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8 CHURCH AVENUE, AMPTHILL, BEDFORDSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBSERVATION, INVESTIGATION, 
RECORDING, ANALYSIS AND PUBLICATION 

Summary 

In April, 2010, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) conducted a programme of archaeological 
monitoring and recording at 8 Church Avenue, Ampthill, Bedfordshire (NGR TL 03723 
38118). The monitoring was undertaken during the groundworks associated with the 
construction of a single story rear extension (Central Bedfordshire Council Planning Approval 
Ref. CB09/06693/FULL). 

The house lies within Ampthill, on the southern side of Church Street, within the core of the 
medieval town. Recent excavations in Ampthill have also yielded Saxon remains, although 
the evidence is scant. 

The monitoring comprised the observation of the ground reduction across the footprint of the 
extension, and the excavation of a continuous foundation trench. No archaeological features 
or finds were present.
�
�
1 INTRODUCTION 
�
343� �-��+�&��1.3.���"�� �� �:&"�������&�-��$ �,�"� ��& '�������+��:��== ��%�
��"�� ���:&"����?� �7��&�-��&-7 ��&:��&�-�� � "��'&-:���-��@� &���-'�+�?�&"�� &�-����2�
����"���7 -� ���=+ ��&����� '%� �'��&� �$�
���	�./ 01/�/2332E�#&:�4�3 �*�1,4���� �
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$� -������ '%��'��&� ����-"&�����--&-:�� %����.9A.BB9/A#�		E�#&:4�0,4�
�
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in the East of England�$
��- @�1../,4�
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Planning policy context 
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�-'��-' ����-'&-:��%�����+������-'��� �=�) ���&��+�?�&"�@��7�&��?� �������'�? ���) -� �
+���&"�����@�(� � ���� �&��: ���� ��&�����? �����4�
�
�
2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE�
�
143� �� ��&� �&� ���"�� '��� �2�����"� � �7 -� ���=+��&����� '% ��'��&� ��(&��&-���  �
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3 TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
�
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
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1
Footprint of house extension stripped of 
paving stones. Looking north east. 

� 2
North-east corner of foundation trench from 
above. Looking south. 
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3
Sample section 1. Looking north. 

� 4
Sample section 2. Looking east. 
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5
Sample section 3. Looking south. 

� 6
Excavated foundations. Looking south 
west.
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Fig. 1 Site location plan
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