
© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2020 

Land behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn Road, Gayton, Norfolk



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2020 

Land behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn Road, Gayton, Norfolk

Desk-based assessments and environmental impact assessments 
Historic building recording and appraisals 

Trial trench evaluations 
Geophysical surveys 

Archaeological monitoring and recording 
Archaeological excavations 

Post excavation analysis 
Promotion and outreach 

Specialist analysis 



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2020 

Land behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn Road, Gayton, Norfolk

OASIS SUMMARY SHEET 

SUMMARY 

1 INTRODUCTION 

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

3 TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

5 METHODOLOGY 

6 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS 

7 CONFIDENCE RATING 

8 DEPOSIT MODEL 

9 DISCUSSION 

DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2020 

Land behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn Road, Gayton, Norfolk

Land behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn Road, Gayton, 
Norfolk

In March 2020, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out archaeological mitigatory work, 
commencing with informative trial trenching, on land behind the Rampant Horse PH, Lynn Road, 
Gayton, Norfolk (NGR TF 7247 1935; Figs. 1 & 2).  The work was required as the first stage of the 
requirements of a programme of archaeological work in compliance with a planning condition 
attached to planning approval for the construction of 24  dwellings (Kings Lynn Council Planning 
Ref. 15/01946/OM).  It was required by the local planning authority based on the advice of Norfolk 
County Council Historic Environment Service (NCC HES) 

Quite clearly the archaeological features are concentrated in the western half of the site 
(Trenches 1- 5), and here the features are dense Trench 1 (12); 2: (5); 3: (13); 4: (7); and 5 (6).  
The features are predominantly ditches but include `settlement type’ features comprising gullies 
and pits.  Post Holes were recorded, for example, in Trench 5 (F1096 and F1098) and these may 
be indicative of structures.  Fragmentary layers, L1070 (Trench 3) and L1018 (Trench 4), were 
present.  Pit F1094 (Trench 5) is curious for its sub-rectangular shape which may be indicative of 
a `process’.  Pit F1010 (Trench 4) was large and may represent a quarry pit.   

A residual sherd of Samian was found in Ditch F1006, and residual Roman CBM was present in 
Pit F1008 (Trench 4) and Ditch F1086 (Trench 3).  

The date of the features is consistently 11th – 12th / 13th century, except Ditch F1052 (Trench 2) 
which contained late 17th – 19th century pottery.  Generally 1 – 5 sherds of medieval pottery was 
present within features.  Ditch Terminal F1016 (Trench 4) and Ditch F1086 (Trench 3) contained 
15 and 9 sherds respectively.  Small quantities of finds were associated with the medieval 
features and comprise animal bone and shell, and an iron fragment.  The latter is the broken part 
of a door latch mechanism and may be intrusive as it likely dates from the 15th century onwards.   

N TBC
7613 ENF 144516 
Archaeological mitigatory work 
Area of archaeological potential 
Pasture
Residential development 
11th – 13th century ditches and pits 
11th – 13th century assemblages 

Norfolk West Norfolk Gayton 
Norfolk Historic Environment Record 
-
0.917 ha. 
TF 7247 1935 
c. 18m AOD 

Norfolk County Council Historic Environment Service 
Dan Ryan 
Orwell Housing Association 
Land behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn Road, Gayton, 
Norfolk.  Informative Trial Trenching as Part of a 
Programme of Archaeological Mitigatory Work 
Higgs, K. 
6013
March 2020; revised April 2020 
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In March 2020, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out archaeological 
mitigatory work, commencing with informative trial trenching, on land behind 
the Rampant Horse PH, Lynn Road, Gayton, Norfolk (NGR TF 7247 1935; 
Figs. 1 & 2).  The work was required as the first stage of the requirements of a 
programme of archaeological work in compliance with a planning condition 
attached to planning approval for the construction of 24  dwellings (Kings Lynn 
Council Planning Ref. 15/01946/OM).  It was required by the local planning 
authority based on the advice of Norfolk County Council Historic Environment 
Service (NCC HES) 

The Norfolk Historic Environment Record notes the site lies within an area of 
archaeological potential, specifically in the historic settlement core of Gayton.  
Cropmarks surrounding the village attest to medieval settlement evidence, 
including medieval earthworks seen on an aerial photographs only 100m to 
the south of the site (HER 35473).

Relatively little is known about the history and development of the former 
Rampant Horse public house, which stands to the immediate north-east of the 
site.  It is not listed in the HER database and local history sources suggest the 
former Rampant Horse public house existed by at least 1808 as the Black 
Horse, there is no evidence to suggest that its buildings extended into the site.  
Furthermore, historic cartographic sources, including the 1839 parish of 
Gayton tithe map and 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1880, consistently 
depict the site as undeveloped agricultural land located to the rear of 
properties fronting Lynn Road. 

Quite clearly the archaeological features are concentrated in the western half 
of the site (Trenches 1- 5), and here the features are dense Trench 1 (12); 2: 
(5); 3: (13); 4: (7); and 5 (6).  The features are predominantly ditches but 
include `settlement type’ features comprising gullies and pits.  Post Holes 
were recorded, for example, in Trench 5 (F1096 and F1098) and these may 
be indicative of structures.  Fragmentary layers, L1070 (Trench 3) and L1018 
(Trench 4), were present.  Pit F1094 (Trench 5) is curious for its sub-
rectangular shape which may be indicative of a `process’.  Pit F1010 (Trench 
4) was large and may represent a quarry pit.   

A residual sherd of Samian Ware was found in Ditch F1006, and residual 
Roman CBM was present in Pit F1008 (Trench 4) and Ditch F1086 (Trench 
3).
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The date of the features is consistently 11th – 12th / 13th century, except Ditch 
F1052 (Trench 2) which contained late 17th – 19th century pottery.  Generally 1 
– 5 sherds of medieval pottery was present within features.  Ditch Terminal 
F1016 (Trench 4) and Ditch F1086 (Trench 3) contained 15 and 9 sherds 
respectively.  Small quantities of finds were associated with the medieval 
features and comprise animal bone and shell, and an iron fragment.  The 
latter is the broken part of a door latch mechanism and may be intrusive as it 
likely dates from the 15th century onwards.

Brief for Informative Trenching as part of a Programme of 
Archaeological Mitigatory Works at Land Behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn 
Road, Gayton, Norfolk

Standards
and Guidance for an Archaeological Evaluation

Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England 
Standards for Development-led Archaeological Projects in 

Norfolk et al.

Planning Policy Context 
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Prehistoric 

Romano-British
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Anglo-Saxon 

'Gaega's enclosure
'farmstead where goats are kept

Medieval

Post-medieval and later 
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pro forma
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Description: Trench 1 contained Pits F1030, F1046 and F1048; Gully F1032; 
and eight ditches.  Gully F1032 and Ditches F1038 and F1044 contained 11th

– 12th / 13th century pottery.
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Description: Trench 2 contained Ditches F1050, F1052 and F1056; Ditch 
Terminal F1054; and Pit F1058.  Ditches F1050 and F1056, Ditch Terminal 
F1054, and Pit F1059 contained 11th – 12th century pottery.  Ditch F1052 was 
later and contained late 17th – 19th century pottery.     
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Description: Trench 3 contained Pits F1064, F1066, F1071, F1082 and 
F1084; Layer L1070; and Ditches F1062, F1068, F1074, F1076, F1078, 
F1080 and F1086.  Ditches F1062, F1080 and F1086 and Pit F1071 
contained 11th – 12th / 13th century pottery.
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Description: Trench 4 contained Ditch F1006; Ditch Terminal F1016; Pit 
F1008, Quarry Pit F1010, ?Pit F1014; Gully F1019 and Layer L018.  Gully 
F1019, Ditches F1006 and F1016, and Pit F1008 contained 11th – 12th / 13th

century pottery.
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Description: Trench 5 contained Ditches F1088 and F1092.  F1088 was re-
cut: F1090 and F1100.  The trench also contained Post Holes F1096 and 
F1098; and Pit F1094.  Re-cut Ditch F1100 and Pit F1094 contained 11th – 
12th / 13th century pottery.
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Description: Trench 6 contained undated Ditches F1021 and F1023. 
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Description: Trench 7 contained undated Ditch F1004. 

Description: Trench 8 contained no archaeological features or finds.

Description: Trench 9 contained no archaeological features or finds.
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may
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British Geological Survey, Geology of 
Britain Viewer

Domesday Book: Norfolk

Standards and Guidance 
for an Archaeological Evaluation.  
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Archaeological Evaluation at Wells Wondy Lane, 
Gayton, Norfolk.

Dictionary of English Place-Names

et al. Standards for Development-led Archaeological 
Projects in Norfolk.

Soils of South East England 
(sheet 4).

Soil Survey of England and 
Wales: Legend for the 1:250,000 Soil Map of England and Wales.  
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Peter Thompson 

Table 1: Quantification of sherds by period 
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Table 2: Quantification of pottery by context  

A
Standard for Pottery Studies in Archaeology

Medieval Pottery in Britain AD 900-1600

Andrew Peachey 

Andrew Peachey 

c
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Julie Curl

Quantification, provenance and preservation 
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Julie Curl 



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2020 

Land behind the Rampant Horse, Lynn Road, Gayton, Norfolk

Animal Bones and Archaeology, Guidelines for best 
practice

A rapid method for recording information about mammal bones from 
archaeological sites. 

Mammal bones and teeth.

.  Teeth. 

British Bivalve shells: Handbook for identification

Oyster shells from archaeological sites. A brief guide to basic 
processing and recording.  
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Dr John Summers 

Introduction

Methods

et al.

Results

Hordeum Triticum aestivum/ 
turgidum Avena Secale cereale

Galium Fallopia 
convolulus
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Carychium Cochlicopa Oxychilus Trichia hispida
Vitrea Succinea/

Oxyloma Anisus leucostoma Lymnaea 
truncatula

Conclusions

References 

Digital Seed Atlas of the 
Netherlands. Groningen Archaeological Studies Volume 4

Identification of Cereal Remains from Archaeological Sites

Atlas of the Land and Freshwater Molluscs of Britain and 
Ireland

A Field Guide to Land Snails of 
Britain and North-West Europe
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Archaeological Solutions Ltd

Scale 1:25,000 at A4

Fig. 1   Site location plan

Reproduced  from  the Ordnance2013
Survey   1:25000   map   with   the
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery

Office. Crown   copyrightÓ
Archaeological Solutions Ltd
Licence  number  100036680 Land off Lynn Road, Gayton 7613)(P

N

SITE














