








































The Faunal R
em

ains
B

y Julie C
url 

Introduction
A

 total of 478g of bone w
as recovered from

 excavations at 22, R
aym

ond 
S

treet. 
The 

assem
blage 

consists 
of 

the 
rem

ains 
of 

the 
m

ain 
dom

estic 
m

am
m

als, along w
ith a kitten; som

e sm
all quantities of probable hornw

orking 
w

aste w
ere also identified. 

M
ethodology

The assessm
ent w

as carried out follow
ing a m

odified version of guidelines by 
E

nglish H
eritage (D

avis, 1992).
A

ll of the bone w
as scanned to determ

ine 
range of species and elem

ents present. A
 note w

as also m
ade of butchering 

and any indications of skinning, hornw
orking and other m

odifications. W
hen 

possible a record w
as m

ade of ages and any other relevant inform
ation, such 

as 
pathologies. 

C
ounts 

and 
w

eights 
w

ere 
noted 

for 
each 

context 
w

ith 
additional counts for each species identified, counts w

ere also taken of bone 
classed as ‘countable’ (D

avis, 1992) and m
easureable bone.  A

ll inform
ation 

w
as recorded directly into E

xcel for quantification and assessm
ent. A

 basic 
catalogue is included in the w

ritten report and the full assessm
ent database is 

available in the digital archive.

The faunal assem
blage 

Q
uantification, provenance and preservation

A
 total of 478g of bone, consisting of forty-three pieces, w

as found at this site. 
The rem

ains w
ere recovered from

 six contexts w
ithin four features. The 

contexts w
ere m

ainly pit fills, w
ith rem

ains produced from
 one subsoil layer. 

The rem
ains from

 the pit fills w
ere m

ostly of a 13
th to 15

th century date range, 
w

ith the bone from
 the P

it F1010 L1011 associated w
ith ceram

ics of a 12
th to 

14
th century date. Q

uantification of the faunal assem
blage by feature num

ber 
and feature type can be seen in Tables 1 and 2.

Feature type 
Feature

P
it fill 

S
ubsoil 

Total

1001 
 

1 
1 

1003 
29 

 
29 

1010 
10 

 
10 

1014 
3 

 
3 

Total 
42 

1 
43 

Table 1. Q
uantification of the faunal assem

blage by  
num

ber of fragm
ents, feature num

ber and feature type. 

The rem
ains are in good sound condition, although the assem

blage is 
fragm

ented throughout from
 butchering. S

om
e gnaw

ing (canid and rodent) 
w

as evident in all three fills in pit [1003], and a sheep phalange show
ed acid 

erosion and gnaw
ing that w

ould indicate its passing through the digestive 
system

 of a dog; all of w
hich w

ould suggest that the m
eat w

aste w
as available 

for scavengers for a tim
e before burial. Three fragm

ents of burnt bone w
ere 



seen in P
it F1003 L1006, these w

ere burnt to varying degrees, w
ith these 

fragm
ents likely to be from

 fire and cooking w
aste disposal.

Type
Feature

P
it fill 

S
ubsoil 

Total

1001 
 

17g 
17g 

1003 
337g 

 
337g 

1010 
87g 

 
87g 

1014 
37g 

 
37g 

Total 
461g 

17g 
478g 

Table 2. Q
uantification of the faunal assem

blage by  
w

eight, feature num
ber and feature type 

S
pecies range and m

odifications and other observations 
Five species w

ere identified during the assessm
ent, all of w

hich are likely to 
be of dom

estic origin. The m
ost frequently identified species is sheep/goat, 

w
hich included tw

o horncores identified as sheep. C
attle and equid w

ere seen 
in low

 num
bers, along w

ith a single bone from
 pig/boar; the porcine bone is 

m
ost likely to be dom

estic pig, but given that W
ild B

oar w
ere still in existence 

in E
ast A

nglia until at least the 16
th century, boar cannot be ruled out. In 

addition to the food and transport m
am

m
als, a single m

andible of a young 
kitten, w

hich died at around 3-6 m
onths old, w

as also found in pit [1003], fill 
(1006). Q

uantification of the species present and the undiagnostic m
am

m
al 

bone by feature can be seen in Table 3.

Feature
S

pecies 
1001 

1003 
1010 

1014 
S

pecies 
Totals

C
attle 

 
2 

 
 

2 
E

quid 
 

 
1 

 
1 

Feline 
 

1 
 

 
1 

M
am

m
al 

 
18 

6 
 

24 
P

ig/B
oar 

 
1 

 
 

1 
S

heep/goat 
1 

7 
3 

3 
14 

Feature
Totals

1 
29 

10 
3 

43 

Table 3. Q
uantification (N

IS
P

) of species by feature num
ber. 

A
 good deal of the sheep/goat, cattle and porcine bone had been butchered 

w
ith chops from

 division of the carcass into joints of m
eat and som

e finer knife 
cuts from

  rem
oval of the m

eat. S
heep horncores w

ere found in L1001 and 
F1010 L1011, both of w

hich had been chopped and cut, indicating their 
probable use for hornw

orking.

C
onclusions  

This is a sm
all assem

blage that is largely derived from
 the butchering and 

food w
aste, w

ith sparse rem
ains of other dom

estic or w
orking m

am
m

als. 
P

roportionally, there is a m
uch larger am

ount of sheep/goat, but this w
ould be 

expected from
 an E

ast A
nglian tow

n that w
ould have been producing sheep 



for the w
ool trade in M

edieval tim
es. In the M

edieval period the sheep had 
becom

e one of the m
ost im

portant anim
als (A

lbarella, 1997), providing m
ilk, 

dung (for crop m
anure) and fleeces during its life and a supply of m

eats, hides 
and other by-products like horn after death. H

ornw
orking w

aste w
as identified 

in this assem
blage, w

ith the horn being used for item
s such as com

bs, 
lanterns and spoons. 

The assem
blage is sim

ilar to other sm
all assem

blages from
 other urban sites 

of this period, including those seen in Thetford (C
url, 2005 &

 2006), w
hich 

w
ere also dom

inated by the rem
ains of sheep. 

The kitten recovered from
 P

it F1003 m
ay have been a death of a dom

estic 
anim

al, either a pet or, m
ore likely, a cat kept for pest control. It is possible in 

an urban area that this m
ay have been from

 the cull of excess feral cats that 
w

ould have populated the area at this tim
e. S

uch cats are often used for fur, 
although there w

as no obvious skinning on the jaw
 in this assem

blage. 
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Appendix

Catalogue of the faunal remains recovered from P4237, 22 Raymond Street, Thetford, Norfolk. 
Listed in context order.   A full catalogue is available as an Excel file. 

Key: 
NISP = Number of Individual Species elements Present 
Age – a = adult, j = juvenile (older than 1 month) 
Butchering = c = cut, ch = chopped 
Working = Probable working waste 
Gnaw = gnawing; c = canid, r = rodent 
Burnt = burnt remains; b = burnt black, w = burnt white

Context Feature Ctxt 
Qty 

Wt 
(g)

Species NISP Age Element range Butchering Working Gnaw R/C/F Burnt B.Col Comments 

1001 1001 1 17 Sheep/goat 1 a sheep horncore ch 1     sheep horncore - working 
waste 

1004 1003 2 24 Sheep/goat 2 j tibia, mandible c, ch  1 c    
1006 1003 22 256 Pig/Boar 1 a femur c, ch       
1006 1003   Sheep/goat 5 a pph, jaw, MC c, ch  2 c   PPH eroded - ?been through 

dogs digestive system 
1006 1003   Feline 1 j mandible       young kitten - c.3-6 mths 
1006 1003   Mammal 8   c, ch       
1006 1003   Mammal 7   ch    3 b-w  
1008 1003 5 57 Cattle 2 a rib, tibia c, ch  1 r    
1008 1003   Mammal 3          
1011 1010 10 87 Sheep/goat 3 a tibia, femur, 

horn
c, ch 1     Sheep horncore 

1011 1010   Equid 1 a lower premolar       pony size 
1011 1010   Mammal 6          
1015 1014 3 37 Sheep/goat 3 a upper & lower 

jaw 
ch       






















