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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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�����������;�������
��!<�6��%��"�� �
��!<�6���"&�� The Old School, Park Lane, Richmond, London Borough 

of Richmond upon Thames 

In April 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation at 
The Old School, Park Lane, Richmond, London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 
(NGR TQ 1793 7520). The evaluation was commissioned by the Debonair Group and 
was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission for the redevelopment of the site including the conversion and restoration 
of The Old School building to form 5No residential apartments and 90m2 of B1a office 
space and the erection of 3No terraced townhouses with basement accommodation at 
the rear and car parking, landscaping and use of existing vehicular access. 

The site is situated on the Thames terrace gravels and was parkland and gardens 
until 1870 and the construction of the school. Prehistoric finds, mainly Palaeolithic and 
Bronze Age, are widely known from the area. Medieval remains were also recorded 
just 50m away. Therefore the site had a potential for prehistoric and medieval 
archaeological remains. 

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds. 

���4�,��01����=.��60��� >� 12/04/2016
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71���.�1������=C01���>� -
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SUMMARY 

In April 2016 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation at The Old School, Park Lane, Richmond, London Borough of 
Richmond upon Thames (NGR TQ 1793 7520). The evaluation was 
commissioned by the Debonair Group and was undertaken in compliance with 
a planning condition attached to planning permission for the redevelopment of 
the site including the conversion and restoration of The Old School building to 
form 5No residential apartments and 90m2 of B1a office space and the 
erection of 3No terraced townhouses with basement accommodation at the 
rear and car parking, landscaping and use of existing vehicular access. 

The site is situated on the Thames terrace gravels and was parkland and 
gardens until 1870 and the construction of the school. Prehistoric finds, mainly 
Palaeolithic and Bronze Age, are widely known from the area. Medieval 
remains were also recorded just 50m away. Therefore the site had a potential 
for prehistoric and medieval archaeological remains. 

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds. 
�
�
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Conduct 1�0 Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation 
='("*>�1�0���������
��2�Guidelines for Archaeological Projects in Greater 
London ='("&>, ���)1���,�61� Part 3: Fieldwork. 
�
"8%� �����516�1�����1�/�0����0����/���:�1��.1��1����1���1�69�)�����6�:�����
6�,1����:� �D����:� 01��:� ,�1�1,���:� ,��0�����:� �����.�,1�,�� 1�0� ;�16��9� �.� 1�9�
���5�5���� 1�,�1��6���,16� ��/1���� 6�1�6�� ��� ��� ����1����0� �9� ���� )��)���0�
0�5�6�)/���8� ��� 10�;�1��� ��)������1��5�� �1/)6�� �.� 166� 1��1�� ������
1�,�1��6���,16���/1����1���)������1669�����1����0���������0��0:�1�0�1���������
�1����5������������1�0���/1�����.�166�)����0��=��,6���5���.�)1�����5����/����>8�
���� �516�1����� 16��� 1�/�0� ��� ,61��.9� ���� �1����� 1�0� �D����� �.� �D�������
0������1�,�� 1�0� ����������� 1�0� ���,�� 1������ ���� 0������ �.� 1�,�1��6���,16�
���5�516� �.� �����0� 0�)������ 1�0� ���5�5���� ����,������ �.� 1�,�1��6���,16�
�����.�,1�,�8� ���� )��4�,�� 16��� 1�/�0� ��� 1������ ���� �/)1,�� �.� ���� .���01�����
0������)��)��16�����1�9��0����.��0�1�,�1��6���,16���/1���8�
�
Planning policy context 
�
"8*� ���� �1����16� �61������ ��6�,9� B�1/���� � =���B� '("'>� ��1���� ��1��
������)1�����.������������,���5����/������1���15�������.�,1�,����,1�����.�������
�������,:� 1�,�1��6���,16:� 1�,����,���16� ��� 1������,� ��������� 1��� �����1��� 1�����8�
�������B�1�/�����0�6�5�������1��1�6��0�5�6�)/�����9������������1��)�6�,����
1�0� 0�,������� ��1�� ,��,���� ���� �������,� ��5����/���� ��,������� ��1�� �����1���
1������ 1��� 1� ���H�����1�6�� ������,�:� �1 �� 1,,����� �.� ���� ��0��� ��,�16:�
,�6���16:� �,���/�,� 1�0���5����/���16� ����.���� �.� �����1��� ,�����51����:� 1�0�
��,���������1�� ����66�����69�/1�1��0�,�1����/19���/���/��������,���1�9� �.�
�����1���1������1��� ������/1���1���0� .��� ���� 6���� ���/8� ��������B���;������
1))6�,1������ ��� 0��,����� ���� �����.�,1�,�� �.� 1�9� �����1��� 1����:� ��,6�0���� ����
�������� ��1��/19����1..�,��0� ���)��)������� ��� ����1����I�� �/)���1�,��1�0� ����
)������16��/)1,���.�����)��)��168���
�
"8&� ���� ���B� 1�/�� ��� ,�����5�� ���61�0I�� �����1��� 1������ ��� 1� /1�����
1))��)��1�����������������.�,1�,�:�����������1���16��1�/����0�����1��0������1���
1������ =�8�8� 6����0� ���60����:� �,��0�6�0� /���/����>� ��69� )��/����0� ���
�D,�)����16� ,��,�/��1�,��� ����� ���� )��6�,� ����.��� �.� 1� )��)��16� ����������
���� ,�����51����� �.� ���� 1����8� � ���� �..�,�� �.� )��)��16�� ��� ���H0�����1��0�
�����1���1������/��������161�,�0�1�1����������,16���.�6����1�0������.�,1�,���.�
���� 1����:� ���� ���H0�����1��0� �����1��� 1������ �.� 0�/�����1�69� �;��516����
�����.�,1�,��/19����,����0���0����4�,����������1/��)�6�,����1����������1��1���
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�����������������1��/��������������1�:�16�������������5���,6��)1� ������,8���
�
�
'� ����
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;��������	��
�
%8"� ���� ��6�0� ���6��9� �.� ���� 1��1� ��� ,619� �.� ���� 
��0��� �619� B��/1�����
�5��61��� �9� ��1/��� ��15�6�� �.� ���� J�/)���� �1� ���15�6� B��/1����� =-�������
���6���,16� 2��5�9� "$#G>8� ���� ����� 6���� 1�� c8G8&(/��	+� ��� ���� .����� ����1,��
��15�6�� �.� ���� ��1/��8� 2��6�� ��� ���� 1��1� 1���/1��69� �����5�9�0:� ���� ������
,6���� ��� ���� ����� ��� ���� ��5��� �1� � ���6�� �.� ���� ��, 6������ � 1���,�1����:�
0��,����0�1��)��/�1�6����66�0�1���0�6�1/9�1�0���/���1�09����6�:�,�//��69�
�5�����15�6�=2��6�2��5�9��.����61�0�1�0�K16���"$G%>8�
�
�
.� �������	�
���	��������������	�����
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�
*8"� ���� ����� �1�� ����� ���4�,�� ��� 1�� 1�,�1��6���,16� 0�� H�1��0�
1�����/���������))�����.�����)61������1))��516�=��2�'("'>8�������//1�9���

The site contains The Old School, built in 1870 (with 1894 and 1950s 
extensions) in an area that was previously fields.  Finds and features from the 
early prehistoric period onwards are known from Richmond, and area became 
an important centre in the medieval period with the royal palace site. 

Palaeolithic finds are known from the borough and considerable evidence of 
Mesolithic occupation of the higher gravel terrace deposits is known, 
particularly in nearby Richmond Park, where Neolithic artefact concentrations 
have also been found. Bronze Age activity is also largely known from artefact 
finds from the Thames and terrace, artefacts dredged from the Thames 
locally. Prehistoric flints have been found during evaluations nearby at 
Parkshot House and also at George Lane. Sparse Iron Age and Roman 
activity is attested locally, though sparse Roman sherds were found at 
Parkshot House and finds have been made from Richmond Palace. Richmond 
developed in the medieval period with a number of large houses including 
Richmond Palace built by Henry VII, and substantial Tudor remains have 
been investigated at the palace site.  Medieval finds are known throughout the 
historic core area of Richmond.  Twelfth century features and buried 
ploughsoil were found at Parkshot House.  Medieval features and finds are 
also recorded from George Street and Duke Street Baptist Church, as well as 
at the palace site to the north. Post-medieval activity has also been revealed 
by excavations in the area. 
�
*8'� ���� �
���� �1�� ����� ,����6��0� ��� �)01��� ���� )��4�,�� ��)���� 1�0�
)���,�)16� )������16� .��� ���� ����� ��� .��� ��/1���� �.� )���������,� 1,��5��9� 1�0� .���
/�0��516@)���H/�0��516� ��/1���� 1���,�1��0� ����� ����6�/���� � 1�� ��,�/��0:�
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