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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project details
Project name Land off Sacombe Road, Waterford Hamel, Hertford, Herts 

In August 2017, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a programme of archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on land off Sacombe Road, Waterford Hamel, Hertford, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 31850 14998).  
The evaluation was carried out to provide for a planning condition attached to planning permission for an 
`Eco’ style residential development.  It was required based on the advice of the Hertfordshire County Council 
Historic Environment Advisor (HCC HEA). 

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.   The site was truncated.  No residual finds were 
present. 

Project dates (fieldwork) 11, 14, 15 August 2017 
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work  TBC 
P. number 7199 Site code AS 1898 
Type of project Archaeological trial trench evaluation 
Site status None 
Current land use Quarry vehicle repair and storage depot 
Planned development ‘Eco’ style residential development 
Main features (+dates) None 
Significant finds (+dates)� None 
Project location 
County/ District/ Parish Hertfordshire East Herts Stapleford 
HER for area Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER; enquiry No. 122/17) 
Post code (if known) -
Area of site c. 1 ha. 
NGR TL 31850 14998 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.72m AOD 
Project creators 
Brief issued by Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by Tarmac 
Full title� Land off Sacombe Road, Waterford Hamel, Hertford, Hertfordshire.  

Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation 
Authors Lee-Smith, K., & Higgs, K. 
Report no. 4313
Date (of report) August 2017 
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In August 2017, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a programme of 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land off Sacombe Road, Waterford 
Hamel, Hertford, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 31850 14998).  The evaluation was 
carried out to provide for a planning condition attached to planning permission 
for an `Eco’ style residential development.  It was required based on the 
advice of the Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisor 
(HCC HEA). 

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.   The site was 
truncated.  No residual finds were present. 
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 �(� (!2�.���.� �� �� 2��2!��� ��!� ��.����2� !�<����$!��� �!2�-��.!� �� �� �!��� -!�
 ..!�.�  �!�  � ���"�!�!) >'!� �!.���2!?� � *!�  22����� �=� ��!� )�(!�� .�2� '?�
2�'��� '?� !2���$�2�  �(�!�<����$!�� '� >!�!=��.� �=� �!��� -!� 2��.!�< ����?�  �(�
�!2�-��.!��� �� ���!''�-!��'��$ � -!(�2� �-!�$ ��.�$!��$!.�>!��!2!.. ��� �=�
�!��� -!� ..!�.� �!� ���>!�$ ��� ��!(� =��� ��!� '��-� �!�$�� ���!�::&��!����!.�
 ++'�2 ����.� ��� (!.2��>!� ��!� .�-��=�2 �2!� �=�  ��� �!��� -!�  ..!�?� ��2'�(��-� ��.�
.!����-� �� ��$ ��>!� ==!2�!(� ���+��+������� ��� ��!� ..!�D.� �$+��� �2!� �(� ��!�
+��!��� '��$+ 2���=���!�+��+�. '����
�
��5� ��!� ::&�  �$.� ��� 2��.!�<!� ��-' �(D.� �!��� -!�  ..!�.� ���  � $ ��!��
 ++��+�� �!������!���.�-��=�2 �2!?�)����.�>.� ��� '�� �$����(!.�-� �!(��!��� -!�
 ..!�.� %��!�� '�.�!(� >��'(��-.?� .2�!(�'!(� $���$!��.,� ��'�� +!�$���!(� ���
!02!+���� '� 2��2�$.� �2!.� )�!�� ��!� +�>'�2� >!�!=��� �=�  � +��+�. '� ���)!�-�.�
��!� 2��.!�< ����� �=� ��!�  ..!��� � ��!� !==!2�� �=� +��+�. '.� ��� ���"(!.�-� �!(�
�!��� -!� ..!�.�$�.��>!�> ' �2!(� - ��.����!�.2 '!��=�'�..� �(�.�-��=�2 �2!��=�
��!�  ..!�?� >��� ���"(!.�-� �!(� �!��� -!�  ..!�.� �=� (!$��.�� >'�� !���< '!���
.�-��=�2 �2!�$ ��>!�2��.�(!�!(�.�>;!2�������!�. $!�+�'�2�!.� .����.!��� �� �!�
(!.�-� �!(�����!�::&�.� �!.��� ���++��������!.����2 +���!�!<�(!�2!�=��$���!�
��.����2� !�<����$!��?� ��� �!2��(�  �(�  (< �2!� ��!� ��(!�.� �(��-� �=� �!��� -!�
 ..!�.�  �(� ���$ *!� ���.� +�>'�2'��  < �' >'!� �.�  � �!����!$!��� �=� (!<!'�+$!���
$ � -!$!��������.��++���������.���'(�>!�� *!����� �$ ��!��+��+������ �!����
��!�.�-��=�2 �2!��=� ��!��� -!� ..!�� �(�����$+ 2���=���!�+��+�. '?�+ ���2�' �'��
)�!�!� ��!��� -!� ..!���.����>!�'�.���
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+ ��.���=�#� +'!=��(� �(���!�(�.���2���=�� .���!��=��(.���!���A �!�=��(��.��*$����
��!��������=��!��=��(D.������!��� �! ��=�1!�-!�?� �(����*$������!������"�����"
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> �(� �=� !.� >'�.�!(� ��!!.�� � ��!� .��!� 2���!��'�� 2�$+��.!.� =��$!�� 2�$$!�2� '�
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+��+!���� ���#� +'!=��(� ����365�� ���!�$!(�!< '� +!���(� �.� '.�� �!+�!.!��!(�>��
��!�.��!��=�1!�)�2*�� ''?�)��2��.���(� ��1�''.�/�''������!�! .�!���> �*��=���!�
��<!��1! �!�%����F�8F,��
�
Post-medieval
�
7�F� ��!� +�.�"$!(�!< '� +!���(� ��� A �!�=��(� �.� �!+�!.!��!(� >�� A �!�=��(�
� ''?�)��2�� �.� �>��2*����.!�>��'��c.�F66���� �$!(�!< '�$ ���� '�.��!�� � ���� .�
� �-!.��=�+�.�"$!(�!< '�= �$�>��'(��-.�%�������5F,���&����!��+�.�"$!(�!< '�
.���2���!.�2�$+��.!�A�''�)����� -!?�)��2�� ++! �.����>!� ��! �'���8���2!������
���.!����.��2*�>��2*?�>�����!�.�!!+'�"+��2�!(����=��.��� �2�!(� �(���!�>��2*)��*�
+��> >'��2��2! '.� ������2!���������! �'�!����$>!��=� $!�%����36�7�,�����77�
��-���� (� ���A �!�=��(� �.�  ������ 2!���������.!��.!(� .� �+�>� ��� ��!��8���
2!������%����367��,���A �!�=��(�/�''�) .�(!$�'�.�!(������!�$�(��8���2!�����?�
'! <��-���.����>��'(��-.�%����367��,��
�
�
-� ���������	9� �
�
5��� ��!����������!����!(���� '���!�2�!.����>!�!02 < �!(� 2��..���!�.��!���
#�0���!�2�!.�)!�!�!02 < �!(?�! 2���6$�0���4$�%' >!''!(���!�2�!.���"�F,?� �(�
��!� ��!�2��) .��5$�0���4$�%' >!''!(���!�2���,� %&�-�3,�� ���!�+�.�������=� ��!�
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�02 < �!(�.+��'�) .�.! �2�!(�=���=��(.� �(���!���!�2�!.�)!�!�.2 ��!(�>�� �
$!� '�(!�!2������
�
�
�� �����
$�
�������������
�
F��� ��!���(�<�(� '���!�2��(!.2��+������.�+�!.!��!(�>!'�)��
�
����4/�*�� &�-��3�
�
# $+'!�.!2��������
6�66�H�����8$���9�
6�66"6��6$� 	�663� � �$ 2�
6��6�H�6�7�$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���� �$ 2�
6�7��H�6�7�$� 	�665� � �$ 2�
6�7��H�6�5�$� 	�66�� #�>.��'���/�(�H�'�-���-�!��>��)�?�=�� >'!?�. �(��.�'��)����

�22 .��� '��1/��
6�5�$K� 	�66��  ��� '���/�(��!''�)�.���!(?�=�� >'!?�. �(��-� <!'�
�
# $+'!�.!2������1�
6�66�H����73$���9�
6�66"6�36$� 	�66�� ���2�!�!�
6�36�H�6�7�$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���2��2�!�!�
6�7��H�6�7�$� 	�665� � �$ 2�
6�7��H�6�F�$� 	�66�� #�>.��'�����.� >�<!�
6�F�$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!�
�
Description:  Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds. 

����4/�&�� &�-��3�
�
# $+'!�.!2��������
6�66�H����45$���9�
6�66"6��F$� 	�66�� ���2�!�!�
6��F"6���$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���2��2�!�!�
6���$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
�
# $+'!�.!2������1�
6�66�H�����8$���9�
6�66"6��7$� 	�66�� ���2�!�!�
6��7"6�3�$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���2��2�!�!�
6�3�$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds.  A 
modern service traversed the trench. 
�
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�
����4/�%�� &�-��3�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����3��
6�66�H�����6$���9�
6�66"6�6F$� 	�66�� ���2�!�!�
6�6F�H�6�3F$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���2��2�!�!�
6�3F"6�54$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
6�54$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����31�
6�66�H����67$���9�
6�66"6��6$� 	�66�� ���2�!�!�
6��6�H�6�7�$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���2��2�!�!�
6�7�"6�F�$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
6�F�$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
Description:  Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds.�
�
�
�
�
����4/�,�� &�-��3�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����7��
6�66�H����4�$���9�
6�66�"�6���$� 	�66�� ���2�!�!�
6����H�6�3�$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���2��2�!�!�
6�3�$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����71�
6�66�H����4F$���9�
6�66�"�6�68$� 	�66�� ���2�!�!�
6�68�H�6���$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���2��2�!�!�
6����H�6���$� 	�665� � �$ 2�
6����"�6�34$� 	�66F� 1 .!�=���� �$ 2�
6�34$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
Description:  Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds.  A 
modern service traversed the trench. 
�
�
�
�
�
�
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����4/�-� &�-��3�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����5��
6�66�H����65$���9�
6�66"6��5$� 	�663� � �$ 2�
6��5�H�6��8$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���� �$ 2�
6��8�"6�38$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
6�38$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����51�
6�66�H����6�$���9�
6�68�H�6�65$� 	�667� 1 .!�=���� �$ 2�
6�65�"�6��7$� 	�66F� 1 .!�=���� �$ 2�
6��7�H6��F$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
6��F$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
Description:  Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
�
�
����4/��� &�-��3�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����F��
6�66�H�����8$���9�
6�66"6��5$� 	�666� ��+.��'���/�(�H�( �*�-�!��>��)�?�=�� >'!?�. �(��.�'���
6��8�"6�35$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
6�35$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
�
�
�
# $+'!�.!2�����F1�
6�66�H����43$���9�
6�66�"�6��F$� 	�666� ��+.��'����.� >�<!�
6��F�H�6�3F$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2����
6�3F$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
Description:  Trench 6 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
�
�
����4/�'� &�-��3�
�
# $+'!�.!2��������
6�66�H����83$���9�
6�66"6��3$� 	�666� ��+.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2��F��
6��3�"6�76$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2����
6�76$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
�
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# $+'!�.!2������1�
6�66�H����48$���9�
6�66�"�6��6$� 	�666� ��+.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2��F��
6��6�H�6��5$� 	�66�� #�>.��'����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
6��5$K� 	�66��  ��� '����.� >�<!?���!�2�����
�
Description:  Trench 7 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
�
�
'� ����
���������
�	�
�
���� ��� �.����� =!'�� �� �� ���= 2���.� ����>��!(���!��!2�-��������=� �2� !�'�-�2 '�
=! ���!.����=��(.��
�
�
+� ��$��
��������
�
4��� �++!�$�.�� ��� ��!� �����!��� .!2���� �=� ��!� .��!� %��!�2�!.� �� H� 5,� )!�!�
' �!�.��=�� �$ 2� �(�2��2�!�!�%	�663�H�	�66�,�%6����H�6�7�$����2*,���1!'�)�
��!�2��2�!�!� �(�� �$ 2������!�2�!.��?�3� �(�5?�) .�#�>.��'�	�66�?� �$�(�H�
'�-���-�!��>��)�?�=�� >'!?�. �(��.�'��)�����22 .��� '��1/�%6�65�H�6���$����2*,���
1!'�)� #�>.��'� 	�66�� ) .� ��!� � ��� '?� 	�66�?�  � $�(� �!''�)�.�� �!(?� =�� >'!?�
. �(��-� <!'�%6��F�"�6�F�$�>!'�)���!�+�!.!���( ��-����(�.��= 2!,�����
�
4��� ��� ��!� .����!��� .!2���� �=� ��!� .��!� %��!�2�!.� F� H� �,� �++!�$�.�� ) .�
��+.��'� 	�666?�  � $�(� H� ( �*� -�!�� >��)�?� =�� >'!?� . �(�� .�'�� %6��6� H� 6��3$�
���2*,�� � 	�666� �<!�' �� #�>.��'� 	�66�� %6�6F� H� 6��6$� ���2*,�� � 1!'�)� #�>.��'�
	�66��) .� ��!�� ��� '?�	�66�?� %6��5� "�6�76$�>!'�)� ��!�+�!.!���( ��-����(�
.��= 2!,�����
�
�
=� �
����
���
�
8��� ��!� .��!� '�!.� ���  ��  �! � �=�  �2� !�'�-�2 '� +��!��� '�� � ��!� -� <!'.� �=�
$ ;�����<!��< ''!�.�.�2�� .���!���<!�.�1! �!� �(���>� �!�*��)������ <!�>!!��
+�!=!�!��� ''��.!��'!(� ��� ��!�! �'��+�!��.����2�+!���(�� ���+��> >'!� ' �!��1���G!�
�-!�=�!'(�.�.�!$�� .�>!!�� �(!���=�!(� '��-�# 2�$>!��� (� �(�466$���� ��!�
.������=���!�.��!���� ..�2� �����)���� �-���+��=�(!!+�.� =�.� �(�!�2'�.��!�)����
> �*� �(����!�� '�(��2��%������88�,��
�
8��� :�!<���.� �2� !�'�-�2 '���<!.��- ������=���!� �! �.������(��-���!�.��!��.�
!0�!�.�<!?�+ ���2�' �'�� ��� ..�2� �����)������2*�!�D.�L� ���?�)��2�� '�!.�466$�
��� ��!� ! .�"�����"! .�� �=� ��!� .��!� %���.� ���7�38?� ���7�76?� ���7�7�?�
���757�?� ���F854?� �����68?� �����3�� J� ����83�,�� � /��!� .�-��=�2 ��'�?�
' �(� ��# 2�$>!��� (�� .�>!!��.�>;!2����� �-!��!2���2 '���<!.��- �����%����
���5F5,?�!< '� �����%�������F�47,� �(� �! �!02 < �����%���������5�,���
�
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��!�  �2��<!� )�''� >!� �� ���=�!(?� ��(!�!(?� ��(!0!(?� 2��..� �!=!�!�2!(�  �(�
2�!2*!(�=������!�� '�2��.�.�!�2���
�
�
��<������	�������
�
��2� !�'�-�2 '� #�'�����.� )��'(� '�*!� ��� �� �*� � �$ 2� =��� =��(��-� ��!�
 �2� !�'�-�2 '���� '���!�2��!< '� ����?� �(�/��1�''�#��2' ���=�����.� ..�.� �2!����
.��!�� ��#�)��'(� '�*!���� 2*��)'!(-!���!� ..�.� �2!��=� ��!�2'�!��D.�2��.�'� ��?�
9����(����2�$��(��=�:��!��0����.�'���-���2� !�'�-�����
�
�#� �.�  '.�� +'! .!(� ���  2*��)'!(-!� ��!� .� ==� �=� ��!� �!��=��(.���!� ��.����2�
��<����$!����!2��(?����+ ���2�' ��9����.�>!'����$+.������#�)��'(� '.��'�*!����
�� �*���!�.� ==��=���!��!��=��(.���!���2��<!.� �(�	�2 '�#��(�!.�%��	#,?�> .!(�
����������� ''?��!��=��(��
�
�#�)��'(� '�*!� ��� 2*��)'!(-!� ��!� �+��� �(� (<�2!��=�/.��'�.��������.)��(?�
������.����2���<����$!����(<�.����
�
�
�
��
�	��$�9�
�
1����.��
!�'�-�2 '�#��<!��%1
#,��6�5��British Geological Survey, Geology of 
Britain Viewer?� ���+���$ + ++.�>-.� 2��*�-!�'�-��=>��� �����$!���$'?�
 22!..!(���-�.���6���
�

���!�?� 9�� �663� �Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England.  
� .����-'� ����2� !�'�-���22 .��� '�: +!���7�
�
/����.?� E�� %!(�,?� �8�F� � Domesday: 12 Hertfordshire.� � :��''�$��!� J� ��?�
���2�!.�!���
�
: -!?� A�� �864� �A History of the County of Hertford.  Volume II.  ��2���� �
���������.����?�	��(���
�
#��'�#��<!���=���-' �(� �(�A '!.�%##�A,��843��Soils of South East England 
(sheet 4). ##�A?�� �+!�(!��
�
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#��'�#��<!���=���-' �(� �(�A '!.�%##�A,��843��Soil Survey of England and 
Wales: Legend for the 1:250,000 Soil Map of England and Wales.  ##�A?�
� �+!�(!��
�
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�

�$$���
>�&�� ���������9�������
�
�
������ #�� �"� ""����0� Land off Sacombe Road, Waterford Hamel, Hertford, Herts 
�����!0���!��.� District: East Herts  
:��� 5�7��2�0�����.��"� Parish: Stapleford 
$� ����5�  ??��4 �����
��.����4�0���

-

�������� #�7 ""����7���0� Tarmac  
� ������.� ??��4 ����0� Residential 
$�������� �"����0� Quarry vehicle repair and storage depot 
��@���.� ??��4 ����� �� 0�
4��35$��

Size of area investigated
1 ha. 

�	��A+�.�5����B0�� �	�3�456��7884
�������"�0��� AS 1898 
�����
"���4���7��5 ��@ �����

Archaeological Solutions Ltd 

�!?���.�2��60� Trial trench evaluation 
� ����.�2��60��� 11, 14, 15 August 2017 
��4 ����� �.�
.��"�7��� ���5�#����#0�

Hertford 

��� ��"��������0�� Periods represented: Modern 
����C ��� ?��C�����
��## ����7��?����0��"�

-

��## �!� �.� .���"2��6�
�������0�

In August 2017, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of archaeological trial trench evaluation on land off Sacombe 
Road, Waterford Hamel, Hertford, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 31850 14998).  
The evaluation was carried out in anticipation of a planning condition 
attached to planning permission for an `Eco’ style residential 
development.  It was required based on the advice of the Hertfordshire 
County Council Historic Environment Advisor (HCC HEA). 

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.   The site 
was truncated.  No residual finds were present. 

���/����.���## �!0��
� ��!�	!!"#$����

Date of Summary:
August 2017 

�
�
�



$����	��$�
��
���>�
�
�
�

�

��
��!)��=���!�2����'��*��-������")!.��
�

��
��!)��=���!�2����'��*��-������"! .��

� �

�

3�
��!)��=���!�2��3�'��*��-������")!.��
�

� 7�
��!)��=���!�2��7�'��*��-������")!.��
�



�

5�
��!)��=���!�2��5�'��*��-�! .��
�

� F�
��!)��=���!�2��F�'��*��-������"! .��

� �

��
��!)��=���!�2����'��*��-������")!.��
�

� �

�
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery
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