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Proposed Temporary Internal Access Road, Land at 
Pynesfield, off Tilehouse Lane, Maple Cross, Hertfordshire

In July 2017 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) carried out an archaeological 
trial trench evaluation at Pynesfield, off Tilehouse Lane, Maple Cross, Hertfordshire  
(NGR 502800 190730). The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning permission for the construction of a 
temporary haul road (Three Rivers DC Planning Ref. 17/0560/FUL).  The condition 
required a programme of archaeological work, and was based on the advice of the 
Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team (HCC HEAT).

Trench 6 contained mixed colluvial deposits within its fill, which ranged from pure 
silts to deposits with a high flint component.  The trench is located at the break of 
slope between gently rising ground to the south, east and west.  The current 
ground surface at Trench 6 lies at approximately 45m AOD, with the ground 
cresting at c.48m approximately 250m to the east and c.55m AOD some 200m to 
the west.  The trench is also towards the break in slope for rising ground to the 
south, which reaches a high point of c.63m approximately 175m to the south east.  
The colluvium is likely to have multiple sources from the slopes to the south, east 
and west, and most likely represents multiple erosion events over a prolonged 
period of time.

The evaluation of the corridor of the temporary haul road revealed a modern drain, 
and no archaeological features or finds.  
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SUMMARY

In July 2017 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation at Pynesfield, off Tilehouse Lane, 
Maple Cross, Hertfordshire  (NGR 502800 190730). The evaluation 
was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to 
planning permission for the construction of a temporary haul road 
(Three Rivers DC Planning Ref. 17/0560/FUL).  The condition required 
a programme of archaeological work, and was based on the advice of 
the Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team 
(HCC HEAT). 

Trench 6 contained mixed colluvial deposits within its fill, which ranged 
from pure silts to deposits with a high flint component.  The trench is 
located at the break of slope between gently rising ground to the south, 
east and west.  The current ground surface at Trench 6 lies at 
approximately 45m AOD, with the ground cresting at c.48m 
approximately 250m to the east and c.55m AOD some 200m to the 
west.  The trench is also towards the break in slope for rising ground to 
the south, which reaches a high point of c.63m approximately 175m to 
the south east.  The colluvium is likely to have multiple sources from 
the slopes to the south, east and west, and most likely represents 
multiple erosion events over a prolonged period of time. 

The evaluation of the corridor of the temporary haul road revealed a 
modern drain, and no archaeological features or finds.



Code of Conduct  Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Field Evaluation Standards for Field 
Archaeology in the East of England

Planning policy



c

In considering the archaeological potential of the study area, various 
factors must be taken in to account, including previously recorded 
archaeological sites, previous land-use and disturbance and future 
land-use including proposed development.  The site itself contains no 
previously recorded heritage or environmental assets.  It may however 
have the potential to contain unrecorded assets. 

The proposed development occupies a sizeable area of land and this 
alone serves to increase the probability of some remains of some 
period being present, purely as a random sample of an 
archaeologically rich landscape. 

A narrow range of sites and finds have been recorded for the study 
area in the Historic Environment Record although several of these are 
in the vicinity of the site.  The post-medieval canal and chalk pit 
comprise the only HER records for the site itself but other near-by 
entries include two Saxon or medieval manorial sites a post-medieval 
mill and an Iron Age Roman occupation site. 

From consideration of the geological sequence it is not considered that 
the site has potential for in-situ lower or middle Palaeolithic material.  
The terrace deposit which forms the site geology is the latest in the 
stratigraphic sequence in the formation of the Middle Thames Valley 
and its tributes and reflects a period of downcutting (and thus erosion 
of all previous gravel deposits, including and Palaeolithic occupation 
sites) followed by deposition of reworked gravel (Wymer 1999, fig 



10;6).  It is though likely that the gravel mass will contain some lower 
and/or middle Palaeolithic flintwork. 

For later periods, the site can be considered to have moderate 
potential and it is possible that archaeological deposits of almost any 
period can be expected.

The geophysical survey undertaken over 8.8ha of Land off Tilehouse 
Lane near Denham, Hertfordshire has identified a small number of 
anomalies that may be of a possible archaeological origin.  Their 
amorphous character however may suggest that they are natural and 
related to changes in geology or pedology. 

A linear arrangement of magnetic disturbance of an uncertain origin is 
evident in the central region of the site. 

et al

A number of linear features comprising gullies and ditches were 
recorded along with a single small pit of post medieval or modern date.  
Most of the linear features were undated.  Two were clearly of modern 
date, and one is probably of medieval date.  A second ditch cut a 
spread containing medieval and is of medieval or later date.  A ditch 
and a gully contained one sherd of each of Late Bronze Age pottery 
and very tentatively might date from this period.  Overall a low volume 
of certain or possible archaeological features were revealed.  On the 
basis of these results the archaeological potential of the site is 
considered to be low to moderate. 

c



pro forma

Description:   Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds



Description:   Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds

Description:   Trench 3 contained a modern pipe trench.

Description:   Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds



Description:   Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds

Description:   Trench 6 contained no archaeological features or finds

Description:   Trench 7 contained no archaeological features or finds.  
A ̀feature’ was excavated but it was natural.



Description:   Trench 8 contained no archaeological features or finds

et al A number of linear features comprising 
gullies and ditches were recorded along with a single small pit of post 
medieval or modern date.  Most of the linear features were undated.  
Two were clearly of modern date, and one is probably of medieval 
date.  A second ditch cut a spread containing medieval and is of 
medieval or later date.  A ditch and a gully contained one sherd of 
each of Late Bronze Age pottery and very tentatively might date from 
this period.  Overall a low volume of certain or possible archaeological 
features were revealed.  On the basis of these results the 
archaeological potential of the site is considered to be low to moderate. 
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Pynesfield, Denham, Hertfordshire.  An Archaeological 
Desk-based Assessment

Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England,

Pynesfield, Hertfordshire.  An 
Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation.

Legend for the 
1:250,000 Soil Map of England and Wales.

Tilehouse Lane, Denham, Hertfordshire.  A 
Geophysical Survey.   



Site name and address: Proposed Temporary Internal Access Road, Land at Pynesfield, off 
Tilehouse Lane, Maple Cross, Hertfordshire.   

County:  Hertfordshire District:  Three Rivers 
Village/Town:  Parish:  
Planning application 
reference: 

Three Rivers DC Planning Ref. 17/0560/FUL

Client name/address/tel: Harleyford Aggregates Ltd 
Nature of application: Temporary haul road 
Present land use: Agriculture
Size of application area: 
c.m2

Size of area investigated 
m2  

NGR (8 figures):

Site Code: AS 1877 
Site director/Organisation: Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Type of work: Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation  
Date of work: 17 – 19 July 2017 
Location of finds/Curating 
museum:

Three Rivers 

Related SMR Nos: Periods represented: None 
Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  - Pynesfield, Denham, Hertfordshire.  An Archaeological 

Desk-based Assessment
Pynesfield, Hertfordshire.  An 

Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation.
Tilehouse Lane, Denham, Hertfordshire.  A 

Geophysical Survey.
Summary of fieldwork 
results:

In July 2017 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation at Pynesfield, off Tilehouse Lane, 
Maple Cross, Hertfordshire  (NGR 502800 190730). The evaluation 
was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to 
planning permission for the construction of a temporary haul road 
(Three Rivers DC Planning Ref. 17/0560/FUL).  The condition required 
a programme of archaeological work, and was based on the advice of 
the Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team 
(HCC HEAT). 

Trench 6 contained mixed colluvial deposits within its fill, which ranged 
from pure silts to deposits with a high flint component.  The trench is 
located at the break of slope between gently rising ground to the south, 
east and west.  The current ground surface at Trench 6 lies at 
approximately 45m AOD, with the ground cresting at c.48m 
approximately 250m to the east and c.55m AOD some 200m to the 
west.  The trench is also towards the break in slope for rising ground to 
the south, which reaches a high point of c.63m approximately 175m to 
the south east.  The colluvium is likely to have multiple sources from 
the slopes to the south, east and west, and most likely represents 
multiple erosion events over a prolonged period of time. 

The evaluation of the corridor of the temporary haul road revealed a 
modern drain, and no archaeological features or finds.   

Author of summary:
Katie Lee Smith 

Date of Summary: 
July 2017 
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