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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) Carried Out An Archaeological Evaluation At The 
Rectory, Scout Hut And Former Learning Trust Facility, St John At Hackney, Lower Clapton 
Road, London E5 0PD (NGR TQ 3502 8510). The Evaluation Was Undertaken As The Initial 
Requirement Of A Planning Condition Attached To Planning Permission For Redevelopment 
To Provide A Mixed Use Development Of New Dwellings, Community Facilities, Semi-Public 
Urban Square, Communal Garden Areas And Alterations To Boundary Treatment Of St John-
At-Hackney Churchyard, With Demolition Of Existing Rectory Building And Outbuilding, Scout 
Hut And Former Learning Trust Facility (Planning Ref. 2012/3345). 

The Principal Potential For The Site Was For Remains Of Medieval And Post-Medieval 
Activity, In Particular For Remains Of The Sites Of The Previous Vicarage And Rectory And 
For Possible Remains Of An Earlier, Larger Parish Burial Ground.   

The Trenches In The Northern Sector Of The Site And The South Western Corner Of The Site  
(Trenches 1 And 7 – 9) Could Not Be Excavated For Practical Reasons.  In The Central / 
Southern Area Of The Site (Trenches 2 – 6) Archaeological Features Were Present In The 
Majority Of Trenches, Excepting Trench 6.  One – Three Features Were Found In Each 
Trench.  The Features Were Principally Discrete Features (Pits).  Two Ditches Were Also 
Recorded.  Over Half The Features Were Undated And The Dated Features Were Post-
Medieval. 

���9�0��$%����!8��#$��� '� March 2017 
���6�������� �!@A�AB'� Y "������C�� �!@A�AB'� Y
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��������#%�$����� Former Learning Trust Facility 
�#%���$�$�6�#�&<���� Mixed Development 
7%���8�%������!D$%���'� Pits And Ditches 
3����8�0%���8��$��!D$%���'� Post Medieval Pottery And CBM 
��$9!6��	$6%��$��
�����2A�/�����0�A��%����� London LB Hackney Hackney 
���A�37��8���%��%�
�����0�$��!�8� ����'� E5 0pd 
���%��8������ ,=+++<E=
���� �>�)*+,�-*.+
��������	/�!<��A<%F'� 15m AOD 
��$9!6����!%�$�#�
1���8������$��2� Historic England Greater London Archaeological Advisory 

Service 
���9�0����&��6����A��!�	'� Zbigniew Pozorski 
"��$�$��2� Thornsett Living Ltd  
"�##����#�� The Rectory, Scout Hut And Former Learning Trust Facility, St 

John At Hackney, Lower Clapton Road, London E5 OPD.  
London Borough Of Hackney.  An Archaeological Evaluation 

�������� Pozorski, Z. 
��&������4� 5355 
/%���!�8���&���'� April 2017 
�
�
�
�
�



��������������������������������	������
�
���������	��������������������������

	������	������������	�������������
�

	����������
�������������
�

���������	
	����
���
����	��
�

�
�
SUMMARY 
�
In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation at The Rectory, Scout Hut and Former Learning Trust Facility, St 
John at Hackney, Lower Clapton Road, London E5 0PD (NGR TQ 3502 
8510; Figs. 1 & 2). The evaluation was  was undertaken as the initial 
requirement of a planning condition attached to planning permission for 
redevelopment to provide a mixed use development of new dwellings, 
community facilities, semi-public urban square, communal garden areas and 
alterations to boundary treatment of St John-at-Hackney churchyard, with 
demolition of existing Rectory building and outbuilding, Scout Hut and former 
Learning Trust facility (Planning Ref. 2012/3345). 

The principal potential for the site was for remains of medieval and post-
medieval activity, in particular for remains of the sites of the previous 
Vicarage and Rectory and for possible remains of an earlier, larger parish 
burial ground.

The trenches in the northern sector of the site (Trenches 1 and 7 – 9) could 
not be excavated for practical reasons.  In the central / southern area of the 
site (Trenches 2 – 6) archaeological features were present in the majority of 
trenches, excepting Trench 6.  One – three features were found in each 
trench.  The features were principally discrete features (pits).  Two ditches 
were also recorded.  Over half the features were undated and the dated 
features were post-medieval. 

It has been agreed with HE GLAAS that a further phase of trenching will be 
undertaken.  It will comprise the excavation of Trenches 1 and 7 - 9 in the 
northern part of the site following demolition, and also the extension of Trench 
6 (Trench 6b) towards the scout hut following demolition (and outside the tree 
root protection area).
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Planning policy context 
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On the basis of the known archaeological evidence, the site has only a low 
potential for Romano-British and Anglo-Saxon remains and a moderate 
potential for early prehistoric archaeology.  The high has a high potential for 
medieval, post-medieval, early modern and modern remains, particularly 
within its southern section and south-western corner.  The site is known to 
have contained The Rectory, which was built in 1705 and demolished in 1956 
to make way for the extant Rectory and the scouts’ hall, as well as the late 
19th century Parish Room.  It also contained a previous Vicarage and is 
judged to be the location of Hackney’s vicarages from at least 1345.  The 
south-western corner of the site in particular has the highest potential for 
significant medieval and post-medieval remains related to the Vicarage and 
the Rectory. 

There is little to suggest that the medieval and later churchyard associated 
with St Augustine’s Church extended into the site itself.  There is no evidence 
to suggest that the churchyard extended north or eastwards beyond the two 
Grade II listed walls, which form the site’s southern and eastern boundaries.  
Furthermore local history sources have also suggested that the walls were 
built in 1707, when the church grounds were enlarged to incorporate part of 
the old vicarage, indicating that the site originally did not immediately adjoin 
the medieval and post-medieval churchyard of St Augustine’s Church. 

Although the church dedicated to St Augustine was constructed c. 1275 to the 
south of the site, medieval burial evidence at Hackney is very limited.  The 
earliest confirmed interment was Robert Stork and Elizabeth, his wife, dating 
from 1416, whilst the oldest gravestone was John Bailiff’s dating from 1641, 
which was sited on the northern side of the old church and close to its aisle.  
This is consistent with the medieval and post-medieval burial practice of 
concentrating burials close to the church, rather than in a peripheral location 
such as the site. 
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Sample section 2A: north-west end, south-west facing
0.00 = 15.85m AOD
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Sample section 2B: south-east end, north-east facing 
0.00 = 15.86m AOD
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Description:  Trench 2 contained Pits F1008, F1010 and F1012.  F1008 
contained CBM. 
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Sample section 3A:  north-west end, south-west facing
0.00 = 15.85m AOD
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Sample section 3B: north-east end, north-west facing
0.00 = 15.76m AOD
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Description: Trench 3 contained Pit F1019. 
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Sample section 4A:  north-east end, north-west facing
0.00 = 15.65m AOD
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Sample section 4B: south-west end, south-east facing
0.00 = 15.84m AOD
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Description: Trench 4 contained Pit F1006.  It contained a post-medieval 
pottery sherd and CBM. 
�
����".++;��%�����I0��0�#%�����&#%��!.4++�F�+4:*D�F�+4.M<'4������%$��<�$��%��#2�
�#�&������$���%�$�%�0��0%6���%��4� ���� 8�##=�
.++5=��%��%� 8��%�#�=�<�$� ��$$����
��������#�2��%�$�������00%����%#=��<%##=�%���#%�=���������0#������4����0���%���$�
&���I<�$��6%#� !.5��� L�.-��� 0�����2'�&�����2� !.G� ,-�'�%��<%#������ !.+-�'�%�$�
�17�!.-);�'4�
�
�
��!�61��� !"���4�,�H�:'�
�

Sample section 5A:  north-west end, south-west facing
0.00 = 15.79m AOD
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Sample section 5B: south-east end, north-east facing
0.00 = 15.76m AOD
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Sample section 6A:  north-west end, south-west facing
0.00 = 15.79m AOD
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Sample section 6B: north-east end, north-west facing
0.00 = 15.79m AOD
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Description: No archaeological features or finds were present. 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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