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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project details
Project name 19 Shillington Road, Pirton, Herts, SG5 2QJ 

In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a programme of 
archaeological monitoring and recording to the rear of 19 Shillington Road, Pirton, Hitchin, 
Hertfordshire, SG5 3QJ  (NGR TL 1439 3195; Figs. 1 - 2).  The monitoring was undertaken 
in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning approval for construction of 
an extension to an existing outbuilding so as to create a garage and utility room (North 
Herts District Council Planning Ref.17/01211/1HH).  The monitoring was required based 
on the advice of Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisor

The site is located within the village of Pirton, which is situated within the district of North 
Hertfordshire.  The site lies on the southern frontage of Shillington Road which passes 
through the western section of the historic core of Pirton.  The medieval and post-medieval 
core of Pirton is identified as  Area of Archaeological Significance No. 75 on the NHDC 
Local Plan. 

No archaeological features or finds were present.  The site stratigraphy appeared intact 
and therefore had archaeology been present it would likely have been preserved. 

Project dates (fieldwork) 18, 19 September 2017 
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work  N 
P. number 7274 Site code AS 1918 
Type of project Archaeological monitoring & recording
Site status Area of Archaeological Significance No. 75 
Current land use Residential dwelling & garden 
Planned development Proposed extension 
Main features (+dates) None 
Significant finds (+dates)� None  
Project location 
County/ District/ Parish Hertfordshire North Herts Pirton 
HER for area Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER; enquiry No. 112/17) 
Post code (if known) SG5 3QJ 
Area of site c. 200m² 
NGR TL 1439 3195 
Height AOD (max/ min) c. 68m AOD 
Project creators 
Brief issued by Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by Mr & Mrs Testa 
Full title� 19 Shillington Road, Pirton, Herts, SG5 2QJ.  Archaeological 

Monitoring & Recording 
Authors Newton, A. & Higgs, K. 
Report no. 5470
Date (of report) October 2017 
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In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of archaeological monitoring and recording to the rear of 19 
Shillington Road, Pirton, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG5 3QJ  (NGR TL 1439 
3195; Figs. 1 - 2).  The monitoring was undertaken in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning approval for construction of an 
extension to an existing outbuilding so as to create a garage and utility room 
(North Herts District Council Planning Ref.17/01211/1HH).  The monitoring 
was required based on the advice of Hertfordshire County Council Historic 
Environment Advisor

The site is located within the village of Pirton, which is situated within the 
district of North Hertfordshire.  The site lies on the southern frontage of 
Shillington Road which passes through the western section of the historic core 
of Pirton.  The medieval and post-medieval core of Pirton is identified as  Area 
of Archaeological Significance No. 75 on the NHDC Local Plan. 

No archaeological features or finds were present.  The site stratigraphy 
appeared intact and therefore had archaeology been present it would likely 
have been preserved. 
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Planning policy context
�
��0� ��!� '����'%� 7%'����+� 7�%�/�� $�'<!"��&� #77$� �4��)� ,�'�!,� ��'��
���,!�('��,��:���!���,����/�!�9����<!�����'���'9!�,�+��:�/'�/!�;!/'�,!��:���!���
��,����/=� '�/�'!�%�+�/'%=� '�/���!/���'%� ��� '���,��/� ���!�!,�� '�!� �!���'+!� ',,!�,���
��!�77$�'�<,���� !%�9!��,�,�'��';%!� !9!%�(<!���;��!�,����+���'��(�%�/�!,�
'� �  !/�,���,� ��'�� /��/!��� ��!� ��,����/� !�9����<!��� �!/�+��,!� ��'�� �!���'+!�
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/�%���'%=� !/���<�/� '� �!�9����<!��'%� ;!�!:��,� �:� �!���'+!� /��,!�9'����=� '� �
�!/�+��,!���'�� ���!%%�+!��%��<'�'+! �/�'�+!�<'��,�<!��<!,�;!��!/!,,'��� �:�
�!���'+!�',,!�,�'�!� ���;!�<'���'��! � :��� ��!� %��+� �!�<�� ���!�77$��!����!,�
'((%�/'����,� ���  !,/��;!� ��!� ,�+��:�/'�/!� �:� '��� �!���'+!� ',,!�=� ��/%� ��+� ��,�
,!����+� ��'��<'��;!�'::!/�! � ���(��(������� ��� ��!�',,!�E,� �<(���'�/!�'� � ��!�
(��!���'%��<('/���:���!�(��(�,'%����
�
��3� ��!� 77$� '�<,� ��� /��,!�9!� ��+%'� E,� �!���'+!� ',,!�,� ��� '� <'��!��
'((��(��'�!������!���,�+��:�/'�/!=�"����,�;,�'���'%��'�<���� !,�+�'�! ��!���'+!�
',,!�,� #��!�� %�,�! � ;��% ��+,=� ,/�! �%! � <���<!��,)� ��%�� (!�<���! � ���
!-/!(����'%� /��/�<,�'�/!,� "�!�� ��!� (�;%�/� ;!�!:��� �:� '� (��(�,'%� ���"!�+�,�
��!� /��,!�9'����� �:� ��!� ',,!��� � ��!� !::!/�� �:� (��(�,'%,� ��� ���B !,�+�'�! �
�!���'+!�',,!�,�<�,��;!�;'%'�/! �'+'��,����!�,/'%!��:�%�,,�'� �,�+��:�/'�/!��:�
��!� ',,!�=� ;��� ���B !,�+�'�! � �!���'+!� ',,!�,� �:�  !<��,��';%�� !���9'%!���
,�+��:�/'�/!�<'��;!�/��,� !�! �,�;8!/�������!�,'<!�(�%�/�!,�',����,!���'��'�!�
 !,�+�'�! �����!�77$�,�'�!,���'���((��������!,����/'(���!�!9� !�/!�:��<���!�
��,����/� !�9����<!��=� ��� �!/�� � '� � ' 9'�/!� ��!� �� !�,�'� ��+� �:� �!���'+!�
',,!�,� '� � ���<'&!� ���,� (�;%�/%�� '9'�%';%!� �,� '� �!����!<!��� �:�  !9!%�(<!���
<'�'+!<!��������,��((���������,���% �;!��'&!�����'�<'��!��(��(������'�!����
��!�,�+��:�/'�/!��:�'��!���'+!�',,!��'� �����<('/���:���!�(��(�,'%=�('���/�%'�%��
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5��%%��+������' �"��/��(',,!,������+����!�"!,�!���,!/������:���!���,����/�/��!�
�:�7����������!�<! �!9'%�'� �(�,�B<! �!9'%�/��!��:�7�������,�� !���:�! �',����!'�
�:���/�'!�%�+�/'%�5�+��:�/'�/!�����3������!�����	�/'%�7%'���
�
���� ��!�,��!�/�<(��,!,�'����+�%���!/�'�+�%'��(%����:�%'� =�"��/��/�9!�,�'��
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1��� ��!� 7������ '�!'� �,� /�'�'/�!��,! � ;�� ��,� %�/'����� '�� ��!� ;',!� �:� ��!�
���%�!�����%%,�����!�,������ ��+��!%�!:����,�,%�(!,�,�+��:�/'��� �"�������!������B
"!,�=�"���� ��!�,��!� %�/'�! �'��'((��-�<'�!%��G6<������ �
�9!�� ��,� %�/'�����'��
��!�:�����:���!����%�!�����%%,=�7��������/��(��'�!,�'���<;!���:�,(���+,�'� �,<'%%�
"'�!�/���,!,=�('���/�%'�%�����,!�%�/'�! �144<������!������B"!,���:���!�,��!����
�
1��� ��!��� !�%���+�+!�%�+�/'%�:��<'������:���!�%�/'%�'�!'�/��,�,�,��:�C!,��
�!%;�����'�%����'%&�$��<'�����#.
5��4�3)�������,��9!�%'���;��'� ��:��+!�%�+���:�
/�'%&=�',�"!%%�',�,��%,��:���!�C'��'+!����,,�/�'����=�"��/��'�!� !,/��;! �',�
,�'%%�"�"!%%B �'��! �/'%/'�!��,�,�%���,��%,�#55�C��261)��
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Prehistoric 
�
0��� ��%��,('�,!�!9� !�/!�:���!'�%��(�!��,����/�'/��9�����,�&��"��%�/'%%�=�"����
��!� <'8������ �:� &��"�� (�!��,����/� '/��9���� :�/�,,! � ��� ��!� �(%'� ,� �:� ��!�
���%�!��� ��%%,=� ,�/�� ',� *��/&��+� *��%%� 	��+� .'���"=� ��� ��!� ,����B"!,����
���/�%'��+�%%�!,�'��7����,���%%�'� ���4<� ��� ��!�,����B"!,��<'�� �!(�!,!��� ��!�
�!<'��,� �:� (�!��,����/� ;���'%� <��� ,=� ��� <'�� �!%'�!� ��� 3��� B� 2��� /!������
,!��%!<!��� ��� ��!� ,'<!� :�!% � #���� 1��42)�� � �� (�,,�;%!� ;���H!� ��'� =�
/��,�,���+��:�:����'-!,�'� �'�%�<(��:�<!�'%��,�'%,���!/�� ! �"��������!�('��,��
�:�7������#����331)��������+��(���!���;',!�:��� ����7������<'��;!�������+!����
��+%�B5'-������ '�!�#�����23)��
�
Romano-British 
�
0��� ��� !-�!�,�9!���<'��B.����,�� ,!��%!<!��� �,� �!/�� ! � ����'�!�$�!% � ���
��!� ,����B"!,�� �:� ��!� ,��!� '� � !-�!� ��+� ��"'� ,� 7����,� ��%%�� � ��� ��/%� !,�
;��% ��+,=� '� &�%�� '� � <!�'%B"��&��+�  !;��,=� '� � ��!� ,!��%!<!��� <'�� �'9!��
/������! � ����� ��!�G���������� /!�����!,�� ���<'��B.����,��'/��9���� ��/%� ��+�(��,�
'� � ��/�!,��'9!�;!!���!/�� ! �'��7�%%'� ,�C'��'� �'��7������7��<'���5/���%�
#���,� �6G02� �� ����4)�� � �,�%'�! � :�� ,� "������ 7������ '%,�� ��/%� !� ��<'��B
.����,��(���!���:��� ������!�,/���%�(%'�+���� �#�����0�3)A�'���<'��,(�� %!�
"���%�#�����064)A�'� ��!B !(�,��! ���<'��,�!� ,������!���<'��!'���"��&�
;'�&��:���!�/',�%!�'���������%%�#�����0��)��
�
Anglo-Saxon 
�
0�1� ��!� (��!���'%� /���������� �:� ,!��%!<!��� :��<� ��!� ��<'��B.����,�� ���
��+%�B5'-���(!��� ,�'���'�!�$�!% �'� �7����,���%%=��,�'�('���'%��� �/'�����:���!�
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%�!,� �34<� ��� ��!� ,����B"!,�� �:� ��!� ,��!=� '�/�'!�%�+�/'%� ��9!,��+'����,� �'9!�
�!9!'%! �  !�,!� �//�('����� ��� ��!� !'�%�� ��� <�  %!� 5'-��� (!��� =� "��/��
��/%� ! ���<'��;���'%,�#����1��46)���$����!���!/!�����9!,��+'����,�;!�"!!��
��'�� ,��!� '� � ��!� ��+�� 5��!!�� �!/�� ! � '  �����'%� 5'-��� '� � <! �!9'%�
:!'���!,=�"���� !!(�(��,=� ��/�!,�'� �+�%%�!,��
�
0�0� �!,�B(�����+�'/��,,���!�9�%%'+!��',�(%���! ���<!���,�,/'��!�,��:�5'-���
'� � <! �!9'%� (���!��� #���� �GG�4)� ��'�� ,�++!,�� (�%�:�/'%� ,!��%!<!��� I�
(��;';%��'�,!��!,��:� :'�<,�!' ,� �'��!�� ��'��/����+���,�,!��%!<!���I�(����� ���
��!�/��,���/������:���!�<���!B'� B;'�%!��/',�%!������!������/!��������5�;,�'���'%�
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Sample Section 2 
East facing
0.00 = 68.70m AOD
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Sample Section 3 
South facing
0.00 = 68.70m AOD�
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������
<�*�� �����::��;�������
�
���!��%)!�%�(�%((�!##1� 19 Shillington Road, Pirton, Herts, SG5 2QJ
County:  Hertfordshire District: North Herts
Village/Town: Pirton Parish: Pirton
Planning application 
reference:

North Herts District Council Planning 
Ref.17/01211/1HH

Client name/address/tel: Mr & Mrs Testa 
Nature of application: Extension
Present land use: Residential
Size of application area: Size of area investigated c.10m2
NGR (8 figures): TL 1439 3195
Site Code: AS
Site director/Organisation: Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Type of work: Archaeological monitoring and recording.
Date of work: 18, 19 September 2017
Location of finds/Curating 
museum:

North Herts

Related SMR Nos: Periods represented:
Modern

Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  -
Summary of fieldwork results: In September 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd 

(AS) carried out a programme of archaeological 
monitoring and recording to the rear of 19 
Shillington Road, Pirton, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, 
SG5 3QJ  (NGR TL 1439 3195; Figs. 1 - 2).  The 
monitoring was undertaken in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning approval 
for construction of an extension to an existing 
outbuilding so as to create a garage and utility 
room (North Herts District Council Planning 
Ref.17/01211/1HH).  The monitoring was required 
based on the advice of Hertfordshire County 
Council Historic Environment Advisor 

No archaeological features or finds were present.  
The site stratigraphy appeared intact and therefore 
had archaeology been present it would likely have 
been preserved.

Author of summary:
Newton, A.

Date of Summary:
October 2017
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the  1999 Ordnance
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number  100036680
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Shillington Road, Pirton, Hertfordshire (P7274)




