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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 

Historic building recording and appraisals 
Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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���:�4��� #�� Mount Pleasant House, Castle Ward, Cambridge, 

Cambridgeshire 
In May and June 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation of land at Mount Pleasant House, Castle Ward, Cambridge, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 44295 59370; Figs. 1 & 2). The evaluation was required by 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (CCC HET), as advisors 
to the LPA, to provide for the initial requirements of a planning approval condition  
(Cambridge City Council Ref. 16/1389/FUL).  The development comprises the 
proposed demolition of an existing office block, removal of car parking spaces and 
erection of new college accommodation (243 en-suite rooms and 34 studios), 
landscaping and access.

Test Pits 3 – 5 each contained Roman features.  The test pits are widely dispersed 
and evidently the site has not suffered wholesale significant truncation.  The test pits 
were not large (2.50m x 2.50m) and the occurrence of a Roman feature within three 
test pits is suggestive of a significant density of archaeological features.  

The Roman features comprise a ditch (F1009 (Test Pit 3)) and pits (F1031 (Test Pit 
4)) and F1017 (Test Pit 5)).  The Roman pottery is highly fragmented but only slightly 
abraded condition.  The assemblage is relatively homogenous, potentially spanning 
the mid 2nd to 3rd centuries and probably with a focus on the latter half of the 2nd

century.  Associated finds comprise animal bone and charred plant remains.  A 
fragment of human bone, and a possible fragment of human bone were found (F1003, 
Test Pit 2) and Made Ground L1038, Test Pit 5).

Project dates (fieldwork) May 2017
Previous work (Y/N/?) N Future work (Y/N/?) Y
P. number 7094 Site code ECB 5082
Type of project Archaeological Evaluation
Site status
Current land use Car park
Planned development College accommodation
Main features (+dates) Ditch, pits
Significant finds (+dates) Roman assemblages
Project location
County/ District/ Parish Cambridgeshire Cambridge City Cambridge
HER/ SMR for area Cambridgeshire HER
Post code (if known) CB3 0BL
Area of site 5952m2
NGR TL 44295 59370
Height AOD (min/max) c.18.50m
Project creators
Brief issued by CCC HET 
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Funded by Howard Osborne
Full title Mount Pleasant House, Castle Ward, Cambridge, 

Cambridgeshire.  An Archaeological Evaluation
Authors Barlow, G.
Report no. 5381
Date (of report) June 2017
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SUMMARY 
�
In May and June 2017 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation of land at Mount Pleasant House, Castle Ward, Cambridge, 
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 44295 59370; Figs. 1 & 2). The evaluation was required by 
Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (CCC HET), as advisors 
to the LPA, to provide for the initial requirements of a planning approval condition  
(Cambridge City Council Ref. 16/1389/FUL).  The development comprises the 
proposed demolition of an existing office block, removal of car parking spaces and 
erection of new college accommodation (243 en-suite rooms and 34 studios), 
landscaping and access. 

The site lies within an area that has revealed significant evidence of Iron Age and 
Roman activity, and it has a lesser potential for medieval settlement and post-
medieval development.  The site may have suffered significant truncation by the 
previous development of the site in the 1970s and/or coprolite quarrying in the 19th

century.

Test Pits 3 – 5 each contained Roman features.  The test pits are widely dispersed 
and evidently the site has not suffered wholesale significant truncation.  The test pits 
were not large (2.50m x 2.50m) and the occurrence of a Roman feature within three 
test pits is suggestive of a significant density of archaeological features.

The Roman features comprise a ditch (F1009 (Test Pit 3)) and pits (F1031 (Test Pit 
4)) and F1017 (Test Pit 5)).  The Roman pottery is highly fragmented but only slightly 
abraded condition.  The assemblage is relatively homogenous, potentially spanning 
the mid 2nd to 3rd centuries and probably with a focus on the latter half of the 2nd

century.  Associated finds comprise animal bone and charred plant remains.  A 
fragment of human bone, and a possible fragment of human bone were found 
(F1003, Test Pit 2) and Made Ground L1038, Test Pit 5). 
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Description: Test Pit 1 contained no archaeological features or finds.�
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Description: Test Pit 2 contained F1003 which was likely a natural feature 
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Description: Test Pit 3 contained Ditch F1009 and Pit F1012.  Ditch F1009 
contained Roman (mid-late 2nd century) pottery, and Pit F1012 contained post-
medieval CBM. 
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Description: Test Pit 4 contained Wall Footing M1024, Pits F1031 and F1033, and 
limestone blocks (F1032).  The Wall Footing and Pit F1033 were late post-medieval 
(18th – 19th century).  Pit F1031 contained Roman pottery. 
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Description: Test Pit 5 contained Pits F1015 and F1017, and Wall Footing M1019.  
F1022 was possibly a natural feature.  Pit F1015 and Wall Footing M1019 were late 
post-medieval (18th – 19th century).  Pit F1017 was likely Roman with sparse 
intrusive CBM. 
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Description:  Test Pit 6 contained F1053, a probable pit recorded in section. 
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Description: Test Pit 7 contained no archaeological features or finds.�
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Description: Trial Trench 8 contained no archaeological features or finds.�
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Description: Trial Trench 9A contained no archaeological features or finds.�
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Description: Trial Trench 9B contained two ditches, F1048 and F1050, both late 
post-medieval.�
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Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan
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