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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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"��=�3����!�� Lower Farm, Bury Green, Little Hadham, Ware, Hertfordshire.  

Historic Building Recording and Archaeological Monitoring & 
Recording

Summary: 
In October and November 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic building recording 
and archaeological monitoring and recording at Lower Farm, Bury Green, Little Hadham, 
Ware, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 4522 2096; Figs.1 - 2).  The project was completed as part of 
a planning condition to convert and extend the outbuilding (Store D) to form a garage.   
The building recording found an interesting and relatively complex structure of three general 
phases forming the south-east side of a substantially historic farm complex set around a 
triangular farm yard.  It consists of a narrow timber-framed range with a shallow pitched roof 
that in its original form accommodated a number of open-fronted bays, perhaps cart sheds 
and animal shelters.  These were infilled for probable stable provision and retain interesting 
and important battened ventilation apertures along with horizontal boarding. 
There is an intriguing discrepancy between the general construction on the north-east and 
south-east.  The north-west side bears affinities with an 18th century date, while the south-
east is consistent with an 18th century or early 19th century date, and it is possible that 
elements of an earlier building were incorporated into a new structure or that the change in 
form was a result of a change in design at the planning stage.  The roof of the structure was 
replaced in the earlier 20th century and the south-west end was rebuilt. 
The groundworks recorded archaeological layers associated with the building, most notable 
being a compacted chalk floor surface that appears to extend for much of the building.
;#%<�/)�2-)�+�.:"��2?%#03� 4th, 6th, and 18th October 2017, 20th November 2017�
;#��"%!+�?%#0�.����B3� N� �!)!#��?%#0�� C�
;&��!@=�#�� 7300 �")��/%2�� AS1910
�$9��%:�9#%<�/)� Historic building recording and archaeological monitoring and 

recording
�")��+)-)!+� Grade II curtilage listed building 
�!##��)��-�2�!+�� Outbuilding, currently used for storage 
;�-���2�2����%9@��)� Extend and convert the building to a garage�

-"��:�-)!#�+�.D2-)�+3� 18th and 19th century�
�"1�":"/-�)� :"�2+�
.D2-)�+3�

C�

"��=�3����3������
�%!�)$���"+)#"/)��;-#"+*� Hertfordshire East Herts Little Hadham  
������
��:%#�-#�-� Hertfordshire HER (HHER) 
;%+)�/%2��.":�0�%?�3� SG11 2EY 
	#�-�%:�+")�� c.130m2

���� TL 4522 2096 
��"1*)�	���.@"��@-E3� 70-80m AOD 
"��=�3��3��������
�#"�:�"++!�2�=$� Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
;#%<�/)�+!9�#�"+%#�+�.;�3� �-�+$��%��"�+�
�!�2�2�=$� Mr & Mrs Lipscombe 
�!���)")��� Lower Farm, Bury Green, Little Hadham, Ware, Hertfordshire.  

Historic Building Recording and Archaeological Monitoring & 
Recording

	!)*%#+� Collins, T. and Wilson, L. 
��9%#)��%&� 5534
�-)��.%:�#�9%#)3� February 2018 
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SUMMARY 

In October and November 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic building 
recording and archaeological monitoring and recording at Lower Farm, Bury Green, 
Little Hadham, Ware, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 4522 2096; Figs.1 - 2).  The project 
was completed as part of a planning condition to convert and extend the outbuilding 
(Store D) to form a garage.   

The building recording found an interesting and relatively complex structure of three 
general phases forming the south-east side of a substantially historic farm complex 
set around a triangular farm yard.  It consists of a narrow timber-framed range with a 
shallow pitched roof that in its original form accommodated a number of open-fronted 
bays, perhaps cart sheds and animal shelters.  These were infilled for probable 
stable provision and retain interesting and important battened ventilation apertures 
along with horizontal boarding. 

There is an intriguing discrepancy between the general construction on the north-
east and south-east.  The north-west side bears affinities with an 18th century date, 
while the south-east is consistent with an 18th century or early 19th century date, 
and it is possible that elements of an earlier building were incorporated into a new 
structure or that the change in form was a result of a change in design at the 
planning stage.  The roof of the structure was replaced in the earlier 20th century 
and the south-west end was rebuilt. 

The groundworks recorded archaeological layers associated with the building, most 
notable being a compacted chalk floor surface that appears to extend for much of the 
building.
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Sample section 1 DP133 
0.00 = 75.11m AOD�
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0.00 = 75.55m AOD�
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Sample section 3 DP136 
0.00 = 75.55m AOD�
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Sample section 4 DP140 
0.00 = 75.60m AOD�
'&''�U�'&5(@� ��'''� �%9+%"�&� 
"2� =#%?�� /�-$�$� +"�)� ?")*� %//-+"%�-�� #%!�2�2�

-�2� +!=-�1!�-#� 9�==��+&� � �//-+"%�-�� #�2� =#"/0�
:#-1@��)+&�

'&5(�U�'&6>@� ��''�� �-)!#-��2�9%+")&��"1*)�$���%?�1#�$�:"#@�/�-$�?")*�:#� !��)�
/*-�0�:��/0+�-�2�:#-1@��)+&�

�
Sample section 5 DP145 
0.00 = 75.75m AOD�
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Sample section 6 – wall of outbuilding DP148 
0.00 = 75.36m AOD�
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Description: Topsoil was found to immediately overlie the clay natural outside the 
building which contained occasional fragments of brick (no complete dimensions) 
and Victorian ceramic drain pipes.  Floor surfaces were encountered during 
excavation of foundation trenches and floor level reduction. 
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In October and November 2017 AS carried out an a programme of 
historic building recording and archaeological monitoring and 
recording at Lower Farm, Bury Green, Little Hadham, Ware, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 4522 2096; Figs.1 - 2).  The project was 
completed as part of a planning condition to convert and extend the 
outbuilding (Store D) to form a garage.   
The building recording found an interesting and relatively complex 
structure of three general phases forming the south-east side of a 
substantially historic farm complex set around a triangular farm 
yard.  It consists of a narrow timber-framed range with a shallow 
pitched roof that in its original form accommodated a number of 
open-fronted bays, perhaps cart sheds and animal shelters.  These 
were infilled for probable stable provision and retain interesting and 
important battened ventilation apertures along with horizontal 
boarding. 
There is an intriguing discrepancy between the general construction 
on the north-east and south-east.  The north-west side bears 
affinities with an 18th century date, while the south-east is 
consistent with an 18th century or early 19th century date, and it is 
possible that elements of an earlier building were incorporated into 
a new structure or that the change in form was a result of a change 
in design at the planning stage.  The roof of the structure was 
replaced in the earlier 20th century and the south-west end was 
rebuilt.
The groundworks recorded archaeological layers associated with 
the building, most notable being a compacted chalk floor surface 
that appears to extend for much of the building. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX – HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING AND MONITORING 

DP 1 

South-east elevation showing primary-braced 
framing (Unit 5) after removal of weatherboarding 
and open-fronted unit beyond (Unit 2), taken from 
the south 

 DP 2 

North-west elevation showing open-fronted section 
(Unit 2) and enclosed units beyond (Units 3-5), 
taken from the north 

DP 3 

North-west elevation showing open-fronted section 
(Unit 2), taken from the west 

 DP 4 

North-west elevation showing boarded doors with 
adjacent ventilation apertures (Units 3 and 4), taken 
from the north-west 

DP 5 

North-west elevation showing boarded doors with 
adjacent ventilation apertures (Units 5 and 6), taken 
from the north-west 

 DP 6 

North-west and south-west elevations, taken from 
the west 



DP 7 

Former farm yard on the north-west side of the 
building with the Grade II listed stables to the rear, 
taken from the south-west 

 DP 8 

North-east elevation of the building (Unit 1), taken 
from the north-east 

DP 9 

South-east elevation of the building showing 
undulating roofline, taken from the east 

 DP 10 

Door fastener marking the position of a former 
doorway on the south-east side of Unit 2, taken 
from the north-east 

DP 11 

South-east elevation showing mix of 
weatherboarding and exposed timber-framing, 
taken from the north-east 

 DP 12 

South-east elevation (Unit 5), taken from the south-
east



DP 13 
Detail of the timber-frame on the south-east side of 
Unit 5 showing chiselled assembly marks, taken 
from the south-east 

 DP 14 
Detail of the modern projection on the south-east 
side of Unit 6, taken from the east 

DP 15 
North-west elevation (Units 3 and 4) showing wide 
horizontal boarding with ventilation apertures, taken 
from the south-west 

 DP 16 
North-west elevation (Unit 3) showing boarded door 
with later hinges, taken from the south-west 
�

DP 17 
North-west elevation (Unit 3) showing ventilation 
aperture, taken from the north-west 

 DP 18 
North-west elevation (Unit 4) showing doorway with 
adjoining ventilation aperture and wide boarding, 
taken from the west 



DP 19 
North-west elevation (Unit 4) showing boarded door 
re-hung on the opposite side, taken from the north-
west 

 DP 20 
Detail of the door on the north-west elevation (Unit 
4) showing original pintle and impression of strap 
hinge, taken from the north-west 

DP 21 
Detail of the doorway on the north-west elevation 
(Unit 4) showing metal hasp and loop, taken from 
the north-west 

 DP 22 
Detail of the doorway on the north-west elevation 
(Unit 4) showing later iron hinge, taken from the 
north-west 

DP 23 
North-west elevation of Units 4 and 5 showing fairly 
modern door set in the historic elevation, taken from 
the south-west 

 DP 24 
North-west elevation of Unit 5 showing repaired and 
altered early boarded door, taken from the north 



DP 25 

Detail of the door on the north-west elevation of 
Unit 5 showing strap hinge hung on a pintle with 
impression below for lost example, taken from the 
north-west 

 DP 26 

Detail of the doorway on the north-west elevation of 
Unit 5 showing pair of early fasteners for the 
formerly split door, taken from the north-west 

DP 27 

South-west elevation of the building, taken from the 
south-west 

 DP 28 

South-east elevation of the building, taken from the 
south

DP 29 
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 DP 30 

North-west elevation of Unit 1 showing ventilation 
aperture and low-set enclosed aperture, taken from 
the south-west 



DP 31 

Detail of the north-west elevation of Unit 1 showing 
low-set enclosed aperture above the sole-plate, 
taken from the south-west 

 DP 32 

Rear face of the historic boarded and ledged door 
to Unit 1, taken from the south-west 

DP 33 

Interior of Unit 1 all lined out in modern boarding 
with a waney tie-beam above, taken from the south-
west 

 DP 34 

Crude 20th century window on the north-east side of 
Unit 1, taken from the south-west 

DP 35 

South-west side of Unit 1 showing tie-beam with 
early boarding above, taken from the north 

 DP 36 

South-east end of the tie-beam dividing Unit 1 
which is strapped to the wall-plate where a scarf 
joint is also present, taken from the west 



DP 37 

North-west roof pitch of Unit 1, taken from the 
south-east 

 DP 38 

Ventilation aperture on the north-west side of Unit 
1, taken from the south-east 

DP 39 

Horizontally boarded partition between Units 2 and 
1, taken from the south-west 

 DP 40 

Outer face of the historic boarded door (Unit 1) with 
early hinges and timber latch, taken from the south-
west 

DP 41 

Detail of the boarded door (Unit 1) with early timber 
latch, taken from the west 

 DP 42 

Detail of the boarded door (Unit 1) with early strap 
hinge, taken from the south-west 



DP 43 

Open-fronted bays to the north-west of Unit 2, taken 
from the north-east 

 DP 44 

Roof structure over Unit 2 showing replaced upper 
structure, taken from the north-east 

DP 45 

Detail of the south-east end of the northern truss of 
Unit 2 showing pegged inner brace, taken from the 
north-east 

 DP 46 

Detail of the roof structure over Unit 2 showing 
collar notched and nailed to the rafter and clasping 
a slender purlin, taken from the north-east 

DP 47 

Face-halved and bladed scarf joint with double 
edge pegs in the south-east wall-plate (Unit 2), 
taken from the south-east 

 DP 48 

A failing face-halved and bladed scarf joint in the 
south-east wall-plate (Unit 2), taken from the south-
east



DP 49 

Open-fronted bays to the south-east of Unit 2 which 
were formerly infilled with studwork, taken from the 
north

 DP 50 

Open-fronted bays in Unit 2, taken from the south-
west 

DP 51 

Detail of the north-west end of the northern truss 
(Unit 2) showing pegged inner brace and heavy iron 
strap, taken from the south-east 

 DP 52 

Reused medieval timber forming the north-west bay 
post of the southern truss (Unit 2), taken from the 
north-east 

DP 53 

Detail of the reused medieval timber forming the 
north-west bay post of the southern truss (Unit 2) 
showing mortice for a tension brace and wattle 
notch, taken from the east 

 DP 54 

Setting out lines on the north-west bay post of the 
northern truss (Unit 2), taken from the north-west 



DP 55 

South-west end of Unit 2 showing vertical boarding 
to the adjoining unit, taken from the north-east 

 DP 56 

Detail of the vertical boarding at the south-west end 
of Unit 2 showing an impression for a lost hinge, 
taken from the north-east 

DP 57 

South-east wall of Unit 3 showing primary-braced 
framing, taken from the north-west 

 DP 58 

Roof truss at the bay division between Units 3 and 
2, taken from the south-west 

DP 59 

South-east wall of Unit 3 showing decayed sole-
plate, taken from the north-west 

 DP 60 

North-west wall of Unit 3 showing primary-braced 
framing with ledged and braced door and flanking 
ventilation apertures, taken from the south-east 



DP 61 

South-west wall of Unit 2 showing robust horizontal 
boarding to the adjoining unit, taken from the north-
east

 DP 62 

South-west wall of Unit 2 showing robust horizontal 
boarding to the adjoining unit, taken from the north-
east

DP 63 

Detail of the north-west end of the truss between 
Units 3 and 2 showing mortices for the pegged 
inner brace and assembly mark (indicated), taken 
from the south-east 

 DP 64 

Partition between Units 3 and 2 showing accretive 
nature of the partition, taken from the south-west 

DP 65 

Detail of the ventilation aperture on the north-west 
side of Unit 3, taken from the east 

 DP 66 

South-east side of Unit 4 showing regular primary-
braced studwork, taken from the north-west 



DP 67 

South-east side of Unit 4 showing roof pitch 
including a mix of reused and later rafters, taken 
from the north-west  

 DP 68 

Scarf joint in the south-east wall-plate of Unit 4, 
taken from the north-west 

DP 69 

South-west wall of Unit 4 showing robust vertical 
boarding to the adjoining unit, taken from the north 

 DP 70 

North-west side of Unit 4 showing lateral braces 
with infill studwork and door and ventilation 
aperture, taken from the south-east 

DP 71 

North-east side of Unit 4 showing studwork with 
horizontal boarding to the rear, taken from the south 

 DP 72 

Detail of the north-west wall of Unit 4 showing 
pegged lateral brace, taken from the south-east 



DP 73 

Scarf joint in the north-west wall-plate of Unit 4, 
taken from the east 

 DP 74 

North-west corner of Unit 4 showing lateral brace 
and inner brace to the truss with assembly marks 
(indicated), taken from the south 

DP 75 

Detail of the north-west corner of Unit 4 showing 
assembly marks, taken from the south 

 DP 76 

North-east corner of Unit 4 showing inner brace to 
the truss and adjoining primary-brace, taken from 
the south-west 

DP 77 

North-east corner of Unit 4 showing pegged inner 
brace with assembly marks, taken from the south 

 DP 78 

Interior of Unit 5, taken from the south-west 



DP 79 

Interior of Unit 5 showing primary-braced framing 
on the right with the external weatherboarding 
removed, taken from the south-west 

 DP 80 

North-east end of Unit 5 showing truss with robust 
vertical boarding to the rear, taken from the south-
west 

DP 81 

North-west wall of Unit 5 (north-east bay), taken 
from the south-east 

 DP 82 

North-west wall of Unit 5, taken from the east 

DP 83 

Scarf joint in the north-west wall-plate of Unit 5 
(north-east bay), taken from the north-east 

 DP 84 

North-west corner of Unit 5 (north-east bay) 
showing inner brace to the truss and adjoining 
primary-brace, taken from the south 



DP 85 

North-west corner of Unit 5 (north-east bay) 
showing inner brace and post with assembly marks, 
taken from the south 

 DP 86 

North-east corner of Unit 5 (north-east bay) 
showing inner brace and post with assembly marks, 
taken from the south-west 

DP 87 

North-east corner of Unit 5 (north-east bay) 
showing inner brace pegged at the head, taken 
from the south-west 

 DP 88 

North-east corner of Unit 5 (north-east bay) 
showing inner brace nailed at the base to the post, 
taken from the south-west 

DP 89 

South-east wall of Unit 5 (north-east bay), taken 
from the north-west 

 DP 90 

South-east wall of Unit 5, taken from the north 



DP 91 

South-east wall of Unit 5 (central bay), taken from 
the north-west 

 DP 92 

South-east end of the truss between the north-east 
and central bay (Unit 5) showing pegged inner 
brace and post with assembly marks, taken from 
the north 

DP 93 

South-east end of the truss between the central and 
south-west bay (Unit 5) showing pegged inner 
brace and post with assembly marks, taken from 
the north 

�

 DP 94 

South-east corner of Unit 5 (central bay) showing 
inner brace to the truss and adjoining primary-
brace, taken from the north 

DP 95 

South-west bay of Unit 5, taken from the north 

 DP 96 

Primary-braced studwork at the south-west end of 
Unit 5, taken from the north 



DP 97 

North-west wall of Unit 5, taken from the south 

 DP 98 

North-west wall of Unit 5 (south-west bay), taken 
from the south-east 

DP 99 

Roof structure over Unit 5, taken from the south-
west 

 DP 100 

South-west bay post of the central bay (Unit 5) with 
varying timber-framing to either side, taken from the 
south

DP 101 

South-west bay post of the central bay (Unit 5) with 
no assembly marking, taken from the north-east 

 DP 102 

Scarf joint in the north-west wall-plate of Unit 5 
(central bay), taken from the south-east 



DP 103 

Interior of Unit 6 showing pushed out short 
extension with wall-plate above, taken from the 
north-west 

 DP 104 

Wall-plate on the south-east side of Unit 6 showing 
numerous mortices, taken from the north-west 

DP 105 

Interior of Unit 6 showing modern south-west wall 
and double-doors to the rear, taken from the south-
east

 DP 106 

Roof structure over Unit 6, taken from the south-
west 
�

DP 107 

Brick paved floor in Unit 6, taken from the north-
west 

 DP 108 

Interior of Unit 5 following the removal of the north-
east partition and external studwork on the right, 
taken from the south-west 



DP 109 

Exterior of the building during the planned works 
following the removal of the south-east push-out 
and external timber-framing, taken from the south 

 DP 110 

South-east side of the building during the planned 
works after the removal of external timber-framing, 
taken from the south 

DP 111 

Primary-braced studwork at the south-west end of 
Unit 5 during the planned works, taken from the 
north-east 

 DP 112 

Interior of Units 5 and 4 following the removal of the 
dividing partition and lowering of the floor, taken 
from the south 
�

DP 113 

Interior of Units 5 and 4 following the removal of the 
dividing partition and lowering of the floor, taken 
from the south-west 

 DP 114 

Interior of Unit 5 following the removal of the 
external timber-framing and lowering of the floor, 
taken from the north 



DP 115 

South-east wall of Unit 5 (central bay) after the 
removal of the external framing and lowering of the 
floor, taken from the north-west 

 DP 116 

North-west wall of Unit 5 (central bay) after the 
lowering of the floor level, taken from the south-east 

DP 117 

South-west bay post of the central bay (Unit 5) after 
the lowering of the floor level, taken from the south 

 DP 118 

Detail of the south-west bay post of the central bay 
(Unit 5) showing worn empty mortice for an inner 
brace, taken from the south 
�

DP 119 

South-west bay post of the central bay (Unit 5) 
showing tie-beam with half dovetail joint tenon, 
taken from the south-east 

 DP 120 

North-west wall of Unit 5 (north-east bay) following 
the lowering of the floor, taken from the south-east 



DP 121 

South-west corner of the north bay (Unit 5), taken 
from the north-east 

 DP 122 

North-west side of Unit 5 (bay division between the 
centre and north bay) after the lowering of the floor, 
taken from the south-east 

DP 123 

North-west wall of Unit 4 following the removal of 
the partition on the left, taken from the south-east 

 DP 124 

South-east side of Unit 5 (bay division between the 
centre and north bay) after the lowering of the floor 
showing the dwarf wall and fragment of sole-plate 
remaining, taken from the north-west 
�
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DP 125 

South-east side of Unit 5 (bay division between the 
centre and north bay) after the lowering of the floor 
showing the fragment of sole-plate with simple scarf 
joint, taken from the north-west 

 DP 126 

Reused timber on the north-west wall of Unit 4 with 
redundant mortice showing it to be a former wall-
plate, taken from the south 

DP 127 

Interior of Unit 4, taken from the south-west  

 DP 128 

South-east side of Unit 6 following the removal of 
the modern push out, taken from the east 
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DP 129 

View of the south-east area following the removal of 
topsoil, looking north 

 DP 130 

View of the area following the ground reduction, 
looking north 

DP 131 

Working shot during the excavation of foundation 
trench, looking north 

 DP 132 

Working shot during the excavation of foundation 
trench, looking south-west 
�

DP 133 

Sample section 1, looking north-west 

 DP 134 

View of the foundation trench excavated within the 
building, looking north  



DP 135 
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 DP 136 
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DP 137 

Excavation of service routes on the south-east side 
of the building, looking north-east 

 DP 138 

Excavation of service routes on the south-east side 
of the building, looking north-west 
�

DP 139 

Excavation of service routes on the south-east side 
of the building, looking south-west 

 DP 140 

Sample section 4, looking south-west�



DP 141 

Excavation of the soakaway, looking south-east 

 DP 142 

Soakaway, looking north-east 

DP 143 

Ground reduction within the south-west end of the 
building showing compacted chalk floor, looking 
south-west 

 DP 144 

Ground reduction within the south-west end of the 
building showing compacted chalk floor, looking 
north-east 
�
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DP 145 
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 DP 146 

Underpinning trench at the northeast end of the 
building, looking north 

DP 147 

Investigation trench at the south-west end of the 
building, looking south-west 

 DP 148 
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Fig. 3   Tithe map, 1844
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Fig. 4 OS map, 1879
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Fig. 5 OS map, 1897
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Fig. 6 OS map, 1923
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Fig. 7 OS map, 1976
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