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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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+��,�(������� Land to the West of Desmonds Close, Hauxton, Cambridgeshire 
In January 2018 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an archaeological evaluation on land to the 
west of Desmonds Close, Hauxton, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 4420 5214; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation 
was undertaken in compliance with the initial requirements of a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for a new development of 5 dwellings and associated garden land, roads infrastructure, 
landscaping and access following the demolition of existing agricultural buildings (South Cambs Council 
Approval Ref. S/1824/17/FL), based on the  advice of Cambridgeshire County Council Historic 
Environment Team.   

Features were present within each evaluation trench.  The majority of features in Trenches 2 and 3 were 
modern.  Undated features were recorded in each trench (Trench 1: seven; Trench 2: one; Trench 3: 
one; and Trench 4: six), and the densest concentrations of undated features were in the northern (Trench 
1) and southern (Trench 4) areas of the site. 

The undated features mostly comprised linear features (ditches and gullies), and also included some pits.  
The features contained no dating evidence or, indeed, finds. 

The ditches recorded during the evaluation, for example those in Trench 1, were orientated NW/SE and 
were perpendicular to the large linear features recorded as part of the adjacent excavation (Features 153 
and 158) (CHER MCB20294; Crawley 2010) (Fig.3).  It is suggested that the latter ditches and gullies 
may have represented field boundaries or land divisions.  The adjacent excavation also recorded several 
shallow quarry pits without finds.  The undated pits recorded during the current evaluation may represent 
a continuation of the quarrying except that the quarry pits were on the eastern side of the excavation of 
the plot next door  i.e. not directly adjacent.  

+��,�(���������0�������� � January 2018 
+��-����������89�9: � N Future work  TBC 
+3���*���� P7410 Site code ECB 5272 
"1����0����,�(�� Archaeological evaluation 
)���������� -
��������������� Vacant
+���������-��������� Residential 
.����0��������;����� � Ditches, pits, gullies 
)�4��0�(����0������;����� � None 
Project location
����19�'�����(�9�+������ Cambridgeshire South Cambs Hauxton 
���9�).��0�������� Cambrigeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) 
+����(������0������ � -
������0�������� 2660m2.  
�!�� TL 4420 5214 
���4����<'�����9��= � c.17m AOD 
Project creators 
����0�������*1� Cambridgeshire County Council  
+��,�(������-����9���+< � Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
������*1�  Shelford Properties 
���������� Land to the West of Desmonds Close, Hauxton, Cambridgeshire.  

An Archaeological Evaluation  
������� Edwards, N. 
���������3� 5525
'������0������� � February 2018 
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In January 2018 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an 
archaeological evaluation on land to the west of Desmonds Close, 
Hauxton, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 4420 5214; Figs. 1 - 2).  The 
evaluation was undertaken in compliance with the initial requirements 
of a planning condition attached to planning approval for a new 
development of 5 dwellings and associated garden land, roads 
infrastructure, landscaping and access following the demolition of 
existing agricultural buildings (South Cambs Council Approval Ref. 
S/1824/17/FL), based on the advice of Cambridgeshire County Council 
Historic Environment Team.   

Features were present within each evaluation trench.  The majority of 
features in Trenches 2 and 3 were modern.  Undated features were 
recorded in each trench (Trench 1: seven; Trench 2: one; Trench 3: 
one; and Trench 4: six), and the densest concentrations of undated 
features were in the northern (Trench 1) and southern (Trench 4) areas 
of the site. 

The undated features mostly comprised linear features (ditches and 
gullies), and also included some pits.  The features contained no 
dating evidence or, indeed, finds. 

The ditches recorded during the evaluation, for example those in 
Trench 1, were orientated NW/SE and were perpendicular to the large 
linear features recorded as part of the adjacent excavation (Features 
153 and 158) (CHER MCB20294; Crawley 2010) (Fig.3).  It is 
suggested that the latter ditches and gullies may have represented 
field boundaries or land divisions.  The adjacent excavation also 
recorded several shallow quarry pits without finds.  The undated pits 
recorded during the current evaluation may represent a continuation of 
the quarrying except that the quarry pits were on the eastern side of 
the excavation next door i.e. not directly adjacent. 
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Description: Trench 1 contained Pits F1006 and F1014; and Ditches 
F1002, F1004, F1008, F1010, F1012 and F1016.  A lump of concrete 
was present within the centre of the trench and is shown on plan. None 
of the features contained finds except modern Pit F1006 which 
contained concrete.  The features all cut the natural.�
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Description: Trench 2 contained Ditches F1048 and F1055, Gully 
F1051 and Pit F1053.  Ditch F1048 and Pit F1053 contained modern 
(20th century) CBM.  Gully F1051 cut Ditch F1048 and is therefore 
modern.

Ditches F1048 and F1055, and Gully F1051 cut the natural, L1001.  Pit 
F1053 was cut into the fill of Ditch F1048.   

Three pits were planned but not excavated (F1064 (1.31 x 0.58 x ?), 
F1066 (1.26 x 1.08 x ?) and F1068 (1.68 x 1.29 x ?)).  They contained 
asbestos and therefore for health and safety reasons were not 
excavated.  The asbestos may, or may not, have been intrusive, and 
as the features were not excavated they are undated.  That said, in 
section, it was visible that the features cut Made Ground L1022 and 
therefore the features are likely to be of relatively recent date.  �
�
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Description: Trench 3 contained Post Hole F1018, Pits F1031, F1035 
and F1057; and Ditch F1033.  All the features contained modern (20th

century) finds, principally CBM, except Pit F1035 which contained no 
finds.  All of the features cut the natural, L1001, as opposed to made 
ground deposits.
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Description: Trench 4 contained Ditches F1028 and F1041; Pits 
F1037, F1039 and F1043; and Gully F1045.  None of the features 
contained finds.  A modern ?Pit (F1062; 1.73+ x ? x 0.22m)) was 
recorded in section. 
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
Reproduced  from  the 9 Ordnance200
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number  100036680 Land west of Desmond’s Close, Hauxton, Cambs 7410(P        )
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