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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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1��2"������"� Land Rear of 11 Station Road, Southminster, Essex.  .  An 

Archaeological Evaluation
�

In August 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on land to the rear of 11 Station Road, Southminster, Essex (NGR TQ 95949 
99660; Figs. 1 – 2).  The evaluation was carried out in compliance with a planning 
condition attached to planning approval for the construction of 2 new detached bungalows 
and parking on the site (Maldon Council Planning Ref. FUL/MAL/15/00353).  The 
evaluation was required based on the advice of the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex 
County Council (ECC HEA).

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  A modern service traversed 
Trench 2, and Trench 3 contained the remnants of a modern foundation trench.
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SUMMARY 

In August 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
trial trench evaluation on land to the rear of 11 Station Road, Southminster, 
Essex (NGR TQ 95949 99660; Figs. 1 – 2).  The evaluation was carried out in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning approval for the 
construction of 2 new detached bungalows and parking on the site (Maldon 
Council Planning Ref. FUL/MAL/15/00353).  The evaluation was required 
based on the advice of the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County 
Council (ECC HEA). 

The Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) notes the site lies in the core 
of the late Saxon, medieval and post-medieval settlement of Southminster, to 
the immediate west of the parish church.  The settlement has late Saxon 
origins with a likely early focus around the Minster Church to the west, and 
the medieval settlement development along the High Street near the church, 
and Southminster Hall lay to the east, with a number of outlying farms. A 
market place is believed to have been located on the north west side of the 
High Street/North Street junction, and the village grew outwards along the 
main roads in the post-medieval period.  

Earlier remains of prehistoric and Roman activity are also well-known from 
Southminster, including recent test pitting to the south of the proposed 
development site which recovered Roman material indicative of the presence 
of a site of this date close by. 

The site therefore had a principal potential for evidence of late Saxon, 
medieval and post-medieval activity in the village core, and also for evidence 
of earlier activity (in particular Roman activity).  

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  A modern 
service traversed Trench 2, and Trench 3 contained the remnants of a 
modern foundation trench. 
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Description: Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds.  A 
modern drain traversed the trench and it contained fragments of a salt glazed 
waste pipe. 
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Description: Trench 3 contained the remnants of a foundation trench, F1006. 
Its fill, L1005, was a mid brown silty clay and overlain by L1004.  It contained 
loose red brick, some frogged, crushed brick and slate.  The finds were all 
modern (late 19th-20th century) in date.
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