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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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-��.�*������� Eastern Plot, Builders Yard Rear of 3 – 7 River Lane, Fordham 

In December 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation on land 
at the Builders Yard to the rear of 3-7 River Lane, Fordham, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 6316 7025; 
Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was undertaken to provide for the initial requirements of a planning 
condition attached to planning approval for the construction of a new development of 2no four bed 
detached dwellings with car ports and associated works (phased as 2 no self-build properties) (East 
Cambs Council Approval Ref. 16/01436/FUL), based on the advice of Cambridgeshire County 
Council Historic Environment Team.  The evaluation relates to the eastern proposed house plot 
only.       

The site is located within an area of archaeological potential with nearby archaeological remains 
recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER), and to the rear of a Grade II 
listed former inn (CHER DCB1445) and also adjacent to the Fordham Abbey gardens and park 
(CHER 12340).  The medieval parish church of St Peter & St Mary Magdalene lies to the north 
(CHER 007574), and archaeological investigations in this area have found Saxon settlement and 
other occupation evidence (CHER CB14613, CB14611, CB15031 & CB15561). 

The evaluation revealed three ditches on the eastern side of the site.  The ditches were located 
close together but not inter-cutting, and on a broadly parallel NW/SE alignment.  One of the ditches 
(F1030) contained two sherds of medieval (late 12th- 14th / 15th century) Ely ware; and another 
(F1017) contained a post-medieval (16th -17th century) sherd.  To the west of the ditches was a large 
pit (F1035) and smaller pits.  The pits contained sparse animal and bird bone, oyster and mussel 
shell, and carbonised cereal grains.  Pit F1028 contained a sherd of medieval (13th – 15th century) 
pottery.

The ditches appear to extend south from the historic route of River Lane, approximately aligned with 
the junction of Mill Lane, albeit slightly to the west.  They probably represent land divisions between 
the core of the village and the abbey.  The sparse occurrence of finds in particular the pottery, 
animal bone and shell, suggest the scattering of domestic debris and peripheral activity located 
between the core areas to the north and south. 
-��.�*���������3��������!� )�*��+���	(�'�
-��0����������<=�=>!� N Future work  TBC 
-7���+���� P7422 Site code ECB 5291 
#5 ���3� ��.�*�� Archaeological evaluation 
,���������� -
���������������
-���������0��� ����� Residential
1����3��������?�����!� Ditches & Pits (medieval) 
,�8��3�*����3������?�����!� Pottery, animal bone and marine shell (medieval) 
Project location� Cambridgeshire East Cambs Fordham 
���=�,1��3�������� Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) 
-����*������3������!� -
������3�������� 938m2

�"�� #$�%&�%�'(	�
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Project creators 
����3�������+5� Cambridgeshire County Council  
-��.�*��� ��0����=���-@!� Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
������+5� Mr Simon Edgley 
���������� Eastern Plot, Builders Yard, Rear of 3 - 7 River Lane, Fordham, 

Cambridgeshire.  An Archaeological Evaluation  
������� Niomi Edwards 
�� ������7� 5460
)������3��� ���!� January 2018 
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In December 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an archaeological 
evaluation on land at the Builders Yard to the rear of 3-7 River Lane, Fordham, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 6316 7025; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was undertaken to 
provide for the initial requirements of a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for the construction of a new development of 2no four bed detached 
dwellings with car ports and associated works (phased as 2 no self-build properties) 
(East Cambs Council Approval Ref. 16/01436/FUL), based on the advice of 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team.  The evaluation relates 
to the eastern proposed house plot only.

The site is located within an area of archaeological potential with nearby 
archaeological remains recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment 
Record (CHER), and to the rear of a Grade II listed former inn (CHER DCB1445) 
and also adjacent to the Fordham Abbey gardens and park (CHER 12340).  The 
medieval parish church of St Peter & St Mary Magdalene lies to the north (CHER 
007574), and archaeological investigations in this area have found Saxon settlement 
and other occupation evidence (CHER CB14613, CB14611, CB15031 & CB15561).   

The evaluation revealed three ditches on the eastern side of the site.  The ditches 
were located close together but not inter-cutting, and on a broadly parallel NW/SE 
alignment.  One of the ditches (F1030) contained two sherds of medieval (late 12th-
14th / 15th century) Ely ware; and another (F1017) contained a post-medieval (16th -
17th century) sherd.  To the west of the ditches was a large pit (F1035) and smaller 
pits.  The pits contained sparse animal and bird bone, oyster and mussel shell, and 
carbonised cereal grains.  Pit F1028 contained a sherd of medieval (13th – 15th

century) pottery. 

The ditches appear to extend south from the historic route of River Lane, 
approximately aligned with the junction of Mill Lane, albeit slightly to the west.  They 
probably represent land divisions between the core of the village and the abbey.  
The sparse occurrence of finds in particular the pottery, animal bone and shell, 
suggest the scattering of domestic debris and peripheral activity located between the 
core areas to the north and south. 
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Description: Trench 1 contained Ditches F1013, F1015, F1017, F1023 and F1030; 
and Pits F1019, F1021, F1032, F1035 and F1037.  Ditch F1030 contained medieval 
(late 12th-14th/15th century) pottery, and Ditch F1017 contained a post-medieval (16th

– 17th century) pottery sherd. Pit F1035 extended into Trench 2.�

)��*����(�&����� ������� ��� ���� ��	�?�A�(7&�� A�(7(
�!9�������������E=,�7� � 2�� ����
���������5���� ��8������������� 3��������+���7� 2��� 3���9�$�(�/9������� 3���+��9�����8��5�
+���������5�����7�2��*������������3����7�



)��*����(������� ������� ��� ���� ��	�?�A�(7&	� A�(7(
�!9�������������E=,�7� � 2�� ����
���������5���� ��8����������������8���5�*��*�0��+���7� 2��� 3���9�$�(�%9������� 3���+��9�
����8��5�+���������5�����������������I�����������+���8����*����7�2��*������������
3����7�
�
)��*����(�'����� ������� ��� ���� ��	�?�A�(7/	� A�(7���!9�������������E=,�7� � 2�� ����
���������I����� �������������*��*�0��+���7�2���3���9�$�(�69�������3���+��9�����8��5�
+���������5�����������������I�����������+���8����*����7�2��*������������%���I��'���
*����5� �����5���C��8!������������+������&	8!7�
�
-�����(�
������+�*��*������� �����(7%��A�(7	(�A�(7(6�!7��2���������� �������������
*��*�0��+���7�2���3���9�$�(	(9�������3���9�����8��5�+���������5������������**��������
�������+���8���������������*����7�2��*������������3����7�
�
-�����(	�������+�*��*������� �����(7&(?�A�	7	��A�(7	/�!7��2���������� �������������
3�������� +���7� 2��� 3���9� $�(		9����� �� 3���9����� 8��5� +����� ����5� ���������� �**��������
�������+���8����3���������*����7�2��*������������3����7�
�
)��*����(	&����� ������� ��� ���� ���?�A�(7%�?�A�(7&&�!9�������������E=,�7� � 2�� ����
���� �������������3��������+���7�2���3���9�$�(	/9�������3���9�����5������+���������5������
����� ������ I���������� �+���8���� *����7� 2�� *������������ 3����7���(	&�����*��+5�
)��*����(&(9�-������(&	�������(&�7��
�
)��*����(&(����� ������� ��� ���� ���?�A�(7%�?�A�(7	��!9�������������E=,�7� � 2�� ����
���� �������������3��������+���7�2���3���9�$�(&�9�������3���9�����5������8��5�+���������5�
����7� 2�� *��������� �����0��� ������ �	��� I� �/��� =� ����� *����5!�  �����5� �	C� �68!� ����
�������+������	8!7��2��*��)��*����(	&���������*��+5�-�����(&�7�
�
-�����(&	������+�*��*���� ��� �����(7%(�A�(7���A�(7&��!7� � 2���������� �B����������
������������3��������+���7�2���+�����3���9�$�(&&9�������3���+��9�������������+���������5�
��������������������������+���8���������+��������*����7�2��*������������3����7�
2���  ���3���9�$�(&&9�������3���+��9�������*����7�2��*������������3����7����(&	�*��)��*��
��(	&���������*��+5�-�����(&�7�
�
-��� ��(&�� ���� �+� ��*���8���� ���  ���� ��76(?� A� %76(� A� (7
�!7� � 2�� ���� ���������5�
��� ��8�������������� ����8����+���7� 2��� 3���9�$�(&%9�������3���9�����8��5�+���������5�
*��5� ����� ��������� *����7� 2�� *��������� ��1� �	8!9� ������� +���� �	'(8!9� ��� ��7�
3��8�������C�%8!������������
8!7����(&���A��������*�����+����#���*����������	9�����
���*��)��*������(	&�������(&(9�����-�����(&	7���
�
-�����(&'������+�*��*������� �����(7%(�A�(7�(�A�(7���!7��2���������������5���� ��8�
������������*��*�0��+���7�2���3���9�$�(&69�������3���+��9�����8��5�+���������5�����7�2��
*������������3����7�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�(�$5'��� ���8�7�	�K�/!�
�
,�� �����*�����	��
(7((�J��&7%	���@)�
(7((�I�(7(6�� $�(((�

J�$�((��
J�$�(�(�

<����,�3�*�7������+�0����

(7(6�I�(7�6�� $�((�� 1����"����7����� �*�9� ����5������+���������5������3��:����
������I����8���+���8��������������

(7�6�I�(7	%�� $�((	� 1����"����7����� �*�9������8��5�+���������5�����������
���������������������������8���������+���8�����������
3������������**�����������8���+���8��������������

(7	%�I�(7/&�� $�((&�
J�$�((
�
J�$�(���

����������7������+�0��

(7/&��?� $�((/�
J�$�(�	�

������7������+�0��

�
�
,�� �����*�����	��
(7((�J��&7'%���@)�
(7((�I�(7�&�� $�((��

J�$�(((�
J�$�(�(�

<����,�3�*�7������+�0��

(7�&�I�(7	
�� $�((%� 1����"����7����� �*�9�0��5������8��5�+���������5�����������
�**����������������8���������+���8����3������

(7	
�I�(7&%�� $�(('� 1����"����7������+�0��
(7&%�I�(7�%�� $�((&�

J�$�((
�
J�$�(���

����������7������+�0��

(7�%��?� $�((/�
J�$�(�	�

������7������+�0��

�
Description: Trench 2 contained ?Pits F1026 and F1028, and Feature F1035 
extended into Trench 2.  F1028 contained a sherd of medieval (13th – 15th century) 
pottery.�
�
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
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