcost type construction. 
���1#,��-��#��<0 #�-7��9= 14th March 2017
��#/ ����7��9�<>?�?@= Y� �����#�7��9�<>?�?@= -�
�4�!�86#�� 2529� � �#�,�-# AS1882�
�"*#��0�*��1#,� Historic building recording
� �#������� Curtilage listed�
����#!����!-���# Barn, empty�
���!!#-�-#/#��*8#!� Residential conversion
�� !�0#����#��<A-��#�= 17th century�
� 5! 0 ,�!��0 !-��<A-��#�= -�
"��=�3����3������
���!�"?�� ��� ,�?���� �� Hertfordshire East Herts Benington 
���?�����0�����#� Hertfordshire HER�
�����,�-#�< 0�9!�7!= SG2 7BU 
��#���0�� �# 170m2

�
� TL 3088 2354 
�# 5�������<8 !?8�B= 105m AOD 
"��=�3��3��������
�� #0� ���#-�6" Alison Tinniswood, Historic Environment Advisor   
���1#,����*#�/ ���?��<��= Tansy Collins�
��!-#-�6" Mr Peter Leach 
������ ��# Barn at Benington Park Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire: 

Historic Building Recording�
������� Collins, T. & Wilson, L.�
�#*����!�4 5366�
���#�<�0��#*���= April 2017�
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SUMMARY 

In March 2017 AS carried out historic building recording of a barn at Benington Park 
Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire.  The building recording was conducted in order to 
fulfil part of a condition of planning consent to demolish a Dutch barn and second 
ancillary building, convert the barn to three residential dwellings and construct three 
cart lodges (East Herts EC Planning Ref. 3/14/1677/FP).  The archaeological 
monitoring and recording will be the subject of a separate report. 

The current programme of work saw the further recording of the barn following an 
appraisal in 2005.  The barn is a substantially historic building of much interest and a 
certain complexity.  The principal phase is of brickwork and outlines a double 
structure, with a threshing barn at one end, complete with wind-eyes and porch, and 
the other forming a probable storage use.  Only one truss partially survives but 
demonstrates the original roof was of queen post form and well-constructed. It is 
consistent with a date in the 17th century. 

However, problems of dating arise from the appearance and fabric of the south-east 
elevation that faces the avenues leading to the main house.  A series of blind panels 
incorporate fine red rubbed brick voussoirs which with decorative corbels of similar 
brick are more suggestive of an early 18th century date, a contrast with the relatively 
crude brickwork surrounding.  There may be a tentative suggestion that the entire 
range is of an early 18th century date, but the brickwork in general is more 
consistent with that earlier date and it may be suggested the show façade was rebuilt 
to provide an entry building (perhaps paired with a second on the opposite side of 
the avenue visible on historic maps) to the rebuilt 18th century house. 

The late 19th century and 20th century saw much alteration with the loss of the roof, 
but nevertheless, the barn remains an important survivor and an intriguing historic 
building.  Building 2, a Fletton brick and iron range, was added in the earlier 20th 
century replacing a previous range in the same position and Building 3 was added in 
the 1970s and is of typical Atcost type construction. 
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historic buildings: a guide to good recording practice� <'%.+=� �!-� ��#� �����#�#-�
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Planning Policy Context 
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,��!�"��0��#��0��-�� �#��7 ����#! !5��!����9����8��!-�����#���,��#-�%4+(98������#�
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Archaeological databases 
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4.1 Topography, geology & soils 
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4.2 Archaeological and historical background 
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Above: The accompanying map from the 1941 Sales particulars showing Benington 
Park Farm as a separate unit, marked in yellow. 
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In March 2017 AS carried out historic building recording of a barn at 
Benington Park Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire. The programme of 
work saw the further recording of the barn following an appraisal in 
2005.  The barn is a substantially historic building of much interest and 
a certain complexity.  The principal phase is of brickwork and outlines a 
double structure, with a threshing barn at one end, complete with wind-
eyes and porch, and the other forming a probable storage use.  Only 
one truss partially survives but demonstrates the original roof was of 
queen post form and well-constructed. It is consistent with a date in the 
17th century. 
However, problems of dating arise from the appearance and fabric of 
the south-east elevation that faces the avenues leading to the main 
house.  A series of blind panels incorporate fine red rubbed brick 
voussoirs which with decorative corbels of similar brick are more 
suggestive of an early 18th century date, a contrast with the relatively 
crude brickwork surrounding.  There may be a tentative suggestion that 
the entire range is of an early 18th century date, but the brickwork in 
general is more consistent with that earlier date and it may be 
suggested the show façade was rebuilt to provide an entry building 
(perhaps paired with a second on the opposite side of the avenue 
visible on historic maps) to the rebuilt 18th century house.  
The late 19th century and 20th century saw much alteration with the 
loss of the roof, but nevertheless, the barn remains an important 
survivor and an intriguing historic building.  Building 2, a Fletton brick 
and iron range, was added in the earlier 20th century replacing a 
previous range in the same position and Building 3 was added in the 
1970s and is of typical Atcost type construction.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

DP 1 

North-east elevation (Building 1:barn), taken from 
the north-east 

 DP 2 

South-east elevation (Building 1: barn), taken from 
the north-east 

DP 3 

South-east elevation of the barn (Building 1) 
showing windows inserted into the former blind 
panels and evidence for a doorway, taken from the 
south-east 

 DP 4 

Detail of the south-east elevation (Building 1: barn) 
showing timber bearer at upper level, taken from 
the south-east 

DP 5 

South-east elevation of the barn (Building 1) 
showing central section with blind panels flanked by 
fine brick corbels, taken from the east 

 DP 6 

Detail of the south-east elevation of the barn 
(Building 1) showing example of a fine brick corbel, 
taken from the east 



DP 7 

South-east elevation (Building 1: barn) showing 
blind panels with blocked apertures, taken from the 
north-east 

 DP 8 

South-east elevation (Building 1: barn) showing 
blind panel with inserted aperture subsequently 
blocked, taken from the south-east 

DP 9 

South-west and south-east elevations of the barn 
(Building 1), taken from the south 

 DP 10 

Sample of brickwork on the south-east elevation of 
the barn (Building 1), taken from the south-east 

DP 11 

South-west elevation of the barn (Building 1), taken 
from the south-west 

 DP 12 

South-west elevation of the barn (Building 1) and 
Building 2, taken from the south 



DP 13 

Detail of a metal-framed casement on the south-
west side of Building 2, taken from the south-west 

 DP 14 

Detail of the south-west elevation of Building 2 
showing Fletton brickwork, taken from the south-
west 

DP 15 

View of Building 2, taken from the west 

 DP 16 

North-west elevation of Building 2, taken from the 
west 

DP 17 

North-east elevation of Building 2 with the porch of 
the barn (Building 1) to the rear, taken from the 
north-west 

 DP 18 

North-east brick jamb of the barn porch (Building 1) 
showing cracked brickwork, taken from the north-
west 



DP 19 

Detail of the north-east brick jamb of the barn porch 
(Building 1) showing timber lintel with empty mortice 
above the brickwork (indicated), taken from the 
north-west 

 DP 20 

North-west elevation of the barn (Building 1) 
showing blocked doorway, taken from the north-
west 

DP 21 

Interior of Building 3 showing concrete Atcost 
construction, taken from the south-west 

 DP 22 

North-east end of Building 3 with the barn to the 
rear (Building 1), taken from the north 

DP 23 

North-west elevation of the barn (Building 1: north-
east end) showing impressions for former ranges, 
taken from the north-west 

 DP 24 

Interior of the northern unit (Building 1: barn), taken 
from the north-east 



DP 25 

Interior of the northern unit (Building 1: barn), taken 
from the south-west  

 DP 26 

South-east wall of the northern unit (Building 1: 
barn), taken from the north 

DP 27 

High-set blocked aperture on the north-west wall of 
the northern unit (Building 1: barn), taken from the 
south-east 

 DP 28 

South-west end of the northern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing iron trusses above the original timber 
binding joist, taken from the north-east 

DP 29 

Detail of the original binding joist in the northern unit 
(Building 1: barn) with empty mortice for a bridging 
joist, taken from the south-east 

 DP 30 

North-west wall of the northern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing boarded door, taken from the south-
east



DP 31 
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 DP 32 
North-west elevation of the barn (Building 1) 
showing entrance to the northern unit, taken from 
the north-west 

DP 33 
Interior of the northern unit (Building 1: barn) 
showing porch and north-west wall with original 
brickwork and wind-eyes, taken from the south 

 DP 34 
North-east wall of the porch (Building 1: barn) 
showing infilled short wind-eyes, taken from the 
south-west 

DP 35 
South-west wall of the porch (Building 1: barn) 
showing infilled wind-eyes, taken from the south-
east

 DP 36 
Detail of the south-west wall of the porch (Building 
1: barn) showing infilled wind-eye, taken from the 
north-east 



DP 37 
South-east wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing infilled recesses in the brickwork for 
former wall posts (indicated), taken from the west 

 DP 38 
Detail of the high-set six-over-six sash window on 
the south-east wall of the northern unit (Building 1: 
barn), taken from the north-west 

DP 39 
Detail of the south-east wall of the northern unit 
(Building 1: barn) showing infilled recess for wall-
post over a timber pad, taken from the north-west 

 DP 40 
North-west wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing infilled wind-eyes and infilled recess 
in the position of a former truss, taken from the 
south-east 

DP 41 
Detail of the north-west wall of the southern unit 
(Building 1: barn) showing infilled wind-eyes and 
infilled recess in the position of a former truss, 
taken from the south-east 

 DP 42 
North-east wall of the southern unit showing high-
set aperture infilled with 20th century Fletton 
brickwork, taken from the south-west 



DP 43 

South-east wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) opposite the porch showing former doorway, 
taken from the north-west 

 DP 44 

Interior of the southern unit (Building 1: barn) 
showing replacement iron roof truss above the early 
fabric, taken from the north-east 

DP 45 

Detail of the surviving original truss (Building 1: 
barn) with inserted upper floor beyond, taken from 
the north-east 

 DP 46 

Detail of the surviving truss (Building 1: barn) at the 
junction with the porch, taken from the east 

DP 47 

Detail of the surviving truss (Building 1: barn), taken 
from the north-east 

 DP 48 

Detail of the southern unit with timber pad and post 
at the junction of the porch with the main body of 
the barn (Building 1), taken from the east 



DP 49 

View of the crane in the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn), taken from the south-east 

 DP 50 

Detail of the surviving truss (Building 1: barn) 
showing pegged wall-post, tie-beam and brace, 
taken from the north-east 

DP 51 

Detail of the surviving truss (Building 1: barn) 
showing wall-post and brace base with pegging and 
assembly mark, taken from the north-east 

 DP 52 

Detail of the surviving truss (Building 1: barn) 
showing wall-post and tie-beam with assembly 
marks, taken from the north-east 

DP 53 

Detail of the surviving truss (Building 1: barn) 
showing tie-beam assembly mark and peg marking 
the position of a former queen post, taken from the 
north-east 

 DP 54 

South-east wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) at the southern end with inserted circular 
aperture and doorway, both now blocked, taken 
from the north-west 



DP 55 
South-east corner of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing inserted apertures and low level 
rendering, taken from the north-east 

 DP 56 
South-west wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing infilled wind-eye with timber block 
and iron tie, taken from the north-east 

DP 57 
South-west wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing infilled wind-eye, taken from the 
north-east 

 DP 58 
South-west end of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing later steel elements presumably to 
hold driveshaft machinery, taken from the south-
east

DP 59 
Detail of the inserted floor in the southern unit 
(Building 1: barn) showing cross-bracing to the 
common joists, taken from the north-west 

 DP 60 
North-west wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing doorway at the southern end infilled 
with modern boarding, taken from the north-east 



DP 61 

View of the southern unit (Building 1: barn), taken 
from the south-west 

 DP 62 

View of the southern end of the barn at upper level 
(Building 1: barn), taken from the north-east 

DP 63 

View of the southern end of the barn at upper level 
(Building 1: barn) showing iron trussed and remains 
of boarded grain bins, taken from the north-east 

 DP 64 

Detail of the folding door enclosing the inserted 
upper floor in the southern unit (Building 1: barn), 
taken from the south 

DP 65 

Detail of the winding mechanism for the crane to 
the inserted upper floor in the southern unit 
(Building 1: barn), taken from the south 

 DP 66 

North-west wall of the southern unit (Building 1: 
barn) showing infilled wind-eyes, taken from the 
south-east 



DP 67 

View of the southern end of the barn at upper level 
(Building 1: barn), taken from the north-east 

 DP 68 

Surviving wall-post of the southern truss (Building 1: 
barn) showing sawn off brace and upper tenon, 
taken from the north-east 

DP 69 

Detail of the surviving wall-post of the southern 
truss (Building 1: barn) showing upper tenon, taken 
from the north-east 

 DP 70 

South-east wall of the southern unit at upper level 
(Building 1: barn), taken from the west 

DP 71 

Detail of the iron truss over the southern unit 
(Building 1: barn), taken from the south-west 

 DP 72 

North-west wall of the barn (Building 1: south end) 
showing a blocked wind-eye viewed from within 
Building 2, taken from the north-west 



DP 73 

Interior of Building 2 showing iron trusses and 
Fletton brickwork to the outer walls, taken from the 
south-east 

 DP 74 

Detail of an iron-framed casement on the south-
west wall of Building 2, taken from the north 

DP 75 

Detail of a timber casement on the north-east wall 
of Building 2, taken from the south-west 

 DP 76 

Detail of the north-west elevation (Building 1: barn) 
showing render to the exterior in the position of 
former ranges, taken from the north-west 

DP 77 

Detail of the north-west elevation (Building 1: barn) 
showing part of a cambered brick arch over the 
entrance to the northern range, taken from the north 

 DP 78 

Detail of the south-east elevation (Building 1: barn) 
showing a cast-iron hatch at the northern end from 
a former boiler, taken from the south-east 



DP 79 

Detail of the south-east elevation (Building 1: barn) 
showing central set of blind panels framed by 
corbels, taken from the south 

 DP 80 

South-west end of the barn (Building 1) showing 
20th century addition, taken from the south-west 

DP 81 

Detail of an outer post to the portal entrance at the 
north-east end of the barn (Building 1), taken from 
the north 

 DP 82 

Detail of the window aperture in the northern unit 
(Building 1: barn) showing heavily played sill, taken 
from the north 

DP 83 

View of the original binding joists in the northern 
unit (Building 1: barn), taken from the north-east 

 DP 84 

View of Building 3 with Building 1 visible beyond, 
taken from the north 
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Fig. 3   John Seller’s map, 1676
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Fig. 4   John Oliver’s map, 1695
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Fig. 5   Dury & Andrews’ map, 1766
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Fig. 6 Andrew Bryant’s map, 1822
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Fig. 7 Tithe map, 1838
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Fig. 8 OS map, 1878

SITE

N

Benington Park Farm, Benington, Herts (P2529)



Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Not to scale

Fig. 9 OS map, 1898
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Fig. 10 OS map, 1923
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Fig. 11 Aerial photograph, 1971
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Fig. 12 Aerial photograph, 1980
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Fig. 13 Aerial photograph, 1990
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