
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������	�
���	���	������	���
�
�
�

�
�������	
����	����������	
���
����

����
������
�����
���
����
�����������
�

�
�������������������
������
���
�����
�
�
�
�

��
����� !"��#$��%�&�'�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

��()#!*������+"��,-(#��.� ,/+-#!0���!,1#!(2�
�����������������3�!,��� /4#��.�3506!#��+�!,4,3!5)2�
�
��
*����%7�7���8%����� 
,1#!(��#*�9%�:�
� 4(! 5(*���34(��,!(4� � (,��#+,*������:���

�!#;,5(��#*�'�����11!#<,+*���/3 !,��3/1 �����=���
� �3(,*��'��5(#>,!����'�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�) 4� !,1#!(�  4� 5#�= +,�( 3/� (#� (),� 5/ ,�($� � �!5)3,#/#6 53/� �#/�( #�4� �(+� 355,1(4� �#�
!,41#�4 > / ("� #!� / 3> / ("� (#� 3�"� () !+� 13!("� (#� -)#?� () 4� !,1#!(� #!� 3�"� 13!(� #=�  (�  4� ?3+,�
0�#-�$����"�4�5)�13!("�!,/ ,4��1#��() 4�!,1#!(�,�( !,/"�3(�(), !�#-��! 40$���#�13!(�#=�() 4�!,1#!(�
?3"�>,�!,1!#+�5,+�>"�3�"�?,3�4�- ()#�(�1,!? 44 #�$�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017 
�

Pishiobury House, Pishiobury Drive, Sawbridgeworh, Hertfordshire   CM21 0AF; Archaeological Monitoring & Recording�
�

�

�
�

�!5)3,#/#6 53/��#/�( #�4� 4�3�� �+,1,�+,�(�3!5)3,#/#6 53/�5#�(!35(#!�1!#< + �6�(),�4,!< 5,4�
-) 5)�43( 4="�3//�3!5)3,#/#6 53/�!,�� !,?,�(4�#=�1/3�� �6�311/ 53( #�4� �5/�+ �6*�

�
Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project details 
Project name Pishiobury House, Pishiobury Drive, Sawbridgeworh, 

Hertfordshire  CM21 0AF 
In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological monitoring in 
association with the residential conversion of Pishiobury House, Pishiobury Drive, 
Sawbridgeworth, Hertfordshire.  The monitoring was undertaken in compliance with a planning 
condition attached to planning approval for the residential conversion of the mansion into a 
number of dwellings (EHDC Planning Ref. 3/15/0683/LBC).  The monitoring was undertaken 
based on the advice of the Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team 
(HCC HEAT). 
Pishiobury House lies within Area of Archaeological Significance 203 identified on the Local 
Plan.  The area contains the Grade II* listed Pishiobury House and its Registered park land and 
also earlier features such as the Scheduled Ancient Monuments of a probable Neolithic 
causewayed enclosure and Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman remains, including Roman 
inhumation burials. The park land at Pishiobury was reputedly landscaped by Capability Brown, 
with the house being remodelled in 1782-3 by James Wyatt, though fragments of an earlier 
building survive or have been reused.  The house has been subject to recent historic building 
recording by Barry Hillman-Crouch.
Monitoring of ground reduction and the excavation of service trenches was conducted on the 
west and north sides of the mansion.  Numerous modern services were recorded as well as 
layers of made ground. Of most note was a mixed layer (L1003) which consisted principally of 
red brick rubble which was likely linked with the deposition of a section of masonry (M1004), also 
of red brick, and representing the raising of ground level using material from an earlier phase of 
the house or from demolition of an outbuilding.  The foundations of the mansion were also 
exposed on the north side of the house and included a red brick buttress supporting a pilaster 
above.
Project dates (fieldwork) 14, 16, 21 & 28 June 2017 
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work  N 
P. number  7102 Site code AS1901
Type of project Archaeological monitoring & recording 
Site status Within Area of Archaeological Significance 203 
Current land use Office  
Planned development Conversion to residential 
Main features (+dates) Section of fallen wall, modern services. 
Significant finds (+dates)  
Project location 
County/ District/ Parish Hertfordshire East Hertfordshire Sawbridgeworth 
HER for area Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record  
Post code (if known) CM21 0AF 
Area of site c.200m2 
NGR TL 48082 13412 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.40-50m AOD 
Project creators 
Brief issued by Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by M & D Developments  
Full title Pishiobury House, Pishiobury Drive, Sawbridgeworh, 

Hertfordshire   CM21 0AF.  Archaeological Monitoring & 
Recording

Authors Newton, A. & Wilson, L. 
Report no. 5429 
Date (of report) October 2017 
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In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
monitoring in association with the residential conversion of Pishiobury House, 
Pishiobury Drive, Sawbridgeworth, Hertfordshire.  The monitoring was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning approval for the 
residential conversion of the mansion into a number of dwellings (EHDC Planning 
Ref. 3/15/0683/LBC).  The monitoring was undertaken based on the advice of the 
Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team (HCC HEAT). 

Pishiobury House lies within Area of Archaeological Significance 203 identified on 
the Local Plan.  The area contains the Grade II* listed Pishiobury House and its 
Registered park land and also earlier features such as the Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments of a probable Neolithic causewayed enclosure and Bronze Age, Iron 
Age and Roman remains, including Roman inhumation burials. The park land at 
Pishiobury was reputedly landscaped by Capability Brown, with the house being 
remodelled in 1782-3 by James Wyatt, though fragments of an earlier building 
survive or have been reused.  The house has been subject to recent historic building 
recording by Barry Hillman-Crouch.  

Monitoring of ground reduction and the excavation of service trenches was 
conducted on the west and north sides of the mansion.  Numerous modern services 
were recorded as well as layers of made ground. Of most note was a mixed layer 
(L1003) which consisted principally of red brick rubble which was likely linked with 
the deposition of a section of masonry (M1004), also of red brick, and representing 
the raising of ground level using material from an earlier phase of the house or from 
demolition of an outbuilding.  The foundations of the mansion were also exposed on 
the north side of the house and included a red brick buttress supporting a pilaster 
above.
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���	�:����������	����;
�����
�
��� ,G(,�4 <,� ) 4(#! 5� >� /+ �6� !,5#!+ �6� )34� >,,�� 1!,< #�4/"� 53!! ,+� #�(� >"� �A���
.� //?3�F�!#�5)� ���92� 3�+� (),� =#//#- �6� (,G(� /3!6,/"� �( / 4,4� () 4� !,5#!+ �6� - ()�
3++ ( #�3/� 4�11/,?,�(4� =!#?� (),� � 4(#! 5� ��< !#�?,�(� 
,5#!+� 3�+� �3->! +6,-#!()�
�G(,�4 <,�	!>3����!<,"�.�,++#�����!"3�(��:::2$��
�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017 
�

Pishiobury House, Pishiobury Drive, Sawbridgeworh, Hertfordshire   CM21 0AF; Archaeological Monitoring & Recording�
�

'

Prehistoric 
�
%$�� �=� /#53/�  ?1#!(3�5,� 3�� ,3!/"� �,#/ () 5� 53�4,-3",+� ,�5/#4�!,� / ,4� - () ��
� 4) #>�!"��3!0�c.9%�?�(#�(),��#!()F,34(�#=� (),�)#�4,�.���
��D�92$� �(�5#?1! 4,4�
()!,,� !#-4� #=� + (5),4� ,35)� #=� -) 5)�  4�  �(,!!�1(,+� >"� 3� 4,! ,4� #=� 6314� #!�
J53�4,-3"4H$� �),� + (5),4� ,G(,�+� =#!� 3� + 4(3�5,� #=� c$�8�?� 3�+� 6,�,!3//"� =#//#-� (),�
5#�(#�!4� #=� (),� <3//,"� 4 +,$� �),� 4 (,� #�/"� 311,3!4� #�� 3,! 3/� 1)#(#6!31)4� .���
�
'D%'2�34�3//�< 4 >/,�J3>#<,F6!#��+H�,< +,�5,�#=�  (�)34�>,,��!,?#<,+�>"�5#�( ��#�4�
1/#�6) �6� #=� -)3(� -34� ��( /� !,5,�(/"� 3!3>/,� /3�+� .�,++#�� �� �!"3�(� �:::� �2$� �),�
4 (,� 4�+,4 6�3(,+�34�3��5),+�/,+��#��?,�(�.
,=*����D%��2$�
�
%$�� �< +,�5,�=#!�3�1!#>3>/,��,#/ () 5�)3> (3( #��4 (,�-34�=#��+�+�! �6�(),�)#�4 �6�
+,<,/#1?,�(� #=� (),� 
#-�,"� �3!?� 3!,3� #=� � 4) #>�!"� �3!0�  �� �:89F'� .���
� 9772$�
�),� +3(3� -34� �#(� -,//� !,5#!+,+� >�(�  4� 0�#-�� (#� )3<,� 5#?1! 4,+� 1#((,!"� =/ �(� 3�+�
>#�,� (##/4� .�,++#�����!"3�(��:::�82$� ���5/#4,!�1!#G ? ("� (#� (),�)#�4,�3� �,#/ () 5�
=/ �(�3G,� 4�!,5#!+,+�c.�D�?�(#�(),��#!()F-,4(�#=�(),�)#�4,�)#-,<,!�(),��3( #�3/�6! +�
!,=,!,�5,� 4�311!#G ?3(,�.���
�97:2$��
�
Romano-British 
�
%$8� ��0�#-��
#?3��< //3�4 (,�/ ,4�%$90?�(#�(),��#!()F,34(�3(�� ((/,��3// �6>�!"�#��
(),��44,G�4 +,�#=�(),�<3//,"$���),�4 (,�#=�3�1!#>3>/,�
#?3��(,?1/,�#!�< //3� 4�0�#-��
3(��1,/>!##0��3!?��0?�(#�(),��#!()�#=�(),�(#-��3�+�(),!,� 4�3�5#�5,�(!3( #��#=�= �+4�
#=�(),�1,! #+�(#�(),�-,4(�#=�(),�13!0�.�,++#�����!"3�(��:::�%2$����5,?,(,!"�#=�8!+F
%()�5,�(�!"�+3(,�/ ,4�c.7��?�(#�(),�-,4(�3�+� (�5#?1! 4,4��%�>�! 3/4�3�+�6!3<,�6##+4�
.���
��':D2$���! �6�(),�5#�4(!�5( #��#=�3�5,441##/�5/#4,�(#�(),��,-/"F>� /(�
#-�,"�
�#+6,� ��� 4) #>�!"��3!0�3�4?3//�>!#-��;�6�#!�<34,�3�+�(-#�
#?3��5 �,!3!"��!�4�
3113!,�(/"� 5#�(3 � �6� 5!,?3( #�4� -,!,� =#��+� .�,++#�� �� �!"3�(� �:::� %B� ���
�
�D772$�
�
Anglo-Saxon 
�
%$%� �� = �+� #=� 3� �3G#��  !#�� 3!!#-),3+� 5#?1! 4,4� (),� #�/"� = �+� #!� =,3(�!,� #=� () 4�
1,! #+�  �� (),� < 5 � ("� #=� (),� 4 (,$� �(�  4� !,5#!+,+� c.�9�?� (#� (),� �#!()F-,4(� 3/#�6�
� 4) #>�!"��! <,�.���
�D9882$��
�
Medieval
�
%$9� ���c.��%%�3�6!3�(�#=�/3�+�>"��,#==!,"�+,��3�+,< //,�5#�4 4( �6�#=�K'%�/ >!3(,4�
#=�/3�+H�?,�( #�4�(),�?3�#!�#=�� 4) #>�!"�.�36,��:���88D2�()#�6)�-34� �5/�+,+� ��
(),��3�#!�#=��3->! +6,-#!()���( /�(),�,�+�#=�(),��8()�5,�(�!"$��),�4�55,44#!4�#=�(),�
�3�+,< //,4� (),� +,� �3"4� 6!3�(,+� (),� ), !,44� #=� � 4) #>�!"� )��( �6� ! 6)(4� #�� (),�
� 4) #>�!"�,4(3(,� ��!,(�!��=#!�=!,,�-3!!,��()!#�6)#�(�(),�?3�#!�.�����:D'��%2$�
�
�� !,�(3/� #=� ��:%� !,<,3/4� ()3(� � 4) #>�!"� 5#?1! 4,+� 3� ?3�#!� )#�4,� �%�� 35!,4� #=�
3!3>/,� �:� 35!,4� #=� ?,3+#-� �'� 35!,4� #=� 134(�!,� 3�+� �9D� 35!,4� #=� 13!0$� �)#!(/"�
3=(,!-3!+4�3�� �<,�(#!"�#=�c$�8�'F�8�+,45! >,+�(),�?3�#! 3/�>� /+ �64�34�5#�4 4( �6�
#=�3��#�(,!�5#�!(�- ()�>3!��6!3�6,�3�+�+#<,5#(,�3�+�3��  ��,!�5#�!(�- ()�)3//�3�+�
5)31,/�3�+�!##?4�>� /(�#<,!� (),?�.�? ()��::8��'�B��,++#�����!"3�(��:::�92$� ���
(),�,3!/"��%()�5,�(�!"�(),�?3�#!�)3+�3�)3//�- ()�5)31,/�3�+�5)3?>,!4� (4�/#53( #�� 4�
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��5,!(3 ��>�(� (�? 6)(�)3<,�>,,��3�?#3(,+�4 (,� ��(),�13!0�1!#>3>/"��,3!,!�(),�(#-��
(#�(),��#!()�.���
����D82$�
�
Post-Medieval
�
%$D� ��4�!<,"�+!3-���1� ���98%�+,45! >,4�3�/3!6,�-,//F-##+,+�13!0�(),�1,! ?,(,!�
#=� -) 5)� -34� �,3!/"� (-#� ? /,4�  �� /,�6()� 3�+� -) 5)� 5#�(3 �,+� 63?,� +,,!� 3�+�
5#�,"4� .!3>> (42� 3�+� 3� 0,,1,!4H� /#+6,� .�36,� �:��B� 8872$� ��� �979� 3� �,-� ?3�#!�
)#�4,� -34� >� /(� >"� � !� �3/(,!� � /+?3"� 1#44 >/"� #�� (),� 4 (,� #=� 3�� ,3!/ ,!� ?#3(,+�
)#�4,� ()#�6)� �? ()� >,/ ,<,+� (),� ,G 4( �6� )#�4,� (#� !,(3 �� 4#?,� �D()� 5,�(�!"�
>! 50-#!0� 4,,� >,/#-$� �),� ,4(3(,� -34� 4#/+�  �� �D��� (#� � #�,/� �!3�= ,/+� �3!/� #=�
� ++/,4,G� =#!�-)#?� �� 6#�A#�,4�+,4 6�,+� (),�1#!5)� 3�+�#(),!� 3/(,!3( #�4�  ���D�9�
.����� ,�(!"� �#$� ������'2$� �),� ) 4(#! 3�� �)3��5"� /3(,!� +,45! >,+� (),� )#�4,� 34�
>, �6�3�L<,!"��,3(�3�+�=3 !�� /,�#=�3�>� /+ �6$$$M�.�)3��5"��'���89�2$��(�-34�1#44 >/,�
!,=35,+� >"� � !� �)#?34� �,- ((�  �� �DD�B� 3� 1#!(!3 (� #=� (),� )#�4,� 1!,F�'��� 4)#-4� 3�
4��+ 3/� 3>#<,� (),� ,�(!3�5,� 1#!5)� 34� ,�6!3<,+� - ()� () 4� +3(,� .�11,�+ G� �2$� �),�
3!5) (,5(�!3/�4("/,�#=�(),�)#�4,� ��() 4�13 �( �6� 4��/ N3>,()3�&A35#>,3��3�+�+,1 5(4�
/3!6,� 5) ?�,"� 4(3504� - +,� ?�// #�F(!3�4#?� - �+#-4� 3�+� =#!?3/� 63!+,�4$� � �� = !,�
!,1�(,+/"� >�!�,+� +#-�� (),� )#�4,�  �� �'7�� 3�+� 3� �,-� )#�4,� -34� +,4 6�,+� =#!�
A,!,? 3)� � /,4� >"� A3?,4� �"3((�  �� �#() 5� 
,< <3/� 4("/,� .���
� ���D82� /3(,!�
 //�4(!3(,+�  �� �,3/,H4� Views of Seats  �� �7��� .�11,�+ G� 82$� ��#(),!� �:()� 5,�(�!"�
,�6!3< �6�.�11,�+ G�%2�3/4#�4)#-4�(),�)#�4,$��
�
%$'� �),� ��
� �#(,4� ()3(� �#() �6� !,?3 �4� #=� (),� 1!,F�"3((� )#�4,� 34� +#,4� (),�
���9� ��
� .� //?3�F�!#�5)� ���9� D�2$� � �#-,<,!� �? ()� .�::8� �'�2� !,5#!+4� �D()�
5,�(�!"�>! 50-#!0�3(�(),�5#!�,!�1 ,!4�#=�(),�)#�4,�3�+� �+,,+�(),�>! 50-#!0�),!,� 4�
#=�1#44 >/,��D()�#!��'()�5,�(�!"�+3(,�-) /,�(),�4(3>/,4�3�+�>3!��3!,� ��(),�?3 ��#=�
c$�D���.�,<4�,!��:''����2$��),�!,�4,�#=�?3(,! 3/4�=!#?�(),�,3!/ ,!�?3�#!�)#�4,� 4�
=�!(),!�  ?1/ ,+� >"� (),� 1!,4,�5,� #=� 4#?,�  �(,!�3/� �D()� 5,�(�!"� = G(�!,4� 3�+� = (( �64�
.�36,��:���8872$���!(),!?#!,�(),������+,45! 1( #���#(,4�  (�-34�!,?#+,//,+�3=(,!�
= !,��#(�!,>� /(�.���
,=*��8�''D�2$�
�
%$7� ��! �6� (),� !,>� /+ �6� #=� (),� )#�4,� (),� 13!0� /3�+4531,� -34� !,?#+,//,+� >"�
J�313> / ("H� �!#-�� -)#�  �(!#+�5,+� 3�� #!�3?,�(3/� /30,� 3�+� !,?#<,+� (),� (!,,F/ �,+�
3<,��,4� .��443�4� 7�2$� �! #!� (#� () 4� (),� )#�4,� )3+� =#!?3/� #!�3?,�(3/� 63!+,�4�
("1 53/� #=� �'()� 5,�(�!"� ?3�4 #�� )#�4,4� .���
� '8892$� �),� �7()� 5,�(�!"� /3�+4531,�
4�!< <,4�< !(�3//"� �(35(�.�,++#�����!"3�(��:::�9FD2$��
�
%$:� �3!(#6!31) 5� 4#�!5,4� 1!#+�5,+�  �� � //?3�F�!#�5)� .���9� 9'F9:2� 4)#-� ()3(�
=!#?� �78:� 3(� (),� ( ?,� #=� (),� ( (),� ()!#�6)� (#� (),� ��()� 5,�(�!"� (),� )#�4,� 3�+�
#�(>� /+ �64�!,(3 �,+�(), !�6,�,!3/�/3"#�(� �(35($�
�
Modern
�
%$��� ����:8:F%��(),�)#�4,�-34�5#�<,!(,+�  �(#�3��311!#<,+�45)##/�3�+�(),��  �(#�
#== 5,4� ���:79F7'�.���
����D82$�
�
�
�
�
�
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+� 8������	�
9�
�
9$�� �),�3!5)3,#/#6 53/�?#� (#! �6�  �5/�+,+�3��3!,3�#=�6!#��+�!,+�5( #��3�+�(),�
,G53<3( #��#=�3�/#�6�4,!< 5,�(!,�5)�.� 64$�8�F�%2$��
�
9$�� �),� 3!5)3,#/#6 53/�  �<,4( 63( #�� 5#?1! 4,+� (),� #>4,!<3( #�� #=� 3//�
6!#��+-#!04�/ 0,/"�(#�3==,5(�3!5)3,#/#6 53/�!,?3 �4�(),� �41,5( #��#=�(),�4�>4# /�3�+�
�3(�!3/�+,1#4 (4�=#!�3!5)3,#/#6 53/�=,3(�!,4�(),�,G3? �3( #��#=�41# /�),314�3�+�(),�
!,5#!+ �6�#=�4# /�1!#= /,4$����5#��(,!,+�=,3(�!,4�3�+�+,1#4 (4�-,!,�5/,3�,+�>"�)3�+�
3�+�!,5#!+,+��4 �6�pro-forma�!,5#!+ �6�4),,(4�+!3-��(#�453/,�3�+�1)#(#6!31),+�34�
311!#1! 3(,$���G53<3(,+�41# /�-34�5),50,+�=#!�= �+4$�
�
�
�� ������"������.����	���� .�4�2�#�0�*�
��
D$�� �),� ,�5#��(,!,+� 4(!3( 6!31)"� -34� !,5#!+,+�  �� 43?1/,� 4,5( #�4� 1!,4,�(,+�
>,/#-*�
�
Sample section 1 
0.00 = 48.34m AOD 
�$���C��$�8?� ������ �3!?35�!#3+$�
�$�8�C��$9�?� ������ 
,F+,1#4 (,+��3(�!3/&?3+,�6!#��+$��� !?�? +�#!3�6,�>!#-��

43�+"�5/3"�- ()�=!,��,�(�4?3//�3�6�/3!�3�+�!#��+,+�=/ �(4�
�5534 #�3/�����=!36?,�(4$�

�$9��C��$:�?� ������ ��>4# /$��� !?�? +�6!,"�>!#-��5/3"�4 /(�- ()�=!,��,�(�4?3//�
3�6�/3!�=/ �($�

�
�
Sample section 2 
0.00 = 48.42m AOD 
�$���C��$�%?� ������ �3!?35$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$�%�C��$9'?� ������ 
,F+,1#4 (,+��3(�!3/&?3+,�6!#��+$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$9'�C��$:9?O� ������ ��>4# /$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�

�
Sample section 3 
0.00 = 48.47m AOD 
�$���C��$�9?� ������ �3!?35$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$�9�C��$�D?� ������ 
,F+,1#4 (,+��3(�!3/&?3+,�6!#��+$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$�D�C��$:9?O� ������ ��>4# /$���4�3>#<,�

Sample section 4
0.00 = 48.80m AOD 
�$���C��$�9?� ������ �3!?35$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$�9�C��$'�?� ������ 
,F+,1#4 (,+��3(�!3/&?3+,�6!#��+$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$'��C��$��?� ����8� �3+,�6!#��+$��!3�6,�!,+�>! 50�!�>>/,�- ()�,G(,�4 <,�?#!(3!�

3+),! �6� ��3�13/,�6!,"�>!#-��4 /("�?3(! G$�
�
�
Sample section 5
0.00 = 49.95m AOD 
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�$���C��$��?� ������ �3!?35$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$���C��$D�?� ������ 
,F+,1#4 (,+��3(�!3/&?3+,�6!#��+$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$D��C��$:7?O� ����%� �!3�6,�!,+�>! 50�.�:��G�����G�D�??2�>#�+,+�- ()�13/,�",//#-�

6!,"�?#!(3!$�
�$99�C��$:7?O� ������ ��>4# /$���4�3>#<,�
�
�
Sample section 6
0.00 = 49.93m AOD 
�$���C��$D�?� ������ 
,F+,1#4 (,+��3(�!3/&?3+,�6!#��+$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$D��C��$7�?O� ������ ��>4# /$���4�3>#<,�
�
�
Sample section 7
0.00 = 49.98m AOD 
�$���C��$�:?� ����9� �#14# /$�� !?�+3!0�>!#-��#!63� 5�43�+"�4 /($�
�$�:�C��$D%?� ������ 
,F+,1#4 (,+��3(�!3/&?3+,�6!#��+$��4��3?1/,��,5( #���$�
�$D%�C��$:�?� ������ ��>4# /$���4�3>#<,�
�
Description: The area of ground reduction and service trench contained numerous 
modern services. Towards the eastern end of the area of ground reduction, towards 
the house (Fig. 3 Section 5) a short length of a masonry (M1004) was revealed. The 
foundations of the mansion were exposed on the north elevation of the house (DP5). 

����%�-34�5#�4(!�5(,+�#=�#!3�6,�!,+�>! 50�?,34�! �6�311!#G ?3(,/"�'PM�G�%�&8L�G�
�PM�.�:�??�G����??�G�D8??2�>#�+,+�- ()�3�13/,�6!,"�>�==�5#/#�!,+�/ ?,�?#!(3!$��
�(� 311,3!,+� (#� !,1!,4,�(� 3� 4,5( #�� #=� -3//� 1#4 ( #�,+� #��  (4� 4 +,� 4#� ()3(� (),� >! 50�
5#�!4,4� -,!,� 4,(� 3(� 3�� 3�6/,� 3�+� 5/,3!/"� �#(� in-situ$� �),� 5)3!35(,!� 3�+� 1#4 ( #�� #=�
(),� ?34#�!"� 34� -,//� 34� (),� 4�!!#��+ �6� 3�+� �,3!>"� +,1#4 (4� .13!( 5�/3!/"� ����82�
4�66,4(� () 4� -34� /3 +� +#-�� 34� 13!(� #=� (),� >� /+ �6� �1� #=� (),� 6!#��+� /,<,/� �4 �6�
+,?#/ ( #�� ?3(,! 3/� 1!,4�?3>/"� =!#?� (),� ,3!/ ,!� 1)34,4� #=� (),� )#�4,$� �(� -34� �#(�
1#44 >/,�(#�!,(! ,<,�3�� �(35(�>! 50�=#!� �41,5( #�$�
�
��� (),� �#!()� 4 +,� #=� (),� )#�4,� (),� ,G53<3( #�� #=� (),� 4,!< 5,� (!,�5)� ,G1#4,+�
>! 50-#!0� =#!? �6� (),� =#��+3( #�4� #=� (),� ?3�4 #�� 3�+� 1!,4�?3>/"� 3/4#� 4�11#!( �6�
(),�5,//3!,+�3!,34$���),�?34#�!"�5#�4 4(4�#=�#!3�6,�>! 50-#!0�- ()�- +,�/ ?,�?#!(3!�
;# �(4�-) 5)�1!#;,5(4�34�3�- +,�>�((!,44�>,/#-�(),�1 /34(,!�()3(�! 4,4��1�(),�,/,<3( #��
.��4�8�3�+�92$�
�
�
%� ���.������������
�
�
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�������!���� ��  ����/� Pishiobury House, Pishiobury Drive, Sawbridgeworh, Hertfordshire   

CM21 0AF�
County:  Hertfordshire District: East Herts
Village/Town:
Sawbridgeworth

Parish: Sawbridgeworth 

Planning application 
reference: 

3/15/0683/LBC 

Client name/address/tel: M & D Developments 
Nature of application: Conversion to residential 
Present land use: Offices 
Size of application area: Size of area investigated c.200m2 
NGR (8 figures): TL 48082 13412  
Site Code: AS 1901 
Site director/Organisation: Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Type of work: Archaeological monitoring and recording. 
Date of work: 14, 16, 21 & 28 June 2017 
Location of finds/Curating 
museum:

Bishop’s Stortford 

Related SMR Nos:
12163 
7335

Periods represented:
Medieval to Modern 

Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  - 
Summary of fieldwork 
results:

In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an 
archaeological monitoring in association with the residential 
conversion of Pishiobury House, Pishiobury Drive, 
Sawbridgeworth, Hertfordshire.  The monitoring was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for the residential conversion of the mansion into a 
number of dwellings (EHDC Planning Ref. 3/15/0683/LBC).  
Pishiobury House lies within Area of Archaeological Significance 
203 identified on the Local Plan.  The area contains the Grade II* 
listed Pishiobury House and its Registered park land and also 
earlier features such as the Scheduled Ancient Monuments of a 
probable Neolithic causewayed enclosure and Bronze Age, Iron 
Age and Roman remains, including Roman inhumation burials. 
The park land at Pishiobury was reputedly landscaped by 
Capability Brown, with the house being remodelled in 1782-3 by 
James Wyatt, though fragments of an earlier building survive or 
have been reused. 
Monitoring of ground reduction and the excavation of service 
trenches was conducted on the west and north sides of the 
mansion.  Numerous modern services were recorded as well as 
layers of made ground. Of most note was a mixed layer (L1003) 
which consisted principally of red brick rubble which was likely 
linked with the deposition of a section of masonry (M1004), also of 
red brick, and representing the raising of ground level using 
material from an earlier phase of the house or from demolition of 
an outbuilding.  The foundations of the mansion were also 
exposed on the north side of the house and included a red brick 
buttress supporting a pilaster above. 

Author of summary:
Newton, A., & Wilson, L. 

Date of Summary: 
October 2017 
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Reproduced  from  the Ordnance2012
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
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Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
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Licence  number  100036680
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