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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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"��>�3����!� Widmore Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, Hemel 

Hempstead, Hertfordshire HP2 6JB 
In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd. (AS) carried out historic building recording at 
Widmore Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 
03313 13344).  The recording was commissioned by Andrew Morton and conducted to fulfil 
a condition of planning consent to convert two outbuildings into two cottages (Dacorum 
Planning Ref. 4/03166/15/FUL). 

The two outbuildings form part of a small courtyard arrangement to the west of the former 
farmhouse.  Buildings 1 and 2 were both built in the 19th century, though each element was 
part of a distinct campaign of work. 

The earliest building consists of Building 1, a former stable range built in red brick in the mid-
19th century.  The roof structure is of interest as its of imported Baltic softwood with a mark 
specific to the port of Gdansk, typically seen in buildings from the late 18th century to the 
mid-late 19th century. 

Building 2 incorporates flintwork walls from an earlier building, but is otherwise all of 19th

century date.  The northern units were built in 1890 as a wood store, hen house and open-
fronted livestock shelter and are notable in that historic documents including plans and a 
letter outlining construction details were found within the archive.  Both buildings are entirely 
typical of their function and use and represent small-scale campaigns of works during the 
19th century. 

��!9�-'�0+'�)�,;���0?!�.1 22nd May 2017�
�����!�)�?!�.�,A%�%B1 N� 
�'����?!�.�,A%�%B1 Yes, Arch M&R�
�"���8>��� 6657� ��'��-!0� AS1889�
� 5��!;�5�!9�-' Historic building recording�
��'��)'+'�) -�
������'��+�0��)� Outbuildings, formerly agricultural�
��+���0�0����!58��' Residential conversion�
�+���;�+'���)�,C0+'�)1 19th century�
��/��;�-+�'�;��0)�,C0+'�)1 -�
"��>�3����3������
�!��' %���)'��-'%��+��)( Hertfordshire Dacorum Great Gaddesden 
�	�%�����;!��+��+ Hertfordshire HER�
�!)'�-!0��,�;�.�!?�1 HP2 6JB�
���+�!;�)�'� c.510m2�
��� TL 03313 13344 
���/('�����,8��%8+D1 160-170m AOD 
"��>�3��3��������

���;��))��0�> Hertfordshire Count Council Historic Environment Advisor 

(HEA)�
��!9�-'�)�5����)!�%)�,��1 Tansy Collins�

��0�0�> Andrew Morton

����'�'�� Widmore Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, Hemel 

Hempstead, Hertfordshire HP2 6JB; Historic building 
recording�

��'(!�) Collins, T. Wilson, L.�
��5!�'��!" 5394�
�+'��,!;���5!�'1 June 2017�
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SUMMARY 

In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd. (AS) carried out historic building 
recording at Widmore Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, Hemel Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 03313 13344).  The recording was commissioned by Andrew 
Morton and conducted to fulfil a condition of planning consent to convert two 
outbuildings into two cottages (Dacorum Planning Ref. 4/03166/15/FUL). 

The two outbuildings form part of a small courtyard arrangement to the west of the 
former farmhouse.  Buildings 1 and 2 were both built in the 19th century, though each 
element was part of a distinct campaign of work. 

The earliest building consists of Building 1, a former stable range built in red brick in 
the mid-19th century.  The roof structure is of interest as its of imported Baltic 
softwood with a mark specific to the port of Gdansk, typically seen in buildings from 
the late 18th century to the mid-late 19th century. 

Building 2 incorporates flintwork walls from an earlier building, but is otherwise all of 
19th century date.  The northern units were built in 1890 as a wood store, hen house 
and open-fronted livestock shelter and are notable in that historic documents 
including plans and a letter outlining construction details were found within the 
archive.  Both buildings are entirely typical of their function and use and represent 
small-scale campaigns of works during the 19th century. 
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4.1 Topography, geology & soils 
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Specification of Work required to be done in erecting and completing New Open Shed 
Fowl House and Wood Shed at Widmore farm Gaddesden row for The Exors. of The late 

Thomas Proctor Esq. 

N. W. Robinson 
Surveyor

Hemel Hempstead 
Oct. 1890 

Dig out the trenches for the Walls as shown on Section and Elevation. Return and save part of 
the Soil round the footings and deposit and well Ram the remainder where required to fill up low 
places in Buildings and Yard 

Build Walls with 2 courses of footings and piers of Hard Well Burnt Second Stock Bricks and 
Mortar composed of Fresh Burnt Chalk Lime and sharp Road Sand to the proportion of one of 
Lime to 3 of Sand Take down and rebuild in 14” Brickwork the Brick and flint work of Old 
Building where coloured red on plan 

Build circular corner to Wood Barn and other external arrises with Bull nosed Bricks. 
No. 4 courses to rise more than 12 inches and Gables to be carried up in 4’/2” Brickwork above 
the purlins 

Build Brick front to manger and Fill up the back with well rammed Concrete. 
Form bottom of Manger with ½” Staffordshire flooring quarries bedded in Mortar and grouted 
with Cement 
Provide and set tilting one 7”x 3” tooled York window cill and 9”x 3” tooled York door cills and 
set one window and door frames. Take off the Slates of old Buildings as required and properly 
mitre the new roof to the old The new plates are to lie on the top of the old ones to which they 
are to be securely spiked.

Provide and set two 6”x 6” Oak storey posts to open Shed set 2’6” in ground and frame 2 
Trusses with Tie Beams 7”x 3” Principals 5’2”x 3” Struts 3”x 3” and King rod ¾” dia. & pole 
plates 7”x 4” The other Roof Timbers to be as follows Purlins 4½”x 3” Ridge 7”x 1½ Plates 
4½”x 3” Hips 7x1½ and all necessary rolls and [?] fillets & Valley Boards (rafters 3-2¼ & eave 
[?]-5</¼ - -) 

The Windows to have solid 4’/2” x 3” frame fitted with fixed Glazed ovolo casement at top and 
hit or miss shutters at Bottom The shutters are to be made so that they overlap ¼” when closed 
The Doors to have 4’ ½”x 3” Solid filleted frames dowelled to Stone cills and 7/8 ledged & 
Braced Matched & Beaded

Wood Barn

Lay the Steps ridges & valleys with old milled Lead 
Fix to the Eaves with Iron Supports every 4 ft 4½” half round cast Iron Eaves Gutter and adjust 
the zinc Gutter of Old Roof and [recurrent] and corner of it with the Gutter of new Roof 
Provide and fix all necessary angles Ends and outlets and 2 6ft Stack pipes & shoes and fix where 
directed
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Paint the Window and door frames and Eaves Gutter and pipes 3 coats plain colours inside and 
out

General Conditions

The Contractor is to provide all Tools labour water cartage & tackle and is to commence and 
steadily proceed with the Work and complete the Same within 2 months of order to commence 
unless prevented by frost or unusually inclement weather All Timbers Except where otherwise 
specified to be best yellow deal cut die square of the dimensions specified or marked on the 
Drawings free from large dead knots Shakes Sap or Water stains 

The Contractor is to make Good the rood of old Shed where disturbed by new Work and 
provide any additional Work and Materials required to complete the Works in a workmanlike 
manner

N. B. The Contractor is to repoint in the spring any joints shaken by the frost. 

The Proprietors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any Tender 

James Ivory 

[?]- illegible 

[word]- uncertain 

�
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In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd. (AS) carried out historic 
building recording at Widmore Farm, Bradden Lane, Gaddesden Row, 
Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 03313 13344).  The 
recording was commissioned by Andrew Morton and conducted to fulfil 
a condition of planning consent to convert two outbuildings into two 
cottages (Dacorum Planning Ref. 4/03166/15/FUL). 

The two outbuildings form part of a small courtyard arrangement to the 
west of the former farmhouse.  Buildings 1 and 2 were both built in the 
19th century, though each element was part of a distinct campaign of 
work. 

The earliest building consists of Building 1, a former stable range built 
in red brick in the mid-19th century.  The roof structure is of interest as 
its of imported Baltic softwood with a mark specific to the port of 
Gdansk, typically seen in buildings from the late 18th century to the mid-
late 19th century. 

Building 2 incorporates flintwork walls from an earlier building, but is 
otherwise all of 19th century date.  The northern units were built in 1890 
as a wood store, hen house and open-fronted livestock shelter and are 
notable in that historic documents including plans and a letter outlining 
construction details were found within the archive.  Both buildings are 
entirely typical of their function and use and represent small-scale 
campaigns of works during the 19th century. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

DP 1 

South side of the complex showing barn (outside 
investigation) and south side of Building 2 with 
entrance between, taken from the south-west 

 DP 2 

South side of the complex showing entrance with 
the south elevation of Building 2, taken from the 
south-west 

DP 3 

South elevation of Building 2 (Unit 3, west end) 
showing flintwork with brick corner and boundary 
wall extending to the entrance, taken from the south 

 DP 4 

South elevation of Building 2 (Unit 3, east end) 
showing flintwork with brick corner and rebuilt upper 
brickwork, taken from the south 

DP 5 

South elevation of Building 2 (Unit 3), taken from 
the south-east 

 DP 6 

East elevation of Building 2 (Unit 3), taken from the 
south-east 



DP 7 

View of the building forming the west side of the 
farm complex (outside the scope of investigation), 
taken from the east 

 DP 8 

View of Building 1 with Building 2 to the right and 
the farmhouse beyond to the rear (outside the 
assessment), taken from the south 

DP 9 

View of Building 2 following the removal of the roof, 
taken from the north-west 

 DP 10 

South elevation of Building 1, taken from the south 

DP 11 

Northern doorway on the south elevation of Building 
1, taken from the south 

 DP 12 

Section of brick paving to the south of Building 1, 
taken from the south 



DP 13 
Detail of a doorway on the south side of Building 1 
showing evidence for the reduction in doorway size, 
taken from the south 

 DP 14 
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DP 15 
North elevation of Building 2 (Unit 1), taken from the 
west 

 DP 16 
West elevation of Building 2 (Units 1 and 2), taken 
from the west 

DP 17 
West elevation of Building 2 at the junction between 
Unit 1 and 2, taken from the south-west 

 DP 18 
Detail of Building 2 (Unit 1, west side) showing 
brickwork with bull-nosed corner, taken from the 
west 



DP 19 

Detail of Building 2 (Unit 2, west side) showing 
original timber post with rebuilt brickwork to either 
side, taken from the west 

 DP 20 

North elevation of Building 2 (Unit 3), taken from the 
north

DP 21 

West end of Building 2 (Unit 3) showing flint and 
brickwork with some rebuilding at upper level, taken 
from the west 

 DP 22 

North wall of Unit 3 (western area, Building 2) 
showing recently blocked doorways, taken from the 
south-east 

DP 23 

East and south walls of Unit 3 (western area, 
Building 2), taken from the west 

 DP 24 

East wall of Unit 3 (eastern area, Building 2) 
showing Fletton brick infilling of former aperture, 
taken from the west 



DP 25 

West and north walls of Unit 2 (Building 2) showing 
formerly open-fronted area with timber post on the 
left, taken from the south-east 

 DP 26 

East wall of Unit 2 (Building 2) showing painted 
brickwork and brick pier, taken from the north-west 

DP 27 

View of Unit 1 from within Unit 2 (Building 2) 
following the cutting of apertures into the dividing 
wall and the removal of the roof structure, taken 
from the south 

 DP 28 

East wall of Unit 1 (Building 2) showing blocked 
doorway and scarring where the original south wall 
of the unit has been removed, taken from the north-
west 

DP 29 

Bay 1 (Building 1) showing painted outer walls with 
cement render at low level, taken from the north-
west 

 DP 30 

Bay 2 (Building 1) showing modern blockwork 
internal partition with original Truss 1 above, taken 
from the west 
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DP 31 

View of Truss 1 (Building 1), taken from the west 

 DP 32 

Detail of Truss 1 (Building 1) showing tie-beam with 
pegged rafter and raking strut clasping the purlin, 
taken from the west 

DP 33 

Detail of the north purlin between Bays 1 and 2 
(Building 1) showing Baltic bracking mark, taken 
from the south 

 DP 34 

Detail of the north purlin between Bays 1 and 2 
(Building 1) showing Baltic bracking mark, taken 
from the south 

DP 35 

Interior of Building 2 showing modern blockwork 
partitions at the bay divisions, taken from the east 

 DP 36 

Interior of Building 2 showing Truss 2 truncated for 
the insertion of steel members, taken from the east 
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DP 37 

Detail of the floor between Bays 2 and 3 (Building 
1) showing fragments of surviving brickwork, taken 
from the east 

 DP 38 

South side of Bay 2 (Building 1) showing existing 
door surround with straight joint (indicated) 
demonstrating the original width of the doorway, 
taken from the north 

DP 39 

View of the north side of Bays 5 and 6 (Building 1) 
showing original painted brickwork with recent 
blockwork partition, taken from the east 

 DP 40 

Bays 4 and 5 (Building 1) showing secondary 
timber truss (Truss 4) and recent inserted steel 
truss, taken from the west 
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DP 41 

View of Truss 4 (Building 1) showing later slender 
timber members, taken from the west 

�
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 DP 42 

Detail of Truss 4 (Building 1) showing mortices for a 
lower studwork partition, taken from the west 

DP 43 

Detail of Truss 5 (Building 1) showing sawn off 
north end of the tie-beam, taken from the east 

 DP 44 

South wall of Bays 4-6, taken from the north-west 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Fig. 3   Dury and Andrews’ map, 1766

Widmore Farm, Bradden Lane, Hemel Hempstead (P6657)
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Fig. 4   Bryant’s map, 1822
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Fig. 5   Tithe map, 1838
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Fig. 6 OS map, 1877
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Fig. 7   Proposed plans, 1890

Widmore Farm, Bradden Lane, Hemel Hempstead (P6657)
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Fig. 8 OS map, 1901
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Fig. 9 OS map, 1924
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Fig. 10   Aerial photograph, 1972
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Fig. 11 OS map, 1974
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