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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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-��.�+��!���� 26 South End, Bassingbourn-cum-Kneeworth, Cambridgeshire SG8 5NJ 
In December 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation on land at 26 
South End, Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth, Cambridgeshire SG8 5NJ (NGR TL 3313 4373; Figs. 1 - 2).  
The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with the initial requirements of a planning condition 
attached to planning approval for the proposed construction of ten dwellings and garages following 
demolition of existing dwelling and associated renovation of barn and removal of redundant outbuildings 
(South Cambs Council Approval Ref. S/0331/15/FL), based on the advice of Cambridgeshire County 
Council Historic Environment Team.   
The site is located on the edge of the historic medieval village core.  Archaeological works at 
Bassingbourn Village College revealed evidence of Iron Age occupation (CHER MCB17408) and Saxon 
settlement and occupation (CHER MCB18142). Cropmarks of enclosures, linear features and ring 
ditches (e.g. CHER MCB21153 & 09464) are known to the south west of the proposed development site, 
and Roman artefacts have been found to the north-west (CHER 03123).  Standing late medieval/post-
medieval buildings are located on the street frontage close to the site (CHER DCB5342, DCB5416, 
DCB534 & DCB6133), demonstrating that this part of the village was developed by the 17th century or 
earlier. 
The trial trench evaluation recorded a grid-like arrangement of ditches that may represent part of a field 
system laid out respecting the slope of the river valley.  The ditches extended across the whole of the site 
and were recorded in Trenches 1, 2, 4, 7 and 8.  The ditches contained small quantities (1 - 3 sherds) of 
medieval pottery, and the site is located close to the south-west of the historic core of the village.  The 
locally recorded archaeological remains include a shrunken medieval settlement, ridge-and-furrow 
cultivation and ditches (e.g. CHER MCB22225 & CB15579), and therefore the ditches may represent 
field boundaries or similar land divisions such as paddocks or orchards associated with the development 
of the village and its environs.   
Two curvilinear features: Curvilinear ditches F1035 (Trench 3) and F1045 (Trench 5) may represent 
enclosure systems.  The former contained a medieval (mid 12th – 15th century) sherd, while the latter 
contained a sherd of Roman pottery which may be residual. 

-��.�+���������2������� #� December 2017 
-��/�������� ��<=$=>#� N Future work  TBC 
-7�!��,���� P7393 Site code ECB 5279 
&4"���2�"��.�+�� Archaeological evaluation 
������������ -
�����!����!������
-��!!�����/���"��!�� Residential 
0��!�2���������?�����#� Ditches 
��8!�2�+�!��2�!����?�����#� Pottery (medieval & Roman), lava stone fragments, animal bone 
Project location
���!�4=�*�����+�=�-������ Cambs. South Cambs Bassingbourn-cum-Kneeworth 
���=��0��2�������� Cambrigeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) 
-����+������2� !��!#� SG8 5NJ 
�����2�������� 0.84ha.
$%��  TL 3313 4373 
���8���@*����!=��A#� c. 29m AOD 
Project creators 
����2��������,4� Cambridgeshire County Council  
-��.�+����"��/����=���-@#� Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
��!����,4�  Woodoak Ltd  
����������� 26 South End, Bassingbourn-cum-Kneeworth, Cambridgeshire 

SG8 5NJ.  An Archaeological Evaluation  
������� Katie Lee-Smith 
��"����!�7� 5497
*������2���"���#� December 2017 
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In December 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation on land at 26 South End, Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth, 
Cambridgeshire SG8 5NJ (NGR TL 3313 4373; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was 
undertaken in compliance with the initial requirements of a planning condition 
attached to planning approval for the proposed construction of ten dwellings and 
garages following demolition of existing dwelling and associated renovation of 
barn and removal of redundant outbuildings (South Cambs Council Approval Ref. 
S/0331/15/FL), based on the advice of Cambridgeshire County Council Historic 
Environment Team.   
�

The site is located on the edge of the historic medieval village core.  
Archaeological works at Bassingbourn Village College revealed evidence of Iron 
Age occupation (CHER MCB17408) and Saxon settlement and occupation 
(CHER MCB18142). Cropmarks of enclosures, linear features and ring ditches 
(e.g. CHER MCB21153 & 09464) are known to the south west of the proposed 
development site, and Roman artefacts have been found to the north-west 
(CHER 03123).  Standing late medieval/post-medieval buildings are located on 
the street frontage close to the site (CHER DCB5342, DCB5416, DCB534 & 
DCB6133), demonstrating that this part of the village was developed by the 17th

century or earlier. 

The trial trench evaluation recorded a grid-like arrangement of ditches that may 
represent part of a field system laid out respecting the slope of the river valley.  
The ditches extended across the whole of the site and were recorded in Trenches 
1, 2, 4, 7 and 8.  The ditches contained small quantities (1 - 3 sherds) of medieval 
pottery, and the site is located close to the south-west of the historic core of the 
village.  The locally recorded archaeological remains include a shrunken 
medieval settlement, ridge-and-furrow cultivation and ditches (e.g. CHER 
MCB22225 & CB15579), and therefore the ditches may represent field 
boundaries or similar land divisions such as paddocks or orchards associated 
with the development of the village and its environs.   

Two curvilinear features: Curvilinear ditches F1035 (Trench 3) and F1045 
(Trench 5) may represent enclosure systems.  The former contained a medieval 
(mid 12th – 15th century) sherd, while the latter contained a sherd of Roman 
pottery which may be residual.
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Description: Trench 1 contained undated Ditches F1007, F1011 and F1024, and 
undated Post Hole F1009.
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Description: Trench 2 contained two undated, re-cut ditches (F1003 / F1005 and 
F1013 / F1015), and an undated tree hollow (F1026). 
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Description: Trench 3 contained a large, late post-medieval / modern  (mid 18th – 
early 20th century) pit, F1028, and a slightly curvilinear ditch, F1035.  The latter 
contained a medieval (mid 12th – 15th century) pottery sherd.�
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Description: Trench 4 contained an undated re-cut ditch (F1017 / F1020), 
Undated Ditch F1039, and Tree Hollows F1022 and F1041. 
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Description: Trench 5 revealed a curvilinear ditch, F1045, which contained a 
Roman pottery sherd.  A tree hollow was also present. 
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Description: Trench 6 contained modern Pit F1043, and a tree hollow.�
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Description: Trench 7 contained undated Ditch F1051. 
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Description: Trench 8 contained four ditches (F1049, F1053, F1055 and F1059) 
each of which contained medieval (10th – 12th and 11th – 13th century) pottery.  
Ditch F1053 was a re-cut of Ditch F1055.  Ditch F1057 and Pit F1047 were 
undated.  The features were cut by a modern service. 
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

South End, Bassingbourn, Cambridgeshire (P7393)
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