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CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS,
BARTON TURF, NORFOLK

MONITORING OF WORKS UNDER
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUPERVISION AND CONTROL

SUMMARY

In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out monitoring of works
under archaeological supervision and control in the churchyard of St Michael and
All Angels, Barton Turf, Norfolk. The monitoring was undertaken in response to a
request from the client for archaeological monitoring during the groundworks for
the installation of a new drain run and soakaway in the churchyard.

The church of St Michael and All Angels, Barton Turf is mainly 14" century in
date and has a 15" century painted rood screen. It was proposed to excavate a
new soakaway and drain run from the north east of the church across the
churchyard.

The monitoring and recording revealed a modern shallow pit which cut the
topsoil.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 In June 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out monitoring of
works under archaeological supervision and control in the churchyard of St
Michael and All Angels, Barton Turf, Norfolk (Figs. 1 - 2). The monitoring was
undertaken in response to a request from the client for archaeological monitoring
during the groundworks for the installation of a new drain run and soakaway in
the churchyard. A condition of the faculty granted for the work required
archaeological monitoring of groundworks associated with the scheme, in
accordance with advice from Norfolk County Council Historic Environment
Service (NCC HES).

1.2  The monitoring was undertaken in accordance with a generic monitoring
brief issued by NCC HES and a written scheme of investigation (specification)
prepared by AS (06/02/2017) and approved by Norfolk County Council Historic
Environment Service and the DAC of Norwich. The project conformed to the
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Code of Conduct and Standard and
Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief (2014), and relevant sections of
Gurney’s (2003) Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England.



Objectives

1.3  The objectives of the archaeological monitoring and recording (as set out
in the written scheme of investigation were:

» to ensure the archaeological monitoring of all aspects of the development
programme likely to affect buried archaeological remains;

» to secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed
by the development programme; and

» to secure the analysis, interpretation, publication (if required), long-term
conservation and storage of the project archive.

1.4  The principal project aims will be to identify any evidence of burials or
earlier phases of the church within the confines of the development groundworks.

Planning Policy Context

1.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) states that those
parts of the historic environment that have significance because of their historic,
archaeological, architectural or artistic interest are heritage assets. The NPPF
aims to deliver sustainable development by ensuring that policies and decisions
that concern the historic environment recognise that heritage assets are a non-
renewable resource, take account of the wider social, cultural, economic and
environmental benefits of heritage conservation, and recognise that intelligently
managed change may sometimes be necessary if heritage assets are to be
maintained for the long term. The NPPF requires applications to describe the
significance of any heritage asset, including its setting that may be affected in
proportion to the asset’s importance and the potential impact of the proposal.

1.6 The NPPF aims to conserve England’s heritage assets in a manner
appropriate to their significance, with substantial harm to designated heritage
assets (i.e. listed buildings, scheduled monuments) only permitted in exceptional
circumstances when the public benefit of a proposal outweighs the conservation
of the asset. The effect of proposals on non-designated heritage assets must be
balanced against the scale of loss and significance of the asset, but non-
designated heritage assets of demonstrably equivalent significance may be
considered subject to the same policies as those that are designated. The NPPF
states that opportunities to capture evidence from the historic environment, to
record and advance the understanding of heritage assets and to make this
publicly available is a requirement of development management. This opportunity
should be taken in a manner proportionate to the significance of a heritage asset
and to impact of the proposal, particularly where a heritage asset is to be lost.

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE



21  The site lies within the churchyard of the church of St Michael and All
Angels, Barton Turf. The church is mainly 14™ century in date and has a 15"
century painted rood screen. It is proposed to excavate a new soakaway and
drain run from the north east of the church across the churchyard.

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.1 The Norfolk Historic Environment Record records the church as NHER
8304. St Michael and All Angels lies approximately 1km outside of the modern
core of Barton Turf. It is a 14™ century parish church with a 15" century west
tower. The aisles and chancel were remodelled in the 15" century and
restoration work was conducted in the late 19™ and early 20" centuries. It is
notable for the well-preserved 15" century rood screen separating the nave and
the chancel which bears images depicting the hierarchy of 9 orders of angels. A
second screen in the south aisle chapel depicts four kings. There are also
fragments of 15" century glass in the north aisle east window, an early 14™
century trefoil font, and surviving 16" century wooden mouldings mounted on
19™ century pews. The bell tower contains a bell dated to 1672, which was
brought to this location from a church in Snetterton (NHER 9067). The church is
Grade | listed.

Research Design

3.2  Archaeological investigation within the grounds of a church has the
potential to provide information regarding the origins of the church building, to
help identify it was constructed on an earlier ritual or central site, and to assist in
the identification of previous phases of church construction either in the same
location or elsewhere within the churchyard area. This information can contribute
to an understanding of the development of the church as an architectural marker
in the surrounding landscape. An understanding of the relationship of the church
with the settlement that it served can also be achieved through archaeological
investigation within a churchyard. Ayers in Brown and Glazebrook (2000, 31)
notes the importance of understanding the organisation of parochial life, the
economic influence of the church, and the social role of the church. There is
potential at S Michaels and All Angels for evidence relating to the choice of this
location, now at some distance from the main areas of domestic occupation in
the parish, to be identifiable through archaeological investigation, it is also
possible that information relating to the known phases of development of this
particular church may be evident archaeologically.

4 METHODOLOGY

4.1 The groundworks associated with the construction of the new drain run
and soakaway were monitored under archaeological supervision and control.



4.2 Exposed sections were cleaned by hand and examined for archaeological
features. Deposits were recorded using pro forma recording sheets, drawn to
scale and photographed as appropriate. Excavated spoil was searched for finds.

4.3 A programme of metal detecting was undertaken in tandem with the
monitoring. A metal detector survey was conducted when the trench was
opened, and the spoil tips were also surveyed.

5 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS Figs.4-5

A sample section of the stratigraphy encountered was recorded:

Sample Section 1

0.00m = 13.55m AOD

0.00-0.20m |L1000 [Topsoil. Firm, dark grey brown silty sand with
occasional small and medium sub-angular, sub-
rounded, and rounded flints.

0.45m+ L1001 |Subsoil. Firm, mid yellowish brown silty sand with
occasional medium and large angular and sub-angular
flints.

Sample Section 2

0.00m = 13.51m AOD

0.00-0.19m |L1000 |Topsoil. As above
0.78m+ L1000 [Subsoil. As above

Sample Section 3
0.00m = 13.42m AOD

0.00-0.20m |L1000 |Topsoil. As above

0.69m+ L1000 |Subsoil. As above

Sample Section 4
0.00m = 13.56m AOD

0.00-0.21m |L1000 |Topsoil. As above

0.28m+ L1000 |Subsoil. As above

Sample Section 5
0.00m = 15.01m AOD

0.00-0.20m |L1000 |Topsoil. As above

0.40m+ L1000 |Subsoil. As above

Sample Section 6
0.00m = 15.08m AOD

0.00-0.20m |L1000 |Topsoil. As above

0.41m+ L1000 |Subsoil. As above




Sample Section 7
0.00m = 13.62m AOD

0.00-0.20m |L1000 |Topsoil. As above

0.43m+ L1000 |Subsoil. As above

Description: A modern shallow pit, F1002, cut the topsoil.

Pit F1002 was recorded in section (? X 1.35m x 0.42m). It had steep sides and
an irregular base. lIts fill, L1003, was a friable, mid brown silty sand which
contained building rubble (mortar, flint and brick).

6 CONFIDENCE RATING

6.1 Within the parameters of monitoring during groundworks it is not felt that
any factors inhibited the recognition of archaeological features or finds.

7 DEPOSIT MODEL

7.1 Topsoil L1000 was a firm, dark grey brown silty sand with occasional small
and medium sub-angular, sub-rounded, and rounded flints (c.0.20m thick).
L1000 overlay Subsoil L1001 (0.50m+), a firm, mid yellowish brown silty sand
with occasional medium and large angular and sub-angular flints. The natural
was not exposed.

8 DISCUSSION

8.1  The monitoring was undertaken in response to a request from the client
for archaeological monitoring during the groundworks for the installation of a new
drain run and soakaway in the churchyard.

8.2  The church of St Michael and All Angels, Barton Turf is mainly 14™ century
in date and has a 15" century painted rood screen. It was proposed to excavate
a new soakaway and drain run from the north east of the church across the
churchyard.

8.3  The monitoring and recording revealed only a modern shallow pit which
cut the topsoil. That said the groundworks were of a limited scale

9 DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE

10.1  The requirements for archive storage will be agreed with the Norwich

Castle Museum, and the archive deposited there within three months of the
conclusion of fieldwork.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX

General view of northern excavations looking south- Sample Section 1 looking south-east
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Sample Section 4 looking west Sample Section 5 looking south-west
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Sample Section 6 looking north-west Sample Section 7 looking north-east
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