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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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���8�$������ Former Norton School Playing Field, Cashio Lane, Letchworth Garden City, 

Hertfordshire�
In October 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic gradiometer survey on $,3.2 hectares 
of land at the former Norton School Playing Field, Cashio Lane, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire 
(NGR TL 2255 3400).  The survey was commissioned in advance of the proposed 
submission/determination of a planning application for residential development of land to the north of 
Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire. 

A weak NW-SE linear anomaly (1) and a similar oblique intersecting linear anomaly (2) were identified 
along with a number of stronger intermittent responses forming part of a possible sub-rectangular feature 
(3).  In addition, were two further linear anomalies (4 and 5) that could be of archaeological origin, although 
they could also relate to historic land division and drainage.  All other features represent historic boundaries 
(6-8), and relate to the recent use of the site as a playing field (9-13) or land drainage (14).
���8�$��"�����*;!�:"<��.- 23rd-24th October 2017�
��� !����<��.�*�@�@A- N� B������<��.� TBC�
�,����%��� 7371� �!���$�"� AS 1922 
�&4���;�4��8�$� Geophysical Survey�
�!���������

��

��������:��"���� Former school playing field�
�:����"�"� �:�4���� Residential 
)�!��;��������*C"����- Linear anomaly (1) running 121m NW-SE 

Linear anomaly (2) running c.80m ESE-WNW 
Possible sub-rectangular feature (3) of unknown date 
Two NE-SW linear anomalies (4 and 5) of possible archaeological origin 
which may also relate to historic land division and drainage. 

�!(�!;!$����;!�"��*C"����- -�
�%�:�4 ���4" ��!�
�����&@��!���!$�@����!�� Hertfordshire North Herts Letchworth Garden City 
���@��)��;������� Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER; enquiry No. 172/17)�
�����$�"��*!;�.��<�- -�
Area of site c.3.2ha 
NGR TL 2255 3400 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.85-86m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisory Team 
Project supervisor/s John Summers
Funded by Vincent & Gorbing Limited  
Full title Former Norton School Playing Field, Cashio Lane, Letchworth Garden City, 

Hertfordshire: Geophysical Survey�
Authors Summers, J.R., Bescoby, D. and Higgs, K.                                         
Report no. 5489 
Date (of report) November 2017 
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In October 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic gradiometer 
survey on $,3.2 hectares of land at the former Norton School Playing Field, 
Cashio Lane, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 2255 3400).  The 
survey was commissioned in advance of the proposed submission/determination 
of a planning application for residential development of land to the north of 
Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire. 

A weak NW-SE linear anomaly (1) and a similar oblique intersecting linear 
anomaly (2) were identified along with a number of stronger intermittent 
responses forming part of a possible sub-rectangular feature (3).  In addition, 
were two further linear anomalies (4 and 5) that could be of archaeological origin, 
although they could also relate to historic land division and drainage.  All other 
features represent historic boundaries (6-8), and relate to the recent use of the 
site as a playing field (9-13) or land drainage (14).�
�
�
'������������	�����	����
�
7,7� 
�� �$��%��� /379=� ��$����:�(!$�:� ��:��!���� ��"� $���!�"� ���� �� ��(���!$�
(��"!���������� �&����$,1,/���$�������;�:��"��������;��������������$���:��:�&!�(�
B!�:"=�����!������=����$�<�����	��"����!�&=�����;��"��!���*�	�����//00�1233-,��
���� ��� �&� <��� $���!��!���"� !�� �" ��$�� �;� ���� 4��4���"�
��%�!��!��@"�����!���!����;���4:���!�(��44:!$��!���;������!"���!�:�"� �:�4������;�
:��"���������������;����$�<�����	��"����!�&=�����;��"��!��,�
�
7,/� ����4��8�$��<���$���!�"����� !���$$��"��$��<!����" !$�� ;��������;��"��!���
�����&� ����$!:� �!����!$� �� !�������� ����� *���� ����-� ��"� �� �4�$!;!$��!���
$��4!:�"� %&� ��� */5��� ��4���%��� /379-=� �44�� �"� %&� ���� ����,� ����
(��4�&�!$�:� ��� �&� <��� $���!�"� ���� !�� �$$��"��$�� <!��� ���� �!����!$� ��(:��"�
"�$������ Geophysical Survey in Archaeological Field Evaluation */335-=� ��"�
�
;�=�The use of Geophysical Techniques in Archaeological Evaluations���"�CIfA 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Geophysical Survey (2014).��

Objectives�
�
7,1� ���� !� ���!(��!��� �;� ���� �!��� %&� (��4�&�!$�:� ��� �&� <��� "��!(��"� ���
"�����!�������������=��+�������"��!(�!;!$��$���;���%D���;�$��;��������!����"������
!�;����;���������$����:�(!$�:��!�!(��!�����>�!��������;�������"� �:�4����,�



Planning policy context�
�
7,2� �������!���:� �:���!�(���:!$&� B����<��.� *���B� /37/-� ������� ����� ������
4������;������!����!$��� !��������������� ���!(�!;!$��$��%�$������;����!���!����!$=�
��$����:�(!$�:=� ��$�!��$����:� ��� ���!��!$� !�������� ���� ���!��(�� ������,� ���� ���B�
�!������"�:! ��������!��%:��"� �:�4�����%&������!�(������4�:!$!�����"�"�$!�!����
�����$��$���� �����!����!$��� !�������� ��$�(�!��� ��������!��(������������������D
����<�%:�� ������$�=� ��.�� �$$����� �;� ���� <!"��� ��$!�:=� $�:����:=� �$����!$� ��"�
�� !��������:� %���;!��� �;� ���!��(�� $����� ��!��=� ��"� ��$�(�!��� ����� !���::!(���:&�
����(�"� $���(�� ��&� �����!���� %�� ��$�����&� !;� ���!��(�� ������� ���� ��� %��
��!���!��"� ;��� ���� :��(� ����,� ��������B� ��>�!���� �44:!$��!���� ��� "��$�!%�� ����
�!(�!;!$��$�� �;� ��&� ���!��(�� �����=� !�$:�"!�(� !��� ����!�(� �������&� %�� �;;�$��"� !��
4��4���!���������������E��!�4�����$����"�����4�����!�:�!�4�$���;�����4��4���:,���
�
7,0� ���� ���B� �!��� ��� $����� �� ��(:��"E�� ���!��(�� ������� !�� �� �������
�44��4�!���� ��� ���!�� �!(�!;!$��$�=� <!��� ��%�����!�:� ����� ��� "��!(����"� ���!��(��
�������*!,�,�:!���"�%�!:"!�(�=��$��"�:�"����������-���:&�4���!���"�!���+$�4�!���:�
$!�$������$���<��������4�%:!$�%���;!���;���4��4���:����<�!(�������$����� ��!���
�;����������,�������;;�$���;�4��4���:��������D"��!(����"����!��(��������������%��
%�:��$�"� �(�!���� ���� �$�:�� �;� :���� ��"� �!(�!;!$��$�� �;� ���� �����=� %��� ���D
"��!(����"� ���!��(�� ������� �;� "��������%:&� �>�! �:���� �!(�!;!$��$�� ��&� %��
$���!"���"���%8�$��������������4�:!$!���������������������"��!(����",��������B�
������� ����� �44�����!�!��� ��� $�4����� � !"��$�� ;���� ���� �!����!$� �� !�������=� ���
��$��"� ��"� �" ��$�� ���� ��"������"!�(� �;� ���!��(�� ������� ��"� ��� ��.�� ��!��
4�%:!$:&�� �!:�%:��!������>�!��������;�"� �:�4���������(�����,���!���44�����!�&�
����:"�%����.���!�����������4��4���!��������������!(�!;!$��$���;������!��(��������
��"����!�4�$���;�����4��4���:=�4���!$�:��:&�<����������!��(��������!�����%��:���,�
�
�
�� ��
����	�������	���
�	��
�
/,7� �����!���!��:�$���"�<!��!������4��!����;����$�<����=�<�!$��!���!�����"�<!��!��
����"!���!$���;���������������"�����$����&��;�����;��"��!���*��53�'-,��
��:!�����<��"��
���� ��������� �+����� �;� ���$�<����� 	��"��� �!�&=� <�!$�� !�� �:��� .��<�� ���
���$�<����=� ��"� 133�� ��� ���� <���D�����D<���� �;� ���� ���::�  !::�(�� �;� ������,��
�!����!$�::&=������!���:�&�<!��!������4��!����;�����������!:�7631=�<��������4��!����;�
�������<��� !�$��4�����"� !���� ������;����$�<�����	��"����!�&,� ������!����:��� :!���
/33�� ��� ����<�����;����������;���$����:�(!$�:�4�����!�:=�<�!$�� !"���!;!�����"� !��
$�����"��4��������!����!$���"!� �:� !::�(���;�������=���"�!�$:�"������!(��"���!�&�
�;�����!����;�4���!����!$���"�������"���,�
�
/,/� ���� �!��� $��4�!���� ��� !���(�:��:&� ���4�"� 4:��� �;� :��"=� <�!$�� $� ���� ���
�44��+!�����������;��44��+!����:&�1,/���$������ *��53��-,� � 
�� :!��� ��� �����������;�
����������"=�������;�����!���������"��������;����;������=���"�!��%���"�"�����::�
�!"��� %&� ����� 4��4���&� %���"��!��� ����$!���"� <!��� ���!"���!�:� "<�::!�(�� �:��(�
������ ���"�,� � ���� �!��� $��4�!���� ���� �+!��!�(� ;������ 4:�&!�(� ;!�:"� �;� �������
�$���:=� ���� ��!�� %�!:"!�(�� �;� <�!$�� �� �� %���� 4�� !���:&� ��D"� �:�4�"� ;���
����!�(,���
�
�
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1,7� ���$�<�����	��"����!�&� :!��� ��� ���� �������� �+����� �;� ������!:������!::�=�
<�!$�� $����$���!��� ��$�� �;� ���� ������ ������ "!���!$�� *��53� '-,� � ���� �����
�������"!�(� ���� �!��� ����� ���� ��  ��!�"� ��:!�;� ����$!���"�<!��� ���� ��!:����� �!::�=�
<�!$�� !��"! !"�"�%&������%����;��!����"�&� �::�&�,� ������! ��� 
 �:� ;:�<�������D
����<��"��7,0.��������������D������;������!��,���������<�����;������!��=�����(����"�
�:�4���"�<��(���:&�������� �::�&��;������!+�#���.=�<�!$��!�����!������!%����&��;�����
�! ��� 
 �:� :�$���"�7.�� ��� ���������D<���,� �	! ��� !��� :�$��!���<!��!�� ������!:�����
�!::�=� ���� �!��� ���� ��  ��!�"� ��:!�;=� %��� (�����::&� ����"�� ��� 50�����,� ����� ��:!"�
(��:�(&� �;� ���� �!��� $��4�!���� 44��� �����$����� $��:.� *#	�� /370-=� <�!$��
$����$���!����������!:������!::�,������$��:.�!��� ��:�!��%&���"�!;��(��:�(&��;���(:!���
	:�$!�:��!::,���
�
1,/� ��!:���;����������$��4�!����������;���������:�4������$!��!��=�<�!$������
"��$�!%�"�����:�<:&�4�����%:��$�:$�������$:�&�&���!:��*���F�7651-,���
�
�
+� �������������<���
	������&��=�������
�
Prehistoric 
�
2,7� �����!���:!���/33���������<�����;����������;���$����:�(!$�:�4�����!�:�*�����
�;���$����:�(!$�:��!(�!;!$��$�����������$�:��:��-=�<�!$��!"���!;!�����"�!��$�����"�
��������!����!$���"!� �:� !::�(���;�������=���"�!�$:�"������!(��"���!�&��;�����!���
�;�4���!����!$���"�������"���,���������:&�4���!����!$�;!�"��;��������������������
���� :!�!��"� ��� �� ;:!��� ���:� ;���� �� (�� �:� 4!�� �����:���&� ���"� !�� ����;�:"� 4��!���
*B!�G4���!$.D)�����<�� /339-,� � ���� ���:!��!$� 4��!�"� !�� ��4�������"� %&� �� $������
:�$���"�%������������7*)-������<�&���"�7,1.��������������D����,�����:&����:!��!$�
;:!��� ���:������ ��$��"�"� ;��������;!�:"����F!:%��&��!::� ��"�� ���1.�� ��� ���������D
<���,�
�
2,/� �������������������#���G���(���!�(�"!�$���������(���������;������4��!���
�;�������=�4���!$�:��:&�;�����������<��"��%��<�������� !::�(����"�������!:<�&�:!���
*B!�G4���!$.D)�����<��/339H������/2/0DI=�/9/3=�9276�J�99I9-,���<������"������
����"�!������$��������;�7339=�<��������&�����$�::�"�smeþan hlæw=�����K�������
����"E� ��"� wiþig hoh=� ���� K<!��&� *<!::�<-� ���4E,� � ���!�:� 4����(��4��� ��"� ��
(��4�&�!$�:� ��� �&� ���� �:��� �� ��:�"� �� (���4� �;� "!�$��"� ��$:������� ��"� ��
���(�=� ;����<�!$�� ����"�� �;� #��.��� 4�����&� ��"� ���!�!������ $�::���"� ���� <���
��$� ���"�*B�"���/372-,���"���"�$��4���.���;�����$�!:!�����;!�:"��&�����*����
/255-���"��� :��(��$�� !�(���$:������<!��� !������:����.�� *����7I/I0-������:���
��$��"�"�������������D<�����;������!��,�
�
Romano-British 
�
2,1� � !"��$���;��������$$�4��!�����"��$�! !�&� !�� ���������������� !�� :!�!��"=�
������������:�&�!������!���"!�����!����:��"��;���������:���������#�:"�$.H�4��%�%:&�
����;!����oppidum�"� �:�4�"�!��#�!��!��*B!�G4���!$.D)�����<��/339-,�������������;�
���� 
$.�!�:"�F�&�<�������%:!���"� ��� ���������� !�� ���� 
�����(����"� ����!��"� !��



���� �����(����� ����������D#�!�!���4��!�",� ����� ;�������"����#:�$.���������"�
<����%��"���"��;�����������������>�������"��$�! !�&���!;��"�����<��"�=�<�����
�� ��<� ��$:������ <��� $������$��"� *)���D�$$��"�� 7655-,� � ���� "!�$���� �;� ����

$.�!�:"�F�&�!����������� !$!�!�&�<����;!::�"�<!�����%%!���;������������:��������"�
;!�"�� �;� ��!��:� %����� ��((���� !��� �$����&� <��� "��!����"� %&� �����D����!�(=�
4����4�������44:&�������%���4�4�:��!����;�#�:"�$.,�
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Site name and address: Former Norton School Playing Field, Cashio Lane, Letchworth Garden 
City, Hertfordshire 

County:  Hertfordshire District: North Herts 
Village/Town: Letchworth Parish: Letchworth
Planning application 
reference: 
Client name/address/tel:
Nature of application: Residential 
Present land use: Former school playing field 
Size of application area: 
c.3.2 ha. 

Size of area investigated 
Whole site 

NGR (8 figures): TL 2255 3400 
Site Code: AS 1922 
Site director/Organisation: Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Type of work: Archaeological Geophysical survey  
Date of work: 23 – 24 October 2017 
Location of finds/Curating 
museum:

North Herts 

Related SMR Nos: Periods represented:Undated 
Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  - 

�����

Summary of fieldwork 
results:

In October 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out a magnetic 
gradiometer survey on $,3.2 hectares of land at the former Norton 
School Playing Field, Cashio Lane, Letchworth Garden City, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 2255 3400).  The survey was commissioned in 
advance of the proposed submission/determination of a planning 
application for residential development of land to the north of 
Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire. 

A weak NW-SE linear anomaly (1) and a similar oblique intersecting 
linear anomaly (2) were identified along with a number of stronger 
intermittent responses forming part of a possible sub-rectangular 
feature (3).  In addition, were two further linear anomalies (4 and 5) that 
could be of archaeological origin, although they could also relate to 
historic land division and drainage.  All other features represent historic 
boundaries (6-8), and relate to the recent use of the site as a playing 
field (9-13) or land drainage (14).

Author of summary:
John Summers 

Date of Summary: 
November 2017 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Fig. 3 OS map, 1898
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Fig. 4 OS map, 1922
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Fig. 5 OS map, 1939

SITE

N

Norton School Playing Field (P7371)














