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Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 
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���0�� Phase 3 Land at Wheatcroft Farm, Bradwell, Norfolk
In January and March 2019 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation on 
land at Phase 3 Land at Wheatcroft Farm, Bradwell, Norfolk (NGR TG 5052 0310; Figs. 1 - 2).  The 
evaluation was required to provide the requirement for archaeological mitigatory work, to commence with 
informative trial trenching.  It was required by the LPA, as advised by Norfolk Historic Environment 
Service, in order to identify any archaeological remains for which further mitigation may be required as 
the first stage of the requirements of a programme of archaeological work which is required in 
association with the development.  The latter is a residential development (Phase 3) (Great Yarmouth 
Borough Council Planning Ref. 06/13/0652/O).   

Features were present in each trench except 1, 7 and 12.  The number of features varied from 1 (Trench 
19) – 11 (Trench 20), with the average number being 4 – 6. The range of features comprised pits, ditches 
and ditch terminals.  Some of the latter may represent pits rather than terminals. 

The features were comparable i.e. their fills were similar and they rarely contained finds.  Also the 
features were located below Subsoil L4001 and cut the natural.    

The noteworthy features were Pit F4004 (Trench 2) and Ditch Terminal F4088 (Trench 15) which 
contained finds (CBM and animal bone respectively); the curvilinear ditch, F4050, in Trench 8; and the 
parallel ditches, F4080 and F4082, in Trench 9.  The latter are visible as cropmarks and represent a 
droveway. 

The correlation between the cropmark data and the archaeological features was patchy with few features 
evident.  Only Ditch F4048 (Trench 8), and Ditches F4080 and F4082 (Trench 9) correlate with the 
cropmark evidence. 
Project dates (fieldwork) 10 – 23 January 2019 
Previous work (Y/N/?) Y Future work  TBC
P. number  P4837 Site code ENF 145639 
Type of project Archaeological evaluation 
Site status -
Current land use Agricultural 
Planned development Residential 
Main features (+dates) Ditches, Pits. Ditch Terminals 
Significant finds (+dates) None 
 Norfolk Great Yarmouth Bradwell 
HER/ SMR for area Norfolk Historic Environment Record (CHER) 
Post code (if known) - 
Area of site c.4ha.
NGR TG 5052 0310 
Height AOD (min/max) c.11m AOD 
Project creators 
Brief issued by Norfolk County Council  
Project supervisor/s (PO) Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
Funded by  Persimmon Homes/Charles Church Anglia 
Full title Phase 3 Land at Wheatcroft Farm, Bradwell, Norfolk.  An 

Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation 
Authors Ekberg, I., & Monahan, V. 
Report no. 5753 
Date (of report) January 2019; revised March 2019 
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In January and March 2019 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out 
an archaeological evaluation on land at Phase 3 Land at Wheatcroft 
Farm, Bradwell, Norfolk (NGR TG 5052 0310; Figs. 1 - 2).  The 
evaluation was required to provide the requirement for archaeological 
mitigatory work, to commence with informative trial trenching.  It was 
required by the LPA, as advised by Norfolk Historic Environment 
Service, in order to identify any archaeological remains for which 
further mitigation may be required as the first stage of the requirements 
of a programme of archaeological work which is required in association 
with the development.  The latter is a residential development (Phase 
3) (Great Yarmouth Borough Council Planning Ref. 06/13/0652/O).

The site has the potential for remains of multi-period date, and has 
known geophysical anomalies, though the majority of the potential; 
archaeologically-derived anomalies were present in Phase 1.  The 
Phase 2 area did reveal a few linear anomalies, as did Phase 3 in the 
south eastern corner.

Features were present in each trench except 1, 7 and 12.  The number 
of features varied from 1 (Trench 19) – 11 (Trench 20), with the 
average number being 4 – 6. The range of features comprised pits, 
ditches and ditch terminals.  Some of the latter may represent pits 
rather than terminals. 

The features were comparable i.e. their fills were similar and they 
rarely contained finds.  Also the features were located below Subsoil 
L4001 and cut the natural.

The noteworthy features were Pit F4004 (Trench 2) and Ditch Terminal 
F4088 (Trench 15) which contained finds (CBM and animal bone 
respectively); the curvilinear ditch, F4050, in Trench 8; and the parallel 
ditches, F4080 and F4082, in Trench 9.  The latter are visible as 
cropmarks and represent a droveway. 

The correlation between the cropmark data and the archaeological 
features was patchy with few features evident.  Only Ditch F4048 
(Trench 8), and Ditches F4080 and F4082 (Trench 9) correlate with the 
cropmark evidence. 
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Prehistoric 

Considerable evidence of prehistoric activity is known from the 
Bradwell area.   Among the earliest finds is a collection of Mesolithic 
struck flints recovered by fieldwalking some 250m east of the current 
site (Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER) 59571).  Local 
Neolithic activity is represented by additional fieldwalking finds (NHER 
59571) while material from further afield includes a quartzite macehead 
from Belton (NHER 01478), c. 3km to the west and flint axe heads 
from Great Yarmouth and Gorleston-on-Sea, to the east (NHERs 
10552 and 20357).  Numerous Bronze Age features have been 
encountered in the vicinity, including cropmarks (possibly of this date) 
within a 1km radius of the site (NHERs 12777, 12779 and 43551).  A 
possible Iron Age square barrow (NHER 45051) is located some 430m 
to the south of the site. 

Romano-British 

 Romano-British evidence is relatively scarce from the area, 
although includes cropmarks of possible Roman date within the site 
and its immediate surroundings (NHERs 43467 and 43476).  Local 
finds of this date include copper alloy coins of Constantine I or II and 
Vespasian (NHERs 10559 and 10560) and a 4th century Roman coin 
(NHER 12433), all from Gorleston-on-Sea. 

Anglo-Saxon and medieval 

 Metal detecting has recovered a number of Anglo-Saxon finds, 
including a brooch, a book mount and a silver ingot (NHERs 18004, 
21796 and 39556), all within a 250m of the development site.  Various 
pieces of medieval metalwork, including coins (e.g. NHERs 18991, 
18992 and 18993), a buckle (NHER 21795), a brooch (NHER 30084) 
and a lead seal matrix (NHER 19242) have also been found in the 
area.  Neighbouring Gorleston-on-Sea and Browston are also recorded 
in the Domesday Book (www.opendomesday.org). The deserted 
medieval village of Browston is thought to be located in the vicinity of 
Browston Hall (NHER 11433), some 1.2km to the south of the site. 

Post-medieval and modern 

 Post-medieval evidence in the vicinity of the site includes 
Browston Hall (NHER 24633), some 1.2km to the south, Hobland 
House (NHER 42863) and Hobland Hall Park (NHER 56288) 
approximately 1km to the south-east.  In addition, a number of local 
cropmarks are thought to relate to post-medieval field systems and 
trackways.  A large corpus of records relates to the World War II 
landscape and includes the site of a high frequency direction finding 



station (NHER 42232), immediately east of the site and a gun 
emplacement (NHER 42230) c. 1km to the north-east. 
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Based on known sites/ find spots in the area and the results of earlier 
work the site was considered to have good archaeological potential, 
particularly for remains of prehistoric and Saxo-Norman/ medieval 
date.

In the event, the excavation encountered an agricultural landscape 
dating between the Saxo-Norman and post-medieval periods.  The 
earlier part of this range included a small, semi-subterranean structure 
and associated drying kiln.  A second kiln was present within the High 
medieval to post-medieval landscape, in addition to the site of a post 
mill.  The economy throughout the medieval to post-medieval period 
was based on a mixed farming regime, dominated by crop husbandry.  
At some time during or after the High medieval period, the site’s layout 
developed from a complex system of ditched enclosures to a more 
open land-use. 

The Saxo-Norman to post-medieval evidence was indirectly predated 
by scattered prehistoric finds of struck flint – spanning the Mesolithic to 
Bronze Age – predominantly made up of residual material from later 
features/ contexts.  A single Neolithic feature was encountered. 
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The trial trenching reflected both previous non intrusive surveys.  The 
principal features revealed were discrete features; the majority pits.  
The geophysical survey recorded discrete features in this area of the 
site and suggested that some might be natural and/or represent tree 
hollows.  This accords with the trial trenching.  The features were 
largely devoid of finds, some might represent natural features and Tree 
Hollow F3034 was recorded in Trench 14.  Only Pit F3027 (Trench 9) 
contained two sherds of ?Iron Age pottery.  Comparable to the field 



walking which recorded sparse struck flint, no struck flint was found 
during the evaluation; just a fragment of burnt flint from Pit F3027. 
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The terminus of a single undated ditch was observed in one evaluation 
trench during the strip and trenching along the line of the proposed 
storm drain. No artefacts other than sparse modern debris were 
recovered from the topsoil/subsoil during the monitoring of the 
groundworks. 
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Description: Trench 1 contained evidence of wheel ruts and a modern 
pit.
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Description: Trench 2 contained Pits F4004 and F4008; Ditches 
F4006, F4010 and F4012; and a modern feature.  Pit F4004 contained 
post-medieval CBM (9g).  The other features contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 3 contained Pits F4014 and F4016.  The features 
contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 4 contained Pit F4030, and Ditch Terminals 
F4032, F4034, F4036 and F4038.  The features contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 5 contained Pits F4018, 4020, and F4026; ?Pit 
F4028, and Ditches F4022 and F4024.  The features contained no 
finds.
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Description: Trench 6 contained Pits F4040, F4042 and F4044, and 
Ditch F4046.  The features contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 7 contained no archaeological features of finds�
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Description: Trench 8 contained Ditches F4048, F4050 and F4118, 
Ditch Terminal F2052, and Pit F4120.  The features contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 9 contained Pits F4054, F4056, F4058 and F4078,   
and parallel Ditches F4080 and F4082. The features contained no 
finds.
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Description: Trench 10 contained Pits F4060, F4062 and F4064; 
Ditches F4066, F4070 and F4072; and Ditch Terminal F4068. The 
features contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 11 contained Ditch F4074 and Pit F4076.  The 
features contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 12 contained no archaeological features or finds 
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Description: Trench 13 contained no archaeological features or finds.  
The cropmark at the western end of Trench 13 was not evident. 
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Description: Trench 14 contained no archaeological features or finds.  
The cropmark at the southern end of Trench 14 was not evident. 
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Description: Trench 15 contained Ditches F4086 and F4092; and Ditch 
Terminals F4088, F4090 and F4094.  Ditch Terminal F4088 contained 
animal bone.  The other features contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 16 contained no archaeological features or finds 
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Description: Trench 17 contained no archaeological features or finds 
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Description: Trench 18 contained no archaeological features or finds 
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Description: Trench 19 contained Ditch Terminal F4084 The feature 
contained no finds. 
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Description: Trench 20 contained Ditch Terminals F4096, F4098, 
F4100, F4104 and F4110; Pits F4102, F4106, F4108 and F4114; 
Ditches F4112 and F4116.  The numerous features contained no finds. 
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APPENDIX 1 - Concordance of Finds

ENF145639 - P4837,  Phase 3, Land at Wheat Croft Farm, Bradwell

Feature Context Segment Trench Description Spot Date       
(Pot Only)
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Wheatcroft Farm, Bradwell, Norfolk (P4837)

Phase 3






















