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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project details
Project name Proposed extension, Cluden, Rucklers Lane, Kings Langley, 

Hertfordshire, WD4 9ND 
In August 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological investigation via 
`strip, map & record’ at the residential property of Cluden, Rucklers Lane, Kings Langley, 
Hertfordshire, WD4 9ND (NGR TL 05793 03933; Figs. 1 - 2).  The investigation was undertaken in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning approval for the construction of a single 
storey rear extension (Dacorum Borough Council (DBC) Planning Ref. 4/03024/16/FHA), based on 
the advice of Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team (HCC HEAT). 

The site was stripped to the base of the subsoil and the natural was exposed across the proposed  
extension footprint.  A concrete foundation and a small area of cobbled paving were exposed.  
Walls M1005 (flint and brick) and M1006 (flint) were visible in Sample Section 1.  M1005 appeared 
to represent the remains of a former outbuilding, and M1006 was a low retaining garden wall. 

The site stratigraphy was generally undisturbed and intact, and archaeological features if present 
would likely have been preserved.  Other than Walls M1005 and M1006 no archaeological features 
or finds were present.  The site had an archaeological potential, but that said the area of the 
extension was small. 

Project dates (fieldwork) 29 August 2017 
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work  TBC 
P. number 7231 Site code AS1899
Type of project Archaeological monitoring & recording 
Site status The site lies just south of Area of Archaeological Significance 52 
Current land use Residential dwelling & garden 
Planned development Proposed extension 
Main features (+dates) Walls M1005 (flint and brick) and M1006 (flint)  
Significant finds (+dates) None
Project location 
County/ District/ Parish Hertfordshire Dacorum Kings Langley 
HER for area Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER; enquiry No. 75/17)
Post code (if known) -
Area of site c.200m2 
NGR TL 05793 03933 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.125m AOD 
Project creators 
Brief issued by Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by Mr Keith Barnes
Full title Proposed extension, Cluden, Rucklers Lane, Kings Langley, 

Hertfordshire, WD4 9ND.  Archaeological Monitoring & 
Recording

Authors Mustchin, A., & Higgs, K. 
Report no. 5427
Date (of report) July 2017 
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In August 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
investigation via `strip, map & record’ at the residential property of Cluden, Rucklers 
Lane, Kings Langley, Hertfordshire, WD4 9ND (NGR TL 05793 03933; Figs. 1 - 2).  
The investigation was undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached 
to planning approval for the construction of a single storey rear extension (Dacorum 
Borough Council (DBC) Planning Ref. 4/03024/16/FHA), based on the advice of 
Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team (HCC HEAT). 

A notable number of archaeological investigations have been undertaken within the 
vicinity of Rucklers Lane; the majority associated with Shendish Manor, which is 
400m to the north (HERs EHT4437, EHT5647 & EHT7994).  However, the site lies to 
the immediate east of excavations on the A41 Kings Langley and Berkhamsted 
bypass, which were undertaken by Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust (HAT, now AS 
Ltd) in 1991 (HER EHT4541).  The construction of the by-pass provided the first 
major archaeological opportunity within the region to observe a large area of the 
Chiltern plateau, and revealed eight new archaeological sites along the southern 
plateau edges of the Bulbourne and Gade valleys (Last 2001). 

The site was stripped to the base of the subsoil and the natural was exposed across 
the proposed extension footprint.  A concrete foundation and a small area of cobbled 
paving were revealed.  Walls M1005 (flint and brick) and M1006 (flint) were visible in 
Sample Section 1.  M1005 appeared to represent the remains of a former 
outbuilding, and M1006 was a low retaining garden wall. To the west of the area of 
ground reduction was an extant section of wall containing a doorway with brick 
jambs and soldier course head with a boarded door. The brickwork and door is 
entirely consistent with a mid-20th century date, and clearly part of a phase of work 
associated with the construction of the dwelling at that time. 

The site stratigraphy was generally undisturbed and intact, and archaeological 
features if present would likely have been preserved.  Other than Walls M1005 and 
M1006 no archaeological features or finds were present.  The site had an 
archaeological potential, but that said the area of the extension was small. 
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�
8�!� ���)=1*�1"�����>�1�>�)*+�)1%"��>��#1%)*%�B��+��&�!�5:�"��"#)�,)%"��>�"#)�%�")��
�)&��+)+�.�)#�%"���&�>)1"��)%�'����!E�;!/����#)�:�%"���"1?*)�,1%�1�%�?D&��&�*1��.�"�
&��"1����2� >��)D&�1&-)+� >*��"%� 1�+� &#1�&�1*C� K1� .�%%�?*)� #)1�"#� ��� &�):1"���K� ��� "#)�
&�)%"��>�"#)�#�**������"#)�%1:)�>�)*+�,1%�1�.1*1)�D&#1��)*��1�.�%"�#�*)��1�+�1�>),�.�"%C�
"#)%)�1*%��&��"1��)+�>��)D&�1&-)+�>*��"%�1�+�&#1�&�1*��
�
8�9� �#)� %�")� 1*%�� *�)%� 1+<1&)�"� "�� 1�� 1�)1� "#1"� ,1%� %�?<)&"� "�� 1� *1�2)�
1�&#1)�*�2�&1*� )3&1=1"���� ?�� ���� '��,� �/� ��� 1+=1�&)� �>� "#)� &��%"��&"���� �>� "#)�
�8!� 0��2%� 	1�2*)�� ?�.1%%� ��� !66!� I� 9� '	1%"� 955!/�� � �#�%� �)=)1*)+� %�2��>�&1�"�
.�)#�%"���&�1&"�=�"�����&*�+��2�"#)�.�)%)�&)��>�1�.�%%�?*)��)�*�"#�&�H&��%�%��:���:)�"�
,�"#��� "#)� ��1+� &����+���� � �� %)&��+� .#1%)� �>� 1�&#1)�*�2��� .�%"D+1"��2� "#)� +�"&#)%��
&�:.��%)+�)�&*�%��)%�1�+�:1���%:1**�>)1"��)%���&*�+��2�"#�))�.�%%�?*)��)&"1�2�*1��
%"��&"��)%��>�%*�"�1�+�.�%"�&��%"��&"�����.��=�%���1**��+1")+�"��"#)�*1")�4���L)��2)����
)1�*�� ����� �2)� '���� 66�6/�� � ��1*�%)%� �>� "#)� !�88� %"��&-� >*��"� >*1-)%� 1�+� "��*%�
��+�&1")%�1�#�2#���:?)���>�&��)%�� >*1-)%�1�+�"#)�.�)%)�&)��>�#1::)�%"��)%�,#�&#�
%�22)%"%�"#1"�-�1..��2�,1%���+)�"1-)�����"#)��::)+�1")�=�&���"���

Romano-British 
�
8�7� �*"#��2#�*1")�������2)�1�+�)1�*����:1��1&"�=�"��,)�)���"��+)�"�>�)+�?��"#)��8!�
)3&1=1"���%�&*�%)%"�"��"#)�%�")�'	1%"�955!/��"#)�)��%�1*%��%�2��>�&1�"�)=�+)�&)�>���*1")�
������2)�1�+���:1��%)""*):)�"�1"�%�")%�>��"#)��1*��2�"#)�
1+)� �4�*?����)��1**)����
B�"#��� "#)� =�&���"�� �>� "#)� %�")�� 1� *)�2"#� �>� 1� ��:1�� ��1+� '��1"��)%K� ���")� !E7�/� �%�
-��,��"������>��:���&-*)�%�	1�)�"���1%#���**%�'����8�;�/����"��1%#���**%��"�*��-)+�
,�"#� �"#)�� ��1+%�� ?�"� *�-)� "#�%� ���")�� "#)�� #1=)� ��"� ?))�� &��>��:)+� ?�� )3&1=1"����
'�#)���1"��)%�!6E8/��������#�:1"����?���1*�>���+�1"���&-*)�%�	1�)��?)>��)�!676���%�
<�+2)+�"��+1")�"��"#)���:1�����13���.)���+%�1�+�,1%��=)�*1���?��*1�)���>�.�%%�?*)�
?���"��&&�.1"����:1")��1*�'����6;�/��
�
Saxon and medieval 
�
8�8� �����2*�D13����):1��%�1�)��)&��+)+����"#)�=�&���"���>�"#)�%�")���"#)��"#1��"#)�
.�%%�?*)�13�����#�:1"����'1?�=)/�����&-*)�%�	1�)��%�*�&1")+�>1��?)���+�"#)�13���
���:)+�)=1*�)3")�"��>�0��2%�	1�2*)���,#�&#�,1%��)&��+)+�1%�Langelai� �����:)%+1��
4��-�'�����%�!6�E/����#)�:1�����>�#)�+�%#��&�855:�"��"#)����"#��>�"#)�%�")���%�>��%"�
+�&�:)�")+� ��� !965�� ,#)�� #)�+�%#� ,1%� 'one carucate of (arable) land held in 
service of one half a knight's fee'� 1%%�&�1")+�,�"#� "#)�:1�����>�	1�2*)���,�)+�?��
�+,1�+���'�12)�!65;C�����;58/����#)��1:)�#)�+�%#��%�+)��=)+�>��:�"#)��#)�+��"�
>1:�*��� ,#�� 1�)� ?)*�)=)+� "�� #1=)� ?))�� 2�1�")+� "#)� *1�+%� �>� Langelei� ��� !5;E�� ?�"�
,#�%)� #�*+��2%� ,)�)� �)+�&)+� ��� %�L)� ��� !9�E�� ,�"#� "#)� %��"#)��� ?���+1��� �>� "#)�
)%"1")�1*��2���&-*)�%�	1�)�'
�=)����1,)����")�"���!67;/��
�
Post-medieval and later 
�
8��� �#)� .�%"D:)+�)=1*� 1�+� *1")�� +)=)*�.:)�"� �>� ��&-*)�%� 	1�)� �%� &*�%)*��
1%%�&�1")+�,�"#�#)�+�%#��1����"��"#)����"#���1"#)��"#1��0��2%�	1�2*)��"��"#)�%��"#D
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)1%"�� � #)�+�%#� (1�:� *�-)*�� +)=)*�.)+� >��:� "#)� *1�+%� 1�+� ")�):)�"%� &1**)+�
Chendewiches� #)*+� ?�� �1*.#� �1�-)�� ��� !��;�� 1�+� ,#�&#� �):1��)+� >1��*�� &��%"1�"�
��"�*� "#)�:�+�!;"#�&)�"���� '����;58/�� � ���!;�7� "#)�#)�+�%#�)%"1")�,1%�?��2#"�?��
�#1�*)%� 	��2:1�� 1�+� "#)� .�%"D:)+�)=1*� #��%)� 1�+� >1�:%")1+� ,)�)� +):�*�%#)+���
�#)� )3"1�"�� 
�1+)� ��� *�%")+� #)�+�%#� �1���� �%� 1� *1�2)� !;�5%� #��%)� ��� F1&�?)1��
%"�*)��,�"#�2����+%�'����!!E66/��
�
8�E� 	�&1*� #�%"���� %���&)%� �)=)1*� "#1"� "#)� %)""*):)�"� �>� ��&-*)�%� 	1�)� #1%� �"%�
���2��%� ��� "#)� )1�*�� 95"#� &)�"����� %.)&�>�&1**�� ,�"#� "#)� &��%"��&"���� �>� :�&-� ��+���
#��%)%� >��� "#)� ,��-)�%� ��� "#)� #)�+�%#� �1���� )%"1")� '
�=)��� �1,)�� �� ")�"���
!67;/�� ��#�%� �%� &��>��:)+�?��#�%"���&� &1�"�2�1.#�&�%���&)%�� ��&*�+��2� "#)�7�+�)+�"����
��+�1�&)� ��=)�� :1.�� ,#�&#� +�)%� ��"� +).�&"� 1��� ?��*+��2%� 1*��2� "#)� &���%)� �>�
��&-*)�%�	1�)�����*��)%"1?*�%#)+�,��+*1�+�&�=)�"%�%�&#�1%��1�-�B��+�1�+�����+�
B��+� 1�)� .�)%)�"�� � ��� &��"�1%"�� "#)� !6�E� ��+�1�&)� ��=)�� :1.� �%� "#)� )1�*�)%"�
&1�"�2�1.#�&� %���&)� "�� +).�&"� "#)� %�")� 1%� &�:.��%��2� "#)� �)%�+)�"�1*� +,)**��2� �>�
�*�+)���%)"�,�"#����"%�*1�2)�2����+%��
�
�
0� <��������	��
�
��!� �#)� %�")� 1�)1� �>� "#)� )3")�%���� ,1%� %"��..)+� �%��2� 1� :)&#1��&1*� )3&1=1"���
>�"")+�,�"#�1�"��"#*)%%�+�"&#��2�?�&-)"�'(�2%��9�D�7/���
�
��9� �#)� 1�&#1)�*�2�&1*� ��=)%"�21"���� &�:.��%)+� "#)� �?%)�=1"���� �>� 1**�
2����+,��-%�*�-)*��"��1>>)&"�1�&#1)�*�2�&1*��):1��%��"#)���%.)&"�����>�"#)�%�?%��*�1�+�
�1"��1*�+).�%�"%�>���1�&#1)�*�2�&1*�>)1"��)%��"#)�)31:��1"�����>�%.��*�#)1.%�1�+�"#)�
�)&��+��2��>�%��*�.��>�*)%�����&���")�)+�>)1"��)%�1�+�+).�%�"%�,)�)�&*)1�)+�?��#1�+�
1�+��)&��+)+��%��2�pro-forma��)&��+��2�%#))"%��+�1,��"��%&1*)�1�+�.#�"�2�1.#)+�1%�
1..��.��1")����3&1=1")+�%.��*�,1%�&#)&-)+�>���>��+%��
�
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�� �����
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��������������
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E�!� �#)� )�&���")�)+� %"�1"�2�1.#�� ,1%� �)&��+)+� ��� %1:.*)� %)&"���%� .�)%)�")+�
?)*�,$�
�
1:.*)�%)&"����!��
5�55�M�!9��E6:������
5�55D5�79:� 	!555� ��.%��*���(��1?*)��:�+��)**�,�?��,��%*�2#"*��&*1�)��%�*"�
5�79�I�5��;:� 	!55�� �)D+).�%�")+��1"��1*���(��:��+1�-��)**�,�?��,��&*1�)��%1�+�
5��;�I�5�6;:� 	!559� �?%��*���(��:��*�2#"��)**�,�?��,���%�*"��&*1��,�"#��&&1%���1*�

%:1**�����+�1�+�%�?�����+)+�>*��"�
5�6;:N� 	!557� �1"��1*���(��:��+1�-��)**�,�?��,��&*1�)��%1�+�,�"#�>�)��)�"�

%:1**�"��*1�2)�����+)+�1�+�%�?�����+)+�>*��"�
�
�
1:.*)�%)&"����9��
5�55�M�!9��E8:������
5�55D5�56:� 	!555� ��.%��*����%�1?�=)�
5�56�I�5�9;:�� 	!559� �?%��*����%�1?�=)�
5�9;:N� 	!557� �1"��1*����%�1?�=)�
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�
1:.*)�%)&"����7��
5�55�M�!9��76:������
5�55D5!5�:� 	!555� ��.%��*����%�1?�=)�
5�!5�I�5�98:� 	!55!� �1+)�
����+���	��%)��+1�-�?��,��&*1�)��%�*"�,�"#�>�)��)�"�

:)+��:�I�*1�2)�����+)+�1�+�1�2�*1��>*��"�
5�98�I�5�9E:� 	!559� �?%��*����%�1?�=)�
5�9E:N� 	!557� �1"��1*����%�1?�=)�

Description: The site was stripped to the base of the subsoil and the natural was 
exposed.  A concrete foundation and a small area of cobbled paving were exposed.  
Walls M1005 (flint and brick) and M1006 (flint) were visible in Sample Section 1.  
M1005 appeared to represent the remains of a former outbuilding, and M1006 was a 
low retaining garden wall. 
�
�!55��,1%�&��%"��&")+��>���+�)%%)+�>*��"�&�??*)%�1�+��)+�%"�&-�?��&-����#)�>*��"�,1%�
*1�+� ��� ���2#� &���%)%� 1�+� "#)� ?��&-%� :)1%��)+� 975� 3� !55� 3� E5::�� � �#)� >*��"� 1�+�
?��&-�,)�)�?��+)+�,�"#�1�.1*)�2�)��2��""��:��"1�����#)�,1**�1..)1�)+�"���).�)%)�"�"#)�
�):1��%� �>� 1� >��:)�� ��"?��*+��2� 1�+� "�� "#)� ,)%"� 1�� )3"1�"� %)&"���� �>� >*��"� ,1**��2�
��&*�+��2�1�+���,1��,�"#�?��&-�<1:?%�1�+�%�*+�)��&���%)�#)1+�,�"#�1�?�1�+)+�+�����
�#)�?��&-,��-�1�+�+�����%�)�"��)*��&��%�%")�"�,�"#�1�:�+D95"#�&)�"����+1")��
�
�!55E�,1%�1� *�,� �)"1����2�21�+)��,1**� &��%"��&")+��>� *1�2)���+�*)%��>���+�)%%)+�
>*��"�?��+)+�,�"#�1�.1*)�2�)��2��""��:��"1��
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;�!� �� ��"1?*)� ��:?)�� �>� 1�&#1)�*�2�&1*� ��=)%"�21"���%� #1=)� ?))�� ��+)�"1-)��
,�"#��� "#)� =�&���"�� �>� ��&-*)�%� 	1�)C� "#)� :1<���"�� 1%%�&�1")+� ,�"#� #)�+�%#� �1�����
,#�&#��%�855:�"��"#)����"#�'���%����887�������E8��������668/�����,)=)���"#)�
%�")� *�)%� "�� "#)� �::)+�1")� )1%"� �>� )3&1=1"���%� ��� "#)� �8!� 0��2%� 	1�2*)�� 1�+�
4)�-#1:%")+�?�.1%%��,#�&#�,)�)���+)�"1-)��?���)�">��+%#��)���&#1)�*�2�&1*����%"�
'����� ��,� �� 	"+/� ��� !66!� '���� ���8�8!/�� � �#)� &��%"��&"���� �>� "#)� ?�D.1%%�
.��=�+)+� "#)� >��%"� :1<��� 1�&#1)�*�2�&1*� �..��"���"�� ,�"#��� "#)� �)2���� "�� �?%)�=)� 1�
*1�2)�1�)1��>�"#)��#�*")���.*1")1���1�+��)=)1*)+�)�2#"��),�1�&#1)�*�2�&1*�%�")%�1*��2�
"#)�%��"#)���.*1")1��)+2)%��>�"#)�4�*?����)�1�+�
1+)�=1**)�%�'	1%"�955!/��
�
;�9� �#)�%�")�,1%�%"��..)+�"��"#)�?1%)��>�"#)�%�?%��*�1�+�"#)��1"��1*�,1%�)3.�%)+���
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�!55��'>*��"�1�+�?��&-/�1�+��!55E�'>*��"/�,)�)�=�%�?*)� ���1:.*)�)&"����!�� ��!55��
1..)1�)+� "�� �).�)%)�"� "#)� �):1��%��>� 1� >��:)����"?��*+��2�� 1�+� �!55E�,1%�1� *�,�
�)"1����2�21�+)��,1**�� ���� "#)�,)%"��>� "#)�1�)1��>�2����+� �)+�&"����,1%�1��)3"1�"�
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/�95!���British Geological Survey, Geology of Britain 
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	1%"�� F�� 955!� � A41 Berkhampstead and Kings Langley Bypasses.� � �)�">��+%#��)�
��&#1)�*�2�&1*����%"���.�?*�%#)+��).��"�
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���!��%(!�%�'�%''�!##3� Proposed extension, Cluden, Rucklers Lane, Kings Langley, 

Hertfordshire, WD4 9ND�
County:  Hertfordshire District: Dacorum 
Village/Town: Parish: Kings Langley 
Planning application 
reference: 

Dacorum Borough Council Planning Ref. 4/03024/16/FHA 

Client name/address/tel: Mr & Mrs Barnes, Cluden 
Nature of application: Proposed extension 
Present land use: Garden 
Size of application area: Size of area investigated c.200m2 
NGR (8 figures): TL 05793 03933 
Site Code: AS 1899 
Site
director/Organisation:

Archaeological Solutions Ltd 

Type of work: Archaeological ‘strip, map and sample’ investigation and recording. 
Date of work: 29 August 2017 
Location of 
finds/Curating museum:

Dacorum 

Related SMR Nos:  Periods represented:
Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  - 

None 

Summary of fieldwork 
results:

In August 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an 
archaeological investigation via `strip, map & record’ at the residential 
property of Cluden, Rucklers Lane, Kings Langley, Hertfordshire, 
WD4 9ND.  The investigation was undertaken in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning approval for the construction 
of a single storey rear extension. 

The site was stripped to the base of the subsoil and the natural was 
exposed.  A concrete foundation and a small area of cobbled paving 
were exposed.  Walls M1005 (flint and brick) and M1006 (flint) were 
visible in Sample Section 1.  M1005 appeared to represent the 
remains of a former outbuilding, and M1006 was a low retaining 
garden wall. To the west of the area of ground reduction was an 
extant section of wall containing a doorway with brick jambs and 
soldier course head with a boarded door. The brickwork and door is 
entirely consistent with a mid-20th century date, and clearly part of a 
phase of work associated with the construction of the dwelling at that 
time.

The site stratigraphy was generally undisturbed and intact, and 
archaeological features if present would likely have been preserved.  
Other than Walls M1005 and M1006 no archaeological features or 
finds were present.  The site had an archaeological potential, but that 
said the area of the extension was small. 

Author of summary:
Mustchin, A. 

Date of Summary: 
September 2017 
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number  100036680 Rucklers Lane, Kings Langley, Hertfordshire (P7231)
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