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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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5��6�.��!�<�� White Horse Hotel, 20 North Street, Southminster, Essex 

CM0 7DF
In August 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on land at the White Horse Hotel, 20 North Street, Southminster, Essex CM0 
7DF (NGR TQ 95873 99846; Figs. 1 – 2).  The evaluation was carried out in compliance 
with the initial requirements of a planning condition attached to planning approval for the 
replacement of a barn and outbuildings with 2 motel style rooms and a manager’s flat 
linked to the public house (Maldon Council Planning Ref. MAL/17/00437).  The evaluation 
was required based on the advice of the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County 
Council (ECC HEA).

The site lies within the historic core of Southminster where the medieval settlement core 
expanded northwards in the post-medieval period (EHER 19416).   The late 19th century 
1st edition Ordnance Survey map (Fig. 4) shows the hotel as the White Horse Public house 
with a rear wing extending to a parallel range of buildings that collectively enclose a rear 
courtyard, while a detached outbuilding is also present on the southern edge of the plot.  
The rear wing and buildings behind the main building were progressively re-modelled and 
demolished throughout the 20th century, and by the 1990s only the extant main building 
remained.

The trial trench contained the remains of modern brick walls, M1009, M1010 and M1011.  
The walls were all constructed of soft red bricks bonded with a pale grey brown sandy 
mortar.  They were broadly contemporary, shared the same alignment, and Walls M1010 
and M1011 were parallel.  Based on the Ordnance Survey Map, Wall M1009 would have 
formed part of the junction between the rear wing and the range on the western edge of 
the plot, to the rear of the main building; while Walls M1010 and M1011 would have been 
situated at or close to the terminus of the same rear range.  Based on later editions of the 
Ordnance survey maps, these buildings to the rear of the White Horse appear to have 
been demolished between c.1974-1978.

Deep (c.0.80m) modern made ground deposits were recorded.  A residual prehistoric 
struck flint was found.

5��6�.���������4������� #� August 2017
5��3�������� ��@A�AB#� N Future work (Y/N/?) TBC
59�!�<:���� 7288 Site code SOUWH17
;"���4�"��6�.�� Archaeological Evaluation
0����������� -
�����!����!������ Hotel
5��!!�����3���"<�!�� Motel style rooms and manager’s flat
/��!�4���������C�����#� Modern brick walls – remains of former PH
0�7!�4�.�!��4�!����C�����#� A residual prehistoric struck flint 
���!�;A�-�����.�A�5������ Essex Maldon Southminster
���A�0/��4������� Essex Historic Environment Record
5����.������4� !��!#� CM0 7DF
������4������ c.200m2
���� TQ 95873 99846
���7����	-��<�!A<�D#� c.20m AOD 
Project creators
����4��������:;� Essex County Council 
5��6�.����"��3����A���5	#� Archaeological Solutions Ltd



��!����:;� Mr Heron, White Horse Hotel
����������� White Horse Hotel, 20 North Street, Southminster, Essex 

CM0 7DF. An Archaeological Evaluation
�������� Barlow, G.
��"����!�9� 5422
-������4���"���#� August 2017
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SUMMARY 

In August 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at the White Horse Hotel, 
20 North Street, Southminster, Essex CM0 7DF (NGR TQ 95873 
99846; Figs. 1 – 2).  The evaluation was carried out in compliance with 
the initial requirements of a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for the replacement of a barn and outbuildings with 2 motel 
style rooms and a manager’s flat linked to the public house (Maldon 
Council Planning Ref. MAL/17/00437).  The evaluation was required 
based on the advice of the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex 
County Council (ECC HEA). 

The site lies within the historic core of Southminster where the 
medieval settlement core expanded northwards in the post-medieval 
period (EHER 19416).   The late 19th century 1st edition Ordnance 
Survey map (Fig. 4) shows the hotel as the White Horse Public house 
with a rear wing extending to a parallel range of buildings that 
collectively enclose a rear courtyard, while a detached outbuilding is 
also present on the southern edge of the plot.  The rear wing and 
buildings behind the main building were progressively re-modelled and 
demolished throughout the 20th century, and by the 1990s only the 
extant main building remained. 

The trial trench contained the remains of modern brick walls, M1009, 
M1010 and M1011.  The walls were all constructed of soft red bricks 
bonded with a pale grey brown sandy mortar.  They were broadly 
contemporary, shared the same alignment, and Walls M1010 and 
M1011 were parallel.  Based on the Ordnance Survey Map, Wall 
M1009 would have formed part of the junction between the rear wing 
and the range on the western edge of the plot, to the rear of the main 
building; while Walls M1010 and M1011 would have been situated at 
or close to the terminus of the same rear range.  Based on later 
editions of the Ordnance survey maps, these buildings to the rear of 
the White Horse appear to have been demolished between c.1974-
1978.

Deep (c.0.80m) modern made ground deposits were recorded.  A 
residual prehistoric struck flint was found. 
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�����3��:��!� 4�.�������!� ������7��0������ ��9�9�����)'+(*#������ ����
.����!��.���.����� ����������!��!��:�����:;� ��������;�2,���.�!���;� �����
22,&8� K� )'+(8#9� � �� 3�.���7�=� �!������ �!� 2,2%=� �!.�� ������
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c9&88<���� ����������!�0�����!������<�;���3���������7�!�� �!� ����2(���
.�!���;� ����� 22),&#=� ������ �� ��<:��I4��<��� :�����!7�� �!� ������ �!��
�!��<�;��������3�����7�!�� �!� ����2(���.�!���;� �����)'+'8#9� �0�3�����
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��� ��3�� :��!� ��I<�������� �!�� ���!.����� :;� ���� 2%,8�=� ����� ����
����.���� �������!� :�����!7� ��<�������� �!� ���� 2%&8I(8�9� � ���� ����
:�����!7�� ��� ���� ����� �4� ���� <��!� :�����!7� �""���� ��� ��3�� :��!�
��<�������� :;� ���� 2%%8�9� � ��� 1����� ������ ���� �!�� �4� ��D� "�:��.�
���������"�.���� �!�0����<�!����� �!� ����<��A�����2%��� .�!���;=� "����� ���
��������:����<�!���4�����������;=����.������3������������.�!����.���!��4�
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.����� ��.������7�.��� ��"��3����!9� �D"����� ���4�.��� ����� .���!��� :;�
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29,&<C� 
288'� �������9������:�3�
�
Description:  Trench 1 contained the remains of modern brick walls, 
M1009, M1010 and M1011.  The walls were all constructed of soft red 
bricks bonded with a pale grey brown sandy mortar.  They were 
broadly contemporary, shared the same alignment, and Walls M1010 
and M1011 were parallel. 
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����� "����!�� �!� ���� �������!� ��7�� �4� ���� "���9� � ��� ����� ��!7� �!��
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�D��!��<��!�:�����!7���<��!��9�
�
%9,� ��� ������ ���!.�� .�!���!��� ���� ��<��!�� �4� <����!� :��. � �����=�
/288%=�/2828��!��/28229��������������������.�!����.�����4���4������
:��. �� :�!���� ����� �� "���� 7��;� :���!� ��!�;� <�����9� � ��;� �����
:�����;�.�!��<"����;=�������� ������<�����7!<�!�=��!��1�����/2828�
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������!���4� ����	��!�!.�����3�;�<�"�=� ������:�����!7�� ��� ���� ������4�
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2%('9�
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00�1� 2%')� Soil Survey of England and Wales: Soils of South East 
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
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