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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis�
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4��5�,��"��� Land South of Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, Norfolk 
In January 2018 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) carried out an archaeological trial 
trench evaluation on land south of Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, Norfolk (NGR TF 
79550 23050; Figs. 1 - 2).The evaluation was undertaken to provide for the initial 
requirements of planning conditions (Nos. 20 & 22) attached to planning  approval for a new  
residential  development of up to 16 dwellings (King’s Lynn Planning Ref. 16/01634/OM), 
based on the advice of Norfolk County Council Historic Environment Service (NCC HES).  
The site has been subject to a geophysical survey (APS 2015). This revealed anomalies 
relating to possible archaeological features including three walls (one probably of 20th

century date), a pond and possible ridge and furrow cultivation. The results were 
inconclusive with areas of modern rubble and dense vegetation hampering the survey.The 
features recorded during the evaluation correlate closely with anomalies recorded by the 
geophysical survey, with responses postulated as ridge and furrow cultivation revealed to 
be ditches. 

The evaluation recorded residual prehistoric flint and a tree hollow that contained a 
significant but isolated group of Roman pottery, including Samian ware from south Gaul and 
imported Gallo-Belgic fine ware indicative of a mid-late 1st century AD date. A kiln was 
recorded which contained a relatively rich sample of carbonised cereal grains, notably free-
threshing wheat, and which has been radiocarbon dated to the Roman period. The majority 
of the features recorded were ditches, and pits were also present.  The distribution of 
features was biased towards the western side of the site. The pottery indicates a medieval 
date (predominantly 11th-13th century), and it was derived from the nearby Grimston 
industry. The broad alignment of the ditches recorded appears consistent with the 
alignment of extant land divisions within the historic core of the village, to the west of the 
church. These enclosures may relate to the Abbey Farm, or possibly to the precinct of the 
former abbey. A fragment of carved masonry recorded in the topsoil likely formed part of a 
doorway in the former abbey, but may have been re-deposited as the village developed. 
Project dates (fieldwork)  
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work (Y/N/) TBC 
P. number  7366 Site code ENF142613 
Type of project Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation 
Site status - 
Current land use Agricultural  
Planned development Residential dwellings 
Main features (+dates) Tree Hollow (Roman), Ditches, Pits and Kiln  
Significant finds (+dates) Pottery (Roman and medieval) 
Project location
County/ District/ Parish Norfolk Kings Lynn  
HER for area Norfolk County Council Historic Environment Record 
Post code (if known) - 
Area of site 0.664ha 
NGR TF 79550 23050 
Height AOD (min/max) c.79m AOD 
Project creators
Brief issued by Norfolk County Council (NCC) Historic Environment Service 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by Derek Hales Ltd  
Full title Land South of Walcups Lane, Great Massingham, Norfolk.  An 

Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation 
Authors Thomas Muir 
Report no. 5507 
Date (of report) February 2018 
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In January 2018 Archaeological Solutions Limited (AS) carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land south of Walcups Lane, Great 
Massingham, Norfolk (NGR TF 79550 23050; Figs. 1 - 2).The evaluation 
was undertaken to provide for the initial requirements of planning conditions 
(Nos. 20 & 22) attached to planning  approval for a new  residential  
development of up to 16 dwellings (King’s Lynn Planning Ref. 
16/01634/OM), based on the advice of Norfolk County Council Historic 
Environment Service (NCC HES).   

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential within the area of the 
medieval Augustinian Priory of St Mary and St Nicholas (NHER 2319), 
though the full extent of the priory and attendant precinct are not known. 
Nearby Abbey House dates mainly to the 18th century but contains elements 
of the medieval priory fabric, along with some of the Abbey Farm buildings 
which may be parts of surviving priory buildings. The field to the west of the 
farm contained earthworks in the 1950s, but these have since been 
ploughed out.  The site thus has the potential to reveal buried evidence of 
the priory complex.   The site has been subject to a geophysical survey 
(APS 2015). This revealed anomalies relating to possible archaeological 
features including three walls (one probably of 20th century date), a pond 
and possible ridge and furrow cultivation. The results were inconclusive with 
areas of modern rubble and dense vegetation hampering the survey. The 
features recorded during the evaluation correlate closely with anomalies 
recorded by the geophysical survey, with responses postulated as ridge and 
furrow cultivation revealed to be ditches. 

The evaluation recorded residual prehistoric flint and a tree hollow that 
contained a significant but isolated group of Roman pottery, including 
Samian ware from south Gaul and imported Gallo-Belgic fine ware 
indicative of a mid-late 1st century AD date. A kiln was recorded which 
contained a relatively rich sample of carbonised cereal grains, notably free-
threshing wheat, and which has been dated as Roman. The majority of the 
features recorded were ditches, and pits were also present. The distribution 
of features was biased towards the western side of the site. The pottery 
indicates a medieval date (predominantly 11th-13th century), and it was 
derived from the nearby Grimston industry. The broad alignment of the 
ditches recorded appears consistent with the alignment of extant land 
divisions within the historic core of the village, to the west of the church. 
These enclosures may relate to the Abbey Farm, or possibly to the precinct 
of the former abbey. A fragment of carved masonry recorded in the topsoil 
likely formed part of a doorway in the former abbey, but may have been re-
deposited as the village developed. 
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1:)��� ��� �6�������"�  ��� �"�����!�"� �"� �,,����",�� ���� �"�������0�
Brief for a Programme of Archaeological Mitigatory Work (to commence 
with informative trial trenching) at land South of Walcups Lane, Great 
Massingham, Norfolk �>����� ��8�"�;� ������ )"�� 	,��8��� )(1%$;� �"�� ��
 �����"��,������7� �"6����.����"� ��#�,�7�,����"$�#��#�����8/��0� �������)"��
	,��8���)(1%$��"���##��6���8/�������0:�����6�������"�,�"7���������
���� ���������� �"�������� 7��� ��,������.����� ���7�$� Code of Conduct �"�
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation �)(12$;� �"��
���� ��,���"�� Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England�
����"�/�)((*$:�
�
1:*�  �� #������ �7� �6�������"�  ���� ��<������ E� �"� �"������ .��#�/��,���
���6�/����8��7���� ���8/����������",��".:����.��#�/��,������6�/�����8��"�
,�������������40�)(1'$�����1*9(&%$;��"���������#����#��6�����7��������������
���",���6�������"���<������"�:
�
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�
•� �� �������"�� ���� ��,����";� ����;� �F��"�;� ,����,���;� ,�"�����";�

��."�7�,�",�� �"�� <�����/� �7� �"/� ���6�6�".� �����"�� ���8��� ��� 8��
�������"���8/�����#��#�������6���#��"�:����� ����������#����"�����
�"������"��������6����7��"/�#��6��������",����"��"�����������"�������
�����,�����"� ������� ��� ����8��#����8����������.����������6���#��"��
#��#������ ��� �,,��������� �"/� ���6�6�".� ��,������.�,��� �����"��
 ����"�����������7�#��#���������6���#��"�@��"���������������������
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7�"��".�� �7� ���� #��5�,�� �"� ������ ��,��� �"�� ��.��"��� ,�"��F�;�  ����
��7���",����� ����������".���"���.��"���������,������� ��!���"��
�����.������6�"��8�,!.���"��������,�:��������

Planning policy�
�
1:'� ��������"���4��""�".�4���,/������ ��!� ��44��)(1)$� ������� �����
������#������7� �����������,��"6���"��"�� �������6����."�7�,�",��8�,������7�
������ �������,;� ��,������.�,��;� ��,����,������ ��� �������,� �"������� ���� ������.��
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�����#���,�����"����,����"�������,�",��"������������,��"6���"��"����,�."����
����� ������.�� ������� ���� �� "�"A��"� �8��� ������,�;� ��!�� �,,��"�� �7� ����
 ����� ��,���;� ,�������;� �,�"���,� �"�� �"6���"��"���� 8�"�7���� �7� ������.��
,�"���6����";� �"�� ��,�."���� ����� �"�����.�"��/� ��"�.��� ,��".�� ��/�
���������� 8�� "�,�����/� �7� ������.�� ������� ���� ��� 8�����"���"��� 7��� ����
��".�����:������44����<�������##��,����"��������,��8��������."�7�,�",���7�
�"/�������.�������;��",����".����������".��������/�8���77�,�����"�#��#�����"�
������������C����#����",���"������#���"�������#�,���7�����#��#����:���
�
1:3� ����44����������,�"���6���".��"�C��������.����������"�����""���
�##��#������ ��� ������ ��."�7�,�",�;�  ���� ��8���"����� ����� ��� ����."�����
������.�����������:�:��������8�����".�;��,����������"���"��$��"�/�#���������
�"� �F,�#���"��� ,��,�����",���  ��"� ���� #�8��,� 8�"�7��� �7� �� #��#�����
��� ��.�������,�"���6����"��7����������:������77�,���7�#��#�������"�"�"A
����."�����������.��������������8��8���",����.��"��������,�����7�������"��
��."�7�,�",�� �7� ���� �����;� 8��� "�"A����."����� ������.�� ������� �7�
����"����8�/� �<��6���"�� ��."�7�,�",�� ��/� 8�� ,�"�������� ��85�,�� ��� ����
����� #���,���� ��� ������ ����� ���� ����."����:� � ��� �44�� ������� �����
�##����"���������,�#������6���",��7���������������,��"6���"��"�;������,����
�"�� ��6�",�� ���� �"������"��".� �7� ������.�� ������� �"�� ��� ��!�� �����
#�8��,�/� �6����8��� ��� �� ��<������"�� �7� ��6���#��"�� ��"�.���"�:� � ����
�##����"��/��������8����!�"��"�����""���#��#�����"�������������."�7�,�",��
�7� �� ������.�� ������ �"�� ��� ��#�,�� �7� ���� #��#����;� #����,�����/�  ����� ��
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):1� ��� ����� ����� �"� ���� �������"� ����� �7� ?��,�#�� 
�"�� ��� ������
�����".���:��������7�������.��,����������"�;��F��"��".���������(:3'��:�����
�
):)� ��� ����� ,��#������ �#�"� 7����� �"�� #������� 8�������� 8/� ?��,�#��
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*:1� ���������"��".� ��"��,�#���"�������:� ��� �����������"�� ���� ����
��"�� ���#�� ����������"������� 8�7���� ����".� ����#�/� �#� ���H��"!�����:� ���
"������� ��5���  ����,������ ��� c.9!�� ��� ���� "����A�����  ����� ���� ��6���
?�"����7�� ��#����?������/"���:�
�
*:)� ��� ������ 8����,!� �7� ���� ��,��� ����� ��� ����"����� 8/� ���� 
� ���
�������� ����!� ��������";� 0��7���� ����!� ��������";� �� ��6�"� ����!�
��������"��"�����6�������!���������":����� ����6�����"�8/��������7� 7����/�
����"�".����.���/��,���,�����/������:��
�
�
�



.� �������	�
���	��������������	�����
�����

Prehistory

2:1� �����A����,��".� �"�� 7���� ��!�".� ��,�6����� �"� ����/� ��������,� �"��
��������,����H��"I���.��7��!��7������7�����c.3((��������������A �����7�����
�����������'*9&1$:��"����"��.���������7��.��"������������,���������8��".�
����".������A����,��".�c.*((����������������7����������������)9&31$:����
������#���������,�7�"���������,�����:�

Romano-British 

2:)� �����"� 7�"���  ����"� ���� 6����.�� ,�"�������� ��������� �#��� 7�"��:� ��
#����/��������,�##�������/���,����������,�������)9&31$��"���������8�F�����
��,������� ����.���"��"����� ������*)313$� ����8���� 7��"��c.*((�� ���
�����������7� �������������".������� ����,��".� �"� ���������:��"������������7�
�����A����,��".� ��� ���� ����� �7� ���� 6����.�� ��6������ ,��"�� �"�� �� �����/����
 ��.���������*339*$:�"�,�����#��F����/��������������"�����.�8���)"��,�"���/�
����������������,����������88�/�������"�/�1'(��������������A�����������
)9&3($:�
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Saxon

2:*� ����� ��� .������� �6���",�� 7��� 0�F�"� �,��6��/� ����;� �"�� ������  ���
,�����"�/� ����� 7���� �7� ��������"�� 8/� 1(33�  ��"� +������/� ��,������
������ �"�� 
������ �����".���� ��� 6��/� ���.�� �"� ��I��
�   :�#�"�������/:��.$:���,���7�������6���",��������������������"��"�����
�7� ��������:� 
����0�F�"�#�����/� ��� ��,������ �"� ����,���,�/���� ��� ���������
������)*2'$;� �����������,������ ��� ����"�����������1&2(9@�)11)1$:� �"�
,������ #��F����/� ��� ���� ����� �� ������� 0�F�"� ����#� 7����".� ��� ��,������ ���
�88�/� ����� ��� ���� ������ ������ )9&3($;� �"�� �� #�����/� �����;� ������� �7�

���� 0�F�"� ����� ��� #���"�����/� �����6��;� ��� ��,������  ����"� )(�� �7� ����
�������������"�8��"���/�������''993$:�

Medieval

2:2� +������/� ��,����� "�� #������ ��� ,���,�� 8��� �"� ��.����"��"� #����/�
 ��� 7��"���� �"� ���� 6����.�� 8�7���� 1)3(;� #���"�����/� ��� ����/� ��� ���� 11���
,�"���/� �   :.���������".���:"��D6����.�A������/$:� ��� #����/�  ���
����,��������0�����/��"��0����,�������"�� ���������6��� �"�1'*9:����� ���
 ����"�6��/�,�����#��F����/������������;�����7�������c.'(���������������7�����
�����8��"���/�������)*1&$:��"�����1&'(���F��"��6������� ��!���"�������
���"��".�����"�/� ����8���6����"���7�������5�,�"��������������;�8�����",��
���� 7����� ���� 8��"� #���.���� �"�� ���� ����� ��!�� "�� ��".��� 6���8��:� ���
�������,��"6���"��"����,�������!����������������7������88�/�����",����6��
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Description: Trench 1 contained Pits F1005, F1019 and F1023;  Ditches 
F1003, F1007, F1009, F1011, F1013, F1017, F1021 and F1025; 
Curvilinear Ditch F1015; and Tree Hollow F1037.  A second tree hollow 
was also present within the trench.  The majority of the features contained 
medieval pottery (predominantly 11th – 13th century).�
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Description: Trench 2 contained Pond F1041, Ditches F1035 and 
F1039; and Pits F1032, F1033 and F1043. A concrete wall foundation 
traversed the trench.  The majority of the features contained no finds.  
Ditch F1035 contained medieval (11th – 13th century) pottery.

The concrete wall foundation corresponds with an anomaly identified 
during the geophysical survey (Fig. 4), and also the backfilled pond at 
the eastern end of the trench was detected by the survey. 
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Description: Trench 3 contained Ditches F1075, F1077, F1085, F1087, 
F1089, F1091, F1093, F1095 and F1097.  A modern wall was also 
present within the trench.  The majority of the features contained no 
finds.  Ditch F1093 contained a sherd of medieval (11th – 13th century) 
pottery.
�
The wall foundation at the eastern end of the trench corresponds with 
an anomaly identified during the geophysical survey (Fig. 4), and Ditch 
F1091 corresponds with the possible ditch or furrow detected by the 
survey. �
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Description: Trench 4 contained Tree Hollow F1055; Pits F1047 and 
F1051; and Ditches F1045, F1049, F1053, F1057, F1059, F1061, 
F1063, F1065, F1067 and F1069.  It also contained a second tree 
hollow.  Pit F1047 contained a residual struck flint; Tree Hollow F1055 
contained a large assemblage of Roman pottery; Pit F1051 and Ditch 
F1063 contained medieval (11th – 13th century) pottery; and Ditch 
F1067 contained medieval (late 12th – late 14th century) CBM.
�
Several ditches were aligned E/W and correspond with the anomaly 
identified during the geophysical survey as a probable wall foundation, 
for example Ditch F1069.   
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Description: Trench 5 contained Kiln F1081, Pit F1073 and Ditches 
F1071 and F1079.  None of the features contained finds.  A C14 date 
is to be obtained for Kiln F1081.

Ditches F1071 and F1079 correspond with the anomaly identified 
during the geophysical survey as a probable wall foundation. 
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DP 1 

Moulded stone found within Topsoil 1000 with 
rebate (left) and concave chamfer (right) 

 DP 2 

Moulded stone found within Topsoil 1000 with 
rebate (left) and concave chamfer (right) 
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DP 3 

Moulded stone (side view) showing rebate 

 DP 4 

Moulded stone (bottom view) showing cross-section  
and tooling marks 
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the 9 Ordnance200
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
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