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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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Project details
Project name Royal Collection Trust, Visitor Admissions Centre, Lord Chamberlain’s 

Lower Yard and Pub Yard, Windsor Castle, Castle Hill, Windsor, 
Berkshire  SL4 1NJ 

In April 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation on land at the 
Visitors Admissions Centre, Lord Chamberlain’s Lower Yard and Pug Yard, Windsor Castle, Castle Hill, 
Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1NJ (NGR 496913 176882; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was undertaken as the initial 
stage in compliance with a planning condition (No.3) attached to planning approval for the demolition of 
existing structures and the construction of new buildings (RBWM Planning Ref. 17/01607), based on the 
advice of Berkshire Archaeology (BA). 

The evaluation revealed two sections of red brick wall foundation that correlate with garden walls depicted on 
mid 19th century Ordnance Survey maps, and likely part of the re-development of the Pug Yard in the 1830-
1840s, potentially associated with Blore’s work of c.1842.  One of the walls appears to be of the Inspector’s 
Garden, and within the enclosed garden area is a large pit that contained a layer of aligned cattle metapodial 
bones, which may have formed part of a formal bed or planter.  A seemingly contemporary brick culvert was 
also recorded and appears to have served the western range, prior to being replaced by a drainage system 
in 1911.  The walls are cut into or abutted by made ground layers that contain similar brick rubble, while Wall 
M1022 is underlain by a single layer (L1021) that contains a low quantity of late 13th to 15th century pottery, 
bone and oyster shell, and may comprise an in site medieval deposit at the base of the stratigraphic 
sequence.  The wall foundations are sealed by a sequence of thin made ground layers that contain Victorian 
to early 20th century pottery; while there is a common incidence of a sparsely distributed residual medieval 
finds across the sites, including coarse ware pottery, worked stone (including a window mullion) and a 
copper alloy harness mount. 
Project dates (fieldwork) 10th & 11th January 2018 
Previous work (Y/N/?) DBA Future work  TBC 
P. number  7367 Site code AS1944 
Type of project Archaeological evaluation 
Site status Conservation Area 
Current land use Entrance area to Windsor Castle (& associated public service buildings) 
Planned development Extension of admissions facilities (including security provision and 

educational facilities) 
Main features (+dates) Wall foundations & culvert (19th century) 

Pit, probable garden feature (19th century) 
Made ground layers (post-medieval, one layer possible medieval) 

Significant finds (+dates) Pottery, CBM, animal bone, ironwork (post-medieval) 
Pottery, worked stone (residual medieval) 

Project location 
County/ District/ Parish Berkshire Windsor & Maidenhead Windsor 
HER for area Berkshire Historic Environment Record 
Post code (if known) HP23 5RX 
Area of site c.3500m2

NGR 4)������� �!!"
Height AOD (max/ min) c.42m AOD 
Project creators 
Brief issued by Berkshire Archaeology 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by )��4����)��=�������

0��&����
�#���9���%�2�*;�����
7������*>���?��

Full title Royal Collection Trust, Visitor Admissions Centre, Lord Chamberlain’s 
Lower Yard and Pub Yard, Windsor Castle, Castle Hill, Windsor, 
Berkshire  SL4 1NJ.  Archaeological Evaluation. 

Authors Bull, K. 
Report no. 5581 
Date (of report) May 2018 
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In April 2018 Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation on land at the Visitors Admissions Centre, Lord Chamberlain’s Lower 
Yard and Pug Yard, Windsor Castle, Castle Hill, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1NJ (NGR 
496913 176882; Figs. 1 - 2).  The evaluation was undertaken as the initial stage in 
compliance with a planning condition (No.3) attached to planning approval for the 
demolition of existing structures and the construction of new buildings (RBWM 
Planning Ref. 17/01607), based on the advice of Berkshire Archaeology (BA). 

The evaluation revealed two sections of red brick wall foundation that correlate with 
garden walls depicted on mid 19th century Ordnance Survey maps, and likely part of 
the re-development of the Pug Yard in the 1830-1840s, potentially associated with 
Blore’s work of c.1842.  One of the walls appears to be of the Inspector’s Garden, 
and within the enclosed garden area is a large pit that contained a layer of aligned 
cattle metapodial bones, which may have formed part of a formal bed or planter.  A 
seemingly contemporary brick culvert was also recorded and appears to have served 
the western range, prior to being replaced by a drainage system in 1911.  The walls 
are cut into or abutted by made ground layers that contain similar brick rubble, while 
Wall M1022 is underlain by a single layer (L1021) that contains a low quantity of late 
13th to 15th century pottery, bone and oyster shell, and may comprise an in site 
medieval deposit at the base of the stratigraphic sequence.  The wall foundations are 
sealed by a sequence of thin made ground layers that contain Victorian to early 20th

century pottery; while there is a common incidence of a sparsely distributed residual 
medieval finds across the sites, including coarse ware pottery, worked stone 
(including a window mullion) and a copper alloy harness mount. 
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�5�� .��������"3�!���&������6�&���*�������%�7�����*��&����������������&������6�&���
�,��������� ��� ����� ��� ���� @�%����%� ��9�%%���%� +�����:� 7���� +��98������A%� 7�����
B��������0�6�B���:�'���%���+�%���:�+�%����-���:�'���%��:����%�����*7����C������
�������� �!!"D���6%5���E�"�5��4����,�����������%�������������%�������������%��6�����
&�9�����&������� �� �������6� &��������� ���5��� ����&���� ��� �������6� �����,��� /��� ����
��9�������� �/� �F�%���6� %���&����%� ���� ���� &��%���&����� �/� ���� 8������6%� ��')�
0������6���/5�� G3��3 �:�8�%������������,�&���/����%�������&������62����5
�
�5"� 4��� �,��������� /��9%�*��6�� �� �/� ���� ��;����9���%� �/� ���� &��������� ���������
������ ���� /��9������ �/� �� /������� 9���6������ %�����62� ��565� /������� ��&������6�&���
�F&�,������ ��� ���%��,������ in situ�� /��� ��2� ������/���� ��&������6�&��� ��9���%5� � 4���
9���6�������%�����62������8��%��&�/����82����%�������&������62����8����/��/�����7�&���
0������6���������25����
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�5�� 4��� �,��������� �������� ��� ���� ��;����9���%� �/� �:� ���� �� %��&�/�&������
&�9������82��*���������"���C�����2�"3�!�5��.����%���%��������������&&�����6��������
��;����9���%� �/� ���� ��&�9���:� +./�� Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Evaluation �"3���5�
�
�5�� 4�����9%������81�&��,�%��/��������1�&������	�
�
General Aims and Objectives

�� ��� �����9���� ���� ��&�����:� �F����:� ������� ���� ����� �/� ��2� ��&������6�&���
/������%��������%��%������9�2�8�����%���D������

�
�� ��� ���,���� ��/��9������ ��� ���� ����6���2� ���� %����� �/� ���%��,������ �/� ��2�

��&������6�&���/������%��������%��%������9�2�8�����%���5�
�
Specific Aims�
�
H� 4�������9�������&��/��9��������%��&�G�8%��&������6���������������/��
� ������9���%����%���D�
�
H� 4�������9�������&��/��9����������F�9��������������������6���/� ������9���%:�

82�9���%��/�����/�&���������������,����&�D�
�
H� 4�������9�������&��/��9����������F�9�����F������/�������9���%������
� �����//�&���/�������,����9���������%��%�������9D�
�
H� 4�������9��������&�������������%������/����%��,�������/�������9���%D�
�
H� 4�� �����9���� ���� ��6���� �/� &�9���F��2� �/� ���� ����=������ ���G��� ,����&���

%�����6����2����%���D�
�
H� 4�������9�������&��/��9����������2����6�:�;�����2�����;������2��/���������/�&�����

�,����&�����%���D������
�
H� 4�������9���� ���������������/� ����%���� ������,������������,����9���������G���

�&���9�&� �,����&�� ���� ���� /��9%� ������&�� %�&�� �,����&��9�2� 8�� ���%���D�
�����

�
H� 4���%%�%%�����%����%��/� ������9���%��%���6���%��&���92:�%�&�����&��,��2�����

���&���������6�����&�&����9�����2�����%&����
�
Planning policy context
�
�5#� 4������������0������6�0���&2����9��������00��"3�"��%����%���������%������%�
�/� ���� ��%����&� ��,����9���� ����� ��,�� %�6��/�&��&�� 8�&��%�� �/� ������ ��%����&:�
��&������6�&��:���&����&�������������%��&�������%������������6���%%��%5��4����00����9%�
��� ����,��� %�%�����8��� ��,����9���� 82� ��%����6� ����� ����&��%� ���� ��&�%���%� �����
&��&����������%����&���,����9������&�6��%�������������6���%%��%����������E������8���
��%���&�:� ����� �&&����� �/� ���� ������ %�&���:� &�������:� �&���9�&� ���� ��,����9������



8���/��%��/�������6��&��%��,�����:����� ��&�6��%�� ����� �������6����2�9���6���&���6��
9�2� %�9���9�%�8�� ��&�%%��2� �/� ������6�� �%%��%� ���� ��� 8��9���������� /��� ���� ���6�
���95� �4����00����;����%������&�����%� �����%&��8�� ����%�6��/�&��&���/���2�������6��
�%%��:� ��&�����6� ��%� %�����6� ����� 9�2� 8�� �//�&���� ��� ����������� ��� ���� �%%��A%�
�9������&���������������������9��&���/����������%��5���
�
�5�� 4��� �00�� ��9%� ��� &��%��,�� >�6����A%� ������6�� �%%��%� ��� �� 9������
���������������������%�6��/�&��&�:������%�8%�����������9������%�6������������6���%%��%�
��5�5� ��%���� 8������6%:� %&�������� 9���9���%�� ���2� ���9������ ��� �F&���������
&��&�9%���&�%������������8��&�8���/����/��������%���������6�%� ����&��%��,�������/�
���� �%%��5� � 4��� �//�&�� �/� �����%��%� ��� ���E��%�6������ ������6�� �%%��%� 9�%�� 8��
8����&����6���%������%&�����/���%%�����%�6��/�&��&���/������%%��:�8������E��%�6������
������6���%%��%��/���9��%���8�2��;��,������%�6��/�&��&��9�2�8��&��%�������%�81�&��
��� ���� %�9�� ����&��%� �%� ���%�� ����� ���� ��%�6�����5� � 4��� �00�� %����%� �����
������������%� ��� &������� �,����&�� /��9� ���� ��%����&� ��,����9���:� ��� ��&���� ����
��,��&�����������%������6��/�������6���%%��%��������9�������%���8��&�2��,����8����%���
��;����9���� �/� ��,����9����9���6�9���5� � 4��%� ����������2� %������ 8�� ������ ��� ��
9������ �������������� ��� ���� %�6��/�&��&�� �/� �� ������6�� �%%��� ���� ��� �9��&�� �/� ����
�����%��:������&�����2���������������6���%%����%����8����%�5�
�
�
,� �����
��
����3������
���
�
"5�� 4���%�����%���&������������%��������%�����/�+�%����-���:���%���/�������2���)��%�
������%�� �/� *�� ��8��%�*������ ��� ���� ��%����&� &���� �/�'���%��:� ��1�&���� ���'���%���
+�%���5� �4���%���� �%��&&������82� �����F�%���6���9�%%���%��������&������ /�&������%��/�
����+�%���:��������4���7����+��98������A%�7�����B��������0�6�B���5��.���%������%���
��� �9���,�� ������8��&��&&�%%����� /�&������%� �������������� ������9�%%���%�B��������
���,�������� �������6� /�&������%� ��� �9���,��%&����%��&&�%%� ��� ����&�������2���,�%�����
0�6�B���:�����6�����������9���,����&&�%%�/��9�*����8��%�*�����5�
�
�
+� ����	�������	����	��������
���
�
�5�� 4���%�������%����&5� E�39��I$:����4��9�%������&������%��%5�
�
�
�� ���������	
����=��
����
��������	�����
�
�5�� 4�����%����&��G��&������6�&���8�&�6������ ��� ����%������%�8������������� ������
��&������6�&��� ��%�E8�%��� �9��&�� �%%�%%9���� ���� ������6�� �9��&�� �%%�%%9����
���������82�0��&���5��.��%�99��2	�
�
Sparse prehistoric and Roman activity has been identified on the chalk outcrop 
occupied by Windsor Castle and at Caley’s Department Store, though the potential 
for remains of these periods on the current site is thought to be low.   Similarly, only 
sparse finds of later Saxon material have been made locally.  The principal potential 
for archaeological remains on the current proposed development site is for medieval 
and post-medieval date, with the site located on the edge of the 12th century 
settlement of New Windsor.  It has a potential for street frontage timber buildings, 
burgage plots and ‘back-yard’ deposits such as boundaries, industrial features and 



refuse pits etc.  The site was subject to development in the 19th century when the 
Royal Mews was built, with new service buildings and yards, and then redeveloped 
again in the 20th century as the visitor admission and educational facilities that exist 
today.  The site thus also has a potential for buried remains of the 19th century works 
no longer extant (such as the Inspector’s glasshouse).  Previous disturbance during 
the 19th century works is unknown but may be high in parts of the site where ground 
remodelling with steep slopes has clearly taken place. 
�
�5"� 4��� %���� ���%� ��%� ���� ���������� /��� 9����,��� ���� ��%�E9����,��� �&&��������
��9���%� �%%�&������ ����� ���%� ����� �/� ���� ��%����&� &���� �/� '���%��:� ���� /��� 8������
�,����&���/���%������&�����2���2���5���

�
0� ���������	���
�
#5�� 4���/�������6�����&��%��������������2������%��	�
�
0*�>��7/*� �!#�82� ��� �2#�&?#��'!#'�&1��&!)��2'*<#!$'���%��&6#!��'!)�'�� �2#�
<'%#�&1��2#�<'�:��62#!#��2#��#6�<"�$)�1&&�?!�����%�?!&?&%#)�
�
0*� >� �7/*� �!#�82� ��� �2#� �&!)� �2'*<#!$'���%� �&6#!� �'!)� '�� �2#� <'%#� &1� �2#�
')*�%%�&�%�8#��!#�%�#?%�62#!#��2#��#6�<"�$)�1&&�?!�����%�?!&?&%#)��
�
-*�>��7/*��!#�82��&��2#�%&"�2�&1��2#���8:#��&11�8#�����2#��'!!&6�('!)�'!#'�&���2#�
#'%�#!��%�)#�&1�����$<'�%���!##���62#!#�9!&"�)�!#)"8��&���%�?!&?&%#)�
�
�2#�'!#'%�62#!#��2#��#6�<"�$)�1&&�?!����6�$$�#�8!&'82����&��"9��'!)�'!#�@#!(�
�'!!&6�� <"�� '� �!#�82� &1� 0*� >� �7/*� 8&"$)� <#� ?!&?&%#)�6��2��� �"9� �'!)� &�8#�
�2�%�'!#'�<#8&*#%�'88#%%�<$#�
�
#5"� 4���&��%���J���������F&�,��������65���5�
�
#5�� 4�����&������6�&��� ��,�%��6������&�9���%������� ��%��&������/� ����%�8%��������
������������%��%�/�����&������6�&���/������%:������F�9���������/�%���������%���������
��&�����6��/�%�������/���%5��>�&���������/������%���������%��%������&�������82������
������&�������%��6�pro forma���&�����6�%����%:����������%&�������������6��������%�
�����������5��4����F&�,�����%�������%�&��&����/���/���%5�
�
�
 � �����
��
����3��������
�
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Description:  Trench 1 revealed Foundation Wall M1022 and Pit F1025.  A modern 
service also traversed the trench. The brickwork of M1022 appeared consistent with 
an 18th century, or perhaps early 19th century date.  Similarly Pit F1025 contained 
post-medieval – modern (18th – 19th C) pottery. 
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Description: Trench 2 revealed Foundation Walls M1010 and M1012, and Service 
Trenches F1005 and F1007. M1010 was constructed of the ‘standard’ 18th to 19th

century red brick. 
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Description: Trench 3 revealed Culvert M1040 and Drainage Chamber M1042, and 
modern (20th century) Pit F1051.  The culvert likely ����%���������!���&�����2:�����6��
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DP 01 

Piece of worked stone (01) found in L1017 (Scale 
100mm) 

 DP 02 

Piece of worked stone (01) found in L1017 (Scale 
100mm) 

DP 03 

Piece of worked stone (02) found in L1017 (Scale 
50mm) 

 DP 04 

Piece of worked stone (02) found in L1017 (Scale 
50mm) 

DP 05 

Piece of worked stone (03) found in L1017 (Scale 
100mm) 

 DP 06 

Piece of worked stone (03) found in L1017 (Scale 
100mm) 
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DP 07 

Piece of worked stone (06) found in L1026 (Scale 
50mm) 
�

 DP 08 

Piece of worked stone (06) found in L1026 (Scale 
100mm) 

DP 09 

Piece of worked stone (07) found in L1049 (Scale 
200mm) 

 DP 10 

Piece of worked stone (07) found in L1049 (Scale 
300mm) 

DP 11 

Piece of worked stone (08) found in L1049 (Scale 
50mm) 

 DP 12 

Piece of worked stone (08) found in L1049 (Scale 
100mm) 
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DP 13 

Piece of worked stone (09) found in L1049 (Scale 
100mm) 

 DP 14 

Piece of worked stone (09) found in L1049 (Scale 
100mm) 

DP 15 

Piece of worked stone (10) found in L1049 (Scale 
100mm) 
�

 DP 16 

Piece of worked stone (10) found in L1049 (Scale 
100mm) 
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DP 17 

Piece of worked stone (11) found in L1049 (Scale 
100mm) 
�

 DP 18 

Piece of worked stone (12) found in L1049 (Scale 
200mm) 

DP 19 

Piece of worked stone (12) found in L1049 (Scale 
200mm) 

 DP 20 

Piece of worked stone (12) found in L1049 (Scale 
100mm) 

DP 21 

Piece of worked stone (13) found in L1049 (Scale 
200mm) 

 DP 22 

Piece of worked stone (13) found in L1049 (Scale 
50mm) 

�
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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