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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project details
Project name 37 Bucks Avenue, Watford, Hertfordshire WD19 4AR

In October  2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a programme of archaeological trial 
trench evaluation on land at 37 Bucks Avenue, Watford WD19 4AR (NGR TQ 12300 94600; Figs. 1 
- 2).  The evaluation was carried out in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
permission for the proposed construction of a development of 24 new dwellings and associated 
works, following demolition of the existing 37 Bucks Avenue and equestrian facility and buildings 
currently on the site (Hertsmere Planning Ref. 16/2272/FUL).  The evaluation was required based 
on the advice of the Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Advisor (HCC HEA).

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  Modern building remains 
were present, consistent with the cartographic evidence, and the site had been truncated.  The site 
stratigraphy was preserved in the northern and north-eastern sector of the site (Trenches 3 and 10 
– 12).  No residual finds were found.

Project dates (fieldwork) 25 – 27 October 2017 
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work TBC
P. number 7191 Site code AS 1914
Type of project Archaeological trial trench evaluation
Site status None
Current land use Former equestrian centre
Planned development Residential
Main features (+dates) Modern building remains
Significant finds (+dates)� None
Project location
County/ District/ Parish Hertfordshire Hertsmere Watford
HER for area Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record 
Post code (if known) WD19 4AR
Area of site 1.65ha.
NGR TQ 12300 94600
Height AOD (max/ min) c.72m AOD
Project creators
Brief issued by Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Funded by Shanly Homes 
Full title� 37 Bucks Avenue, Watford, Hertfordshire WD19 4AR.  An  

Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation
Authors Muir, T.
Report no. 5479
Date (of report) November 2017; revised October 2018
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In October 2017, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at 37 Bucks 
Avenue, Watford WD19 4AR (NGR TQ 12300 94600; Figs. 1 - 2).  The 
evaluation was carried out in compliance with a planning condition 
attached to planning permission for the proposed construction of a 
development of 24 new dwellings and associated works, following 
demolition of the existing 37 Bucks Avenue and equestrian facility and 
buildings currently on the site (Hertsmere Planning Ref. 16/2272/FUL).  
The evaluation was required based on the advice of the Hertfordshire 
County Council Historic Environment Advisor (HCC HEA). 

The Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER) notes the 
archaeological significance of the area.  The valley of the River Colne is 
rich in archaeological finds and settlement from the earlier prehistoric 
period.  Roman finds are also known from the Bushey area, and the 
course of Roman Akeman Street is believed to lead from the pottery 
production centre at Brockley Hill, up along closed to Bushey High Street 
to Watford before running up the Bulbourne valley. The site occupies an 
area that would have been heathland in the medieval period. Evidence of 
earthworks of medieval ridge and furrow cultivation, along with ancient 
field boundaries that are shown on the 1840 Tithe map, were recorded at 
Attenborough Fields nearby during survey in the 1990s (HER 10377).  
Watford Heath is also recorded on the HER (HER 12478).   

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or finds.  
Modern building remains were present, consistent with the cartographic 
evidence, and the site had been truncated.  The site stratigraphy was 
preserved in the northern and north-eastern sector of the site (Trenches 3 
and 10 – 12) where modern construction had not taken place (Fig. 7).  No 
residual finds were found. 
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Description:  Trench 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.  An 
area of concrete and building rubble, and CBM rubble (L1020) traversed 
the trench.  L1020 contained late 18th – 19th century CBM.  The natural 
(L1005) was discoloured a mid blue grey derived from seepage 
associated with the modern disturbance.
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Description:  Trench 2 contained no archaeological features or finds.  An 
area of building rubble was revealed which incorporated modern CBM 
(CBM report below).  Like Trench 1, the natural (L1005) was discoloured a 
mid blue grey derived from seepage associated with the modern 
disturbance.   
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Description:  Trench 3 contained no archaeological features or finds.  In 
the central area of the trench the natural (L1004 and L1005) was stained a 
mid blue grey derived from seepage associated with the modern 
disturbance.  L1004 was distinguished from L1005 as it was darker.  A 



disturbance associated with tree roots was evident at the western end of 
the trench. 
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Description:  Trench 4 contained no archaeological features or finds.  
Modern services traversed the trench.  The natural (L1005) was 
discoloured a blue grey derived from seepage associated with the modern 
disturbance.   
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Description:  Trench 5 contained no archaeological features or finds.  
Former building remains of recent date and a water pipe were evident at 
the northern end of the trench.
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Description:  Trench 6 contained no archaeological features or finds.  The 
natural (L1005) was discoloured a mid blue grey derived from seepage 
associated with the modern disturbance.  Plastic water pipes and a 
modern drain truncated the natural.
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Description:  Trench 7 contained no archaeological features or finds.  The 
natural (L1004 and L1005) was discoloured a mid blue grey derived from 
seepage associated with the modern disturbance.  L1004 was 
distinguished from L1005 as it was darker.  The natural was test pitted.  
Modern post holes truncated the natural. �
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Description:  Trench 8 contained no archaeological features or finds. A 
modern concrete block was present in the west end of the trench, and the 
natural (L1005) was discoloured a mid blue grey derived from seepage 
associated with the modern disturbance.
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Description:  Trench 9 contained no archaeological features or finds. A 
modern brick wall and associated building rubble traversed the trench.  
The brick was modern (CBM report below).  The natural (L1004 and 
L1005) was discoloured a mid blue grey derived from seepage associated 
with the modern disturbance.  L1004 was distinguished from L1005 as it 
was darker.
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Description:  Trench 10 contained no archaeological features or finds. The 
natural (L1004 and L1005) was discoloured a mid blue grey derived from 
seepage associated with the modern disturbance.  L1004 was 
distinguished from L1005 as it was darker.
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Description:  Trench 11 contained no archaeological features or finds.  A 
modern disturbance was present at the north-eastern end of the trench. 
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Description:  Trench 12 contained no archaeological features or finds.
The trench revealed no modern disturbance. 
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England (sheet 4). 55�@=�� �*%�'%��
�
5��&�5��8%���9���<& �'� �'�@ &%!�#55�@+��/;-��Soil Survey of England 
and Wales: Legend for the 1:250,000 Soil Map of England and Wales.  
55�@=�� �*%�'%��
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�
���"��&)"�&�(�&(( "$$2� 37 Bucks Avenue, Watford, Hertfordshire WD19 4AR
�%!��'2���%��!� District: Hertsmere
��##&7"9�%4�2��" �0% (� Parish: Watford
*#&����7�&@@#�6&��%��
 "0" "�6"2���

�%��!�%�%�6& ����<��%9���1������$�	

�#�"����&)"9&(( "$$9�"#2� Shanly Homes
�&�! "�%0�&@@#�6&��%�2� Residential
* "$"���#&�(�!$"2� Vacant
��D"�%0�&@@#�6&��%��& "&2�
�5�/1&5�

Size of area investigated
750m2

�	��B.�0�7! "$C2�� TQ 12300 94600
���"��%("2��� AS 1914
� 7&��D&��%�� Archaeological Solutions Ltd
�'@"�%0�4% 82� Trial trench evaluation
�&�"�%0�4% 82��� 25 – 27 October 2017
�%6&��%��%0�
0��($9�! &���7�)!$"!)2�

Bushey

�"#&�"(������%$2�� Periods represented: Modern
�"#"E&���@ "E�%!$�
$!))& �"$9 "@% �$2��B�

-

�!))& '�%0�0�"#(4% 8�
 "$!#�$2�

In October  2017 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at 37 
Bucks Avenue, Watford WD19 4AR (NGR TQ 12300 94600; Figs. 
1 - 2).  The evaluation was carried out in compliance with a 
planning condition attached to planning permission for the 
proposed construction of a development of 24 new dwellings and 
associated works, following demolition of the existing 37 Bucks 
Avenue and equestrian facility and buildings currently on the site 
(Hertsmere Planning Ref. 16/2272/FUL).  The evaluation was 
required based on the advice of the Hertfordshire County Council 
Historic Environment Advisor (HCC HEA).

In the event the evaluation revealed no archaeological features or 
finds.  Modern building remains were present, consistent with the 
cartographic evidence, and the site had been truncated.  The site 
stratigraphy was preserved in the northern and north-eastern 
sector of the site (Trenches 3 and 10 – 12) where modern 
construction had not taken place (Fig. 7).  No residual finds were 
found.

�!�1% �%0�$!))& '2��
���� !�"����

Date of Summary:
November 2017

�



��������	
���������������	
�����������
��	
�������������
�����������������
���������������� �
�����
�����������
�����������

	
����!��� �
����

"#�$��$%&��
�����'())*+,)

	
������������
�������	
��� �	�����	�������	��������	���������� ��	��!"	#��

�$���	%�&��'(�'�

�)	�$�	(������

 
	����*��	+,!�	���$���-�.'��-	��-/�'�
&	0�%	1��2	����'�%	�/�	�	(��.�����	�)
���$���-�.'��-	��'�-	���
�$	�3�-/��'�
	�
	-�
%	��	�	�/�4&	�3�
/��	���)��%	��!"	#��
1�5�	�6	!+,,	"#7,,8	�'.&9	!	:	+29	�$�	�3�-/��'�
	;�&	����'�%	�/�	'
	���(-'�
��	;'�$
�	(-�

'
.	��
%'�'�
	�����$�%	��	(-�

'
.	(���'&&'�
	)��	�$�	(��(�&�%	��
&��/��'�
	�)
�	%�3�-�(��
�	�)	+#	
�;	%;�--'
.&	�
%	�&&��'���%	;��4&�	)�--�;'
.	%���-'�'�
	�)	�$�
�<'&�'
.	�	�/�4&	�3�
/�	�
%	�=/�&��'�
	)��'-'�>	�
%	*/'-%'
.&	�/���
�->	�
	�$�	&'��
1����&����	�-�

'
.	��)9	!7?++�+?��029	�$�	�3�-/��'�
	;�&	��=/'��%	*�&�%	�
	�$�
�%3'��	�)	�$�	����)��%&$'��	��/
�>	��/
�'-	�'&���'�	�
3'��
��
�	�%3'&��	1���	���29
 
	�$�	�3�
�	�$�	�3�-/��'�
	��3��-�%	
�	���$���-�.'��-	)���/��&	��	)'
%&9	@�%��

*/'-%'
.	����'
&	;���	(��&�
��	��
&'&��
�	;'�$	�$�	�����.��($'�	�3'%�
���	�
%	�$�	&'��
$�%	*��
	��/
����%9	�$�	&'��	&����'.��($>	;�&	(��&��3�%	'
	�$�	
���$��
	�
%	
���$:
��&���
	&�����	�)	�$�	&'��	1���
�$�&		�
%	!,	:	!+29	��	��&'%/�-	)'
%&	;���	)�/
%9

�������	%���& �����A	+B:!,:+,!�	�
%A	+�:!,:+,!�

���3'�/&?)/�/��
;��4

��	?	���	4
�;


�
>	�&&��'���%
(������	��)���
��
��%�&

��!"!	:	��
�����'
.	�
'�	��9

�
>	�&&��'���%
(������	��)���
��
��%�&

��	!"!#	:	�'����%�

�>(�	�)	(������ �'�-%	�3�-/��'�


�'��	&���/& ����	�)	���$���-�.'��-	 �(����
��	1�� 2

�/���
�	0�
%	/&� ��$��	!B	:	��$��

@�
/��
�	�>(� �� 0� �5	���@� ��	@�%��


�'.
')'��
�	�'
%& ����	��
�

@��$�%&	C
���$
'=/�&

DD���.���%	���
�$�&DD

��3�-�(��
�	�>(� ��*�
	��&'%�
�'�-	1�9.9	)-��&�	$�/&�&�	���92

����(� �-�

'
.	��
%'�'�


��&'�'�
	'
	�$�
(-�

'
.	(����&&

���	4
�;
	?	���	�����%�%

	
������������
��/
��> �
.-�
%

�'��	-����'�
 ���������� ��	�������	�������	�	�/�4&	�3�
/��	���)��%�	����)��%&$'��
��!"	#��9

���������	�
��������� ��������������������������������

 ����!  "� #�"# $%� &�#$



��&���%� ��!"	#��

��/%>	���� !97B	�������&

�'��	����%'
���& �6	!+,,	"#7,,	B!97EB,+#E"�	:,9��,!!77B7E"	B!	E	!E	�	,,,	++	�	�	��'
�

��'.$�	��	?	��(�$ @'
A	�+�	@�<A	�+�

	
�����
����
�
����	�)
��.�
'&��'�


���$���-�.'��-	��-/�'�
&	0�%

�������	*�'�)
��'.'
����

����)��%&$'��	��/
�>	��/
�'-

�������	%�&'.

��'.'
����

F�
	@/���>

�������
%'������?��
�.��

F�
	@/���>

�������	&/(��3'&�� ���$���-�.'��-	��-/�'�
&

�>(�	�)
&(�
&��?)/
%'
.
*�%>

�$�
->	����&

����	�)
&(�
&��?)/
%'
.
*�%>

�$�
->	����&

	
������
�� ��
�$>&'��-	���$'3�
���'('�
�

�/&$�>	@/&�/�

�$>&'��-	��
��
�& DD�����'�&DD

�'.'��-	���$'3�
���'('�
�

�/&$�>	@/&�/�

�'.'��-	��
��
�& DD�����'�&DD

�'.'��-	@�%'�
�3�'-�*-�

DD����*�&�DD�DD ��.�&	��&���	?	%'.'��-	($���.��($>DD�DD�(���%&$���&DD�DD��<�DD

��(��	���$'3�
���'('�
�

�/&$�>	@/&�/�

��(��	��
��
�& DD�����'�&DD

��(��	@�%'�
�3�'-�*-�

DD��
��<�	&$���DD�DD���;'
.DD�DD@�(DD�DD�$���.��($DD�DD�-�
DD�DD��(���DD�DD����'�
DD�DD�/�3�>	DD

	
����
!�!����
�����-

�/*-'���'�
	�>(�
5��>	-'�����/��	1/
(/*-'&$�%	%��/��
�?��
/&��'(�2

�'�-� �	�/�4&	�3�
/��	���)��%�	����)��%&$'��	��!"	#��9	�
	���$���-�.'��-	��'�-	���
�$
�3�-/��'�


�/�$��1&2?�%'���1&2 @/'��	�

��$��
*'*-'�.��($'�
%���'-&

B#�"

���� +,!�

 &&/��	��	(/*-'&$�� ���$���-�.'��-	��-/�'�
&	0�%

�-���	�)	'&&/�	��
(/*-'���'�


�/�>	��	�%�/
%&

���������	�
��������� ��������������������������������

"����!  "� #�"# $%� &�#$



�-��&�	�:��'-	�'&���'�	�
.-�
%	)��	��� �	$�-(	�
%	�%3'��
G	���	!""7:+,!+	������%	*>	F�	5'-$��	�
%	F�
	@'��$���	���'-	0�&�	��%')'�%	��%
�&%�>	"	@�>	+,!+
Cite only: http://www.oasis.ac.uk/form/print.cfm for this page

���4'�& ��'3��>	��-'�>

�
����%	*> ��--'�	��&&�
	1�%�'
H�&��
�����9��9/42

�
����%	�
 !+	����*��	+,!E

���������	�
��������� ��������������������������������

!����!  "� #�"# $%� &�#$



*����	��*�
��
���>�
�

��

%�%� &�8�%(��9�!��%�&��)��<�������
�

� ��

%�%� &�8�%(��9�!��%�&��)��<�!�����

�

-�

%�%� &�8�%(��9�!��%�&��)��<�% !� �

� 0�

%�%� &�8�%(��9�!��%�&��)��<������B(%!��
�

�

2�
��%�4����&��)��<�(%!��

� 1�
��%�4����&��)��<������B(%!��



� � �
� � �

�

��
��%�4��-�&��)��<�!����B% !��
�

� ;�
��%�4��0�&��)��<�!����B(%!��
�
�
�

�

/�
��%�4��2�&��)��<�!�����
�

� �.�
��%�4��1�&��)��<�!����B% !��

� � �
� � �
� � �



� � �
� � �

�

���
��%�4����&��)��<�!����B% !��

� ���
��%�4��;�&��)��<������B% !��

�
� � �
� � �

�

�-�
��%�4��/�&��)��<�!����B(%!��

� �0�
��%�4���.�&��)��<������B(%!��

� � �
� � �
� � �
� � �



� � �
� � �

�

�2�
��%�4�����&��)��<������B% !��

� �1�
��%�4�����&��)��<�!����B% !��

� � �
�



Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

SITE

Reproduced  from  the Ordnance2006
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number  100036680
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37 Bucks Ave, Watford, Hertfordshire (P7191)
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Not to scale

Fig. 6 OS map, 1938
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37 Bucks Ave, Watford, Hertfordshire (P7191)
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Fig. 7   Detail of local area
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