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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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0��1�%����(�� Land off Cornfields, Burwell, Cambridgeshire  CB25 0AX 
In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an archaeological evaluation on 
land to the rear of 35 Cornfields, Burwell, Cambridgeshire CB25 0AX (NGR TL 5954 6611).  
The evaluation was undertaken to provide for the initial requirements of a planning condition 
attached to planning approval for the construction of a new development of 14no residential 
dwellings (East Cambs Council Ref. 17/00419/FUM), based on the  advice of Cambridgeshire 
County Council Historic Environment Team.  

Archaeological features were present in Trial Trenches 2 – 3 and 5 – 6, and not 1, 4 and 7.  
The features were predominantly post holes: Trench 2 (2), Trench 3 (5) and Trench 6 (2). In 
addition a pit was recorded in Trench 5 (F1007) and a ?natural hollow or hollow way was 
recorded in Trench 2 (F1013).  Finds were sparse:  Hollow F1013 contained animal bone (2g), 
and Post Hole F1003 contained an abraded ?Roman pottery sherd, likely residual. 

Due to the confines of the trench it was difficult to define the hollow, F1013, located in Trench 2.  
It may represent a naturally in-filled depression but equally may represent a hollow way.  It 
contained sparse and degraded animal bone (2g). 

The archaeological features recorded during the evaluation are largely undated and at some 
distance from the known archaeological remains.  The possible exception is F1013 (Trench 2) 
which may represent a hollow way conceivably associated with the settlement at Melton Farm 
but this is conjecture.�

0��1�%������	��/���������
*����()���3#"2�

0��+��	�������;<�<=�� N ������������ TBC
05���()���� P7235 Site code ECB 5195
�7����/����1�%�� Archaeological evaluation
*���	����	� -
'�������������	�� Agricultural
0���������+����(���� Residential
-���/������	��>����	�� Post holes 
*6�/%����/��	��>����	�� Residual sherd of Roman pottery 
� Cambridgeshire East Cambs Burwell
,&�<�*-��/�������� Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER)
0�	��%�����/�������� CB25 0AX
������/�	����� 0.85ha.
���� TL 5954 6611
,�6����?$��(�<(�@�� c.21m AOD
Project creators
���/�		����)7� Cambridgeshire County Council 
0��1�%��	����+	��<	��0?�� Archaeological Solutions Ltd
�������)7� Hastoe Homes 
���������� Land off Cornfields, Burwell, Cambridgeshire  CB25 0AX.  

An Archaeological Evaluation  
������	� Kerrie Bull
���������5� 5450
$������/��������� September 2017
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In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an 
archaeological evaluation on land to the rear of 35 Cornfields, Burwell, 
Cambridgeshire CB25 0AX (NGR TL 5954 6611).  The evaluation was 
undertaken to provide for the initial requirements of a planning 
condition attached to planning approval for the construction of a new 
development of 14no residential dwellings (East Cambs Council Ref. 
17/00419/FUM), based on the  advice of Cambridgeshire County 
Council Historic Environment Team.   

The site is located within an area of archaeological potential with 
nearby archaeological remains (particularly of later prehistoric date) 
recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER).  
A recent evaluation to the north of Newmarket Road and 700m to the 
north of the site at Melton Farm revealed extensive evidence of a late 
Bronze Age and early Iron Age settlement (CHER ECB4308).  
Evidence of Late Bronze Age settlement and a single cremation are 
also known (CHER MCB22070).  This occupation extends south of 
Newmarket Road, with investigations to the north-west of the site at 
Summersfield Close and 58a-d Newmarket Road revealing 
contemporary storage pits and structural building remains (CHERs 
MCB17427 & 18199). 

Archaeological features were present in Trial Trenches 2 – 3 and 5 – 6, 
and not 1, 4 and 7.  The features were predominantly post holes: 
Trench 2 (2), Trench 3 (5) and Trench 6 (2). In addition a pit was 
recorded in Trench 5 (F1007) and a ?natural hollow or hollow way was 
recorded in Trench 2 (F1013).  Finds were sparse:  Hollow F1013 
contained animal bone (2g), and Post Hole F1003 contained an 
abraded ?Roman pottery sherd, likely residual.

Due to the confines of the trench it was difficult to define the hollow, 
F1013, located in Trench 2.  It may represent a naturally in-filled 
depression but equally may represent a hollow way.  It contained 
sparse and degraded animal bone (2g).

The archaeological features recorded during the evaluation are largely 
undated and at some distance from the known archaeological remains.  
The possible exception is F1013 (Trench 2) which may represent a 
hollow way conceivably associated with the settlement at Melton Farm 
but this is conjecture. 
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�,&�8���((��*������B�������"3���E����3#"2�8�������F������*%��(��
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�����+��� )7� '''� ,&�5� � .�� /�������� ���� ���%�����	� �������� �� ����
'��������� .�	������ /��� ��%������6	�	G� Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Evaluation �3#" �5� � .�� ��	�� �������� ��� ���� ����+����
	�%���	� �/� Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England 
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Planning Policy Context 

"5 ��� ���� �������� 0�����6� 0��%7� ���(������ ��00�� 3#"3�� 	����	�
����� ���	�� ����	� �/� ���� �	���%� ��+���(���� ����� ��+�� 	6�/%��%��
)�%��	���/�������	���%8���%������6%��8���%���%������������	�%������	��
���� �����6�� �		��	5� ���� �00�� �(	� ��� ���+��� 	�	����)���
��+����(����)7���	���6� ��������%�	�������%	��	� �����%��%���� ����
�	���%� ��+���(���� ��%�6�	�� ����� �����6�� �		��	� ���� �� ���C
������)��� ��	���%�8� ����� �%%����� �/� ���� ����� 	�%��8� %�������8�
�%���(%� ���� ��+���(������ )���/�	� �/� �����6�� %��	��+����8� ����
��%�6�	�� ����� �����6����7� (���6��� %���6�� (�7� 	�(��(�	� )��
��%�		��7� /� �����6�� �		��	� ���� ��� )�� (�������� /��� ���� ���6� ���(5�
���� �00�� ��9���	� ����%����	� ��� ��	%�)�� ���� 	6�/%��%�� �/� ��7�
�����6���		��8� �%����6� �	�	����6� �����(�7�)���//�%���� ������������
��������		��G	�(������%�������������������(��%���/����������	��5���
�
"5�� ���� �00�� �(	� ��� %��	��+�� &�6����G	� �����6�� �		��	� �� ��
(������ ����������� ��� ����� 	6�/%��%�8� ���� 	�)	������� ���(� ���
��	6������ �����6�� �		��	� �5�5� �	���� )����6	8� 	%��������
(���(���	�� ���7� ���(����� �� �@%�������� %�%�(	���%�	� ����� ����
��)�%� )���/�� �/� �� �����	��� �����6�	� ���� %��	��+����� �/� ���� �		��5��
���� �//�%�� �/� �����	��	� ��� ���C��	6������ �����6�� �		��	� (�	�� )��
)����%��� �6��	�� ���� 	%���� �/� ��		� ���� 	6�/%��%�� �/� ���� �		��8� )���
���C��	6������ �����6�� �		��	� �/� ��(��	���)�7� �9�+������
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	�������	���/������""#4����(���������������	�������	���/�.	��%	���
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 5"� ���� 	��� 	� ��%����� ����� ��� ����� �/� ��%������6%��� ���������
���� ����)7� ��%������6%��� ��(��	� �����%�����7� �/� ������ ����	���%�
������ ��%������ ��� ���� '�()��6�	���� ,	���%� &�+���(���� ��%����
�',&��5� � �� ��%���� �+�������� ��� ���� ������ �/� ���(������ ����� ����
2##(� ��� ���� ������ �/� ���� 	��� ��� -������ ���(� ��+������ �@���	+��
�+���%�� �/� ����� ����I�� �6�� ���� ����7� .���� �6�� 	�����(���� �',&��
&'� 4#H�5� � &+���%�� �/� ����� ����I�� �6�� 	�����(���� ���� �� 	�6���
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����I���6�<����7� .�����6��������7� �',&��&'� 4 !�5� ��������� ��� ����
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�)1�%�	� ���� ������ ��� ���� 	����C��	�� �',&�� # !!4� J� #!H#2�5�
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�
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����/�%��%������5��*���/��(���	�	�(���6����%��������	������	��������
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Description: No archaeological features or finds were present in 
Trench 1, although several natural silt patches and/or root disturbance 
were observed and excavated5�
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Description: Trench 2 contained Post Holes F1009 and F1011); and a 
large elongated ?natural hollow or hollow way, F1013.  Several natural 
silt patches and/or root disturbance were also observed and 
excavated5��Only F1013 contained finds (animal bone).�
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Description: Trench 3 contained five undated post holes (F1015, 
F1017, F1019, F1021 and F1023).  Plough scars were evident. 
Several natural silt patches and/or root disturbance were also 
observed and excavated5
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Description: No archaeological features or finds were present in 
Trench 1, although several natural silt patches and/or root disturbance 
were observed and excavated5�
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Description: Trench 5 contained undated Pit F1007. Plough scars 
were evident.  Several natural silt patches and/or root disturbance 
were also observed and excavated5��
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Description: Trench 6 contained Post Holes F1003 and F1005, and  
several natural silt patches and/or root disturbance were also observed 
and excavated. Post Hole F1003 contained an abraded ?Roman 
pottery sherd, likely residual. 
�
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Description: No archaeological features or finds were present in 
Trench 7.�
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
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Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
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