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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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$��:�3��� #�� 77 High Street, Ware, Hertfordshire 

In September 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation at 77 High Street, Ware, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 3570 1430). The 
evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to 
planning permission for the conversion of offices to a residential flat, demolition of 
existing outshot and garage, and the erection of 1No 1-bedroom house and 1No 2-
bedroom house. 

The site is located within Area of Archaeological Significance 177 (AAS No.177) as 
identified on the Local Plan.  AAS 177 encompasses the late Saxon, medieval and 
post-medieval core of Ware, and also extensive prehistoric and Roman remains which 
lay to the west. The site lies on the southern side of the High Street. The standing 
buildings on the site date from the 15th century, with alterations in the 17th, 18th and 
19th century. The buildings are listed Grade II and were the Bell Inn, recorded first in 
1679.

The evaluation recorded a possible pit, F1013, of 17th century date and three late 18th

- 19th century walls (M1016, M1017 and M1018).  A second pit, Pit F1007 contained 
peg tile of 17th – 19th century date. 

���/�*��-+����<4��2-��� =� 05 and 15/09/2016 
���1�������� �<>?�?@=� Y A��������� �<>?�?@=� N
�7���6����� 6526 ,����*�-�� AS 1843 
�8'���4�'��/�*�� An Archaeological Evaluation 
,������+���� Within Area of Archaeological Significance 177 
��������2+�-����� Rear yard and outbuildings 
�2+���-�-�1�2�'6���� Construction of 1No 1-bedroom house and 1No 2-

bedroom house 
3+���4�+������<B-+���=� 17th C pit, Late 18th – 19th C walls 
,����4�*+���4��-��<B-+���=� 17th century assemblage 
$��:�3����3 �����
�����8?�)�����*�?��+����� Hertfordshire East Hertfordshire Ware 
���?�,3��4���+��+� Hertfordshire HER 
�����*�-��<�4� ����=� SG12 9AD 
���+��4������ c.225m2

���� TL 3570 1430 
��������	)�<6��?6+C=� c.34m 
$��:�3��3�� �����
D���4������-��8� HCC HEU 
���/�*����'��1����?��<�	=� Zbigniew Pozorski 
A��-�-��8� Mr Joe Colbourne 
A�22����2�� 77 High Street, Ware, Hertfordshire.  An Archaeological 

Evaluation�
�������� Pozorski, Z. 
��'������7� 5207
)+���<�4���'���=� September 2016 
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SUMMARY 

In September 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation at 77 High Street, Ware, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 
3570 1430). The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a planning 
condition attached to planning permission for the conversion of offices to a 
residential flat, demolition of existing outshot and garage, and the erection of 
1No 1-bedroom house and 1No 2-bedroom house. 

The site is located within Area of Archaeological Significance 177 (AAS 
No.177) as identified on the Local Plan.  AAS 177 encompasses the late 
Saxon, medieval and post-medieval core of Ware, and also extensive 
prehistoric and Roman remains which lay to the west. The site lies on the 
southern side of the High Street. The standing buildings on the site date from 
the 15th century, with alterations in the 17th, 18th and 19th century. The 
buildings are listed Grade II and were the Bell Inn, recorded first in 1679.

The evaluation recorded a possible pit, F1013, of 17th century date and three 
late 18th - 19th century walls (M1016, M1017 and M1018).  A second pit, Pit 
F1007 contained peg tile of 17th – 19th century date. 
�
�
)� ������
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�
%7%� ��� ,�'��6���� ($%0� ��*�+��2���*+2� ,�2������� <�,=� *+����-� ���� +��
+�*�+��2���*+2��1+2�+�����+�����##������,�����9�E+��9�����4��-������<�����
�
!"#$�%&!$F�A���7�%�G�(=7 �����1+2�+������+����-���+ ������*�6'2�+�*�������+�
'2+������ *��-������ +��+*��-� ��� '2+������ '��6������� 4��� ���� *��1������� �4�
�44�*��� ���+�����-����+2� 42+�9� ����-�6�2�������4�+���C���������������+�-��+�+��9�
+�-� �������*������4�%���%H��-���6�������+�-�%���(H��-���6������� <�+���
�������2+��������47�!?$5?$($"?A�=7�
�
%7(� ���� �1+2�+����� �+�� ��-���+ ��� ��� +**��-+�*�� ��� +�� +-1�*�� 4��6�
����4��-������ �����8� ����*�2� �������*� ��1����6���� ����� <���� ���F� -+��-�
(&?$!?($$5�+�-�%(?($%"=�+�-�+����������*��6���4���1�����+�����<�'�*�4�*+����=�
'��'+��-��8��,�<-+��-�%#?%(?($%"=�+�-�+''��1�-��8��������7�����'��/�*��
*��4��6�-� ��� ���� ��+�����-� ���������� 4��� ��*�+��2������� <��4�=� Code of 
Conduct +�- Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation 
<($%&=9� +�-� ���� -�*�6���� Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England�<�����8�($$!=7�
�
%7!� �����1+2�+�����+�6�-����-����6��������2�*+����9��C����9�-+��9�*�+�+*���9�
*��-�����9� �����4�*+�*�� +�-� :�+2��8� �4� +�8� ���1�1���� +�*�+��2���*+2� ��6+����
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2�+�2������������+����-��8�����'��'���-�-�1�2�'6���7����'+���*�2+�9����+�6�-����
���+�2���� ���� '�����*�� ��� +����*�� �4� +�8� 6�-��1+2� +�-� '���H6�-��1+2�
+�*�+��2��87� ��� �+�� +2��� �6'���+��� ��� ��-����+�-� ���� 2�1�2� �4� +�8� '��1�����
����*+����� ��� ���� ����� +�-� +2��� ��� +�*���+����������� ������2-� ��� '�����2�� ���
6����+��� ���� -�1�2�'6���� '��'��+2�� ��� +**�66�-+��� +�8� ���1�1����
+�*�+��2���*+2���6+���������������+��+��4�'��'���-���-�1�2�'6���7�
�
Planning policy context 
�
%7&� ���� �+����+2� �2+������ ��2�*8� A�+6���� � <���A� ($%(=� ��+���� ��+��
������'+�����4������������*���1����6������+���+1�������4�*+�*����*+�����4�������
�������*9� +�*�+��2���*+29� +�*����*���+2� ��� +������*� ��������� +��� �����+��� +�����7�
�������A�+�6�����-�2�1�������+��+�2��-�1�2�'6�����8������������+��'�2�*����
+�-� -�*������� ��+�� *��*���� ���� �������*� ��1����6���� ��*������� ��+�� �����+���
+������ +��� +� ���H�����+�2�� ������*�9� �+ �� +**����� �4� ���� ��-��� ��*�+29�
*�2���+29� �*���6�*� +�-���1����6���+2� ����4���� �4� �����+��� *�����1+����9� +�-�
��*���������+�� ����22�����28�6+�+��-�*�+����6+8���6���6��������*���+�8� �4�
�����+���+������+��� ������6+���+���-� 4��� ���� 2���� ���67� ��������A���:������
+''2�*+������ ��� -��*����� ���� �����4�*+�*�� �4� +�8� �����+��� +����9� ��*2�-���� ����
�������� ��+��6+8����+44�*��-� ���'��'������� ��� ����+����I�� �6'���+�*��+�-� ����
'������+2��6'+*���4�����'��'��+27���
�
%7"� ���� ���A� +�6�� ��� *�����1�� ���2+�-I�� �����+��� +������ ��� +� 6+�����
+''��'��+�����������������4�*+�*�9�����������+���+2��+�6����-�����+��-������+���
+������ <�7�7� 2����-� ���2-����9� �*��-�2�-� 6���6����=� ��28� '��6����-� ���
�C*�'����+2� *��*�6��+�*��� ����� ���� '��2�*� ����4��� �4� +� '��'��+2� ����������
���� *�����1+����� �4� ���� +����7� � ���� �44�*�� �4� '��'��+2�� ��� ���H-�����+��-�
�����+���+������6��������+2+�*�-�+�+����������*+2���4�2����+�-������4�*+�*���4�
���� +����9� ���� ���H-�����+��-� �����+��� +������ �4� -�6�����+�28� �:��1+2����
�����4�*+�*��6+8����*����-���-����/�*����������+6��'�2�*����+����������+��+���
-�����+��-7���������A���+������+���''��������������*+'������1�-��*��4��6�����
�������*� ��1����6���9� ��� ��*��-� +�-� +-1+�*�� ���� ��-����+�-���� �4� �����+���
+������ +�-� ���6+ �� ����� '��2�*28� +1+�2+�2�� ��� +� ��:����6���� �4� -�1�2�'6����
6+�+��6���7��������''�������8�����2-�����+ ������+�6+�����'��'������+������
���������4�*+�*���4�+������+���+�����+�-�����6'+*���4�����'��'��+29�'+���*�2+�28�
������+������+���+��������������2���7�
�
�
&� ������$�����������������
�
(7%� E+��� 2���� ��� ���� ������ ��-�� �4� ���� ��1��� 
�+9� c7! 6� ��� ���� �+��� �4�
����4��-7������������*������,��������*��'��+����6+�8����2-������4��������*�-+���
+�-� ��� �-����4��-� +�� +�� ���+� �4� ��*�+��2���*+2� ,����4�*+�*�� <��7� %##=9�
��42�*����� ���� ����I�� 2����������8�+��+� ��+�����'���� ��� �������+�� ��+-� ��� ����
������+�-�2+����+��+�'���'������6+2���������7��
�
(7(� ���� ����� ��� +���������*� '��'���8� 2�*+��-���� ���� ������ ��-���4� ���������
,�����7��������*+2�6+'�����������'2������*���C���-�-�������+�-�����+�-������
��1��9� ���� +��� ���� ����*+��-� ������ 6�-���� ����-����+2� -�1�2�'6���� �+��
�**����-7��
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9��������	��
�
!7%� E+��� �������+��-�+2�����-�� ������-�� 42��-'2+����4� ���� ��1���
�+9����*��
�����+�����H�+���*������c7%$$6���������������4���������7�����2+�-�����������28�
��� ���� ������ +*����� ���� ����� *�����9����2��� 4��6� ���� ��������� ��1���+� 9� ����
2+�-�������6������+�'28F���+*�����+���������4�0"6��	)�c.""$6���������������4�
��������7��������������24�2����+��c7!&6��	)7�
�
!7(� ���� ��-��28���� ���2���*+2� 4��6+����� �+�� ��+�� �4� ���� 
����� ��-�2+��
��+2 � A��6+����� +�-� ,�+4��-� ��+2 � A��6+����9� 4��6�-� ��� ���� ����+*�����
�����-�<D����������2���*+2�,��1�8�%5#.=7����������������������� �����1��28����
���2��8'��7��������2���������-����������1���+����8'�*+228�2�+68�+�-�*2+8�8������
�+���+228� ����� �����-�+���9� ���2�� ������ ��+���� ���� ����� ,������ +��� 4���28H
-�+�����9� �2����28� +*�-�*� ���� �+��H��*�� <,��2� ,��1�8� �4� ���2+�-� +�-� E+2���
%5.!=7�
�
�
+� �������	�
���	��������������	����<
��
���
�
Prehistoric 
�
&7%� ����
�+�
+22�8�+''�+��� ����+1�������+� 4+1����-�+��+� 4��� ����2�6����
4��6� �+�2����� ��6��� +�-� �1�-��*�� �4� '���������*� �**�'+����� ���  ����� 4��6� +�
��6���� �4� ������ ��� +�-� +����-�E+��7� ��� ��� 2� �28� �+�28� 4+�6���� *�66��������
�C'2����-� ���� ��1��� 4��� �������� +�-� 4������� ��� ���� ������ �4� ���� ����� <D�8+��9�
,�--���G�3+�2���%55.9�(=7�����4������1�-��*���4�2+���������2�6����-+����4��6�
������������������+���������4�-��*����+''�+�����4��6�+���*�+���2+����*2������
'�����28� ����-���� +� ����2�6���� +��+� <����� 3��� 5%&$=7� ���� -��*����
*���+���-�-�6����*�'�����87� ��� ���'�����2����+�� ����������+��+���+�����'���� 4���
������+��4����4����-�9�1�+���1��9� �����������2�6����+��D�+�������c.%( 6��������
������<D�8+��9�,�--���G�3+�2���%55.9�!=7�
�
Roman 
�
&7(� ��6+����6����,�����9�*����*�����
��-���+�-�>�� 9��+��*������*��-�
�����+4��������*��:����� �������4�����*�����8��)7�����+������6+�����������4+���
4��� ���� ����9�*�����-������� ���� ��+-�*������� ���� ��1���c.5#$6� ��� ���������H
����7���������2�6����+''�+�������+1���C���-�-��1�������-+6'�+��+����C�����
������1��9����*���+��+**�66�-+��-��8�*������*�����*�+2 ��+4����1�������'�+��
+�-���1���+22�1��6�<D�8+��9�,�--���G�3+�2���%55.9�!=7�D�8��-���������2�6����
+��+� �1�-��*�� �4� +� '�����2�� ����*����� �+�� ��*��-�-� ����� 4��-�� ��*2�-����
'�����8�+�-�*������4�2+�����6+��-+���<�����0"$$=7�
�
Saxon
�
&7!� E+��� ��6+���-� �**�'��-� ����� ���� "��� *�����8� �)7� �1�-��*�� �4� 2+����
�**�'+������+��+2��������4���-����+�-�����������������������������+��+����4��
��� 4�*��� ��� �������2�H,+C��� '����-7� ����� *��2-� ��� -��� ��� ���� ��1��� *��������
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4+22���� ����� -����'+��� +�-� ��+44�*� ������ ��:����-� ��� ���� ���� �+���+2� 4��-7�	1���
��6�9� ����2�6���� ���6�� ��� �+1�� 6�1�-� *�6'2���28� +�+8� 4��6� ���� ��6+��
�**�'+����� ����� +�-� �+* � ���+�-�� ���� +��+� �����*����� 4��6� D+2-�* � ,������
���+�-��������1���<D�8+��9�,�--���G�3+�2���%55.9�"=7�����-�+2�'�����8�����-��
�+1�������4���-��������'2�������������+���4����������<�����5%!#=9�+����22�+��+�
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The recording revealed several discrete building phases.  The initial phase, of 
fifteenth century date, comprised two separate buildings; a two-gabled jettied 
element with carriageway overlooking High Street, and a structurally separate 
rear range.  They bear similarities of construction, in having plain crown-post 
roofs.  The front element may be related to the adjoining eastern property, 
once considered part of a single inn.  A linking bay, described as a probable 
smoke-bay in the listing, was found not to have performed this function, but 
instead was a sixteenth century unit which linked the two elements, perhaps 
replacing a stair or short gallery. This may also be associated with 
reconfiguration of the interior into smaller chambers and the plastering of the 
roof at collar level.  The application of yellow ochre pigments to the crown 
posts, braces and purlins were also observed as belonging to this phase. At 
least one external wall was also replaced with a new lathed panel infill.   

Some later upgrading belongs to the eighteenth century, when brick stacks 
were inserted, the ceilings lowered and sash windows introduced. During the 
early nineteenth century a single-roofed extension was added to the rear.  
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During the modern period the building has suffered a high level of attrition, 
with the loss of many internal partitions, historic doors and other fixtures and 
fittings. Besides the historic timber-framing, two historic grates and surrounds, 
and associated cupboards survive. 
�
�
�
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Sample section 1A (DP 3): east side, west-north-west facing 
0.00 = 34.09m AOD�
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Description: One possible pit (F1013) of the 17th century date and three late 
18th - 19th century walls (M1016, M1017 and M1018) were present within the 
trench.
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Sample section 2A (DP 10): north side, south-south-west facing  
0.00 = 33.94m AOD�
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Description: Pit F1007 was recorded in the trench section.  It contained peg 
tile of 17th – 19th century date. 
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Table 1: quantification of sherds by context 
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In September 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation at 77 High Street, Ware, Hertfordshire 
(NGR TL 3570 1430). The evaluation was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission for the conversion of offices to a residential flat, 
demolition of existing outshot and garage, and the erection of 1No 
1-bedroom house and 1No 2-bedroom house. 

The evaluation recorded a possible pit, F1013, of 17th century date 
and three late 18th - 19th century walls (M1016, M1017 and M1018).  
A second pit, Pit F1007 contained peg tile of 17th – 19th century 
date.
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Not to scale

Fig. 3 OS map, 1880

77 High Street, Ware, Hertfordshire (P6526)
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