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Summary 

 
A programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording was 

undertaken by Humber Field Archaeology (HFA) during the excavation of a single 

electricity cable trench, at Cottam House and Cottam House Farm, Cottam in the East 

Riding of Yorkshire. 

 

No archaeological features were observed in the trench and no finds were collected. 

The east portion of trench near to Cottam House was notably different from the rest of 

the trench, in that large blocks of weathered chalk were very close to the surface. 

Given the close proximity of the Deserted Medieval Village (DMV) this suggests that 

substantial amounts of earth might have been moved to level the site for the building 

of Cottam House in the 18th century. 
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1. Introduction 
 

This report presents the results of a programme of archaeological observation, 

investigation and recording undertaken by Humber Field Archaeology (HFA) for 

Northern Powergrid (Yorkshire) PLC, during the excavation of a single electricity 

cable trench at Cottam House and Cottam House Farm, Cottam in the East Riding of 

Yorkshire. 

 

Site Code:     WB2014.027 

National Grid Reference:   SE 9940 6469 

SMR Reference:    YE/CONS/17063 

Museum Reference:    ERYMS (BAG): 2014.61 

Scheduled Monument Consent S00069181 

 

 

2. Planning Background 
 

The work associated with this project was carried out by staff from Humber Field 

Archaeology (HFA), in accordance with the archaeological requirements set out in a 

letter produced by The Humber Sites & Monuments Record Office, Date: 3rd June 

2011, SMR Reference: YE/CONS/17063 
 

1 All groundwork should be carried out under continuous archaeological supervision. If 

archaeological deposits are encountered, adequate time should be afforded to investigate these, 

and to enable a full and detailed record of them to be made. 

 

2 Access to the site should be afforded to the Yorkshire Electricity's nominated archaeologist at all 

reasonable times. 

 

3 A minimum of two weeks notice of the commencement of work should be given in writing to 

the Curatorial Section of the Humber Archaeology Partnership and to the Yorkshire Electricity's 

nominated archaeologist. 

 

4 On completion of the work, a report should be produced by the archaeologist and submitted to 

the Humber Archaeology Partnership Sites and Monuments Record. 

 

5. Arrangements should be made for depositing the archive with a local museums service, in line 

with Policy HE12.3 of Planning Policy Statement 5 Planning for the Historic Environment (Dept. 

of Communities & Local Government, March 2010). 

 

Scheduled Monument Consent for the work was granted on the 10th October 2013, 

reference S00069181 (see appendix 2). 

 

 

3. Archaeological Background 
 

The site lies within an extremely sensitive archaeological landscape, adjacent to and 

within the nationally important Scheduled Monument of Cottam Deserted Medieval 

Village (DMV) (SM 32638, HA 1017068). Cottam village was mentioned in the 

Domesday Book and it is likely that it has even earlier, Anglo-Saxon origins. It 

survives today as nationally important earthworks remains of house platforms, 
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hollow-ways and ridge and furrow. Cottam is associated with St John of Beverley, 

who was Bishop of York from AD 705 and is reputed to have cured two of the 

inhabitants of the settlement. Cottam was recorded as Cottun in the Domesday Book 

of 1087, which notes that it had arable land for five plough teams and was held as a 

single manor, valued at 40 shillings, by St Peter’s Church in York from the 

Archbishop of York. It was taxed at 34 shillings for the 1334 Lay Subsidy, which was 

about average for the area, but given 53% relief in 1354 following the hardships that 

were partly caused by the Black Death. Cottam was survey in 1569 when no mention 

of open fields was made, only the existence of closes, which implies that the 

settlement had been largely depopulated by this time. In 1706 there was still a small 

settlement of nine cottages surviving, but in 1719 the owners, the Dean and Chapter 

of York Minster, gave permission for the demolition of all but four cottages ‘as soon 

as conveniently may be’. 

 

 

4. Methodology 
 

The scheme of works comprised the supervision of the excavation of the cable trench. 

A series of three visits were made to the site between the 22nd September and the 

22nd October 2014. 

 

Any exposed areas of subsoil and lower stratigraphic units were examined for 

archaeological deposits. The excavated dimensions of the foundation trenches were 

recorded, as were the depth sequences of any exposed stratigraphy. Where 

archaeological deposits/features were identified, context numbers were assigned and 

detailed descriptions were made, plans and sections were drawn and a photographic 

record was maintained. 

 

 

5. Results 
 

The trench for the cable was around 61m long in total (Figure 2), being generally 

around 0.40m wide, but varying in depth from 0.55m to 0.90m. No archaeological 

features were observed and no finds were collected during the excavation of the 

trench. 

 

The trench could be divided into three parts; the easternmost part within the grounds 

of Cottam House (Plate 1), the central part as it crossed the hollow-way that would 

have served the former village (Plate 3), and the western part where it cut through a 

steep bank at the western edge of the hollow-way and entered the earthworks of the 

DMV. 

 

The eastern portion was around 20m long and was 0.55m deep (Plate 1). Throughout 

the base of the trench there was the un-weathered chalk bedrock (1003), above which 

there was a 0.50m thick layer of chalk brash (1002) and a 0.05m thick layer of a grey 

brown topsoil (1001) (Plate 2). 

 

The central portion was around 15m long and up to 0.90m deep (Plate 3). By the time 

the western part of this portion of trench had been reached there was (1002) in the 
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base, with above it a 0.80m thick layer of chalk fragments in a dark grey brown clay 

silt matrix (1004) (Plate 4). Above the (1004) the topsoil (1001) was some 0.10m 

thick and darker than to the east. 

 

The western portion was 26m long and around 0.90m deep (Plate 5). Throughout the 

base of the trench there was a layer at least 0.70m thick of (1004) with a 0.20m thick 

layer of (1001) above. 

 

 

6. Discussion 
 

The following is solely the opinion of Humber Field Archaeology, and may not reflect 

that of Humber Sites and Monuments Record Office, archaeological advisor to the 

Local Planning Authority (LPA). 

 

The east portion of trench near to Cottam House was notably different from the rest of 

the trench, in that large blocks of weathered chalk were very close to the surface. 

Given the close proximity of the DMV this suggests that substantial amounts of earth 

might have been moved to level the site for the building of Cottam House in the 18th 

century. 
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9. Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 

Context list 

 

(1001)  Grey brown to dark grey brown topsoil, up to 0.20m thick 

(1002)  Chalk brash, 0.50m thick 

(1003)  Chalk bedrock  

(1004)  Chalk fragments in a dark grey brown clay silt matrix, 0.80m thick 
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Appendix 2 

Scheduled Monument Consent 
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Appendix 3 

Archive 

 
Project Details: An archaeological watching brief on the Electricity cable trench excavation, Cottam 

House and Cottam House Farm, Cottam in the East Riding of Yorkshire 

 

Site Code: WB2014.027 

National Grid Reference: SE 9940 6469 

SMR Reference: YE/CONS/17063 

Accession Number or Museum Reference: ERYMS (BAG); 2014.61 

Author:  D. P. Rawson  Date of fieldwork  22.09.14 – 22.10.14 

Report Number. Humber Field Archaeology Watching Brief Report Number: 1426 

December 2104 

 

Quantity  

 

There were no finds 

4x A4 plastic sleeves contain the paper archive 

 

Summary of work 

 

A programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording was undertaken by Humber 

Field Archaeology (HFA) during the excavation of a single electricity cable trench, at Cottam House 

and Cottam House Farm, Cottam in the East Riding of Yorkshire. 

 

No archaeological features were observed in the trench and no finds were collected. The east portion of 

trench near to Cottam House was notably different from the rest of the trench, in that large blocks of 

weathered chalk were very close to the surface. Given the close proximity of the Deserted Medieval 

Village (DMV) this suggests that substantial amounts of earth might have been moved to level the site 

for the building of Cottam House in the 18th century. 

 

Index to Archive  

 

1 Background:  

 

1.1 Correspondence 

1.2 Scheduled Monument Consent 

 

2 Site Data:  

 

2.1 Staff site visit log 

2.2 Site plans/notes 

 

3 The Photographic Record:  
 

3.1 Photographic Catalogue 

3.2 Contact Sheets 

3.3 Reference Prints 

 

4. Final Report:  

Archaeological Observation, Investigation and Recording during the installation of a low voltage 

underground electricity cable, Cottam House - Cottam House Farm, Cottam, Humber Field 

Archaeology Watching Brief Report Number 1426, December 2014 
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Figure 2  Plan showing the location of the cable trench
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Plate 1  Cottam House part of the trench viewed from the west 

 

 
Plate 2  Contexts (1001) - (1003) in the Cottam House trench 

 

 



 
Plate 3  The trench crossing the sunken road or hollow-way viewed from the south-

west, with Cottam House in the background 

 

 
Plate 4  Contexts (1001), (1002) and (1004) in western part of the trench within the 

hollow-way 



 
Plate 5  The trench within the DMV and nearing the transformer pole, viewed from 

the south 

 

 
Plate 6  Contexts (1001) and (1004) within the DMV part of the trench 
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