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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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"��:�3����!�� Barn at Benington Park Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire 
Summary: 
In July and August 2017, AS carried out archaeological monitoring and recording at 
Benington Park Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire.  The monitoring was conducted in order to 
fulfil part of a condition of planning consent to demolish a Dutch barn and a second ancillary 
building, convert the barn to three residential dwellings and construct three cart lodges.  The 
monitoring forms the second part of the consent with the initial programme of working 
comprising an historic building recording of the barn, which is the subject of a separate 
report by AS (Collins 2017).  

The investigation encountered evidence for an early drainage system associated with the 
Benington Park estate.  The system lay on the east side of the barn and consisted of a small 
brick-arched culvert constructed of red brick consistent with an 18th century, or perhaps very 
early 19th century, date.  Above the culvert were a series of made ground layers. These 
contained no dating evidence, though the upper layer was a demolition layer containing 
many tile pieces consistent with a 17th to19th century date, these presumably removed from 
the barn itself prior to the replacement of the roof in ironwork. 

Within the barn, 20th century activity removed almost all traces of previous floors apart from 
at the north end, where a brick floor surface partially survived over levelling layers along with 
the footing of a probable 19th century brick wall. 

���0#-��.��#��;2"#!.7��8<� 31.07.17 and 02.08.17�
��#1"����7��8�;=>�>?<� Y� �����#�7��8�� @�
�+���45#��� 2529 �"�#�-�.#� AS1882
� *#��2�*��0#-�� Archaeological monitoring and recording 
�"�#�������� Within and around Grade II listed barn 
����#���!��.���#� Barn, empty 
�!���#.�.#1#!�*4#��� Residential conversion�
��"��2#����#��;A.��#�<� 17th century and later�
�"3�"2"-����2"�.��
;A.��#�<�

@�

"��:�3����3������
����� >��"���"-�>����"��� Hertfordshire East Herts Benington 
���>�����2�����#�� Hertfordshire HER (HHER) 
�����-�.#�;"2�8��7�<� SG2 7BU 
��#���2��"�#� 170m2

�
�� TL 3088 2354 
�#"3�������;4"�>4�B<� 105m AOD 
"��:�3��3��������
��"#2�"���#.�5 � Alison Tinniswood, Historic Environment Advisor   
���0#-����*#�1"���>��;��<� Tansy Collins 
���.#.�5 � Mr Peter Leach  
��!!��"�!#� Barn at Benington Park Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire.  

Archaeological Monitoring & Recording 
�������� Collins, T. 
�#*������+� 5509
���#�;�2��#*���<� December 2017 
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SUMMARY 

In July and August 2017, AS carried out archaeological monitoring and recording at 
Benington Park Farm, Benington, Hertfordshire.  The monitoring was conducted in 
order to fulfil part of a condition of planning consent to demolish a Dutch barn and a 
second ancillary building, convert the barn to three residential dwellings and 
construct three cart lodges.  The monitoring forms the second part of the consent 
with the initial programme of working comprising an historic building recording of the 
barn, which is the subject of a separate report by AS (Collins 2017).  

The investigation encountered evidence for an early drainage system associated 
with the Benington Park estate.  The system lay on the east side of the barn and 
consisted of a small brick-arched culvert constructed of red brick consistent with an 
18th century, or perhaps very early 19th century, date.  Above the culvert were a 
series of made ground layers. These contained no dating evidence, though the 
upper layer was a demolition layer containing many tile pieces consistent with a 17th 
to19th century date, these presumably removed from the barn itself prior to the 
replacement of the roof in ironwork. 

Within the barn, 20th century activity removed almost all traces of previous floors 
apart from at the north end, where a brick floor surface partially survived over 
levelling layers along with the footing of a probable 19th century brick wall. 
�
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4.1 Topography, geology & soils 
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�
5.1.3 Description: floor surfaces and levelling layers were encountered within the 
barn at the north end, and to the exterior on the east an early tunnel system (M1006) 
for drainage was found cut directly into the natural clay.  Above this was a series of 
made ground layers. 
�
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In July and August 2017, AS carried out archaeological 
monitoring and recording at Benington Park Farm, Benington, 
Hertfordshire.  The project was conducted in order to fulfil part of 
a condition of planning consent to demolish a Dutch barn and 
second ancillary building, convert the barn to three residential 
dwellings and construct three cart lodges.  This forms the 
second part of the consent with the initial programme of working 
comprising an historic building recording of the barn, which is 
the subject of a separate report by AS.  
The investigation encountered evidence for an early drainage 
system associated with the Benington Park estate.  It lay on the 
east side of the barn and consisted of a small brick-arched 
culvert constructed of red brick consistent with an 18th century, 
or perhaps very early 19th century date.  Above the culvert were 
a series of made ground layers. These contained no dating 
evidence, though the upper layer was a demolition layer 
containing many tile pieces consistent with a 17th to19th century 
date, these presumably removed from the barn itself prior to the 
replacement of the roof in ironwork. 
Within the barn, 20th century activity removed almost all traces 
of previous floors apart from at the north end, where a brick floor 
surface partially survived over levelling layers along with the 
footing of a probable 19th century brick wall.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 

DP 1 
Interior of north end of barn during ground 
reduction, looking north 

 DP 2 
Interior of north end of barn during ground 
reduction, looking south 

DP 3 
Interior of north end of barn during ground 
reduction, looking north 

 DP 4 
Interior of north end of barn during ground reduction 
showing brick wall footing M1005, looking south 

DP 5 
Interior of north end of barn during ground reduction 
showing boiler inlet pipe in outer wall and remains 
of floor M1001 and wall M1005, looking north-east 

 DP 6 
Sample section 1, looking north 



DP 7 
South wall (north half of the barn) exposed during 
ground reduction showing a timber bearer, looking  
south

 DP 8 
South wall (north half of the barn) exposed during 
ground reduction, looking  south 

DP 9 
Exterior of the barn (east side) after ground 
reduction, looking south-west 

 DP 10 
Exterior of the barn (east side) after ground 
reduction, looking south-west 

DP 11 
Exterior of the barn (east side) after ground 
reduction showing brick culvert M1006, looking 
south-west 

 DP 12 
Upper surface of brick culvert M1006, looking west 



DP 13 
View of brick culvert M1006, looking north 

 DP 14 
View of brick culvert M1006, looking south 

DP 15 
View of the brick arch of culvert M1006, looking 
north

 DP 16 
Made ground layers (L1007-1008 and L1010-1011) 
on the east side of the barn with compacted chalk 
surface L1010, looking north-east 

DP 17 
Sample section 2, looking east 

 DP 18 
Ground reduction at the north end of the barn (north 
half), looking south 



DP 19 
Samples of later bricks found at the north end of the 
barn

 DP 20 
Wall footing M1005 at the north end of the barn 
(north half) with straight joint to outer barn wall, 
looking south 

DP 21 
Wall footing M1005 at the north end of the barn 
(north half) with straight joint to outer barn wall, 
looking south 

 DP 22 
Ground reduction at the north end of the barn (north 
half), looking north 

DP 23 
Brick arch on the east side of the barn (north half) 
following ground reduction, looking west 

 DP 24 
Brick arch on the east side of the barn (north half) 
following ground reduction, looking west 



DP 25 
West side of the barn (north half) showing position 
of probable former brick arch corresponding with 
one on east but here disturbed, looking east 

 DP 26 
West side of the barn (north half) showing position 
of probable former brick arch corresponding with 
one on east but here disturbed, looking east 

DP 27 
East side of the barn (north half) after ground 
reduction, looking east 

 DP 28 
North side of the barn porch following removal of 
the Dutch barn showing roof line (indicated) of 
former extension, looking south 

DP 29 
West side of the barn showing lime-washed walls 
marking the position of a former pent-roofed 
extension on this side, looking east 

 DP 30 
West side of the barn showing lime-washed walls 
marking the position of a former pent-roofed 
extension on this side, looking east 



DP 31 
Interior of south end of barn during ground 
reduction, looking south 

 DP 32 
Interior of south end of barn during ground 
reduction, looking south 

DP 33 
20th century pit at the south end of the barn, looking 
east

 DP 34 
Interior of south end of barn during ground 
reduction, looking north 

DP 35 
Blocked doorway on the east side of the barn 
(south half), looking east 
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

SITE

Reproduced  from  the Ordnance2012
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
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Licence  number  100036680
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Fig. 3   Estate map, 1628

SITE

Benington Park Farm, Benington, Herts (P2529)

Private collection: reproduced from Spring (2012)
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Fig. 4   Dury & Andrews’ map, 1766
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Fig. 5 OS map, 1878
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