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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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��";�6��%��#� !�
��";�6���#&�� Land bounded by Bragbury Lane, Pembridge Gardens 

and Blenheim Way, Stevenage, Hertfordshire 

In February 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation on land bounded by Bragbury Lane, Pembridge Gardens and Blenheim 
Way, Stevenage, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 2678 2093). The evaluation was 
commissioned by Mr Bob Capsey and was undertaken in advance of the proposed 
construction of a new residential development of 5no 5 bed detached dwellings. 

The eastern section of site lies within Archaeological Area No. 15, identified on the 
Local Plan.  The Area encompasses the medieval and later settlement of Bragbury 
End. Prehistoric finds are also known from the area to the west. Therefore the site had 
a potential for prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval archaeological remains. 

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.�

���3�,��0/����<6��20���!=� 22/02/2017
���.��������!�<>?�?@=� N 4���������!�<>?�?@=� N
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�2/���0�0�.�2�)8���� Construction of 5no 5 bed detached dwellings 
A/���6�/������<B0/���=� None
-����6�,/���6��0��<B0/���=� None
��";�6�� "6#��"��
�����5?�+�����,�?��/����� Hertfordshire Stevenage Stevenage 
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�����,�0��<�6�!����=� -
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��������
+�<8��?8/C=� 72.50/77.00m 
��";�6��6��#�"�!�
D���6������0��5� Requirements of HCC HEAT 
���3�,����)��.����?��<�
=� Zbigniew Pozorski 
4��0�0��5� Mr Bob Capsey 
4�22����2�� Land bounded by Bragbury Lane, Pembridge Gardens 

and Blenheim Way, Stevenage, Hertfordshire:  An 
Archaeological Evaluation�
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SUMMARY 

In February 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation on land bounded by Bragbury Lane, Pembridge Gardens and 
Blenheim Way, Stevenage, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 2678 2093). The 
evaluation was commissioned by Mr Bob Capsey and was undertaken in 
advance of the proposed construction of a new residential development of 5no 
5 bed detached dwellings. 

The eastern section of site lies within Archaeological Area No. 15, identified 
on the Local Plan.  The Area encompasses the medieval and later settlement 
of Bragbury End. Prehistoric finds are also known from the area to the west. 
Therefore the site had a potential for prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval 
archaeological remains. 

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds. 
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Planning policy context 
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���� ,�����./����� �6� ���� /����7� � ���� �66�,�� �6� )��)��/2�� ��� ���H0�����/��0�
�����/���/������8��������/2/�,�0�/�/����������,/2���6�2����/�0������6�,/�,���6�
���� /������ ���� ���H0�����/��0� �����/��� /������ �6� 0�8�����/�25� �9��./2����
�����6�,/�,��8/5����,����0���0����3�,����������/8��)�2�,����/����������/��/���
0�����/��07���������4���/������/���))��������������,/)������.�0��,��6��8�����
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/������ /�0� ���8/!�� ����� )��2�,25� /./�2/�2�� ��� /� ��9����8���� �6� 0�.�2�)8����
8/�/��8���7��������))�������5�����20�����/!������/�8/�����)��)������/������
���������6�,/�,���6�/������/���/�����/�0�����8)/,���6�����)��)��/2��)/���,�2/�25�
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�����H����7������.�22/����6�������2����"!8������������I���������/�0����������2����
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���������2���������.���D�/���62����������/�0��"71!8���������/����6���������7����
�8/22� �����.���� ��� /2��� 2�,/��0� 1%&8� ��� ���� ����I�� �/��7� � ���� ����� ��� ����/��0�
�������� $"7*&� /�0� $%8� �
+1�� /�0� �2�)��� �)�/�0�� 6��8� ���� �����H�/������
,������ ��� ���� �����H����7� � ���� �������0���� ��2��6� �2�)��� �����6�,/��25� ��� ����
���������/�0������./22�5��6�����-��.��/���D���!7�
�
(7"� ������2�0����2��5��6����������,�8)�������))�����/2!�<D����������2���,/2�
-��.�5� 1'$%=�� �.��2/��� �5� �2/,��62�.�/2� 0��6�� 0�)������ �6� �����/�5� �/�0�� /�0�
��/.�2�7��������22��0����������0��������./22�5�,�8)�������/.�2�����/,������.����
�/5� ��� ��/.���� ,2/5�� 6������� /�/5� 6��8� ���� -��.��/��� D���!7� � -��2�� �6� ����
/��/� ,�8)����� ������ �6� ���� �/��2�)�� ����,�/������ ���,�� /��� 0��,����0� /��
�2��25�)��8�/�2��,/2,/������,2/5�5����2���������8�����H,/2,/���������2���.���
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;717� ���/�,�/��2���,/2�0��!H�/��0�/�����8�����6�����������/��)��)/��0����
/,,�8)/�5�����)2/������/))2�,/�����<������"&1(=7�
����88/�5��
�
The site lies to the south of the hamlet of Bragbury End, which has medieval 
origins, likely located within the vicinity of the present Bragbury End House 
and 270m to the north of the site. Cartographic sources dating from the early 
modern and modern periods consistently record that the site consisted of 
agricultural land located along the western frontage of Bragbury Lane, which 
is known to follow the course of an ancient lane/hedgerow. The 1839 tithe 
map reveals that the site formed part of Bragbury End Farm, which lies to the 
north. At some point between 1905 and 1918, the southern boundary of the 
site was defined by a raised embankment associated with the ‘Enfield and 
Stevenage Loop Line’. 

Extensive previous archaeological investigations have taken place in 
Bragbury End, particularly centred upon Bragbury House, which stands 270m 
to the north, although such work has produced only negative results (Williams 
2007; HERs EHT1331 & EHT5312). Extensive archaeological work has also 
been undertaken at Harwood Park Crematorium, which lies 600m to the west-
south-west of the site (HERs EHT4512, EHT4513, EHT4516 & EHT7045).  A 
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1����.��
�0�/�,��+/��8�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017�
�

Land bounded by Bragbury Lane, Pembridge Gardens and Blenheim Way, Stevenage, Hertfordshire:  
An Archaeological Evaluation 

%

1994 evaluation at the crematorium revealed a concentration of features 
containing pottery and struck flint dating from the late Neolithic to the late 
Bronze Age (Murray 1994).  Of particular interest was a large, sunken feature 
that appeared to be associated with pits and contained an almost complete 
Beaker pottery, possibly a votive offering (Grassam & Williamson 2004).  
Subsequent monitoring and recording in 2011 revealed only that the topsoil 
overlay terrace gravel, as well as a small area of compacted sandy silt subsoil 
with gravel. 

Although the eastern section of site lies within Archaeological Area No. 15, the 
site has only a generally low potential for remains dating from all 
archaeological periods. 
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*71� 4���� ����,���� ����� �C,/./��0� ������ /� 8�,�/��,/2� (#&K� ��/,!�0�
�C,/./���� 6����0� ����� /� �����2���� 0��,����� ��,!��� <4��7� "=7� ���� ����,����
2�,/�����������/))��.�0��5������	���/�0�)��.�0�0�/��/8)2���6�����/��/��6�
)��)���0�0�.�2�)8���7�
�
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8��/2�0���,���7��
�
�
�� ������������������
	���
�
����61�,� <4���7�"�H�(��+��"H(=�
�
Sample section 1A (DP 4): north-east end, south-east facing 
0.00 = 75.80m AOD�
&7&&�L�&71*8� �1&&&� ��)���2��)/���/225���8�.�07�+/�!����5����6����/�05���2�7�
&71*�L�&7"'8� �1&&1� A/0�� �����07� ������ ������� 6��/�2��� �/�05� ��2�� �����

6��9������8/22��������/�0��,,/����/2��DA�6�/�8����7�
&7"'�L�&7;%8� �1&&"� ������2���20���)���27�A�0�������������5��6��/�2����/�05���2��

�����6��9������8/22�������7�
&7;%�L�&7%*8� �1&&(� -�����27������� ���8�0�5�22������������� 6��/�2�����2�5��/�0�

�����6��9������������/�0�62����7�
&7%*8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2�8�0����0/�!�5�22����2�������/�05�/�0���2�5���/.�2�

�����)/�,�����6�,2/57�
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Sample section 1B (DP 5): south-west end, north-west facing  
0.00 = 76.99m AOD�
&7&&�L�&7""8� �1&&1� A/0�������07����/��.�7�
&7""�L�&7;"8� �1&&"� 
20���)���27����/��.�7�
&7;"�L�&7*&8� �1&&(� -�����27����/��.�7�
&7*&8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2���/.�2����/��.�7�
�
Description: ���/�,�/��2���,/2�6�/���������6��0�������)������7�
�
�
����61�(� <4���7�"�H�;��+��#H$=�
�
Sample section 2A (DP 8): north end, east-south-east facing 
0.00 = 73.80m AOD�
&7&&�L�&71(8� �1&&&� ��)���27����/��.�����7�17�
&71(�L�&7((8� �1&&(� -�����27����/��.�����7�17�
&7((8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2���/.�27����/��.�����7�17�
�
�
Sample section 2B (DP 9): south end, west-north-west facing  
0.00 = 73.35m AOD�
&7&&�L�&71"8� �1&&&� ��)���27����/��.�����7�17�
&71"�L�&7"$8� �1&&(� -�����27����/��.�����7�17�
&7"$8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2���/.�27����/��.�����7�17�
�
Description: ���� ����,�� ,���/���0� ���� �8/22� 8�0���� )���� ���,�� ����� ����
������C,/./��0�/������6��0�������������6�22�������8�0���7�
�
�
����61�'� <4���7�"�H�(��+��1&H11=�
�
Sample section 3A (DP 12): west end, south-south-west facing 
0.00 = 74.06m AOD�
&7&&�L�&7"%8� �1&&&� ��)���27����/��.�����7�17�
&7"%�L�&7($8� �1&&(� -�����27����/��.�����7�17�
&7($8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2���/.�27����/��.�����7�17�
�
�
Sample section 3B (DP 13): east end, north-north-east facing  
0.00 = 72.56m AOD�
&7&&�L�&7"&8� �1&&&� ��)���27����/��.�����7�17�
&7"&�L�&7((8� �1&&(� -�����27����/��.�����7�17�
&7((8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2���/.�27����/��.�����7�17�
�
Description: ���/�,�/��2���,/2�6�/���������6��0�������)������7�
�
�
�
�
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����61�.� <4���7�"�H�(��+��1;H1*=�
�
Sample section 4A (DP 16): north end, west-south-west facing 
0.00 = 77.21m AOD�
&7&&�L�&7"&8� �1&&&� ��)���2��)/���/225���8�.�07����/��.�����7�17�
&7"&�L�&7$"8� �1&&*� A/0�� �����0�� ��0�)�����0� ��)���27� A�0� ���5�� 6��/�2���

�/�05���2��������,,/����/2��8/22�������7�
&7$"�L�&7%"8� �1&&(� -�����27����/��.�����7�17�
&7%"8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2���/.�27����/��.�����7�17�
�
�
Sample section 4B (DP 17): south end, east-north-east facing  
0.00 = 75.06m AOD�
&7&&�L�&71*8� �1&&&� ��)���27����/��.�����7�17�
&71*�L�&7"%8� �1&&1� A/0�������07����/��.�����7�17�
&7"%�L�&7;$8� �1&&*� A/0�������07����/��.�7�
&7;$8�B� �1&&;� �/���/2���/.�27����/��.�����7�17�
�
Description: ���/�,�/��2���,/2�6�/���������6��0�������)������7�
�
�
)� ����������������
�
�
$71� 
�� ������� 6�2�� ��/��/�5�6/,����� ��������0�������,����������6�/�,�/��2���,/2�
6�/���������6��0�7�
�
�
-� ������������	�
�
%71� ���� ������/�� ,�88��25��.��2/����5���)���2� �1&&&�� /�0/�!����5�� ��6���
�/�05� ��2�� <&71*� L� &7(&8� ���,!=7� 
�� )/��� �6� ���� ����� �1&&&� �.��2/5� -�����2�
�1&&(��/�2��������8�0����5��,2/5�5���2���������/.�2�<&71&�L�&7(*8����,!=����,�����
������.��2/5������/���/2���/.�27�
�������/������)/����6����������0�)�������6�8/0��
�����0�<&7(&�L�&7#*8����,!�������/2=������)�������/��.������������27�
�
%7"� �����/���/2���/.�2���1&&;���/��)�������/��&7"*�L�&7%*8���2����C�������
�����0�2�.�2�/�0�,�8)����0�/�8�0����0/�!�5�22����2�������/�05�/�0���2�5���/.�2�
�����)/�,�����6�,2/57�
�
�
=� ����
������
�
'71� ����������/0�/�)������/2�6���/�,�/��2���,/2���8/��������)/���,�2/��6�������
)���������,��8�0��./2�/�0�)���H8�0��./2�/�,�/��2��57������/��������,������6�
�����2�������������,�/��2���,/2����/���7�1*���0����6��0����������,/2��2/�7������
���/� ��,�8)/����� ���� 8�0��./2� /�0� 2/���� ����2�8���� �6� D�/����5� 	�07�
����������,�6��0��/���/2���!�����6��8�����/��/������������7
�
'7"� 
�� ���� �.���� ��� /�,�/��2���,/2� 6�/������ ��� 6��0�� ����� ��.�/2�07� ���
��0�,/������6�/�5�)��.�����0�.�2�)8�����6�����������/���.�0�����C,�)���������
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�
1&71� ��,��.����,��0��������/����.�����5����22����0�)�����0������/�5�0��/��0�
6��0�� 6��8� ���� ����� /�� -��.��/��� A����87� ���� /�,��.�� ��22� ��� 9�/���6��0��
��0���0����0�C�0��,����H��6����,�0�/�0�,��,!�0�6���������/2�,��������,57�
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��<���	��
�������
�
��,�/��2���,/2�-�2����������20� 2�!�� ��� ��/�!�A��D����/)��5� 6��� 6��0���� ����
)��3�,��/�0�6�������/�����/�,�7�
�
�-����20�/2���2�!�����/,!���2�0���������)���/�0�/0.�,���6�A����05�
��������6�
����6��0�����������5�����,�2��������,�	�.����8�����0.����5���/8�
�
�
���	��
������
�
D����������2���,/2�-��.�5�<D�-=��1'$%��Legend for the 1:625,000 Geological 
map of the United Kingdom (solid geology); London.�A/��6��20�
�
��/�����0� 
��������� 6��� ��,�/��2������� <�
6�=�� "&1;��Standard and Guidance 
for Archaeological Field Evaluation7�
6�����/0����
�
��/��/8�� �7� G� E�22�/8����� 
7�� "&&;�� Access Road, Car Park & 
Reception/Storage Building, Harwood Park Crematorium, Bragbury End, 
Stevenage. An Archaeological Excavation Interim Site Narrative.  �-�
��)��2����0���)������7�1#1;�
�
�����5�� +7�� "&&(��Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England,�
	/������2�/����,�/��2��5�
,,/����/2��/)����1;?����
�
�
�������J7��"&1(��Land at Bragbury Lane (West), Stevenage, Hertfordshire.  An 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment. �-���)��2����0���)������7�;;$$�
�
A���/5��M7��1'';���Proposed Crematorium, Bragbury End, Stevenage. Detailed 
Evaluation7� � ����6��0������ ��,�/��2���,/2� ������ <����� ���� �-=� ��)��2����0�
��)������7�#;
�
-��2�-��.�5��6�	��2/�0�/�0�E/2���<--	E=��1'%(��Legend for the 1:250,000 
Soil Map of England and Wales.�--	E���/�)��0���
�
E�22�/8���M7��"&&$���Bragbury House, Bragbury End, Stevenage, Hertfordshire.  
Archaeological Monitoring and Recording.  �-���)��2����0���)������7�1'$*�
�
�
�
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������� J7�� "&1(�� Land at Bragbury Lane (West), Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire.  An Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment. �-�
��)��2����0���)������7�;;$$�
�

��&&#�$� "0� 0�� %4"�8�
��!� �!2�

In February 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out 
an archaeological evaluation on land bounded by Bragbury 
Lane, Pembridge Gardens and Blenheim Way, Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 2678 2093). The evaluation was 
commissioned by Mr Bob Capsey and was undertaken in 
advance of the proposed construction of a new residential 
development of 5no 5 bed detached dwellings. 

The event the evaluation revealed no archaeological 
features or finds. 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Bragbury Lane, Stevenage, Hertfordshire (P5555)








