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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
�
�
�

���������	
��������
��������
�

������������������������ ������!�������!"��
���"�����#$��#��
%&'�(�)�

����*+',-�(�.'+*�
�
�

%�
�� �������!�� /�'&����/� ��� !#���0�// �#���
��#/ �#�0������	+(�.���

���1�*+-�'�,.*-,&�
�
�

�2$!�����6�=��$�����$��8$�8�/�
3334!�50!� � 6�5!�� ���� ��45 4�7�

�
�
�

�
�
�

���3�����45 $8��50!� � 6�5!���

.�
�����������3334/!5�9  745 $8��50!� � 6�5!�� ���� ���

�
�
�

�

�
����������

�
�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017 
�

Land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk; An archaeological desk-based assessment (

�
����������
�
���
�������:��
�
�����:�
�
+� � 
�������
���
'� � �����
%�
���
&� � ���������	:�
-� � �����;
������
� -4+� � < 6�!<0"��6� � 6"�=�� ����
� -4'� ��50!� � 6�5!��!�#�0��� ��5!��9!576� ��#�
� -4&� �!�� 6�!<0�5�� ��5���
� -4-� � ����!�����
.� � �
���;
�
��
�� � �
����
���
(� � ������
���
,� � ���������	�������
>� � �
��
�	��%�:�
�
%����	��%�
��
���?�
�
�<<��#�@�+� ���� ��5���A�� �$������5 �#�
�<<��#�@�'� �!�� 6�!<0�5�� ��5���
�<<��#�@�&� ���0��!<< ��� �$����
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017 
�

Land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk; An archaeological desk-based assessment ,

�
���
�������:�������
%� B�5��#��!����
2��3�$����:� Land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk

In February 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological desk-based 
assessment at land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk (NGR TF 8185 0727). The assessment 
was commissioned by the client to inform and support a planning application for development proposals.  

Evidence of prehistoric activity in the surrounding environment is represented by scattered Neolithic flint 
artefacts, as well as late Bronze Age/early Iron Age and early/middle Iron Age pits directly to the east at 
the previously excavated Swan’s Nest site. A Romano-British settlement is located a short distance to the 
east with excavations directly to the east revealing a field/enclosure system, probably on the periphery of 
the settlement with evidence of agricultural processing.  

By the medieval period three manors were associated with Swaffham but the focus of settlement lay much 
further to the north. Fieldwalking on the site recorded a single medieval coin. Following the mass 
enclosure of land in the early 19th century the site formed agricultural land to the south of Swaffham. This 
has remained its main purpose up to the present day. 

There are no concrete proposals for the site as the development is still in its outline stages. However it 
can be surmised that any development would include groundworks which will have a high impact on 
archaeological remains, if present. Previous ground disturbance is limited to the agricultural use of the site 
since the mid-19th century, which may have resulted in the minor disturbance of any archaeological 
remains, if present. 

2��3�$��0�����"6�� 09��/%� �1�
2��5�����9��/�">1�1?% N� &������9��/� n/a�
28���:7��� 7029 �����$�0� n/a�
�!#���6�#��3�$� Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment�
����������� none�
�������� ��0���� Agricultural field 
2 ����0�0�5� �#:��� Unknown  
�����6��������"@0����% n/a�
��.��6�$����6��0��"@0����% n/a�
%� B�5��� 5!�� ��
�����!1������$�1�2����� Norfolk Breckland Swaffham 
���1�����6������� Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER) 
2����$�0��"�6�/��9�% -
������6����� 13 hectares 
��� TF 8185 0727 
���.����	�":��1:�A% 55-65m AOD 
%� B�5��5��!� ���
����6������0�7! n/a�
2��3�$����#��5����1��"2	% Archaeological Solutions Ltd�
&��0�0�7! Abel Homes 

&�  ���� � Land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk; An archaeological 
desk-based assessment 

������� Wilson, L.�
��#������8 )-,'�
����"�6���#���% &�7����!�,*(+�

�
�
�
�
�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017 
�

Land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk; An archaeological desk-based assessment -

�
���������������������������������������������

�
���������	
	����
���������������������

�
�

�����:�
�
In February 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
desk-based assessment at land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk (NGR 
TF 8185 0727). The assessment was commissioned by the client to inform and 
support a planning application for development proposals.

Evidence of prehistoric activity in the surrounding environment is represented by 
scattered Neolithic flint artefacts, as well as late Bronze Age/early Iron Age and 
early/middle Iron Age pits directly to the east at the previously excavated Swan’s 
Nest site. A Romano-British settlement is located a short distance to the east with 
excavations directly to the east revealing a field/enclosure system, probably on 
the periphery of the settlement with evidence of agricultural processing.

By the medieval period three manors were associated with Swaffham but the 
focus of settlement lay much further to the north. Fieldwalking on the site 
recorded a single medieval coin. Following the mass enclosure of land in the 
early 19th century the site formed agricultural land to the south of Swaffham. This 
has remained its main purpose up to the present day. 

There are no concrete proposals for the site as the development is still in its 
outline stages. However it can be surmised that any development would include 
groundworks which will have a high impact on archaeological remains, if present. 
Previous ground disturbance is limited to the agricultural use of the site since the 
mid-19th century, which may have resulted in the minor disturbance of any 
archaeological remains, if present. 
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(8(� ��� &�7����!� ,*(+� ��$���� �.�$� � �� ������� 
�0� "��%� $�����0� ���� ���
��$���� �.�$� � 0��/�7���0� ������:���� ���  ��0� 9���� �6� ����0��� ���0;�
�9�66��:;� ���6� /� "���� �&� '(')� *+,+B� &�.�8(� �� ,%8� ���� ������:���� 9���
$�::�������0� 7!� ���� $ ����� ��� ��6��:� ��0� ��##���� �� # �����.� �## �$������ 6���
0�5� �#:���� #��#��� �8� ���� ����� ���  �$���0� 0���$� !� ��� ���� ������9���� �6� ����
�9��C�� ����� ����;� 6��� 9��$�� ��� $�:# ���0� �� #��.��::�� �6� ��$���� �.�$� � ���� �
����$���.� ��0� 6�� 0� ���5�!�� "D����� E� 2��$��!� ,*(,B� �:���� ,*(,B� ��  � E� �:����
,*(F%8�
�
(8,� ���� ������:���� 9��� $�����0� ���� ��� �$$��0��$�� 9���� �� �#�$�6�$������
$�:#� �0�7!����"0���0�)���G�����!�,*(+%8� ��� 6�  �9�0�����#��$�0�������� ���0� ���
���� ��������0� ���������� 6��� ��$���� �.����C� Standard and� Guidance for Historic 
Environment Desk-Based Assessments�"��5���0�,*()%8�
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�
(8-� �$�:����� ��$�� ��� ���� ��6�� Standard and Guidance for the 
Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or Structures�
",*()%���0�Understanding Historic Buildings, a guide to good recording practice,�
�������$� ��. ��0� ,**F;� 9���� � ��� � ���0� ��� .��0�� ���� #��3�$�;� 9���� $����0����.�
��!� 7�� 0��.�� $������ !� #������� 9�����1�03�$���� ��� ���� ����;� ����.�� ��� 0���� �0�
�������$�7�� 0��.��##����� �9�����0����/��8��������� �
�
(8H� ����#���$�#� ��73�$��5����6�����������:����9�����
�

�� ��� ����7 ���� 9������� ��!� ��$���� �.�$� � 0�#����� �A����� ��� ���� ����;� 9����
#����$� �����.��0������!�9��$�������6���66�$������:#�����$�����:�����#�����5������in
situ ��
�
•� ����0����6!�����0���;��##��A�:����6��:���0�#��#�����6���!���$���� �.�$� �
0�#�����9�����������## �$����������;���.������9�������� �/� !��A����;� �$� ���0�0�#���
��0�<�� ��!��6�#�����5�����8�����
�
•� ����5� ��������� �/� !��:#�$���6�#���� ��0�����;���0�����#����7 ��#�����$��
�6� :��/��.� $�  �5�� 1�  �5�� � 0�#�����;� � ��.� 9���� ���� #������� � 6��� ���� ���5�5� � �6�
��5����:���� ��5�0��$�����
�
•� ��� #��5�0�� ��66�$����� ��6��:������ ��� $������$�� ��� ��$���� �.�$� �
$�����5������ ������.!� 0�� ��.� 9���� #�����5�����;� ���� ��$��0��.� �6� ��$���� �.�$� �
0�#�����;�9��/��.�#��$��$��;���:���7 �����0���0�����6�$���8����

�
Planning Policy Context

(8)� ���� ������� � 2 �����.� 2� �$!� &��:�9��/� "�22&� ,*(,%� ������� ����� ������
#������6������������$���5����:�����������5����.��6�$��$��7�$������6��������������$;�
��$���� �.�$� ;� ��$����$���� � ��� �������$� ��������� ���� ������.�� ������8� ���� �22&�
��:�����0� �5�����������7 ��0�5� �#:����7!��������.������#� �$������0�0�$�������
����� $��$���� ���� �������$� ��5����:���� ��$�.����� ����� ������.�� ������� ���� �� ����
����9�7 �� ������$�;� ��/�� �$$����� �6� ���� 9�0��� ��$�� ;� $� ���� ;� �$���:�$� ��0�
��5����:���� � 7���6���� �6� ������.�� $�����5�����;� ��0� ��$�.����� ����� ����  �.��� !�
:���.�0� $���.�� :�!� ��:���:��� 7�� ��$�����!� �6� ������.�� ������� ���� ��� 7��
:��������0� 6��� ����  ��.� ���:8� ���� �22&� ��<������ �## �$������� ��� 0��$��7�� ����
��.��6�$��$�� �6� ��!� ������.�� �����;� ��$ �0��.� ���� ������.� ����� :�!� 7�� �66�$��0� ���
#��#�������������������C���:#�����$����0�����#������� ��:#�$���6�����#��#��� 8���
�
(8F� ���� �22&� ��:�� ��� $�����5�� ��. ��0C�� ������.�� ������� ��� �� :������
�##��#������ ��� ������ ��.��6�$��$�;� 9���� ��7������� � ���:� ��� 0���.����0� ������.��
�������"�8�8� ����0�7�� 0��.�;��$��0� �0�:���:����%��� !�#��:����0�����A$�#����� �
$��$�:����$���9��������#�7 �$�7���6����6���#��#��� ����9��.�������$�����5������
�6����������8�������66�$���6�#��#��� ���������0���.����0�������.���������:����7��
7� ��$�0� �.������ ���� �$� �� �6�  ���� ��0� ��.��6�$��$�� �6� ���� �����;� 7��� ����
0���.����0� ������.�� ������� �6� 0�:������7 !� �<��5� ���� ��.��6�$��$�� :�!� 7��
$����0���0���73�$�����������:��#� �$����������������������0���.����08�������22&�
������� ����� �##����������� ��� $�#����� �5�0��$�� 6��:� ���� �������$� ��5����:���;� ���
��$��0� ��0� �05��$�� ���� ��0������0��.� �6� ������.�� ������� ��0� ��� :�/�� �����
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#�7 �$ !��5�� �7 ���������<����:�����6�0�5� �#:����:���.�:���8�������##�������!�
���� 0�7����/��������:������#��#�������������������.��6�$��$���6���������.��������
��0�����:#�$���6�����#��#��� ;�#����$� �� !�9�������������.��������������7�� ���8�
�
�
'� �����
%�
�����������
���
�
,8(� ������9���6��9�66��:�����������0�c.,*/:�������6����.��
!�����0�c.)*/:�
9�����6����9�$������������$/ ��0�0�����$���6����6� /8������5� ������������$�:#������
����7���$���.� ���#��$� ��6� ��0���0����:�  �#��$���6�9��0 ��0���������������6�����
��9�8�����0������0�"�(*F)%�6��:��������������7��0��;�����0����� �09�  ��.�� ������
������������0��������.��$� ���� � ��0� �����������9������0������8�
�
�
&� ���������	:���
�
��6��:������9������.��� 6��:���5�����!��6��5�� �7 ������$��� �����0��� ���:���� ����
�73�$��5����6�����������:���8�
�
&4+� ��50!� � 6�5!��#!�!9!����
�
���� ����0��0� $�  ������ �6� �  � /��9�� ��$���� �.�$� � ������ ��0� 6��0� �#���� 9������
�9�66��:� ��� 6��:� ���� ���6� /� �������$� ��5����:���� ��$��0� "����%8� ��.��6�$����
��������9����������##��A�:����(/:���0�����6�������������� ����0�����##��0�A�(���0�
# ����0� "&�.8� -%8� ������ �� �5���;� ������ ������ ��0� 6��0�� ��5�� 7���� 0��$����0� ���
��$�����H8,8���
�
&4'� ���� ��5!��!�#�5!�� 6�!<0�5�� ��5���
�
���� #���$�#� � ����$��� 6��� ����� �!#�� �6� �5�0��$�� 9���� ���� ���9�$�� ��  �����:�

�7���!� ��0� ���6� /� ��$��0� 	66�$�� ��� ���6� /8� �� �5���� 0�$�:����� ����  ����0� ���
�##��0�A�,���0���#��0�$�0����&�.�8�H���(H8�
�
&4&� ��5 �#!�"�� ��5���
�
���� #���$�#� � ����$��� �6� ��$��0��!� :������ � 9���� ��C�� �9�� ���������  �7���!8�
I�#�7 ����0� ����$��� ��.��0��.� ���� ������:���� ����;� ��$�� ��� #��5����� 6�� 0�
�5� ������� ��#����� ��0� 0��/�7���0� ������:����;� ��5�� � ��� 7���� $���� ��08� �  �
����$������� ����0��������7�7 ��.��#�!8�
�
&4-� 	� � 6�5!�86� ��50��5!����/ �$!�� ��
�
�� 0��$��#����� �6� ���� ��#��6�$�� � ��0� �� �0� .�� �.!� �6� ����  �$� � ��0� �������0��.�
�����9���$�:#� �0������0����������������� �/� !�#�����$����0�#������� �$��0������
�6� ��!� ��$���� �.�$� � ��:����� ��� ���� ����8� ����� ��6��:������ 9��� 0��9�� 6��:�
�##��#������ :�#�� #�7 ����0� 7!� ���� ��� �.�$� � ���5�!� �6� ������ �������� "����
(4+'%���0�������� ����5�!��6���. ��0���0��� ���"�����(4'-%8�
�
�
�
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&4.� �����
��<�5�� ��
�
-8)8(� ��� ���� $������ �6� ���� 0��/�7���0� ������:���;� �� #�!��$� � 9� /�5��� �6� ����
����� 9��� ��0����/��� ��� '��� &�7����!� ,*(+8� ���� ���#�$����� ��0� ���� 6�  �9��.�
#��#������
�

•� ����A�:���������������6���$���� �.�$� �#������� ��0����6��0�0����.�����0��/�
7���0�������:���B����#����$� ��;�9������5��9����.��.��.����� �/� !����5�5� �
��0�$��0�������6���$���� �.�$� ���:����B���0�

•� ��� $����0��� ���� ��.��6�$��$�� �6� ��!� �7�5�� .����0� ����$�����;� �������$�
7�� 0��.�;� ��0� �������$�  ��0�$�#�� 6�������;� ��0� ������ #������� � �:#�$�� ���
����#��#���0�0�5� �#:���8��

��
�
-� �����;
������
�
-4+� � < 6�!<0"��	� � 6"�!�#�� ����
�
H8(8(� ���� �5� ������� ����� ��� �������0� ��� ���� .��� !� ��0� ����.� ���$/ ��0�
 ��0�$�#��$8+/:���������������6� ������5������8� ��� ����������0���������  �9�� �#��
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DP 1 

Eastern border of the site, taken from the north. 

 DP 2 

Foot access is from adjacent fields to the west, 
taken from the east. 

DP 3 

Neighbouring residential properties to the north, 
taken from the south. 

 DP 4 

The site is under cultivation, taken from the south-
west. 

DP 5 

Small patch of woodland to the south, taken from 
the north-west. 

 DP 6 

Border of the woodland, taken from the south. 



DP 7 

Wooded area with hollow just visible, taken from the 
north.

 DP 8 

Southern border of the site, taken from the north-
west. 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan

West of Brandon Road, Swaffham, Norfolk (P7060)
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Fig. 4   Faden’s map of Norfolk, 1797
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Fig. 5   Bryant’s map of Norfolk, 1826
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Fig. 6 Tithe map, 1843
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Fig. 7   Enclosure map, 1868
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Fig. 8 OS map, 1884
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Fig. 9 OS map, 1905
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Fig. 10 OS map, 1928
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Fig. 11 Aerial photograph, 1945
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Fig. 12 OS map, 1959
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Fig. 13 Aerial photograph, 1988
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Fig. 14 OS map, 1990
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