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Land north of 52 Chapelfield Road, Guyhirn, 
Cambridgeshire

 In December 2019 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological excavation of 
land north of 52 Chapelfield Road, Guyhirn, Cambridgeshire (NGR TF 4005 0419). Prior to 
excavation, the site was subject to a trial trench evaluation (Browne and Clarke 2019) which 
recorded several linear features and pits which contained briquetage, the remnants of the clay 
vessels, tanks, and supports used in saltmaking.  

The excavation revealed further linear features as well as pits and numerous postholes which 
can be rationalised into at least two post-built structures. Further briquetage was recovered in 
fairly substantial amounts and ash and charcoal rich fills were recorded in several of the 
features. However, no  saltmaking vessels were recorded and no hearths or other 
features to represent primary evidence of saltmaking were recorded. Environmental analysis 
was carried out to determine whether or not the ditch features that were present could 
represent feeder channels for bringing salt-water to the site. No indication of saline conditions 
was recorded in these samples. The site appears to have been used for the deposition of 
remains associated with saltmaking but not to have been the location at which this practice 
took place. It appears likely that the site may have had an ancillary function associated with the 
saltmaking industry. 

The identification of saltmaking debris at this site, alongside the previous identification of a 
possible saltern site, through fieldwalking and aerial photography, to the north-east, suggests 
that further evidence of saltmaking must exist in the surrounding area; perhaps further 
examples of the deposition of saltmaking debris but also the locations at which saltmaking 
actually took place.
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SUMMARY 

In December 2019 Archaeological Solutions (AS) carried out an archaeological 
excavation of land north of 52 Chapelfield Road, Guyhirn, Cambridgeshire (NGR TF 
4005 0419). Prior to excavation, the site was subject to a trial trench evaluation 
(Browne and Clarke 2019) which recorded several linear features and pits which 
contained briquetage, the remnants of the clay vessels, tanks, and supports used in 
saltmaking.  

The excavation revealed further linear features as well as pits and numerous 
postholes which can be rationalised into at least two post-built structures. Further 
briquetage was recovered in fairly substantial amounts and ash and charcoal rich fills 
were recorded in several of the features. However, no  saltmaking vessels 
were recorded and no hearths or other features to represent primary evidence of 
saltmaking were recorded. Environmental analysis was carried out to determine 
whether or not the ditch features that were present could represent feeder channels 
for bringing salt-water to the site. No indication of saline conditions was recorded in 
these samples. The site appears to have been used for the deposition of remains 
associated with saltmaking but not to have been the location at which this practice 
took place. It appears likely that the site may have had an ancillary function 
associated with the saltmaking industry. 

The identification of saltmaking debris at this site, alongside the previous 
identification of a possible saltern site, through fieldwalking and aerial photography, 
to the north-east, suggests that further evidence of saltmaking must exist in the 
surrounding area; perhaps further examples of the deposition of saltmaking debris 
but also the locations at which saltmaking actually took place. 
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Table  2. Sub-Phase 1 features 
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Table 6. Sub-Phase 5 features



Table 7. Deposits overlying F1060 and F1061 and the undated F1059 



Table 8. Sub-Phase 6 features 
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Table 9. Constituent features of St1112 

Table 10. Constituent features of St1179



Table 11. Features possibly associated with St1112 
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Table 12. Other features of possible Romano-British date 



Table 13. Later features 
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Table 15. Quantification of Roman fabric types 
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Table 18. Quantification of the faunal remains by feature type, weight and count 





Table 19. Quantification of the faunal remains by feature, species and NISP. 
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Planorbarius
corneus

Table 21.  Quantification of the mollusc assemblage 

Species

Planorbarius Corneus) 
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