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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
�
�
�
�

�������	�
���	���	������	���
�

�������������������������������������������
��������� !�� ���"#$�%�&�

����'($)*�%�+$('�
�
�

"����������������,�$#����,������� ���-�,,�� ���
�� ,�� �-������
(%�+�.�

���/�'(*�$�)+'*)#�
�
�

�0!������5"?*(4"�& *4&(#4"#�>�
1112��3-�����4�3�����������23�2�5�

�
�
�
�

�
�
�

���1�����23�!6��3-�����4�3����

<�
�����������1112,�3�7��523�!6��3-�����4�3������������

�
�
�

�

�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017�
�

Westbury House, High Street, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire 1

�
���������
�
OASIS SUMMARY SHEET 

SUMMARY 

1 INTRODUCTION 

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

3 METHODOLOGY 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

5 HISTORIC BUILDING MONITORING AND RECORDING 

6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING AND RECORDING 

DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDICES�
�

1  NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST ENTRY 
2  CONTENTS OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING AND  

RECORDING ARCHIVE 
3  HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING ARCHIVE FORM 
4  HER SUMMARY SHEET 

�
�
�
�
�



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2017�
�

Westbury House, High Street, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire -

�
�������88��9�������
"��:�3�� �������
"��:�3����!�� Westbury House, High Street, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire, 

SG10 6BY.  Historic Building and Archaeological Monitoring & 
Recording

Summary: 
In July 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic building and archaeological 
monitoring and recording at Westbury House, High Street, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire.  
The monitoring was commissioned by Elite Construction Ltd and undertaken in compliance 
with a planning condition attached to the proposed construction of a single storey rear 
extension and internal alterations within the rear ranges at ground floor level.  No works 
were proposed in the historic core of the property which is described as 16th or 17th century 
in date. 
The project saw the recording of evidence relating to the addition of three rear ranges, which 
despite slight differences in brickwork and form are all consistent with dates in the early to 
mid 19th century.  Of note is the use of imported Baltic softwood in the central range, 
demonstrated by the presence of scribed marks on the ceiling joists.  The southern range 
may present further complexity where the eastern half may form an earlier stair turret, and 
investigations in the future particularly within the roof structure and earlier historic core may 
allow the sequence to be elucidated. 
The archaeological monitoring found remains of a made ground layer 1000 containing small 
fragments of red brick and the occasional animal bone, as well as ceramic Victorian 
drainage pipes.
7 "8�4&�6*&�(�@5��+6=" >A� 18th July 2017�
7 �9�"�(�=" >�@
$�$BA� N� ��&� ��=" >�� ��
7#���:;� �� 7212 ��&��4"6�� AS1895
�!2��"5�2 "8�4&� Historic building and archaeological building monitoring and 

recording
��&��(&*&�(� Grade II Listed building, Area of Archaeological Significance 147 
��  ��&�+*�6��(�� Residential dwelling 
7+*���6�6�9�+"2:��&� Extension and alterations to existing dwelling�
�*���5�*&� �(�@C6*&�(A� Mid-19th century range to rear of earlier core�
��<��5�4*�&� 5��6(�
@C6*&�(A�

D�

"��:�3����3������
�"��&!$���(& �4&$�7* �('� Hertfordshire East Herts Much Hadham  
��	$���	�5" �* �*� Hertfordshire HER (HHER) 
7"(&�4"6��@�5�>�"=�A� SG10 6BY 
� �*�"5�(�&�� c.750m2

��	� TL 42820 19630 
���<'&�����@:��$:*EA� c.61m AOD 
"��:�3��3��������
� ��5��((��6�;!� Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Team 
7 "8�4&�(�2� 9�(" $(�@7�A� Tansy Collins 
���6�6�;!� Michael Nunn (Elite Construction Ltd) 
��++�&�&+�� Westbury House, High Street, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire.  

Historic Building and Archaeological Monitoring & Recording 
��&'" (� Collins, T. 
	�2" &��"#� 5444
�*&��@"5� �2" &A� July 2017 
�
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SUMMARY 

In July 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic building and archaeological 
monitoring and recording at Westbury House, High Street, Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire.  The monitoring was commissioned by Elite Construction Ltd and 
undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to the proposed 
construction of a single storey rear extension and internal alterations within the rear 
ranges at ground floor level.  No works were proposed in the historic core of the 
property which is described as 16th or 17th century in date. 

The project saw the recording of evidence relating to the addition of three rear 
ranges, which despite slight differences in brickwork and form are all consistent with 
dates in the early to mid 19th century.  Of note is the use of imported Baltic softwood 
in the central range, demonstrated by the presence of scribed marks on the ceiling 
joists.  The southern range may present further complexity where the eastern half 
may form an earlier stair turret, and investigations in the future particularly within the 
roof structure and earlier historic core may allow the sequence to be elucidated. 

The archaeological monitoring found remains of a made ground layer, L1000, which 
contained small fragments of red brick and ceramic Victorian drainage pipes. 
�
�
(� ������������
�
�#�� ���F�+!�.��%�� 4'*�"+"<�4*+��"+�&�"�(��&6�@��A�4*  ��6�"�&�*��*�2 "< *::��"5�
'�(&" �4� ;��+6��<� *�6� * 4'*�"+"<�4*+� :"��&" ��<� *�6�  �4" 6��<� *&� ��(&;� !� �"�(��
��<'��& ��&���4'��*6'*:��� &5" 6('� ���������
�@��	����-./���0�1�G���<(#��D�
.A#� ��'��:"��&" ��<�=*(�4"::�((�"��6�;!��+�&���"�(& �4&�"���&6�*�6���6� &*>������
4":2+�*�4�� =�&'� *� 2+*����<� 4"�6�&�"�� *&&*4'�6� &"� &'�� 2 "2"(�6� 4"�(& �4&�"�� "5� *�
(��<+��(&" �!� �* ��E&��(�"��*+&� *&�"�(�&"�5���(& *&�"��"���" &'�*�6�=�(&��+�9*&�"�(�
*�6� � �4&�"�� "5� <*&�(� *&� &'�� 2 "2� &!� @����� 7+*����<� 	�5#� 1$�3$�.-3$��A#� � �'��
4"�6�&�"��=*(� ���� �6�;*(�6�"��&'��*69�4��"5��� &5" 6('� ���"��&!��"��4�+���(&" �4�
��9� "�:��&��69�(" !���*:�@��������A#�
�
�#.� �'�� :"��&" ��<� =*(� 4*  ��6� "�&� ��� *44" 6*�4�� =�&'� *69�4�� �((��6� ;!� ����
�����@�+�("�������(=""6���&'���<�(&�.��3A�*�6�*�= �&&���(4'�:��"5� ��9�(&�<*&�"��
4":2�+�6�;!����@/&'�F����.��%A�*�6�*22 "9�6�;!����������*�6�&'��+"4*+�2+*����<�
*�&'" �&!� @�7�A#� � �&� 4"�5" :�6� &"� &'�� ��(&" �4� ��<+*�6� 6"4�:��&� Understanding
Historic Buildings a guide to good recording practice @.��3A� *�6� &'�� �'* &� �6�
��(&�&�&�� 5" � � 4'*�"+"<�(&(H� @��5�A� Standard and guidance for the archaeological 
investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures� @.��-A� *(� =�++� *(�
5"++"=��<� &'�� ���� �:��&(�"5� &'��6"4�:��&��&*�6* 6(� 5" ����+6�� 4'*�"+"<!� ��� &'��
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�*(&� "5� ��<+*�6� @�� ��!� .��1A� *�6� &'�� ��5�� Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Watching Briefs @.��-A#�
�
�#1� �'��2 ��4�2*+�";8�4&�9�(�"5�&'���9*+�*&�"��=� �)�����
�

•� � 4'*�"+"<�4*+�:"��&" ��<�"5�*++�5*; �4�*+&� *&�"�(�*(("4�*&�6�
=�&'� &'�� (4'�:�� +�>�+!� &"� '*9�� *�� �:2*4&� "�� *�!� '�(&" �4� 5*; �4� =�&'� &'��
��9�(&�<*&�"�� *�6�  �4" 6��<� "5� *�!� ��=� '�(&" �4� ;��+6��<� 5*; �4� &'� �;!�
 �9�*+�6�*�6�*�*+!(�(�"5�&'�� �(�+&(�=�&'�2 "9�(�"��5" � �2" &�*�6$" �2�;+�4*&�"��
"5�&'�� �(�+&(�*�6�&'��2 "6�4&�"��"5�*��* 4'�9��

•� �'��2 "8�4&� �2" &�('"�+6�2 "9�6��*� �9��=�"5�&'��+"4*+�*�6� �<�"�*+�'�(&" �4*+�
4"�&�E&�"5�&'��(& �4&� �(� �4" 6�6�;!�&'��2 "8�4&#��&�=�++�;��*6���*&�+!�6�&*�+�6�
&"�2+*4��&'��5��6��<(�"5�&'��* 4'*�"+"<�4*+� �4" 6��<����4"�&�E&�

•� �'��2 "8�4&�('"�+6�2 "6�4��*�'�<'���*+�&!�5�++!���&�< *&�6�* 4'�9��(��&*;+��5" �
+"�<D&� :� 6�2"(�&�"�� ��� " 6� � &"� I2 �(� 9�� ;!�  �4" 6H� &'�� ;��+6��<(� ��� &'�� �
4�  ��&�5" :�2 �" �&"�*+&� *&�"�#�

•� � 4'*�"+"<�4*+�:"��&" ��<�*�6� �4" 6��<�"5�< "��6=" >(�*(("4�*&�6�=�&'� &'��
��=�6�9�+"2:��&�

•� �'����9�(&�<*&�"��*�6� �4" 6��<�"5�*�!�(� 9�9��<�* 4'*�"+"<�4*+�
 �:*��(� =�&'��� &'�� * �*� "5� &'�� ��=� 6�9�+"2:��&� ��� *44" 6*�4�� =�&'� &'��
 ���� �:��&(�"5�����������&'���7�#�

•� �'��*�*+!(�(�4"�(� 9*&�"��*�6�+"�<D&� :�(&" *<��"5�*�!�
* &�5*4&�*+$�4"5*4&�*+� :*&� �*+�  �4"9� �6� 5 ":� &'�� (�&�� ��� *22 "2 �*&��
4"�6�&�"�(�

•� �'�� 2 "9�(�"�� "5� *�� *6���*&�+!� 6�&*�+�6� 2 "8�4&�  �2" &� &'*&� =�++� 2+*4�� &'��
5��6��<(� "5� &'�� :"��&" ��<� *�6�  �4" 6��<� "5� &'�� 6�9�+"2:��&� 2 "< *::�� ���
&'�� � +"4*+� *�6�  �<�"�*+� 4"�&�E&� '*9��<� :*6��  �5� ��4�� &"� &'��  �+�9*�&�
 �<�"�*+� �(�* 4'�*<��6*(�*�6�&' "�<'�4* &"< *2'�4�6"4�:��&* !�*�6�"&'� �
 �(�* 4'#�

�
Planning policy context�

�
�#-� �'���*&�"�*+�7+*����<�7"+�4!�� *:�=" >�@�77��.��.A�(&*&�(�&'*&�&'"(��2* &(�
"5� &'�� '�(&" �4� ��9� "�:��&� &'*&� '*9�� (�<��5�4*�4�� ;�4*�(�� "5� &'�� � '�(&" �4�
* 4'*�"+"<�4*+�* 4'�&�4&� *+�" �* &�(&�4� ��&� �(&�* ��'� �&*<��*((�&(#��'���77��*�:(�
&"� 6�+�9� � (�(&*��*;+�� 6�9�+"2:��&� ;!� ��(� ��<� &'*&� 2"+�4��(� *�6� 6�4�(�"�(� &'*&�
4"�4� ��&'��'�(&" �4���9� "�:��&� �4"<��(��&'*&�'� �&*<��*((�&(�* ��*��"�D ���=*;+��
 �("� 4�� &*>�� *44"��&� "5� &'�� =�6� � ("4�*+� 4�+&� *+� �4"�":�4� *�6� ��9� "�:��&*+�
;���5�&(�"5�'� �&*<��4"�(� 9*&�"��*�6�  �4"<��(�� &'*&� ��&�++�<��&+!�:*�*<�6�4'*�<��
:*!� (":�&�:�(�;�� ��4�((* !� �5� '� �&*<�� *((�&(� * �� &"� ;��:*��&*���6� 5" � &'�� +"�<�
&� :#� ��'���77�� ���� �(�*22+�4*&�"�(� &"�6�(4 �;�� &'��(�<��5�4*�4��"5�*�!�'� �&*<��
*((�&� ��4+�6��<� �&(� (�&&��<� &'*&� :*!� ;�� *55�4&�6� ��� 2 "2" &�"�� &"� &'�� *((�&H(�
�:2" &*�4��*�6�&'��2"&��&�*+��:2*4&�"5�&'��2 "2"(*+#���
�
�#3� �'�� �77�� *�:(� &"� 4"�(� 9�� ��<+*�6H(� '� �&*<�� *((�&(� ��� *� :*��� �
*22 "2 �*&��&"�&'�� �(�<��5�4*�4��=�&'�(�;(&*�&�*+�'* :�&"�6�(�<�*&�6�'� �&*<��*((�&(�
@�#�#� +�(&�6� ;��+6��<(� (4'�6�+�6� :"��:��&(A� "�+!� 2� :�&&�6� ��� �E4�2&�"�*+�
4� 4�:(&*�4�(�='���&'��2�;+�4�;���5�&�"5�*�2 "2"(*+�"�&=��<'(� &'��4"�(� 9*&�"��"5�
&'�� *((�&#� � �'�� �55�4&� "5� 2 "2"(*+(� "�� �"�D6�(�<�*&�6� '� �&*<�� *((�&(� :�(&� ;��
;*+*�4�6�*<*��(&�&'��(4*+��"5�+"((�*�6�(�<��5�4*�4��"5�&'��*((�&�;�&��"�D6�(�<�*&�6�
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'� �&*<��*((�&(�"5�6�:"�(& *;+!�����9*+��&�(�<��5�4*�4��:*!�;��4"�(�6� �6�(�;8�4&�
&"� &'�� (*:�� 2"+�4��(� *(� &'"(�� &'*&� * �� 6�(�<�*&�6#� � �'�� �77�� (&*&�(� &'*&�
"22" &���&��(� &"� 4*2&� �� �9�6��4�� 5 ":� &'�� '�(&" �4� ��9� "�:��&� &"�  �4" 6� *�6�
*69*�4��&'����6� (&*�6��<�"5�'� �&*<��*((�&(�*�6�&"�:*>��&'�(�2�;+�4+!�*9*�+*;+���(�*�
 ���� �:��&� "5� 6�9�+"2:��&� :*�*<�:��&#� � �'�(� "22" &���&!� ('"�+6� ;�� &*>��� ��� *�
:*��� � 2 "2" &�"�*&�� &"� &'�� (�<��5�4*�4�� "5� *� '� �&*<�� *((�&� *�6� &"� �:2*4&� "5� &'��
2 "2"(*+�2* &�4�+* +!�='� ��*�'� �&*<��*((�&��(�&"�;��+"(&#�
�
�
$� ������"������.����������
�
.#�� ��4'� �*6'*:� �(� *�� �+"�<*&�6�  �;;"�� 9�++*<�� (�&�*&�6� 3>:� &"� &'�� =�(&� "5�
��('"2(� �&" &5" 6� *�6� ��>:� �" &'D�*(&� "5� �� &5" 6� =�&'��� &'�� 2* �('� "5� &'�� (*:��
�*:�#����&&+���*6'*:� �&(�4":2*��"��9�++*<�� +��(�&"�&'���" &'�*+"�<�&'����.�� "*6�
='�+��"&'� ���* ;!�9�++*<�(���4+�6��7�  !�< ����*�6�� �����!��&"�&'��("�&'D�*(&#�
�
.#.� �'�� '�(&" �4� 4'* *4&� � "5���4'��*6'*:� �(� �9�6��&� *+"�<� &'�� +��<&'� "5���<'�
�& ��&� ='� ��:�6��9*+� *�6� 2"(&D:�6��9*+� ;��+6��<(� 4"�(�6� �6� "5� (�<��5�4*�4�� * ��
9�(�;+�� �5+�4&�6����&'*&�*+:"(&��9� !�"����(�+�(&�6�"��&'������#���'��(�&��+��(�&"=* 6(�
&'�� �" &'� �� ��6� "5� &'�� 9�++*<�� =�&'��� &'�� '�(&" �4� 4" �� "5� &'�� 9�++*<�� ='�4'� �(�
6�(�<�*&�6�*(�� �*�"5�� 4'*�"+"<�4*+���<��5�4*�4���-%�"��&'���"4*+�7+*��"��&'��=�(&�
(�6��"5���<'��& ��&�"22"(�&��&'��8��4&�"��=�&'��'� 4'��*��#�
�
.#1� ��(&;� !��"�(�� �(�� *6�� ��� +�(&�6�"�� &'���*&�"�*+��� �&*<����(&� 5" ���<+*�6�
@�22��6�E�1���	��1�01�A�*�6��(�6�(4 �;�6�*(�*�5" :� �����=�&'�" �<��(����&'����&'�" �
�%&'�4��&� !� �D5 "�&�6����&'���/&'�4��&� !�*�6� �D5���(& *&�6����*22 "E�:*&�+!��/1�#��
�&�5"++"=(�*���D2+*��*�6�&'���" &'� ���E&��(�"���(��"&�6�*(�;���<�"5��* +!��0&'�4��&� !�
6*&�#�
�
�
#� 8������	�
9�
�
��5" :*&�"�� =*(� ("�<'&� 5 ":� *� 9* ��&!� "5� *9*�+*;+�� ("� 4�(� ��� " 6� � &"� :��&� &'��
";8�4&�9�(�"5�&'��*((�((:��&#�
�
Archaeological databases and historic/cartographic sources�
�
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Geological/geotechnical information�
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Fieldwork - historic building monitoring and recording�
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Fieldwork – archaeological monitoring and recording�
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Description: The upper level contained occasional Victorian ceramic drain pipes and 
fragments of soft red brick (no complete dimensions).  Otherwise no archaeological 
evidence was encountered. 
�
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In July 2017 AS carried out an a programme of historic building 
and archaeological monitoring and recording at Westbury 
House, High Street, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire.  The 
monitoring was commissioned by Elite Construction Ltd and 
undertaken in compliance with a planning condition attached to 
the proposed construction of a single storey rear extension and 
internal alterations within the rear ranges at ground floor level.  
No works were proposed in the historic core of the property 
which is described as 16th or 17th century in date. 
The project saw the recording of evidence relating to the 
addition of three rear ranges, which despite slight differences in 
brickwork and form are all consistent with dates in the early to 
mid 19th century.  Of note is the use of imported Baltic softwood 
in the central range, demonstrated by the presence of scribed 
marks on the ceiling joists.  The southern range may present 
further complexity where the eastern half may form an earlier 
stair turret, and investigations in the future particularly within the 
roof structure and earlier historic core may allow the sequence 
to be elucidated. 
The archaeological monitoring found remains of a made ground 
layer, L1000, which contained small fragments of red brick and 
ceramic Victorian drainage pipes. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX 
HISTORIC BUILDING MONITORING AND RECORDING 

DP 1 
West side of the building following removal of 
external walls at ground floor level, taken from the 
south-west 

 DP 2 
West gable end of the southern rear range, taken 
from the north-west 

DP 3 
Enlarged opening to take the reused eight-over-
eight sash window, taken from the south-west 

 DP 4 
West side of the central rear range following the 
removal of the external wall leaving a brick pier on 
the north, taken from the south-west 

DP 5 
North-west corner of the northern rear range 
showing exposed brickwork, taken from the north-
west 

 DP 6 
Utility room during the planned works, taken from 
the north 



DP 7 

South side of the utility room showing the brickwork 
of the chimney stack (central range), taken from the 
north

 DP 8 

Detail of the chimney stack showing secondary 
inserted flue, taken from the north 

DP 9 

West side of the kitchen after removal of the 
external wall, taken from the south-east 

 DP 10 

South side of the kitchen after removal of the wall to 
the southern range, taken from the north 

DP 11 

North side of the kitchen showing large fireplace, 
taken from the south 

 DP 12 

Detail of the ceiling joisting in the kitchen (central 
range), taken from the south 



DP 13 
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 DP 14 

Detail of the cupboard flanking the fireplace in the 
kitchen, taken from the south-west 

DP 15 

����	�����������	�	�����	��	���	������	���������������
���������������������������

 DP 16 

Detail of a ceiling joist in the kitchen showing 
scribed mark, taken from the east 

DP 17 

Detail of a ceiling joist in the kitchen showing 
scribed mark, taken from the east 

 DP 18 

Detail of a ceiling joist in the kitchen showing 
scribed mark, taken from the east 



DP 19 

Detail of a ceiling joist in the kitchen showing 
scribed mark, taken from the east 

 DP 20 

Detail of the east wall of the southern rear range 
showing possibly earlier studwork to the east, taken 
from the north-west 

DP 21 

View of the snug room in the southern range after 
the removal of internal partitions, taken from the 
north

 DP 22 

Modern sash window on the south side of the 
southern range, taken from the north 

DP 23 

North side of the snug showing area of removed 
wall, taken from the south 

 DP 24 

West side of the southern range showing exposed 
brickwork, taken from the east 



DP 25 

West side of the southern range showing exposed 
brickwork with a timber bearer, taken from the east  

 DP 26 

Ceiling in the southern range showing lath and 
plaster ceiling over slender joists, taken from the 
west 

DP 27 

Detail of the ceiling in the southern range showing 
staves and lime plaster above the lath and plaster 
under drawing, taken from the west 

 DP 28 

View of the east street front elevation of Westbury 
House with brick walls to either side of the entrance 
to the rear, taken from the south-east 

DP 29 

East elevation of Westbury House showing canted 
wall of the northern range, taken from the north-
east

 DP 30 

Detail showing the west side of the northern rear 
range with upper lath and plaster over studwork, 
taken from the west 



DP 31 
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 DP 32 
Historic door at second floor level (southern range), 
taken from the north 

DP 33 
Detail of the historic door at second floor level 
(south range) showing ovolo-moulded panels, taken 
from the north 

 DP 34 
Rear face of the historic door showing two plain 
panels, taken from the south-east 

DP 35 
Detail of the rear face of the historic door showing 
H-L hinges, taken from the south-east 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING AND RECORDING 

DP 36 

Working shot showing the area of proposed new 
footings, looking east 

 DP 37 

Working shot showing the proposed new footing 
(north end), looking north 

DP 38 

Working shot showing the proposed new footing 
(north end), looking east 

 DP 39 

Sample section 1 (scale = 2m), looking east 
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DP 40 

Working shot showing the proposed new footing 
(south end), looking south 

DP 41 

Sample section 2 (scale = 2m), looking west 
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Fig. 3 OS map, 1883

Westbury House, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire (P7212)
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Fig. 4 OS map, 1897
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Fig. 5 OS map, 1923
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