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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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1��2�%��!���� Norton Heath Equestrian Centre, Fingrith Hall Lane, High 

Ongar, Essex
In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological trial 
trench evaluation on land at the Norton Heath Riding Centre, Fingrith Hall Lane, High 
Ongar, Essex (NGR  TL 60350 03788; Figs. 1 - 2.  The evaluation was carried out as the 
first phase of works required by a planning condition attached to planning approval for the 
construction of 38 dwellings, with associated parking, garden space, access 
improvements, soft landscaping and associated development, following demolition of the 
existing buildings and apparatus as advised by ECC on behalf of the LPA (Epping Forest 
Council Planning Ref. EPF/3034/16).  The evaluation was required by the Local Planning 
Authority, based on advice from the Historic Environment Advisor of Essex County Council 
(ECC HEA).  
�
The evaluation revealed modern (19th – 20th century) features: two ditches (F1013 = 
F1016 (Trenches 4 and 6) and F1019 (Trench 7) and a pit (F1011 (Trench 1)).  No 
residual finds were present.  Though modern made ground was present, a subsoil (L1005) 
was preserved (Trenches 1, 3 – 9) so archaeological features had they been present 
would likely have been preserved. 

1��2�%���������6������� #� September 2017
1��4�������� ��=>�>?#� N Future work (Y/N/?) TBC
18�!��7���� 7222 Site code �	��0+
9"���6�"��2�%�� Archaeological Evaluation
/����������� -
�����!����!������ Equestrian
1��!!�����4���"��!�� Residential
5��!�6���������@�����#� Modern (19th – 20th C) ditches, pit 
/�&!�6�%�!��6�!����@�����#� None
���!�9>�.�����%�>�1������ Essex Epping Forest High Ongar
���>�/5��6�������� Essex Historic Environment Record
1����%������6� !��!#� -
������6������ c.1.25ha.
���� TL 60350 03788
���&����	.����!>��A#� c.98m AOD 
Project creators
$���6��������79� Essex County Council HEA
1��2�%����"��4����>��� Archaeological Solutions Ltd
��!����79� Haynes Building Development
����������� Norton Heath Equestrian Centre, Fingrith Hall Lane, High 

Ongar, Essex.   An Archaeological Evaluation
�������� Edwards, N.
��"����!�8� 5453
.������6���"���#� October 2017
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SUMMARY 
�
In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at the Norton Heath 
Riding Centre, Fingrith Hall Lane, High Ongar, Essex (NGR  TL 60350 
03788; Figs. 1 - 2.  The evaluation was carried out as the first phase of 
works required by a planning condition attached to planning approval 
for the construction of 38 dwellings, with associated parking, garden 
space, access improvements, soft landscaping and associated 
development, following demolition of the existing buildings and 
apparatus as advised by ECC on behalf of the LPA (Epping Forest 
Council Planning Ref. EPF/3034/16).  The evaluation was required by 
the Local Planning Authority, based on advice from the Historic 
Environment Advisor of Essex County Council (ECC HEA).

The Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) notes the site lies 
adjacent to the historic farmstead of The Orchard (EHER 45479) which 
is shown on the 1777 Chapman and Andre map and may have much 
earlier origins. The medieval moated manorial site of Fingrith Hall also 
lies to the east.  This may have originated in the late Saxon or early 
post-Norman Conquest periods (EHER 723-5 & 27232). There are also 
greens of early medieval date associated with both The Orchard and 
Fingrith Hall – such greens are known to have formed early medieval 
settlement foci in other parts of Essex and the greens have a potential 
for medieval dwellings to have been sited along their edges.
�
The evaluation revealed modern (19th – 20th century) features: two 
ditches (F1013 = F1016 (Trenches 4 and 6) and F1019 (Trench 7) and 
a pit (F1011 (Trench 1)).  No residual finds were present.  Though 
modern made ground was present, a subsoil (L1005) was preserved 
(Trenches 1, 3 – 9) so archaeological features had they been present 
would likely have been preserved.  
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��!���7��� ������%�:� �� �� �%%��!�� �6� ���� ������ ��%���:� %�������:�
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Description: Trench 1 contained modern (19th – 20th century) Pit 
F1011.  Two land drains also traversed the trench. 
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Description: Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 4 contained modern (19th – mid 20th century) Ditch 
F1016 which was also visible in Trench 6 (F1013). 
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Description: Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 6 contained modern (19th – 20th century) Ditch 
F1013 which was also visible in Trench 4 (F1016). 
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Description: Trench 7 contained modern (19th – early 20th century) 
Ditch F1019. 
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Description: Trench 8 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 9 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 10 contained plastic sheeting and plastic piping
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Table 1: Quantification of pottery by context 
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
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