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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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0��2"������"� Land at Whiteditch Lane, Newport,  Essex  CB11 3UA

In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial 
trench evaluation on land at Whiteditch Lane, Newport, Essex CB11 3UA (NGR  TL 51723 
34383).  The evaluation was carried out in compliance with the initial requirements of a 
planning condition attached to planning approval for the construction of four new dwellings 
(Uttlesford Council Planning Ref. UTT/17/0436/FUL).  The evaluation was required based 
on the advice of the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County Council (ECC HEA).

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  Modern (20th century) 
features comprised ceramic field drains cut through Subsoil L1001, concrete pile footings 
and a large, square, concrete footing.  A cluster of five post holes cut from Topsoil L1000 
contained plastic plant pot and white polystyrene.  The site stratigraphy appeared intact 
and though modern features were present it is not felt that archaeological features, had 
they been present, would have been truncated or wholly removed.

0��2"������"���.!"��#��$&� September 2017
0�"4!����#��$��<=�=>&� N  ����"�#��$��<=�=>&� TBC
06����5"��� 9291 /!�"����"�� NP26
8%"��.�%��2"��� Archaeological Evaluation 
/!�"�������� -
����"����������"� Former glasshouses 
0����"���"4"��%�"��� Residential
��!��."����"���?���"�&� None
/!7�!.!�����.!�����?���"�&� None
�
�����8=��!���!��=�0��!��� Essex Uttlesford Newport
���=�/���.�����"�� Essex Historic Environment Record
0�������"��!.�$��#�&� CB11 3UA
��"���.��!�"� �6(,@@�1
���� 
�'()1*�*,*@*
�"!7����	����!�=��A&� c.65m AOD 
��!?�4��4��"�!� �
B�!".�!���"��58� Essex County Council 
0��2"�����%"�4!���� Archaeological Solutions Ltd
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 �����!��"� Land at Whiteditch Lane, Newport,  Essex  CB11 3UA.  An 

Archaeological Evaluation
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SUMMARY 
�
In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at Whiteditch Lane, 
Newport, Essex CB11 3UA (NGR  TL 51723 34383; Figs. 1 – 2).  
The evaluation was carried out in compliance with the initial 
requirements of a planning condition attached to planning approval 
for the construction of four new dwellings (Uttlesford Council 
Planning Ref. UTT/17/0436/FUL).  The evaluation was required 
based on the advice of the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex 
County Council (ECC HEA). 

The Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) notes that the  site 
lies within an area of archaeological potential to the immediate north 
of the medieval town at Newport (EHER 376-7).  Documentary 
evidence also points to the presence of a castle in the vicinity of the 
site (EHER 234).  The site of a medieval leper hospital has also been 
investigated to the north east, revealing structures and human burials 
associated with the hospital (EHER 1937). Historic cartographic 
sources suggest the area to the immediate west of the site has been 
subject to previous quarrying. Evidence of earlier settlement activity 
pre-dating the medieval town is also known from the area, with an 
evaluation to the south revealing two areas of prehistoric activity in 
the form of numerous pits and ditches, with finds of late Bronze 
Age/early Iron Age date (EHER 48597).  A Roman field system has 
recently been investigated within the area of the extensive nurseries 
here.

The evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  Modern 
(20th century) features comprised ceramic field drains cut through 
Subsoil L1001, concrete pile footings and a large, square, concrete 
footing.  A cluster of five post holes cut from Topsoil L1000 contained 
plastic plant pot and white polystyrene.  The site stratigraphy 
appeared intact and though modern features were present it is not 
felt that archaeological features, had they been present, would have 
been truncated or wholly removed. 
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Description: Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.  
Small amounts of modern CBM were present within Topsoil L1000 
and Subsoil L1001 including modern plastics associated with the 
former nursery. Modern (20th century) features comprised eight 
ceramic, ribbed, field drains cut at various depths through Subsoil 
L1001.   Other modern features were concrete pile footings mostly 
present on the eastern side of the trench. A larger, square, concrete 
footing was revealed towards the southern end of the trench.  A 
cluster of five post holes cut from Topsoil L1000 were also revealed 
towards the southern end of the trench, and contained plastic plant 
pot and white polystyrene. ��
�
�
�
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