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Project details 
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The site had a particular potential for the presence of medieval occupation remains associated with 
the adjacent homestead moat.  
 
The monitoring recorded that the construction of the menage was relatively superficial and the 
ground reduction and drainage did not penetrate the subsoil, and therefore if archaeological 
features are present they are preserved in situ.   
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SUMMARY 
 
In November 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of detailed archaeological ‘strip, map & record’ 
investigation and archaeological monitoring and recording during 
groundworks associated with the construction of a menage at Ashwell 
End Farm, Loves Lane, Ashwell, Hertfordshire SG7 5HZ (NGR TL 
25162 40211; Figs. 1 - 2).  The monitoring was also carried out 
according to the requirements of the Hertfordshire County Council 
Historic Environment Advisor Team (HCC HEAT), and was required in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to the planning  
approval (NHDC Planning Approval Ref. 18/02549/FP). 
 
The site lies within an Area of Archaeological Significance (No. 191) as 
identified on the local plan, on the extreme north western edge of the 
village of Ashwell.  
 
It is immediately adjacent to an area Scheduled as an Ancient 
Monument to the west of Loves Lane, Ashwell (NHLE 1012208, 
Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record HER 4197). This comprises 
a moated enclosure of medieval date, and the moated platform 
contains the buildings of Ashwell End Farm.  An adjacent double island 
moated site lies close by to the east.  Such combined moated 
enclosures are rare and unusual in Hertfordshire.  A bank lies between 
the western edge of the enclosure and the area of the proposed new 
menage. 
 
The site had a particular potential for the presence of medieval 
occupation remains associated with the adjacent homestead moat.  
 
The construction of the menage was relatively superficial (0.16 – 
0.42m deep) and the ground reduction and drainage did not penetrate 
the subsoil, and therefore if archaeological features are present they 
are preserved in situ.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 In November 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out 
a programme of detailed archaeological ‘strip, map & record’ 
investigation and archaeological monitoring and recording during 
groundworks associated with the construction of a menage at Ashwell 
End Farm, Loves Lane, Ashwell, Hertfordshire SG7 5HZ (NGR TL 
25162 40211; Figs. 1 - 2).  The monitoring was carried out according to 
the requirements of the Hertfordshire County Council Historic 
Environment Advisor Team (HCC HEAT), and was required in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to the planning approval 
(NHDC Planning Approval Ref. 18/02549/FP). 
 
1.2 The programme of archaeological monitoring and recording was 
carried out in accordance with a specification/Written Scheme of 
Investigation compiled by AS (6th November 2017) and approved by 
HCC HEA and the LPA.  The project was also undertaken according to 
the requirements of the document Standards for Field Archaeology in 
the East of England (Gurney 2003) and the CIfA Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (2014). 
 
1.3 The requirements of the project were: 
 
• Archaeological monitoring by a programme of ‘strip, map & 
record’ across the footprint of the proposed new menage, with the 
investigation and recording of any archaeology thereby revealed.  
 
• The archaeological monitoring of all other groundworks 
associated with the scheme likely to have an impact on any remains 
(principally ground reduction/excavation, new drainage etc)  
 
• The provision of an adequately detailed project report  
 
• The dissemination and publication of the project results, as 
appropriate   
 
Planning policy context 
 
1.4 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) states 
that those parts of the historic environment that have significance 
because of their historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest 
are heritage assets.  The NPPF aims to deliver sustainable 
development by ensuring that policies and decisions that concern the 
historic environment recognise that heritage assets are a non-
renewable resource, take account of the wider social, cultural, 
economic and environmental benefits of heritage conservation, and 
recognise that intelligently managed change may sometimes be 
necessary if heritage assets are to be maintained for the long term.  
The NPPF requires applications to describe the significance of any 



heritage asset, including its setting that may be affected in proportion 
to the asset’s importance and the potential impact of the proposal.   
 
1.5 The NPPF aims to conserve England’s heritage assets in a 
manner appropriate to their significance, with substantial harm to 
designated heritage assets (i.e. listed buildings, scheduled 
monuments) only permitted in exceptional circumstances when the 
public benefit of a proposal outweighs the conservation of the asset.  
The effect of proposals on non-designated heritage assets must be 
balanced against the scale of loss and significance of the asset, but 
non-designated heritage assets of demonstrably equivalent 
significance may be considered subject to the same policies as those 
that are designated.  The NPPF states that opportunities to capture 
evidence from the historic environment, to record and advance the 
understanding of heritage assets and to make this publicly available is 
a requirement of development management.  This opportunity should 
be taken in a manner proportionate to the significance of a heritage 
asset and to impact of the proposal, particularly where a heritage asset 
is to be lost. 
 
 
2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 
 
2.1 The site lies within the bounds of Ashwell End Farm, a 
farmstead lying in the rural hinterland of Ashwell in north Hertfordshire. 
The site lies c. 1.6km north-west of the village of Ashwell and c. 1.6km 
south-east of the smaller village of Hinxworth.  
 
2.2 At the time that archaeological work commenced, the site was in 
use as fairly rough, undeveloped grassland adjacent to the gardens 
associated with the farmhouse at Ashwell End Farm.  
 
 
3 TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
 
3.1 The site lies at c. 45m OD in a fairly flat landscape which rises 
only slightly to the north-west and north-east in the vicinity of the 
villages of Dunton and Guilden Morden respectively. To the south-east 
the land drops slightly towards the centre of Ashwell before climbing 
steeply to the south. The land reaches a height of c. 84m OD around 
1.5km to the south of the site. 
 
3.2 The site lies on soils of the Milton Association, which are 
described as deep calcareous fine local soils. Soils of the Swaffham 
Prior Association are also present in the surrounding area; these well 
drained calcareous coarse and fine loamy soils over chalk rubble 
(SSEW 1983). The solid geology of the area belongs to the West 
Melbury Marly Chalk 
Formation(mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html) 
 



 
 
4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 The site lies within an Area of Archaeological Significance 
(No.191) as identified on the local plan, on the extreme north western 
edge of the village of Ashwell.  
 
4.2 The site is immediately adjacent to an area Scheduled as an 
Ancient Monument to the west of Loves Lane, Ashwell (NHLE 
1012208, Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record HER 4197).  This 
comprises a moated enclosure of medieval date, and the moated 
platform contains the buildings of Ashwell End Farm. An adjacent 
double island moated site lies close by to the east. Such combined 
moated ensures are rare and unusual in Hertfordshire although this is 
one of three in the immediately surrounding area (see also HER 416 
and HER 423). A bank lies between the western edge of the enclosure 
and the area of the proposed new menage. 
 
4.3 Cropmarks of ring-ditches have been recorded to the east of 
Ashwell End Farm and further to the south-east; these are potentially 
of later Neolithic or Bronze Age date (HER 1245, 1259). Fragments of 
Bronze Age axes have been found in the surrounding area (HER 214, 
437, 2840) 
 
4.4 Evidence of Iron Age occupation in the area comes in the form 
of late Iron Age coin (a bronze stater) found in the Ashwell End area 
(HER 2844). Iron Age and Roman metalwork (HER 13402) has been 
found at Bluegates Farm 
 
4.5 The Roman period is represented in the area surrounding the 
site by findspots from which a Roman figurine and other artefacts 
(HER 15648) and occupation material (HER 1178) have been 
recovered. A rectangular enclosure has been recorded to the south-
east of Hinxworth and this is considered to possibly represent a 
Roman military camp (HER 181). Iron Age and Roman metalwork 
(HER 13402) and Roman pottery (HER 425) has been recovered from 
locations at nearby Bluegates Farm.  
 
4.6 The site had a particular potential for the presence of medieval 
occupation remains associated with the adjacent homestead moat.  
 
 
5 METHODOLOGY 
 
5.1 The ground reduction and excavation of the drain were 
monitored.  
 
5.2 The archaeological monitoring comprised the observation of all 
groundworks likely to affect archaeological remains, the inspection of 



the subsoil and natural deposits for archaeological features, the 
examination of spoil heaps and the recording of soil profiles.  
Encountered features and deposits were cleaned by hand and 
recorded using pro forma recording sheets, drawn to scale and 
photographed as appropriate.  Excavated spoil was checked for finds. 
 
 
6 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS 
 
6.1 The encountered stratigraphy was recorded in sample sections 
presented below: 
 
Sample section 1  
0.00 = 39.97m AOD  
0.00 – 0.11m L1000 Topsoil.  Friable, mid brown sandy clay with occasional small 

sub-angular and sub-rounded flint.  It contained modern (20th 
century) pottery, CBM and glass 

0.11 - 32m+ L1001 Subsoil. Friable, mid grey brown sandy clay silt with occasional 
small sub-angular and sub-rounded flint.   

 
 
Sample section 2  
0.00 = 39.98m AOD  
0.00 – 0.15m L1000 Topsoil.  As above 
0.15 - 29m+ L1001 Subsoil.  As above. 
 
 
Sample section 3  
0.00 = 39.99m AOD  
0.00 – 0.28m L1000 Topsoil.  As above 
0.28 – 0.42m+ L1001 Subsoil.  As above. 
 
 
Sample section 4  
0.00 = 39.98m AOD  
0.00 – 0.08m L1000 Topsoil.  As above 
0.08- 34m+ L1001 Subsoil.  As above. 
 
 
Sample section 5 
0.00 = 39.93m AOD  
0.00 – 0.19m+ L1000 Topsoil.  As above 
 
 
Sample section 6 
0.00 = 39.96m AOD  
0.00 – 0.15m L1000 Topsoil.  As above 
0.15 - 33m+ L1001 Subsoil.  As above. 
 
 
 
 



Sample section 7 
0.00 = 39.87m AOD  
0.00 – 0.16m+ L1000 Topsoil.  As above 
  
Description: No archaeological features or finds were present. 
 
Some ground disturbance at the surface level was evident in the form 
of an old chicken coop, and modern (20th century) pottery, CBM and 
glass were present within Topsoil L1000. 
 
 
7 CONFIDENCE RATING 
 
7.1 Within the parameters of the investigation it is not felt that any 
factors restricted the identification of archaeological features or finds. 
 
 
8 DISCUSSION 
 
8.1 The site immediately adjacent to an area Scheduled as an 
Ancient Monument to the west of Loves Lane, Ashwell (NHLE 
1012208, Hertfordshire Historic Environment Record HER 4197).  An 
adjacent double island moated site lies close by to the east.  Such 
combined moated enclosures are rare and unusual in Hertfordshire.   
 
8.2 The construction of the menage was relatively superficial (0.16 
– 0.42m deep) and the ground reduction and drainage did not 
penetrate the subsoil, and therefore if archaeological features are 
present they are preserved in situ.   
 
 
DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 
 
Archive records, with an inventory, will be deposited with North 
Hertfordshire Museums.  The archive will be quantified, ordered, 
indexed, cross referenced and checked for internal consistency. 
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APPENDIX 1  HER SUMMARY SHEET 
 

Site name and address: Ashwell End Farm, Loves Lane, Ashwell, Hertfordshire  SG7 
5HZ 

County:  Hertfordshire District: North Herts 
Village/Town:  Parish: Ashwell 
Planning application 
reference:   

NHDC Planning Approval Ref. 18/02549/FP 

Client name/address Dr M Pertwee, Ashwell End Farm 
Nature of application: Menage 
Present land use: Former chicken coop and paddock 
Size of application area: Size of area investigated c .1300m2 
NGR (8 figures):  TL 25162 40211 
Site Code:   AS 1965 
Organisation: Archaeological Solutions Ltd 

Type of work: Archaeological monitoring and recording. 
Date of work:   12th, 13th, 14th November 2018 
Location of Curating 
museum: 

North Herts 

Related SMR Nos:  Periods represented: None 
Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  - 

- 

Summary of fieldwork 
results: 

 
In November 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried 
out a programme of detailed archaeological ‘strip, map & 
record’ investigation and archaeological monitoring and 
recording during groundworks associated with the construction 
of a menage at Ashwell End Farm, Loves Lane, Ashwell, 
Hertfordshire SG7 5HZ (NGR TL 25162 40211; Figs. 1 - 2).  
The monitoring was also carried out according to the 
requirements of the Hertfordshire County Council Historic 
Environment Advisor Team (HCC HEAT), and was required in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to the planning  
approval (NHDC Planning Approval Ref. 18/02549/FP). 
 
The construction of the menage was relatively superficial (0.16 
– 0.42m deep) and the ground reduction and drainage did not 
penetrate the subsoil, and therefore if archaeological features 
are present they are preserved in situ.   

Author of summary:  
Samuel Thomelius 

Date of Summary: 
January 2019 
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
Reproduced  from  the Ordnance2010
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
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Fig. 2a   1898 OS map

Ashwell End Farm, Love Lane, Hertfordshire 7839)(P

N

SITE



Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Not to scale

Fig. 2b   1950 OS map
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