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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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� %<"6��("�&�#$�
� %<"6���&)"� Cherry Trees, Whitehall Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, 

Hertfordshire  CM23 2JH 
In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation 
of land at Cherry Trees, Whitehall Lane, Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2JH 
(NGR TL 48720 22590). The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning permission for the proposed construction of a 
dwelling (EHDC Planning Ref. 3/16/1946/FUL).   The evaluation was required based 
on advice from Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team 
(CCC HEAT), and it represents the initial requirement of the condition. 

The evaluation revealed a modern ditch and two modern pits.  

8��9�-��&�����#7%�!&"��'*� 1st March 2017 
8��5%����"��'�#@���A*� N $������"��'�#@���A*� TBC
8��(�<;���� 7055 4%���-�&�� AS 1874 
�,)���7�)��9�-�� An Archaeological Evaluation 
4%���������� Within Area of Archaeological Significance No.245 
�����(��!�(&����� Garden
8!�((�&�&�5�!�)<�(�� Dwelling
6�%(�7��������#B&����*� Modern ditch, modern pits 
4%:(%7%-�(��7%(&��#B&����*� None
� %<"6��#%6&��%��
���(�,��3%���%-���8��%��� Hertfordshire  East Herts Bishop’s 

Stortford
�����46��7�������� Hertfordshire HER 
8����-�&��#%7�'(�"(*� CM23 2JH 
������7��%��� c.750m2

���� �
�.�/�0���1�0
��%:����	3�#<%(�<�C*� c.75m AOD 
� %<"6��6 "&�% $�
 �%�7�%����&�;,� HCC HEAT  
8��9�-����)��5%������#8	*� Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
$�(&�&�;,� Lakemount Properties Ltd 
$�!!��%�!�� Cherry Trees, Whitehall Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, 

Hertfordshire  CM23 2JH.  An Archaeological Evaluation�
�������� Barlow, G. 
��)����(��� 5335
3����#�7���)���*� March 2017 
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SUMMARY 
�
In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation of land at Cherry Trees, Whitehall Lane, 
Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2JH (NGR TL 48720 22590). 
The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a planning 
condition attached to planning permission for the proposed 
construction of a dwelling (EHDC Planning Ref. 3/16/1946/FUL).   The 
evaluation was required based on advice from Hertordshire County 
Council Historic Environment Advisory Team (CCC HEAT), and it 
represents the initial requirement. 

The site lies within an area identified on the EHDC Local Plan as Area 
of Archaeological Significance 245.  The latter covers an area where 
multi-period activity from the early prehistoric to the Roman period has 
been identified.  Much new archaeological evidence has been revealed 
during investigations associated with the development of ‘Bishop’s 
Stortford North’, with further investigations to take place to the west 
and north for the ‘Eastern Neighbourhood’.  An evaluation in 2012 
some 300m west of the current site revealed late Iron Age and Roman 
activity comprising an extensive ditch complex and a late Iron Age pit.  
Late Bronze Age and Roman archaeology was also recorded (HER 
30301). Investigations by AS in 2009 during the redevelopment of 
Whitehall close to the south west also revealed evidence of the late 
Iron Age/Roman complex (HER 17995).   

The current evaluation revealed a modern ditch and two modern pits  
�
�
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���� �(� 6��-�� �0�/� ��-����!�:%-�!� 4�!��%�(�� #�4*� -���%�&� ���� �(�
��-����!�:%-�!� �5�!���%�(� �7� !�(&� ��� �����,� �����=� D�%����!!� 
�(�=�
 %���)�� 4����7��&=� ����7��&��%��� �6�2� �E�� #���� �
� .�/�0� ��1�0F�
$%:��� �� G� �*� ���� �5�!���%�(� "��� �(&����'�(� %(� -�<)!%�(-�� "%��� ��
)!�((%(:� -�(&%�%�(� ����-��&� ��� )!�((%(:� )��<%��%�(� 7��� ���� )��)���&�
-�(����-�%�(��7���(�"�&"�!!%(:� #��3��8!�((%(:���7��2������.��$�
*����
���� �5�!���%�(� "��� ��>�%��&� ;���&� �(� �&5%-�� 7��<� ������&��%���
���(�,� ���(-%!� �%����%-� �(5%��(<�(�� �&5%���,� ���<� #���� ����*=�
�(&�%����)����(�������%(%�%�!���>�%��<�(���7�����-�(&%�%�(��
�
����������5�!���%�(�"����(&����'�(�%(��--��&�(-��"%����&5%-�� %����&�
;,� ���� ����=� �(&� �� "�%���(� �-��<�� �7� %(5���%:��%�(� #�)�-%7%-��%�(*�
)��)���&�;,��4�#&���&�0��0���0�/*��(&��))��5�&�;,����������)��9�-��
-�(7��<�&����������������&��(��%�����7�����-����!�:%����#��7�*�Code of 



Conduct �(& Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field 
Evaluation #�0�.*=��(&�����&�-�<�(��Standards for Field Archaeology 
in the East of England�#���(�,��002*��
�
��2� �����)�%(-%)�!��;9�-�%5���7��������5�!���%�(�"�����
�
•� ��� &����<%(�� ���� !�-��%�(=� &���=� �C��(�=� -����-���=� -�(&%�%�(=�

�%:(%7%-�(-�� �(&� >��!%�,� �7� �(,� ���5%5%(:� ��<�%(�� !%�;!�� ��� ;��
�������(�&�;,� ����)��)���&�&�5�!�)<�(��� � �(�)���%-�!��=� %��"����
%<)����(�� ��� ����;!%��� ���� )����(-�� ��� �;��(-�� �7� �(,� 7�������
�5%&�(-�� �7� !���� )���%����%-� �(&� ��<�(� �-�%5%�,�� � ��� "��� �!���
%<)����(�� ����(&�����(&����� !�5�!��7��(,�)��5%�������(-��%�(��(�
���� �%��� �(&� �!��� ��� ��-����%(� "������� %�� "%!!� ;�� )���%;!�� ���
<%�%:���� ���� &�5�!�)<�(�� )��)���!�� ��� �--�<<�&���� �(,�
���5%5%(:� ��-����!�:%-�!� ��<�%(�� "%��%(� ���� ����� �7� )��)���&�
��&�5�!�)<�(�F��(&��������������������

�
H� ��� )��5%&�� �(� �&�>����!,� &���%!�&� )��9�-�� ��)���� ��� )!�-�� ����

7%(&%(:�� �7� ���� )��9�-�� %(� ���%�� !�-�!� �(&� ��:%�(�!� -�(��C�=� "%���
��7���(-�� ��� ��������� �(:!%�(���:%�(�!�������-�� $��<�"��'��
�(&������:����!�5�(��;�-':���(&�������-����������

�
Planning policy context 
�
��.� ���� ���%�(�!� 8!�((%(:� 8�!%-,� $��<�"��'� #�88$� �0��*� �������
����� ������ )����� �7� ���� �%����%-� �(5%��(<�(�� ����� ��5�� �%:(%7%-�(-��
;�-������7����%���%����%-=���-����!�:%-�!=���-�%��-����!�������%��%-�%(�������
���� ���%��:�� �������� ���� �88$� �%<�� ��� &�!%5��� �����%(�;!��
&�5�!�)<�(��;,��(���%(:� �����)�!%-%����(&�&�-%�%�(�� �����-�(-��(� ����
�%����%-� �(5%��(<�(�� ��-�:(%��� ����� ���%��:�� ������� ���� �� (�(I
��(�"�;!�� ������-�=� ��'�� �--��(�� �7� ���� "%&��� ��-%�!=� -�!����!=�
�-�(�<%-� �(&� �(5%��(<�(��!� ;�(�7%��� �7� ���%��:�� -�(���5��%�(=� �(&�
��-�:(%��� ����� %(��!!%:�(�!,� <�(�:�&� -��(:�� <�,� ��<��%<��� ;��
(�-�����,� %7� ���%��:�� ������� ���� ��� ;��<�%(��%(�&� 7��� ���� !�(:� ���<���
���� �88$� ��>�%���� �))!%-��%�(�� ��� &��-�%;�� ���� �%:(%7%-�(-�� �7� �(,�
���%��:�������=� %(-!�&%(:� %�������%(:� �����<�,�;���77�-��&� %(�)��)���%�(�
������������J��%<)����(-���(&�����)���(�%�!�%<)�-���7�����)��)���!����
�
��1� ���� �88$� �%<�� ��� -�(���5�� �(:!�(&J�� ���%��:�� ������� %(� ��
<�((��� �))��)�%���� ��� ���%�� �%:(%7%-�(-�=� "%��� ��;���(�%�!� ���<� ���
&��%:(���&� ���%��:�� ������� #%���� !%���&� ;�%!&%(:�=� �-��&�!�&�
<�(�<�(��*� �(!,� )��<%���&� %(� �C-�)�%�(�!� -%�-�<���(-��� "��(� ����
)�;!%-� ;�(�7%�� �7� �� )��)���!� ���"�%:��� ���� -�(���5��%�(� �7� ���� ��������
���� �77�-�� �7� )��)���!�� �(� (�(I&��%:(���&� ���%��:�� ������� <���� ;��
;�!�(-�&� �:�%(��� ���� �-�!�� �7� !���� �(&� �%:(%7%-�(-�� �7� ���� �����=� ;���
(�(I&��%:(���&� ���%��:�� ������� �7� &�<�(����;!,� �>�%5�!�(��
�%:(%7%-�(-��<�,�;��-�(�%&���&���;9�-�� ���������<��)�!%-%������������
����� ���� &��%:(���&�� � ���� �88$� ������� ����� �))����(%�%��� ��� -�)�����
�5%&�(-�� 7��<� ���� �%����%-� �(5%��(<�(�=� ��� ��-��&� �(&� �&5�(-�� ����
�(&�����(&%(:��7����%��:����������(&����<�'����%��)�;!%-!,��5�%!�;!��%��
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;�� ��'�(� %(� ��<�((��� )��)���%�(���� ��� ���� �%:(%7%-�(-�� �7� �� ���%��:��
�������(&����%<)�-���7�����)��)���!=�)���%-�!��!,�"����������%��:��������
%�����;��!�����
�
�
�� ������������������������
�
���� �����%��� !%����(�����(������(��%&���7�D�%����!!�
�(�=��;�5������
5�!!�,� �7� ���� �%5��� 4������ ��� -�<)�%���� ���� �C%��%(:� :��&�(� ����� �7� ����
���%&�(�%�!�&"�!!%(:��7������,������=�%<<�&%���!,��&9�-�(�������-����(��
���%&�(�%�!� &�5�!�)<�(��� ��� %�� )��)���&� ��� ;�%!&� �� (�"� &���-��&�
&"�!!%(:�%(����������:��&�(�)!�����
���
�
�� ����
�������
��	�
���������	��
�
2��� �����%���!%����(�:�(�!,��!�)%(:��(&��(&�!��%(:�!�(&�7��<%(:�)����
�7� ���� 5�!!�,� �7� ���� �%5��� 4����=� "�%-�� 7!�"�� (����� ��� ������
�))��C%<���!,�.00<������������������!%������-�//<��	3���
�
2���  %���)J�� 4����7��&� %�� �%�����&� �(� �� -��)� �7� �"�� &%77���(�� ��!%&�
:��!�:%��� -�<)�%�%(:� ;���� 
�"��� ��-�(�� ���&%(:�  �&�=� (�<�!,� ��
-�<)!�C� �7� 5���%-�!!,� �(&� !�����!!,� 5��,%(:� :��5�!�=� ��(&�=� �%!��� �(&�
-!�,�=� ��� ���� (����� �(&� ��-�(�� 
�(&�(� �!�,� ��� ���� ������ # �%�%���
���!�:%-�!�4��5�,���/�*���
�
�
.� �������	�
���	��������������	����=
�����

Prehistory to Romano-British 

.��� ���� �%����%-� !�(&�-�)�� �7�  %���)J�� 4����7��&� %�� -�(���&� �(� ����
�%5���4����=�"�%-��<�,���5���(-����&�<����-�<)!�C�;��%&�&�-������
�(�����7!��&�)!�%(�#����20/20*�� ���<)���&���� ����5�!!�,��7� �����%5���

��� ��� ���� ������ "���=� ���� 4����� �!!�,� ���� )��&�-�&� ��!��%5�!,� !%��!��
�5%&�(-�� �7� ���!,� )���%����%-� �-�%5%�,�� � �� 8�!���!%��%-� �5���� �(&�
�-���!%�(� 7!%(�� ��(&� �C��� "���� 7��(&� c�210<� ��� ���� �����I"���� �(&�
c�100<� ��� ���� ����� ���)�-�%5�!,� #���� �22��� G� �0��*�� � 4-������� �7�
6���!%��%-�7!%(��"��'=� %(-!�&%(:������(-�����C���(&�-����=�������-��&�&�
c��00<� ��� ���� �����I"���� #���� ��.�� G� ��22*�� � ���!,� ���!%��%-� 7!%(��
"��'%(:��))����������5��;��(��(&����'�(�c�100<��������(����I������(�
��)!�������5��!��'%(:������%5���#������//�*F�"%����5%&�(-��7��� ��(K��
�:���-�%5%�,�%(�����5%-%(%�,��!����))���%(:����;��7�-����&��(������%:����
)!�������5��!��'%(:������%5��=�%(-!�&%(:��(����!,� ��(K���:���%(:�&%�-��
�(&� !����;��(K���:��&%�-����c��00<���� ����(����I����� #������//��G�
��///*=�"�%!�� �� !����  ��(K���:�� �(-!������ !%��� c�/10<� ��� ���� (����I
"����#����20200*��
�



.������-����!�:%-�!� %(5���%:��%�(�� %(����� !���� ��(�,�������5��!��&������
��5%�%�(��7�����&�5�!�)<�(���7�����!�������(��:��!�(&�-�)����� %���)J��
4����7��&����(���-����!�:%-�!��5�!���%�(��7���7%�!&�c�100<��������"�����7�
���� �%��� %(5���%:���&� �� -%�-�!��� �%(:� &%�-�� "%��� ���� �))����(-�� �7� ��
���(&�;����"F���"�5�������&%�-�5��,��7��%:(%7%-�(��>��(�%�%����7�)�����,�
�(&� �(%<�!� ;�(�=� %(-!�&%(:� �� -�<)!���� ������ �'�!!� ���� !�&� ��� ����
)����!��%�(� ����� %�� <�,� ��5�� 7�(-�%�(�&� ��� �� !���� ���(� �:�� ���%(�=�
)���%;!,� ����%(:� ��  ��(K�� �:�� ;����"=� ;��� 7������� %(5���%:��%�(� %��
��>�%��&�#����20���*���4%<%!��!,��(��5�!���%�(�%(5���%:��%�(�c��00<����
���� "���� �7� ���� �%��� ��-��&�&� �(� �C��(�%5�� -�<)!�C� �7� &%�-���=�
-�(��%(%(:� !���� ���(� �:�� �(&� ��<�(� <����%�!=� ;��� "%��� &�)��%�%�(�
-!���!,� -�<<�(-%(:� ;�7���� ���� ��<�(� ��(>����� #���� 2020�F�
E�-'��(��0��*��
�
.�2� �� ���&�%&�� �%;;�(� ����!�<�(�� &�5�!�)�&� ���  %���)J�� 4����7��&�
#����1�2*� %(�������<�(�)��%�&=� 7�-����&��!�(:�4��(��4�����=�"�����
�����"����������)������c�100<��������������#����.��0=���2��G��1�0*���
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Description: Trench 1 contained Ditch F1003 which was also recorded 
in Trench 2 (F1005).  In Trench 2 the ditch contained early modern 
(19th century) pottery.  A modern pit, F1010, that cut a modern made 
ground layer (L1002) was also present in Trench 1. 
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Description: Trench 2 contained a shallow, modern ditch (F1005) that 
continued through Trench 1 (F1003).  It was cut by a modern pit 
(F1007).
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 �%�%��� ���!�:%-�!� 4��5�,� # �4*=� ��/�=� Legend for the 1:625,000 
Geological map of the United Kingdom (solid geology); London.�
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���(�,=� 3�=� �002=� Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England,�������(:!%�(���-����!�:,�	--��%�(�!�8�)�����.��
��	�
�
4�%!� 4��5�,� �7� �(:!�(&� �(&� D�!��� #44�D*=� ���2=� Legend for the 
1:250,000 Soil Map of England and Wales.�44�D=����)�(&�(�
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Andy Peachey CMIfA 
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�
���"��&)"�&�(�&(( "$$2� Cherry Trees, Whitehall Lane, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire  

CM23 2JH 
�%!��'2�������� District: East Herts  
;�##&7"9�%4�2��" �0% (� Parish: Bishop’s Stortford 
�#&����7� &??#�6&��%��
 "0" "�6"2���

EHDC Planning Ref. 3/16/1946/FUL 

�#�"����&)"9&(( "$$9�"#2� Lakemount Properties Ltd  
�&�! "�%0�&??#�6&��%�2� Residential
� "$"���#&�(�!$"2 Garden
��F"�%0�&??#�6&��%��& "&2�
65*/+)��

Size of area investigated
47m2 

�
��B-�0�7! "$C2�� TL 48720 22590 
���"��%("2��� AS 1874 
���"�
(� "6�% 9� 7&��F&��%��

Archaeological Solutions Ltd 

�'?"�%0�4% 82� Trial trench evaluation 
�&�"�%0�4% 82��� 1st March 2017 
	%6&��%�� %0�
0��($9�! &���7�)!$"!)2�

Bishop’s Stortford 

�"#&�"(������%$2� Periods represented: Modern (19th C) 
�"#"G&��� ? "G�%!$�
$!))& �"$9 "?% �$2��I�

-

�!))& '� %0� 0�"#(4% 8�
 "$!#�$2�

In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation of land at Cherry Trees, Whitehall Lane, 
Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2JH (NGR TL 48720 
22590). The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning permission for the 
proposed construction of a dwelling (EHDC Planning Ref. 
3/16/1946/FUL).   The evaluation was required based on advice 
from Hertordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory 
Team (CCC HEAT), and it represents the initial requirement. 

The evaluation revealed a modern ditch and two modern pits  

�!�1% �%0�$!))& '2��
������� ��!�"�

Date of Summary:
March 2017 
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from the Ordnance2012
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number   100036680
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