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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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.��/�*����+�� Land South of Newmarket Road, Fordham, Cambridgeshire 
In December 2017 and January 2018 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an 
archaeological evaluation on land south of 36 Newmarket Road, Fordham, Cambridgeshire 
(NGR TL 6279 6988;    Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was undertaken to provide for the initial 
requirements of a planning condition attached to planning approval for the construction of two 
new detached dwellings, garages, parking, access and associated works (East Cambs Council 
Approval Ref. 16/00403/FUL) based on the advice of Cambridgeshire County Council Historic 
Environment Team.  

A few undated features were recorded across the site (Ditches F1016 (Trench 1), F1014 
(Trench 2), F1011 (Trench 4) and Pit F1019 (Trench 4)).  The principal recorded features were 
Pits F1005 (Trench 1) and F1006 (Trench 3).  These substantial features occupied much of 
Trench 1, and all of Trench 3.  It is possible that the features equate to one large pit i.e. F1005 
equals F1006, and the features contained sparse finds of prehistoric pottery, animal bone and 
burnt flint.  It is suggested that these features represent quarry pits, and that the finds of 
prehistoric pottery are residual.  The pits may have served Fordham Abbey, which is located to 
the south of the site, and was a Gilbertine priory founded before 1227.  �

.��/�*���������3���������� December 2017 – January 2018

.��0����������;< <=�� N Future work TBC

.6��+,���� P7380 Site code ECB 5301
"5����3����/�*�� Archaeological evaluation
-���������� -
��������������� Agricultural
.���������0����+���� Residential
1����3��������>������� Large pits, sparse undated pits and ditches
-�7��3�*����3������>������� Crumbs of prehistoric pottery, likely residual 
� Cambridgeshire East Cambs Fordham
���<�-1��3�������� Cambrigeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER)
.����*������3�������� -
������3�������� 0.39ha.
 !�� TL 6279 6988
���7����?)��+��<+�@�� c.12.50m AOD
Project creators
����3�������,5� Cambridgeshire County Council 
.��/�*������0����<���.?�� Archaeological Solutions Ltd
������,5� Mr M Boatwright
���������� Land South of36 Newmarket Road, Fordham, 

Cambridgeshire.  An Archaeological Evaluation  
������� Barlow, G. Muir, T.
���������6� 5505
)������3��������� January 2018
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In December 2017 and January 2018 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an 
archaeological evaluation on land south of 36 Newmarket Road, Fordham, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 6279 6988;    Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was undertaken 
to provide for the initial requirements of a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for the construction of two new detached dwellings, garages, parking, 
access and associated works (East Cambs Council Approval Ref. 16/00403/FUL) 
based on the advice of Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team.   

The site is adjacent to the grounds of the medieval Fordham Abbey (CHER 12340), 
with the abbey itself located some 200m south east of the site (CHER 49041).  An 
earlier settlement of Iron Age and Roman date is also recorded to the east of the 
abbey grounds (CHER 11287 & 11287A).  Archaeological investigations to the north 
west have also recorded prehistoric occupation evidence and post-medieval 
occupation evidence (CHER MCB16950). 

A few undated features were recorded across the site (Ditches F1016 (Trench 1), 
F1014 (Trench 2), F1011 (Trench 4) and Pit F1019 (Trench 4)).  The principal 
recorded features were Pits F1005 (Trench 1) and F1006 (Trench 3).  These 
substantial features occupied much of Trench 1, and all of Trench 3.  It is possible 
that the features equate to one large pit i.e. F1005 equals F1006, and the features 
contained sparse finds of prehistoric pottery, animal bone and burnt flint.  It is 
suggested that these features represent quarry pits, and that the finds of prehistoric 
pottery are residual.  The pits may have served Fordham Abbey, which is located to 
the south of the site, and was a Gilbertine priory founded before 1227.
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Planning Policy Context 
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Description: Trench 1 contained undated ?Ditch F1016, and large Pit F1005.  The 
latter contained prehistoric pottery. �
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Description: Trench 2 contained undated Ditch F1014, and some root disturbance 
was also apparent within the trench. 
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Description: Trench 3 revealed large Pit F1006, and it contained prehistoric pottery. �
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Description: Trench 4 contained undated Ditch F1011 and undated ?Pit F1019. �
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
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