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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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.��9����� (�� Barns at Dane End House, Conduit Lane, Great Hormead, Buntingford, 

Hertfordshire 

In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a building recording at the barns at Dane 
End House, Conduit Lane, Great Hormead, Buntingford, Hertfordshire (NGR TL 40520 30120).  The 
recording was undertaken in advance of the proposed extension of the existing outbuildings and infill 
extensions between the barn and garage. It was required as part of a planning condition in advance of 
the proposed works (East Herts CC Planning Ref. 3/15/119/LBC) which requires a programme of 
archaeological work.  

Technical analysis has revealed the main barn to be of 18th or 19th century date, largely rebuilt using 
modern techniques in a revival of traditional carpentry skills common in the 20th century. A few timbers 
present evidence of re-use from a medieval structure. Extensions to the north and north-west present no 
visible historic fabric  apart from some historic brick close to the road but are visible on cartographic 
sources dating to the early 19th century suggesting these too have been comprehensively rebuilt, or 
replaced.  

The second barn was not part of the assessment and was only visible from within the outbuildings to the 
east within which exposed timber-framing suggested an early 18th century date. The outbuildings are 
clearly a later addition, and are probably 19th century in date, though were partially rebuilt using modern 
techniques. 

.��9����� ����0�����'��*1� 56���- ����5367�

.�����$��'��*�0=>�>?1� Y @$�$���'��*�� TBC

.!��$(%���� 6858 ���������� AS 1883 
�&���������9���� Historic building recording 
������� �$�� -
	$������� ���$��� Outbuildings 
.� ������������(���� Extension and alteration 
- ����� �$����0A� ���1� 18th/19th century barn with reused medieval fabric, rebuilt in the 20th

century with 19th century outbuilding to the west 
��#����� ���������0A� ���1� -
$��?�4����4������
	�$��&>��������>�. ����� Hertfordshire East Hertfordshire Hormead 
���>��-������ �� � Hertfordshire HER 
.���������0���*��'�1� SG9 0NT 
"�� ��������� -
���� TL 40520 30120 
���#���"��0(��>( B1� c.99m AOD 
$��?�4��4��������

��������$���%&� Alison Tinniswood, Historic Environment Advisor 
.��9�����$��������>��0.�1� Tansy Collins 
@$�����%&� Ms Katharine Whitaker 

@$��������� Barns at Dane End House, Conduit Lane, Great Hormead, 
Buntingford, Hertfordshire; Historic building recording  

"$������ Wilson, L. 
���������!� 5372
 ���0���������1� May 2017 
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In March 2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a building recording 
at the barns at Dane End House, Conduit Lane, Great Hormead, Buntingford, 
Hertfordshire (NGR TL 40520 30120).  The recording was undertaken in advance 
of the proposed extension of the existing outbuildings and infill extensions 
between the barn and garage. It was required as part of a planning condition in 
advance of the proposed works (East Herts CC Planning Ref. 3/15/119/LBC) 
which requires a programme of archaeological work.

Technical analysis has revealed the main barn to be of 18th or 19th century date, 
largely rebuilt using modern techniques in a revival of traditional carpentry skills 
common in the 20th century. A few timbers present evidence of re-use from a 
medieval structure. Extensions to the north and north-west present no visible 
historic fabric  apart from some historic brick close to the road but are visible on 
cartographic sources dating to the early 19th century suggesting these too have 
been comprehensively rebuilt, or replaced.  

The second barn was not part of the assessment and was only visible from within 
the outbuildings to the east within which exposed timber-framing suggested an 
early 18th century date. The outbuildings are clearly a later addition, and are 
probably 19th century in date, though were partially rebuilt using modern 
techniques. 
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Planning Policy Context 
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DP 1 

South-east elevation of Barn 1, taken from the east. 

 DP 2 

Exterior of Barn 1, taken from the south-west. 

DP 3 

Exterior of Barn 1, taken from the west. 

 DP 4 

Detail of Barn 1’s dwarf brick wall, taken from the 
north-west. 

DP 5 

Exterior of the barns, taken from the west. 

 DP 6 

Exterior of Barn 1, taken from the west.  



DP 7 

Exterior of Barn 2, taken from the south-east. 

 DP 8 

View of Barn 1 from Conduit Lane, taken from the 
north-west. 

DP 9 

View of Barn 2 from Conduit Lane, taken from the 
west. 

 DP 10 

Boundary wall between Barn 1 and Barn 2, taken 
from the south-west. 

DP 11 

Steps giving access to the north-west extension of 
Barn 1, taken from the south-west. 

 DP 12 

East wall of Barn 2 visible within the adjoining west 
room, taken from the east. 
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DP 13 

East wall of Barn 2 visible within the adjoining west 
room, taken from the east. 

 DP 14 

Detail of half-crescent markings on the east wall of 
Barn 2 visible within the adjoining west room, taken 
from the east. 

DP 15 

Detail of half-crescent markings on the east wall of 
Barn 2 visible within the adjoining west room, taken 
from the east. 

 DP 16 

North wall of the west room of Barn 2’s 
outbuildings, taken from the south. 

DP 17 

Detail of division between Barn 2 and the west 
room of Barn 2’s outbuildings, taken from the south-
east.

 DP 18 

Scarf joint in the wall-plate in the west room of Barn 
2’s outbuildings, taken from the south. 



DP 19 

Interior of the west room of Barn 2’s outbuildings, 
taken from the north. 

 DP 20 

North wall of the east room of Barn 2’s outbuildings, 
taken from the south. 

DP 21 

Gap in the wall-plate along the north wall of the east 
room of Barn 2’s outbuildings, taken from the south. 

 DP 22 

North wall of the east room of Barn 2’s outbuildings, 
taken from the south. 

DP 23 

Detail of the wall-plate in the east room of Barn 2‘s 
outbuildings, taken from the south. 

 DP 24 

East wall of the east room of Barn 2’s outbuildings, 
taken from the south. 



DP 25 

Interior of the east room of Barn 2’s outbuildings, 
taken from the north-west. 

 DP 26 

Truss 1 in Barn 1, taken from the north. 

DP 27 

Truss 2 in Barn 1, taken from the south. 

 DP 28 

Truss 2 in Barn 1, taken from the south-west. 

DP 29 

Outshut on the south-east side of bay 2 in Barn 1, 
taken from the west. 

 DP 30 

North-west side of bay 3 in Barn 1, taken from the 
south-east. 
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DP 31 

North-west side of bay 2 in Barn 1, taken from the 
south-east. 

 DP 32 

Jowled principal post positioned upside down on 
the north-west side of bay 2 in Barn 1, taken from 
the south-east. 

DP 33 

Notches in the sole-plate on the north-west side of 
bay 3, taken from the east. 

 DP 34 

Detail of studwork and sole-plate in bay 3 of Barn 1, 
taken from the south-west. 

DP 35 

North-west side of bay 1 in Barn 1, taken from the 
north-east. 

 DP 36 

Jowled principal post positioned upside down on 
the north-west side of bay 2 in Barn 1, taken from 
the south-east. 



DP 37 

Scarf joint in the wall-plate at the bay divisions in 
Barn 1, taken from the south-east. 

 DP 38 

South-west end of Barn 1, taken from the north-
east.

DP 39 

South-west end of Barn 1, taken from the north-
east.

 DP 40 

Studwork and sole-plate at the south-west end of 
Barn 1, taken from the north-east. 

DP 41 

South-east side of bay 1 in Barn 1, taken from the 
west. 

 DP 42 

Truss form in Barn 1, taken from the south-west. 
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DP 43 

Scarf joint in the purlin at the bay division in Barn 1, 
taken from the west. 

 DP 44 

North-west side of bay 3 in Barn 1, taken from the 
south.

DP 45 

North-west side of bay 3 in Barn 1, taken from the 
north-east. 

 DP 46 

Wattle stave in the studwork of the north-west side 
of bay 3 in Barn 1, taken from the north-east. 

DP 47 

Subdivided bay 3 in Barn 1, taken from the south-
east.

 DP 48 

North-east end of bay 3 in Barn 1, taken from the 
south-west. 



DP 49 

Original outer wall of Barn 1, taken from the north-
west. 

 DP 50 

Detail of studwork along the original exterior wall of 
Barn 1, taken from the north-east. 

DP 51 

North extension to Barn 1, taken from the north-
west. 

 DP 52 

North-west extension to Barn 1, taken from the 
north-west. 

DP 53 

Roof structure in Barn 1, taken from the north-east. 

 DP 54 

Roof structure in Barn 1, taken from the north-west. 
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DP 55 

Scarf joint in the purlin at a bay division in Barn 1, 
taken from the west. 

 DP 56 

Mezzanine level in bay 3 of Barn 1, taken from the 
south-west. 

DP 57 

Rooms pushed into the north extension of Barn 1 at 
first floor level, taken from the south. 

 DP 58 

North-west side of bay 2 in Barn 1, taken from the 
south-east. 

DP 59 

Detail of jowled principal post in bay 2 of Barn 1, 
taken from the south-east. 

 DP 60 

Surviving sole-plate of the original north-east end 
wall of Barn 1, taken from the south-west. 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Fig. 3   Enclosure map, 1823

Barn at Dane End House, Great Hormead, Herts (P6858)
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Fig. 7 OS map, 1956

Barn at Dane End House, Great Hormead, Herts (P6858)
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