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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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"��>�3����!�� The Former Barley Mow Public House, Barley Mow Lane, Colney 

Heath, St Albans, Hertfordshire 
Summary: 

In September 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic building monitoring and 
recording at The Former Barley Mow Public House, Barley Mow Lane, Colney Heath, St 
Albans, Hertfordshire.  The work was commissioned in order to fulfil a condition of planning 
consent to demolish the building and develop the site.   

The monitoring and recording expanded on a previous investigation at the site, and the 
appearance and proportions of the building as well as areas of original brickwork suggested 
the original building was consistent with a late 18th or early 19th century date. It was originally 
named Sion Cottage but by the late 19th century was the Barley Mow Public House. 

A fire in 1919 substantially damaged the building which was largely rebuilt in Fletton brick, 
though retaining some areas of original brickwork in the outer walls and the chimney stacks.  
Repeated modification throughout the second half of the 20th century saw the public house 
altered with mock timber framing and modern windows and doors, while extensions saw the 
removal of much of the external walling.  As it existed prior to demolition, there were no 
fixtures and fittings surviving and only traces of its former historic character survived. 
�
���3%/��1��%��>5#%"19��:?� 7th and 14th September 2017�
��%4#����9��:�>
@�@A?� Y� �����%�9��:�� B�
�7� �60%��� 5201 �#�%�/�1%� AS1916
�!-%��5�-��3%/�� Historic building building monitoring and recording 
�#�%�������� -
����% ��"� 1���%� Residential dwelling, former public house 
�"�  %1�1%4%"�-6% �� Demolition and residential development�
	�# �5%����%��>C1��%�?� Early 20th century with some earlier fabric�
�#8 #5#/� �� 5# 1��
>C1��%�?�

B�

"��>�3����3������
��� �!@��#���#/�@����#��� Hertfordshire St Albans Colney Heath 
���@��	��5�����%�� Hertfordshire HER (HHER) 
�����/�1%�>#5�: �9 ?� AL4 0RP 
��%���5��#�%� c.275m2

���� TL 1892 0597 
�%#8�������>6# @6�D?� Approx 74-76m AOD 
"��>�3��3��������

�#%5�#���%1�0!� Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
���3%/����-%�4#���@��>��?� �� �!���""# ��
�� 1%1�0!� Central Developments (UK) Ltd 
��""��#�"%� The Former Barley Mow Public House, Barley Mow Lane, 

Colney Heath, St Albans, Hertfordshire.  Historic building 
monitoring and recording 

�������� Collins, T. 
�%-���� �7� 5475
���%�>�5��%-���?� December 2017 
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SUMMARY 

In September 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic building monitoring 
and recording at The Former Barley Mow Public House, Barley Mow Lane, Colney 
Heath, St Albans, Hertfordshire.  The work was commissioned in order to fulfil a 
condition of planning consent to demolish the building and develop the site.

The monitoring and recording expanded on a previous investigation at the site, and 
the appearance and proportions of the building as well as areas of original brickwork 
suggested the original building was consistent with a late 18th or early 19th century 
date. It was originally named Sion Cottage but by the late 19th century was the 
Barley Mow Public House. 

A fire in 1919 substantially damaged the building which was largely rebuilt in Fletton 
brick, though retaining some areas of original brickwork in the outer walls and the 
chimney stacks.  Repeated modification throughout the second half of the 20th

century saw the public house altered with mock timber framing and modern windows 
and doors, while extensions saw the removal of much of the external walling.  As it 
existed prior to demolition, there were no fixtures and fittings surviving and only 
traces of its former historic character survived. 
�
�
(� ������
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�
&7&� � � �%-�%60%�� )*&,� ��/��%�"�8#/�"� ��"��#� �� ��1� >��?� /���#%1� ���� � � ��
-��8��66%��5��#����#/�0�#"1# 8�6� #���# 8�� 1��%/��1# 8������%����6%��
��"%!�	�9�
��0"#/�����%��
��"%!�	�9��� %����" %!��%���������"0� ����%��5��1��#�%� >�������
&'()�*+(,E��#8�7&�B�)?7����%�9��:�9���/�66#��#� %1�0!���		���/�#�%/���� �0%��"5�
�5���%#��/"#% ���% ���"��%4%"�-6% ���>�$?���1�# ���1%�����5�"5#"���/� 1#�#� ��5�-"�  # 8�
/� �% �� ��� 1%6�"#��� ��%� 0�#"1# 8� � 1� 1%4%"�-� ��%� �#�%� >����"0� ���#�!� � 1��#���#/��
��� /#"��������"�  # 8��--��4�"��%57�+@)*&2@**=,?7����%�/� 1#�#� ��"����%;�#�%1���
-��8��66%� �5� ��/��%�"�8#/�"� 6� #���# 8� � 1� �%/��1# 8� ��� 0%� /� 1�/�%1� 1��# 8�
8��� 19��:�� 5��� ��%�  %9� �%�#1% �#�"� 19%""# 8�� � 1� ��#�� 9#""� 0%� ��%� ��03%/�� �5� ��
�%-����%��%-����0!���7�
�
&7)� ��%� 6� #���# 8� 9��� /���#%1� ���� # � �//��1� /%� 9#��� ��%� �%;�#�%6% ��� �5� ���
�"0� �� �#�!� � 1� �#���#/�� ��� /#"� >����?� � 1� �� 9�#��% � �/�%6%� �5� # 4%��#8��#� �
/�6-#"%1� 0!� ��� >)&��� F� %� )*&,?� � 1� �--��4%1� 0!� ����7� � ��� /� 5��6%1� ��� ��%�
�#����#/� � 8"� 1� 1�/�6% �� Understanding Historic Buildings a guide to good 
recording practice >)*&2?� � 1� ��%� �����%�%1� � ��#���%� 5��� ��/��%�"�8#���G� >��5�?�
Standard and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of standing 
buildings or structures�>)*&.?����9%""����5�""�9# 8���%��%;�#�%6% ����5���%�1�/�6% ��
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��� 1��1��5����#%"1���/��%�"�8!�# ���%�������5�� 8"� 1�>��� %!�)**=?�� 1���%���5��
��� 1��1�� 1���#1� /%�5�����/��%�"�8#/�"����/�# 8�
�#%5��>)*&.?7�
�
&7=� ��%�-�# /#-�"��03%/�#4%���5���%��#����#/�0�#"1# 8�%"%6% ���5���%�-��3%/��9%�%������
�

•� ��%�6� #���# 8��5���%�9��:��� 1��%/��1# 8��5�� !�5����%���#����#/�5�0�#/��%4%�"%1�
1��# 8���%���5�B���#--# 8�� 1�1%6�"#�#� ��5� ��%�5��6%��-�0"#/�����%�# ���1%�����
��86% ����%�%D#��# 8��%/��1�-��1�/%1�# �)*&=7�

•� ��%�-��4#�#� � �5� � � �--��-�#��%"!� 1%��#"%1� -��3%/�� �%-���� � 1� -��1�/�#� � �5� ��
�#8��;��"#�!��5�""!�# �%8���%1���/�#4%���#��0"%�5���"� 8B�%�6�1%-��#�#� 7�

�
&7.� ��%��03%/�#4%��5���%�0%"�9�8��� 1�%"%6% ���5���%�-��3%/��#���
�

•� ��%���/��%�"�8#/�"�6� #���# 8��5�� !���%����5� ��%��#�%�9�%�%�9��:����%� ���0%�
/� 1�/�%1�������55%/��� !�0%"�9�8��� 1�1%-��#���

•� ��%��%/��1# 8��5� 5%����%���5���/��%�"�8#/�"� # �%�%��� �����6�!�0%�%D-��%1�� 1�
� !� �11#�#� �"� �%�%��/�@�%/��1# 8�  %/%����!� ��� -"�/%� ��%� 5# 1# 8�� �5� ��%�
�%/��1# 8�# ���%#��/� �%D�7�

�
&7+� ��� ��%1����%���/��%�"�8#/�"�6� #���# 8��5�8��� 19��:��9#""�0%���%���03%/���5�
���%-����%��%-����0!���7�

Planning policy context�
�

&72� ��%����#� �"��"�  # 8���"#/!����6%9��:�>�����)*&)?�����%�����������%�-�����
�5� ��%� �#����#/� % 4#�� 6% �� ����� ��4%� �#8 #5#/� /%� 0%/���%� �5� ��%#�� �#����#/��
��/��%�"�8#/�"����/�#�%/����"�������#��#/� # �%�%�����%��%�#��8%����%��7���%�������#6��
��� 1%"#4%�� �����# �0"%� 1%4%"�-6% �� 0!� % ���# 8� ����� -�"#/#%�� � 1� 1%/#�#� �� �����
/� /%� ���%��#����#/�% 4#�� 6% ���%/�8 #�%�������%�#��8%����%�����%��� � B�% %9�0"%�
�%����/%�� ��:%� �//�� �� �5� ��%� 9#1%�� ��/#�"�� /�"����"�� %/� �6#/� � 1� % 4#�� 6% ��"�
0% %5#����5��%�#��8%�/� �%�4��#� ��� 1� �%/�8 #�%� ����� # �%""#8% �"!�6� �8%1�/�� 8%�
6�!� ��6%�#6%��0%�  %/%����!� #5� �%�#��8%� ���%��� ��%� ��� 0%�6�# ��# %1� 5��� ��%� "� 8�
�%�67� ���%�������%;�#�%���--"#/��#� �� ���1%�/�#0%� ��%��#8 #5#/� /%��5�� !��%�#��8%�
���%��� # /"�1# 8� #��� �%��# 8� ����� 6�!� 0%� �55%/�%1� # � -��-���#� � ��� ��%� ���%�G��
#6-���� /%�� 1���%�-��% �#�"�#6-�/���5���%�-��-���"7���
�
&7,� ��%� ����� �#6�� ��� /� �%�4%� � 8"� 1G�� �%�#��8%� ���%��� # � �� 6�  %��
�--��-�#��%������%#���#8 #5#/� /%��9#�����0��� �#�"����6����1%�#8 ��%1��%�#��8%����%���
>#7%7� "#��%1� 0�#"1# 8��� �/�%1�"%1� 6� �6% ��?� � "!� -%�6#��%1� # � %D/%-�#� �"�
/#�/�6��� /%��9�% ���%�-�0"#/�0% %5#���5���-��-���"����9%#8��� ��%�/� �%�4��#� ��5�
��%� ���%�7� � ��%� %55%/�� �5� -��-���"�� � �  � B1%�#8 ��%1� �%�#��8%� ���%��� 6���� 0%�
0�"� /%1��8�# �����%��/�"%��5�"����� 1��#8 #5#/� /%��5���%����%���0��� � B1%�#8 ��%1�
�%�#��8%����%����5�1%6� ����0"!�%;�#4�"% ���#8 #5#/� /%�6�!�0%�/� �#1%�%1���03%/��
��� ��%� ��6%� -�"#/#%�� ��� ����%� ����� ��%� 1%�#8 ��%17� � ��%� ����� ����%�� �����
�--���� #�#%�� ��� /�-���%� %4#1% /%� 5��6� ��%� �#����#/� % 4#�� 6% ��� ��� �%/��1� � 1�
�14� /%���%�� 1%���� 1# 8��5��%�#��8%����%���� 1����6�:%���#��-�0"#/"!��4�#"�0"%�#����
�%;�#�%6% �� �5� 1%4%"�-6% ��6� �8%6% �7� � ��#�� �--���� #�!� ����"1� 0%� ��:% � # � ��
6�  %�� -��-���#� ��%� ��� ��%� �#8 #5#/� /%� �5� �� �%�#��8%� ���%�� � 1� ��� #6-�/�� �5� ��%�
-��-���"��-���#/�"��"!�9�%�%����%�#��8%����%��#�����0%�"���7�
�
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�
)7&� ��%� ���%��6% �� �#�%� #�� "�/��%1� � � ��%�  ����B%���� �#1%� �5� �� 0% 1� # � 
��"%!�
	�9��� %�=:6������%������B%�����5���%�/% ��%��5�����"0� �7����%�/"��%����%��"%6% ��
#����" %!��%����9�#/��"#%��&:6������%�%����5��6�9�#/��#��#�� �9�1#4#1%1�0!���%��.&.�
��������0#��"����17����%��#�%�#��%"5�#���--��D#6��%"!��B���-%1�>�#87�)?�� 1���%�5��6%��
-�0"#/�����%� # � ��%�9%��%� �/�� %��/"��%� ��� ��%� ���17� ���� ��%������B%���� "#%���-% �
8����� -�11�/:�� ��� 9%""� �� -"��� �5� "� 1� /� ��# # 8� ��%� ���1%� ��� "#��%1� ���1��:%�
�����8%��0%!� 1�9�#/��"#%����%�/����%��5���%��.&.7����%������B9%����#1%�#��0�� 1%1�
0!� 
��"%!� 	�9� �� %� ��� 9%""� ��� �� 5����%�� �6�""� "� %� 9�#/�� /� �# �%�� ��� ��%� �#4%��
��" %������%������B%�����9�#"%���-�0"#/�5���-����%D�% 1��9%��B%���������%� ������5���%�
�#�%7� � ��%� �#�%� "���%�"!� /�6-�#�%1� �� �/�55�"1# 8� ��--"!� !��1�� 9�#/�� ����  �9� 0%% �
/"%��%1�� 1���%�-��-��%1�1%4%"�-6% ��/� �#��%1��5���%�/� ����/�#� ��5�'�19%""# 8��
>�#87�&2?7�
�
)7)� ��%�5��6%��-�0"#/�����%�#�� ���"#��%1�� ���%����#� �"��%�#��8%��#���5���� 8"� 1�
>����?� 0��� #�� /� �#1%�%1� ����� #�� ���� ��%� -��% �#�"� ��� -��4#1%� ��6%� # 5��6��#� �
�%8��1# 8���%��#����!��5���/��0�#"1# 8�7�
�
�
#� 8������	�
=�
�
=7&� ��%� �#�%� 9��� ��03%/�� ��� �� 1%�:B0��%1� ���%��6% �� � 1� �#����#/� 0�#"1# 8�
�--��#��"� # � )*&=� >���6-�� � � 1� ��""# �� )*&=??� � 1�6�/�� # 5��6��#� � ���� 0%% �
�%-��1�/%1�5��6���������5��6���/�6-"%�%��%/��17����%�# 5��6��#� �5�� 1�# �������%-����
9������8���5��6���4��#%�!��5��4�#"�0"%�����/%��# ���1%�����6%%����%��03%/�#4%���5���%�
���%��6% �7�
�
Archaeological databases and historic/cartographic sources�
�
=7)� ��%��%��5��1��#�%��#����#/�� 4#�� 6% ���%/��1�>���?�9���/� ��"�%1�# �)*&=�
5���% ��#%��9#��# �� ��--��D#6��%�&:6���1#����5���%��#�%7�� ��#%��9#��# ��������1#�����%�
"#��%1� # � �--% 1#D� &� � 1� 9�%�%� �%"%4� �� ��� ��%� �#����#/� 0�#"1# 8� ��%� 1#�/���%1� # �
�%/�#� � .7� � �����%�� %4#1% /%� ��/�� ��� �#����#/� ��1 � /%� ���4%!� >��?� 6�-�� � 1�
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In September 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic 
building monitoring and recording at The Former Barley Mow 
Public House, Barley Mow Lane, Colney Heath, St Albans, 
Hertfordshire.  The work was commissioned in order to fulfil a 
condition of planning consent to demolish the building and 
develop the site.  An associated programme of below ground 
archaeological monitoring and recording will be the subject of a 
separate report by AS. 
The monitoring and recording expanded on a previous 
investigation at the site, and the appearance and proportions of 
the building as well as areas of original brickwork suggested the 
original building was consistent with a late 18th or early 19th 
century date. It was originally named Sion Cottage but by the 
late 19th century was the Barley Mow Public House. 
A fire in 1919 substantially damaged the building which was 
largely rebuilt in Fletton brick, though retaining some areas of 
original brickwork in the outer walls and the chimney stacks.  
Repeated modification throughout the second half of the 20th 
century saw the public house altered with mock timber framing 
and modern windows and doors, while extensions saw the 
removal of much of the external walling.  As it existed prior to 
demolition, there were no fixtures and fittings surviving and only 
traces of its former historic character survived.�
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DP 01 

East elevation of the building with single-storey 
extensions, taken from the south-east 
�
�
�

 DP 02 

Small toilet block present in 2013, taken from the 
north-west 

DP 03 

North elevation of the building, taken from the south 

 DP 04 

West elevation of the building, taken from the north-
west 

DP 05 

West elevation and south side of the building, taken 
from the south-west 

 DP 06 

View of the living room (GF03), taken from the north 



DP 07 

East end of the living room (GF03), taken from the 
west 

 DP 08 

View of the dining room (GF02), taken from the east 

DP 09 

View of the kitchen (GF05) with truncated chimney 
stack, taken from the north-east 

 DP 10 

View of the former ‘beer cellar’ (GF07), taken from 
the north 
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DP 11 

View of the office (GF04), taken from the north-west 

 DP 12 

View of the entrance lobby (GF08), taken from the 
north

DP 13 

View of the first floor bedroom (FF05) on the west 
side of the house, taken from the south 

 DP 14 

First floor hallway (FF01), taken from the south 
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DP 15 
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 DP 16 

East and north elevations of the building during 
works, taken from the north-east 

DP 17 

Pushed out narrow room (GF01) on the north side 
of the building, taken from the west 

 DP 18 

View of Room GF02 during works, taken from the 
north-east 

DP 19 

South side of Room GF03 showing large fireplace, 
taken from the north-east 

 DP 20 

Room GF02 with fireplace and pushed out window 
on the west, taken from the north-east 
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DP 21 

East end of Room GF03 showing fictive timber 
framing removed, taken from the south-west 

 DP 22 

Detail of the internal partition between Rooms GF03 
and GF04 showing Fletton brick, taken from the 
west 

DP 23 

Detail of the internal partition between Rooms GF03 
and GF02 showing Fletton brick, taken from the 
south

 DP 24 

Entrance vestibule GF08 showing position of 
staircase, taken from the south-west 

DP 25 

View of the staircase to first floor level, taken from 
the south 

 DP 26 

Room FF02 following removal of the window, taken 
from the north-west 
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DP 27 

Detail of the window aperture in Room FF02 
showing mostly Flettons in the surrounding 
brickwork, taken from the north-west 

 DP 28 

Room FF03, taken from the north-west 

DP 29 

Narrow softwood floorboards extending between 
Rooms FF03 and FF01, taken from the east 

 DP 30 

Room FF05 showing downstand for former partition 
and corner chimney stack, taken from the south 

DP 31 

South end of Room FF05, taken from the north 

 DP 32 

Room housed in the roof over the southern range 
(FF07), taken from the south 
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DP 33 

Mid-late 20th century window on the south side of 
Room FF07, taken from the north-west 

 DP 34 

Internal window on the north side of Room FF07, 
taken from the south-west 

DP 35 

Room SF01, taken from the west 

 DP 36 

Room SF02, taken from the west 

DP 37 

East end of Room SF02 showing Fletton brickwork 
in the gable, taken from the west 

 DP 38 

View of the south side of the building during the 
works, taken from the south 



�

DP 39 

Room GF07, taken from the north 

 DP 40 

Former fireplace on the west side of Room GF06, 
taken from the east 

DP 41 

Room GF05, taken from the south-east 

 DP 42 

View of Room GF05 with truncated chimney stack, 
taken from the north-east 

DP 43 

West side of the building during demolition, taken 
from the north-west 

 DP 44 

West side of the building during demolition showing 
Fletton brickwork, taken from the south 
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DP 45 

Demolition debris showing mix of Fletton bricks with 
some earlier brick, taken from the west 

 DP 46 

Example of an earlier brick with a diagonal skintle 

DP 47 

West side of the building during demolition showing 
high number of Fletton bricks, taken from the north 

 DP 48 

Northern half of the building showing blockwork and 
Fletton brickwork, taken from the west 

DP 49 

Eastern half of the building during demolition, taken 
from the west 

 DP 50 

Eastern side of the building during demolition 
showing mix of blockwork with some earlier 
brickwork to the chimney stack, taken from the 
north-west 
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DP 51 

Eastern side of the building during demolition 
showing mix of Fletton brickwork with occasional 
earlier bricks, taken from the south-west 

 DP 52 

East side of the building during demolition showing 
rear of chimney stack with some earlier brickwork, 
taken from the west 

DP 53 

Ceiling joist showing stamped timber mark in the 
end of the timber suggesting it was imported in the 
earlier 20th century 

�



A
rc

h
a
eo

lo
g
ic

a
l 

S
o
lu

ti
o
n

s 
L

td

S
ca

le
 1

:2
5

,0
0

0
 a

t
A

4

F
ig

. 
1
  
 S

it
e 

lo
ca

ti
o
n
 p

la
n

S
I
T

E

R
ep

ro
d

u
ce

d
  

fr
o

m
  

th
e 

 1
9

9
9

 O
rd

n
an

ce
S

u
rv

ey
  

 1
:2

5
0

0
0

  
 m

ap
  

 w
it

h
  

 t
h

e
p

er
m

is
si

o
n

 o
f 

H
er

 M
aj

es
ty

’s
 S

ta
ti

o
n

er
y

O
ff

ic
e.

C
ro

w
n

  
 c

o
p

y
ri

g
h

t
Ó

A
rc

h
ae

o
lo

g
ic

al
 S

o
lu

ti
o

n
s 

L
td

L
ic

en
ce

  
n

u
m

b
er

  
 1

0
0

0
3

6
6

8
0

N

S
T

A
L

B
A

N
S

H
A

T
F

I
E

L
D

F
o

rm
er

 B
ar

le
y

 M
o

w
P

H
, 

C
o

ln
ey

 H
ea

th
, 

H
er

ts
 (

P
5

2
0

1
)





Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Not to scale
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Fig. Tithe map, 18404
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Fig. OS map, 18795
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Fig. OS map, 18986
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Fig. The Barley Mow, 19047
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Fig. Singing for the pig competition, 19188
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Fig. The Barley Mow, 19189
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Fig. The Barley Mow, 191910
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Fig. OS map,11 1924
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Fig. OS map, 112 937
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