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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project details
Project name Rye Street/Farnham Road, Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire 
In March 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a programme of archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on land at Rye Street/Farnham Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2HE (NGR TL 4923 
2289; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was required in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for the construction of 30 residential dwellings, a new access and landscaping (EHDC Planning 
Approval Ref. 3/16/0452/FUL).  It was carried out based on the advice of the Hertfordshire County Council 
Historic Environment Team (HCC HEAT).  

The site was subject to a geophysical survey (Diggons, Summers, Bescoby & Cussans 2018).  The 
gradiometer survey identified a number of anomalies (1 - 4), all of which are likely to be modern in origin.  A 
large area of magnetic interference (5) may have obscured weaker anomalies of archaeological origin in the 
northern and eastern areas of the survey. 

The archaeological features recorded during the trial trenching were present in the northern sector of the site.  
They were most dense in Trenches 3 (7 features) and 4 (4 features).  Some of the features were possibly 
natural.  The features largely comprised ditches, and some pits were also present. One ditch may correlate 
with a boundary on the Tithe map of 1839, with other potentially parallel or perpendicular land divisions in the 
northern half of the site possibly also related to the late post-medieval agricultural landscape, which was 
transformed by the expansion of fields in the 19th century. 

Finds were sparse and the dated finds comprised post-medieval (18th – 19th century) CBM from Ditches 
F1029 (Trench 2) and F1006 (Trench 4) 

Project dates (fieldwork) 6 – 12 March 2018  
Previous work (Y/N/?) Y Future work  TBC 
P. number 7293 Site code AS 1936 
Type of project Archaeological trial trench evaluation 
Site status -�
Current land use Rough pasture�
Planned development Residential development 
Main features (+dates) Ditches, pits 
Significant finds (+dates)� None 
Project location 
County/ District/ Parish Hertfordshire East Herts Bishop's Stortford 
HER for area Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER; enquiry No. 332/17) 
Post code (if known) CM23 2HE 
Area of site c. 1.45 ha. 
NGR TL 4923 2289 
Height AOD (max/ min) c.70m AOD 
Project creators 
Brief issued by Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by Bellis Homes Limited 
Full title� Rye Street/Farnham Road, Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire.  

Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation 
Authors Muir, T & Higgs, K. 
Report no. 5550
Date (of report) February 2018 
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In March 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a programme of 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at Rye Street/Farnham Road, 
Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2HE (NGR TL 4923 2289; Figs. 1 - 2).  
The evaluation was required in compliance with a planning condition attached 
to planning approval for the construction of 30 residential dwellings, a new 
access and landscaping (EHDC Planning Approval Ref. 3/16/0452/FUL).  It 
was carried out based on the advice of  the Hertfordshire County Council 
Historic Environment Team (HCC HEAT).  

The site is located primarily within a post-medieval landscape focussed on 
mineral extraction for brickfields, gravel and chalk, with several farmsteads 
also in close vicinity.  Significant Roman activity is located to the south around 
the former major route of Stane Street but is somewhat detached from the 
site.

The site was subject to a geophysical survey (Diggons, Summers, Bescoby & 
Cussans 2018).  The gradiometer survey identified a number of anomalies (1 - 
4), all of which are likely to be modern in origin.  A large area of magnetic 
interference (5) may have obscured weaker anomalies of archaeological 
origin in the northern and eastern areas of the survey. 

The archaeological features recorded during the trial trenching were present 
in the northern sector of the site.  They were most dense in Trenches 3 (7 
features) and 4 (4 features).  Some of the features were possibly natural.  The 
features largely comprised ditches, and some pits were also present. One 
ditch may correlate with a boundary on the Tithe map of 1839, with other 
potentially parallel or perpendicular land divisions in the northern half of the 
site possibly also related to the late post-medieval agricultural landscape, 
which was transformed by the expansion of fields in the 19th century. 

Finds were sparse and the dated finds comprised post-medieval (18th – 19th

century) CBM from Ditches F1029 (Trench 2) and F1006 (Trench 4) 
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Description: Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.�
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Description: Trench 2 contained Pit F1026 and undated Ditch F1029.  F1026 
contained post-medieval (18th – 19th century) CBM. 
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Description: Trench 3 contained Pits F1008, F1012, F1014 and F1018; and 
Ditches F1010 and F1016.  None contained finds, and F1016 was possibly a 
natural feature. 
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Description: Trench 4 contained Ditches F1006, F1020 and F1022, and Pit 
F1024.  The latter contained burnt flint, and Ditch F1006 contained post-
medieval (18th – 19th century) CBM. 
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Description: Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 6 contained Ditches F1031 and F1033.  Neither feature 
contained finds, and both were possibly natural features. 
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Description: Trench 7 contained Pit F1035 and Ditch F1037.  Neither 
contained finds. 
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Description: Trench 8 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 9 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 10 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Description: Trench 11 contained no archaeological features or finds. 
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Rye Street/Farnham Road, Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire 

County:  Hertfordshire District: East Herts 
Village/Town: Parish: Bishop’s Stortford 
Planning application 
reference:

EHDC Planning Ref. 3/16/0452/FUL 

Client name/address Bellis Homes Ltd 
Nature of application: Residential 
Present land use: Agricultural

Size of application 
area: 1.45ha

Size of area investigated c.630m2 

NGR (8 figures): TL 4923 2289 
Site Code: AS 1936 
Site
director/Organisation:

Archaeological Solutions Ltd 

Type of work: Archaeological trial trench evaluation 
Date of work: 6 – 12 March 2018
Location of Curating 
museum:

Bishop’s Stortford 

Related SMR Nos: Periods represented: Modern 
Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  -

None 

Summary of fieldwork 
results:

In March 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at Rye 
Street/Farnham Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2HE 
(NGR TL 4923 2289; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was required in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning approval 
for the construction of 30 residential dwellings, a new access and 
landscaping (EHDC Planning Approval Ref. 3/16/0452/FUL).  It was 
also carried out based on the advice of the Hertfordshire County 
Council Historic Environment Team (HCC HEAT).  

The archaeological features recorded during the trial trenching were 
present in the northern sector of the site.  They were most dense in 
Trenches 3 (7 features) and 4 (4 features).  Some of the features 
were possibly natural.  The features largely comprised ditches, and 
some pits were also present. One ditch may correlate with a 
boundary on the Tithe map of 1839, with other potentially parallel or 
perpendicular land divisions in the northern half of the site possibly 
also related to the late post-medieval agricultural landscape, which 
was transformed by the expansion of fields in the 19th century. 

Finds were sparse and the dated finds comprised post-medieval (18th

– 19th century) CBM from Ditches F1029 (Trench 2) and F1006 
(Trench 4) 

Author of summary:
Muir, T.

Date of Summary: 
March 2018 
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the Ordnance2011
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number   100036680

Rye Street, Bishops Stortford, Herts (P6418)
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