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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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-��.�*�� ���� Land South of 70 The Butts, Soham, Cambridgeshire  

In November 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an archaeological evaluation on land south 
of 70 The Butts, Soham, Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5971 7224; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was 
undertaken in compliance with the initial requirements of a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for proposed construction of a detached residential dwelling, garaging, parking, access and 
associated works (East Cambs Council Ref. 17/01023/FUL), based on the  advice of Cambridgeshire 
County Council Historic Environment Team.   

The trial trench evaluation recorded low quantities of prehistoric artefacts of likely Mesolithic date, 
comprising flint blades, animal bone including deer, and burnt flint potentially used as pot boilers.  These 
artefacts were recovered from ditches and pits, predominantly in Trench 2 towards the front of the site, 
but it is unclear if these features are of prehistoric origin, and it is unlikely they are Mesolithic in date.  
However, this low quantity of finds provides further evidence for Mesolithic activity on the margins of the 
fen island.

The results do not correlate closely with other archaeological remains in the vicinity, though it is clear 
enclosures were established from the Bronze Age onwards on surrounding land at Soham.  
Investigations to the north of The Butts recorded sparse Bronze Age activity and flint work (CHER 
MCB17961), while along Fordham Road investigations have revealed extensive evidence of prehistoric, 
Roman and medieval settlement/occupation and further significant Saxon inhumation burials (CHER 
ECB4586, ECB455, ECB3613 & ECB4556).  An extensive Anglo-Saxon cemetery lies to the north east 
(CHER 07027) and its southern extent is unknown, but no evidence that could be related to this or other 
enclosure systems in the local area was recorded during the evaluation. 

-��.�*���������2��������"� November 2017 
-��0�����������:;#;<"� N Future work  TBC 
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In November 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out  an 
archaeological evaluation on land south of 70 The Butts, Soham, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5971 7224; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was 
undertaken in compliance with the initial requirements of a planning condition 
attached to planning approval for proposed construction of a detached 
residential dwelling, garaging, parking, access and associated works (East 
Cambs Council Ref. 17/01023/FUL), based on the  advice of Cambridgeshire 
County Council Historic Environment Team.

The site is located within an area of archaeological potential with nearby 
archaeological remains recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment 
Record (CHER).  An extensive Anglo-Saxon cemetery lies to the north east 
(CHER 07027) and its southern extent is unknown. Elsewhere along Fordham 
Road, investigations have revealed extensive evidence of prehistoric, Roman 
and medieval settlement/occupation and further significant Saxon inhumation 
burials (CHER ECB4586, ECB455, ECB3613 & ECB4556).  Prehistoric  
occupation has also been recorded to the north of The Butts (CHER 
MCB17961).
�
The trial trench evaluation recorded low quantities of prehistoric artefacts of 
likely Mesolithic date, comprising flint blades, animal bone including deer, and 
burnt flint potentially used as pot boilers.  These artefacts were recovered 
from ditches and pits, predominantly in Trench 2 towards the front of the site, 
but it is unclear if these features are of prehistoric origin, and it is unlikely they 
are Mesolithic in date.  However, this low quantity of finds provides further 
evidence for Mesolithic activity on the margins of the fen island.

The results do not correlate closely with other archaeological remains in the 
vicinity, though it is clear enclosures were established from the Bronze Age 
onwards on surrounding land at Soham.  Investigations to the north of The 
Butts recorded sparse Bronze Age activity and flint work (CHER MCB17961), 
while along Fordham Road investigations have revealed extensive evidence 
of prehistoric, Roman and medieval settlement/occupation and further 
significant Saxon inhumation burials (CHER ECB4586, ECB455, ECB3613 & 
ECB4556).  An extensive Anglo-Saxon cemetery lies to the north east (CHER 
07027) and its southern extent is unknown, but no evidence that could be 
related to this or other enclosure systems in the local area was recorded 
during the evaluation. 
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Description: Trench 1 contained undated Pit F1004.  
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Description: Trench 2 contained Gully F1010; Ditches F1006, F1008, F1018, 
F1024, and F1030; Post Holes F1012 and F1022; and Pits F1014, F1016, 
F1020, F1026, F1028, F1032 and F1034. 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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