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Moat House Farm, land at Wyverstone Road, Long 
Thurlow, Badwell Ash, Suffolk 

In June 2020, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological evaluation 
of land Moat House Farm, Wyverstone Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash, Suffolk (NGR 
TM 013 682; Figs. 1 & 2).  The evaluation was undertaken in compliance with the initial 
requirement of a planning condition attached to planning approval for the construction of 
three dwellings with associated parking, amenity space and shared driveway following 
demolition of agricultural buildings (Mid Suffolk Approval Ref. DC/17/06268).  It was 
required by the local planning authority base on the advice of Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service (SCC AS). 

The earliest feature was potentially Pit F1013 (Trench 1) which contained a light to 
moderately abraded medieval cooking pot rim of late 12th-14th centuries date.  That said, 
one sherd does not date a feature.   

The evaluation revealed two large linear features that may represent the western (F1007 
Trench 2) and southern (F1024 Trench 3) arms of the moat, infilled in the 18th-19th

centuries to allow for the construction of a range of farm buildings and yard. The 
southern wall (M1004) of one of the former farm buildings was revealed on the northern 
edge of Trench 3. The wall was largely constructed from flint cobbles but had brick-built 
corners, and a sample of these bricks was dated to the 18th-19th century.  Moat Ditch 
D1024 contained an oak plank which likely formed part of the internal fittings of an 
agricultural structure or outbuilding. 

An undated pit (F1029) and undated ditch (F1035) were present in Trench 3.  Though 
undated they post-date the moat ditch (F1024) and its re-cut (F1026), and therefore date 
from the post-medieval period onwards. 
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In June 2020, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out an archaeological 
evaluation of land Moat House Farm, Wyverstone Road, Long Thurlow, 
Badwell Ash, Suffolk (NGR TM 013 682; Figs. 1 & 2).  The evaluation was 
undertaken in compliance with the initial requirement of a planning condition 
attached to planning approval for the construction of three dwellings with 
associated parking, amenity space and shared driveway following demolition 
of agricultural buildings (Mid Suffolk Approval Ref. DC/17/06268).  It was 
required by the local planning authority base on the advice of Suffolk County 
Council Archaeological Service (SCC AS). 

The earliest feature was potentially Pit F1013 (Trench 1) which contained a 
light to moderately abraded medieval cooking pot rim of late 12th-14th

centuries date.  That said, one sherd does not date a feature.

The evaluation revealed two large linear features that may represent the 
western (F1007 Trench 2) and southern (F1024 Trench 3) arms of the moat, 
infilled in the 18th-19th centuries to allow for the construction of a range of farm 
buildings and yard. The southern wall (M1004) of one of the former farm 
buildings was revealed on the northern edge of Trench 3. The wall was largely 
constructed from flint cobbles but had brick-built corners, and a sample of 
these bricks was dated to the 18th-19th century.  Moat Ditch D1024 contained 
an oak plank which likely formed part of the internal fittings of an agricultural 
structure or outbuilding. 

An undated pit (F1029) and undated ditch (F1035) were present in Trench 3.  
Though undated they post-date the moat ditch (F1024) and its re-cut (F1026), 
and therefore date from the post-medieval period onwards. 
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Brief for a Trenched Archaeological Evaluation at 
Land at Wyverstone Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash

Standards and Guidance for an Archaeological 
Evaluation Standards for Field Archaeology in 
the East of England 

Requirements for a Trenched Evaluation

Planning Policy Context 
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c.

Prehistoric & Romano-British  

Anglo-Saxon 

Bada's stream near the field with ash trees
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Medieval

REG DOURIVIAG
c

Post-medieval and later 
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The site 

Cutcheys Farm
Green Farm

Cutcheys Farm Green Farm

Cutcheys Farm 

a most compact well-wooded and valuable estate, called Cutchey’s
comprising a Genteel Residence, excellent gardens and Orchards (moated 

nearly round, and most pleasantly situated) with all the agricultural and other 
outbuildings. and 110 acres of superior land which with the house and 

buildings (except about 13A.) are all Freehold
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‘This estate which has been more than a century in the late Mr Cutchey’s 
family, is a most desirable property either for occupation or investment, as an 
excellent tenant may be obtained for a term of years at an appropriate rent’. 

Cutcheys Farm

Cutcheys Farm

pro forma
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Description: Trench 1 contained Pit F1013 and a natural channel (F1015).  
F1013 contained a sherd of medieval (12th – 14th century) pottery. 
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Description: Trench 2 contained a large ?linear feature (F1007) that may 
represent the western arm of the moat.  F1007 contained late 17th-mid 18th

centuries CBM.  The trench also contained a land drain (F1019), and natural 
features (F1021).  The latter were likely tree hollows. 
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Description: Trench 3 contained the possible continuation of the southern arm 
of the moat ditch (F1024) and was re-cut (F1026).  CBM from F1024 and also 
from F1026 is dated to the mid 18th-19th centuries (CBM report below).  The 
trench also contained an undated possible pit (F1029) that post-dated the 
moat but pre-dated a wall footing (M1005).  A small undated ditch (F1035) 
that pre-dated a modern wall (M1004) and a modern service trench, was also 
recorded.
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in situ
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British Geological Survey, Geology of 
Britain Viewer

Standards and Guidance 
for an Archaeological Evaluation.  

Vernacular Architecture

Survey of Suffolk Parish History

Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England.  

Dictionary of English Place-Names

The Domesday Book: Suffolk

Requirements for a Trenched Evaluation

Soils of South East England 
(sheet 4).
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Soil Survey of England and 
Wales: Legend for the 1:250,000 Soil Map of England and Wales.  

Moat Farmhouse, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash
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Peter Thompson 

Table 1: Quantification of pottery by context 

A
Standard for Pottery Studies in Archaeology

Andrew Peachey 
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Dr John Summers 

Quercus

Side 1: 
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Side 2: 

Dr John Summers 

Introduction

Methods
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et al.

Results

Triticum aestivum/ turgidum
Secale cereale

Ranunculus 
arvensis Raphanus raphanistrum Agrostemma 
githago Aethusa cynapium
Anthemis cotula

Papaver rhoeas/ dubium
Persicaria Polygonum aviculare Rumex

Siilene Stellaria media
Chenopodium Atriplex Carduus/ Cirsium

Sonchus asper

Rubus Prunus
Ajuga 

reptans

Ranunculus acris/ bulbosum

Prunella vulgaris Origanum vulgare
Daphnia Mentha aquatica

Lymnaea truncatula
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Urtica dioica Persicaria Polygonum aviculare
Rumex Siilene Stellaria 

media Chenopodium Atriplex
Lamium Carduus/ Cirsium Sonchus

arvensis Sonchus asper
Fagus sylvatica

Corylus avellana Sambucus nigra

Rosa arvensis Rubus

Ranunculus acris/ bulbosus Prunella vulgaris
Daucus carota

Carex

Daphnia
Lymnaea truncatula

Dapnia

Conclusions

References 

Digital Seed Atlas of the 
Netherlands. Groningen Archaeological Studies Volume 4

Identification of Cereal Remains from Archaeological Sites
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Atlas of the Land and Freshwater Molluscs of Britain and 
Ireland

A Field Guide to Land Snails of 
Britain and North-West Europe
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Moat House Farm, land at Wyverstone Road, Long Thurlow, Badwell Ash, Suffolk
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in situ 

4.2 Research Design
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et al
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Research and Archaeology:  A 
Framework for the Eastern Counties. 2. Research Agenda and Strategy

Research and Archaeology:  A Framework for the 
Eastern Counties. 1. Resource Assessment, 

 Revised East Anglian Archaeological 
Research Frameworks,

Research and Archaeology revisited: a revised 
framework for the East of England
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 Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Evaluations (revised 2014) and Standard and Guidelines for 
Historic Environment Desk-based Assessment 

Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England
Requirements for a Trenched Evaluation

Environmental Archaeology; A guide to the theory and 
practice of methods, from sampling and recovery to post-excavation,

c
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Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History

Conservation Guideline No.2
Deposition of Archaeological Archives in Suffolk 

Conservation 
Guidelines No.2
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Notification 

Monitoring
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Buried Soils 
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Environmental Archaeology, a guide to the theory and practice of methods, 
from sampling and recovery to post-excavation
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Domestic mammalian stock, domestic birds and harvest fish
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Small animal bones
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Qualifications

Experience

Oxoniensia 

Qualifications
Experience
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Experience: 

Experience:

Qualifications
Experience

Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology & History
Medieval 

Archaeology Northamptonshire Archaeology
Proceedings of the Suffolk 

Institute of Archaeology). 



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2020 

Qualifications: 
Experience: 

Qualifications: 
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Qualifications: 

Experience: 

Qualifications: 

Experience: 

Archaeological Survey Geophysics Advanced GIS

Qualifications: 
   

Experience: 

GIS in Archaeology Virtual Reality in Archaeology. 

Skånes Hembygsdörening Project Ygdrasil
Project Siena University Spatial Analysis Project
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Experience: 

Qualifications: 

Experience: 

Tell es-Safi Archaeological Project

Qualifications

Experience: 

Burwell Museum 
and Windmill Trust
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Qualifications: 

 
Experience: 

Qualifications: 

Experience: 
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Qualifications:

Experience:     

East Anglian Archaeology

Qualifications:

Experience: 
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TRANS: Trans –Regional and –National Studies of 
Southeast Asia

Qualifications: 

Experience:     
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Qualifications:

Experience:  

Essex Archaeology and History 2008, Vol 39); 
Norfolk Archaeology 2012, Vol 46

East Anglian Archaeology 2016 Vol 157
Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology and 

History 2018, Vol 21
(Norfolk Archaeology 2014 Vol 48

Records of Buckinghamshire 2018, Volume 58 part 1
forthcoming

Qualifications:

Experience:     
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Qualifications: 

Experience: 
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Qualifications

Experience:

Case Bastione Project

National Heritage Training Group

Experience: 

Qualifications:

Experience:  
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Qualifications
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Qualifications
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Fig. 1   Site location plan
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Fig. 3   Hodskinson’s map, 1783
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Fig. 4 OS map, 1886
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Fig. 5 OS map, 1904
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Fig. 9   Moat detail on OS map, 1886
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