
Summary 

Between April 2017 and July 2018, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) conducted an 
archaeological excavation on land at Pynesfield, Rickmansworth, adjacent to a site at 
Denham Park Farm previously excavated by AS between 2012 and 2017 Both sites are 
located within the Colne Valley, in an area that is considered to be archaeologically prolific 
for many periods. To the west, the excavation at Denham Park Farm recorded prehistoric 
struck flints and late Bronze Age and Romano-British features. The Pynesfield and Denham 
Park Farm sites represent two separate windows on to prehistoric and Romano-British 
activity on flanks of the valley of the river Colne. Activity at Pynesfield appears to be 
peripheral to the main focus of settlement particularly in the late Bronze/early Iron Age and 
the Romano-British periods. The activity at Denham was also considered peripheral, 
although perhaps less so than the current site, and it may be suggested that the main focus 
of occupation in these periods was located somewhere between the two sites. Activity 
preceding the late Bronze Age was limited to a small number of pits, perhaps representing 
episodic occupation of the area.

Following Roman occupation, there is no evidence of activity until the medieval period. This 
consisted of a series of ditches distributed across the site. Within the southern part of the 
site, a greater concentration of ditches can be seen to form an enclosure, possibly for the 
containment of animals. Post-medieval archaeology can be seen represent continued use 
and adaptation of this enclosure, the addition of new enclosures and the first evidence for 
gravel or chalk extraction. 
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Table 1 The phases of activity represented at Pynesfield, Maple Cross, Rickmansworth

Phase 1.1 Early Neolithic
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Phase 1. The other prehistoric features



Phase 2. Roman boundaries
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Phase 4. Post-medieval 
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