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1 Summary 
 

 

This assessment report presents the results of archaeological recording undertaken at 

Victoria Dock Primary School, South Bridge Road, Kingston-upon-Hull, between 

April and June 2015 

 

The monitored stripping of the car parking area demonstrated that the ground 

reduction penetrated only into relatively modern levelling-type deposits and dumps at 

the south and potentially into the very upper remnants of slighted rampart material. 

The deeper excavation of the attenuation tank appeared to only cut into dumped clay 

with some building rubble inclusions and silt staining, again relating to slighted 

rampart material. The installation of the interceptor tank was significantly deeper, and 

cut through the slight rampart material and into the rampart proper in a small, 

localised area. Further, a view of the open foundations for the new building at the 

school, the original stripping cutting only into modern hardcore surfacing, saw that no 

deposits other than that of the 20
th

 century and later were exposed. No artefacts were 

collected during this programme of works. 

 

This report concludes that sensitive design of the ground works helped to mitigate to a 

certain extent, against the exposure of the Scheduled Monument of the citadel, part of 

which underlies the school. It was clear, however, that the installation of the 

interceptor tank cut through the rampart clay which is part of the Scheduled 

Monument. 

 

The report suggests that further work at the school will clearly require a suitable 

archaeological response due to the nature of the site. 
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2 Introduction 
 

 

2.1 Site background 
 

In April to June 2015, archaeological recording, consisting of monitored stripping, 

was undertaken by Humber Field Archaeology (HFA) on land at Victoria Dock 

Primary School, South Bridge Road, Kingston-upon-Hull (Site Code VDS2014; 

National Grid Reference TA 1055 2855; see Fig 1). The work was commissioned by 

the client, Sewell Education Hull (Ltd), in support of their proposals to construct a 

new two-storey school extension linked to the existing school building, as well as a 

number of associated works including the construction of new service road, parking 

areas, bicycle stores, security fencing, new hard play spaces, new soft landscaped 

areas and the relocation of an existing sculpture. 

 

The development site is currently occupied by the primary school. The site as a whole 

is bounded to the north by grass and shrub embankments, to the south by South 

Bridge Road, to the east by open land, and to the west by a small play park. The 

development site lies within the curtilage of the Citadel, a Scheduled Monument (no. 

34710; NHLE no. 1020426), which comprises part of the c.30-acre fortifications 

which stood on this site between the 17th and late 19th centuries.  

 

Following an application by Sewell to English Heritage (EH), Scheduled Monument 

Consent for the work was granted on the 6th May 2014 by the Secretary of State for 

Culture Media and Sport under Section 2 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Areas Act 1979, subject to the conditions contained therein (see Appendix 1), principal 

amongst which requires: 

 
‘ the commissioning of a programme of archaeological work before and during the development 

in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted to and approved 

by the Secretary of State advised by English Heritage.’ 

 
A planning application (00025405H; 14/00242/FULL) for the proposed development 

was submitted to Hull City Council on 18th Mar 2014. Permission was granted for 

development on 19th May 2014, with the following condition (No 3) relating to the 

archaeological work: 

 
No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a 

programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation 

which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Local Planning Authority. The 

scheme shall provide for: 

 

i) the identification and evaluation of the extent, character and significance of archaeological 

remains within the application site; 

 

ii) an assessment of the impact of the proposed development on the archaeological remains; 

iii) proposals for the preservation in situ, or, where it can be demonstrated that this is not 

possible, for the investigation, recording and recovery of archaeological remains and the 

publishing of the findings, it being understood that there shall be a presumption in favour of 

their preservation in situ wherever possible; 
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iv) sufficient notification and allowance of time to archaeological contractors nominated by 

the developer to ensure that archaeological fieldwork as proposed in pursuance of i) and iii) 

above is completed prior to commencement of the approved development in the area of 

archaeological interest; and 

 

v) notification in writing to the Curatorial Officer of the Humber Archaeology Partnership of 

the commencement of archaeological works and the opportunity to monitor such works. 

 

Where there is to be investigation, recording and recovery of remains the applicant/developer 

shall be responsible for the commissioning of a written report of analysis and evaluation of the 

remains which shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority and be available for 

publication if appropriate (to secure the implementation, investigation and/or protection of 

archaeological remains, and to comply with policies BE31, BE32 and BE34 of the Local 

Plan). 

 

Humber Sites and Monuments Record Office (HSMR), advisors to Hull City Council 

(HCC) on archaeological matters, recommended that the evaluation required by clause i) 

of the above condition will be best fulfilled through a supervised topsoil/overburden strip 

and detailed cleaning and recording of the exposed surfaces, followed by targeted 

excavation where preservation in-situ is not possible.  
 

Humber Field Archaeology (HFA) have been appointed by Sewell Education (Hull) Ltd 

to undertake the archaeological fieldwork necessary to satisfy the conditions of the 

planning condition and the Scheduled Monument Consent; accordingly, HFA produced 

a written scheme of investigation which was submitted to EH, HSMR and the HCC and 

was subsequently approved allowing work on the site to start. 

 

 

2.2 Archaeological and historical background 
 

This short section is intended to summarise possible features of the site, and give a 

general context for the area. 

 

Site topography and geology 
 

The site lies on the north bank of the Humber Estuary on the north side of South Bridge 

Road, Kingston upon Hull. The land is currently relatively flat ground, occupied by 

access roads, hard surfacing and ground level features within the grounds of Victoria 

Dock Primary School.  

 

The underlying geology of the site is alluvial clay and silt of tidal flat deposits, over 

chalk of the Burnham Chalk Formation (geological information obtained from the 

Geology of Britain Viewer – http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html). 

 

Archaeological background 
 

The development site lies within the curtilage of the Citadel, a Scheduled Monument 

(no. 34710; NHLE no. 1020426), which comprises part of the c.30-acre fortifications 

which stood on this site between the 17th and late 19th centuries.  
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These fortifications have their antecedents in a series of three blockhouses, connected 

by a curtain wall constructed in the 16th century, which were built following the plans 

of Henry VIII, possibly partly as a reaction to the attacks on Hull during the 

Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536; although there were already town defences such as the 

town wall, and a protective chain across the mouth of the Hull, these were orientated 

more to defending the western approaches to the town, and the defences on the eastern 

side of the river seem to have been more rudimentary. 

 

In the 17th century, following restoration of the monarchy, and again possibly as a 

reaction to the loss of Hull as a strategic asset when a Parliamentary stronghold during 

the English Civil War, Charles II undertook to re-work the defences, and employed a 

Swede, Martin Beckmann, who re-modelled the area as a roughly triangular fort 

covering some 30 acres.  

 

By the middle of the 19th century, changes in technology and military strategy meant 

that the fortifications defending Hull were largely redundant, and were superseded by 

the construction of Fort Paull, around six miles downriver on the north bank of the 

Humber, where wider artillery coverage of the Humber approaches could be 

maintained. This meant redundancy for Hull Citadel, and the site was sold in 1863 

and levelled in 1864. The sheer size and scale of the fortifications meant that the site 

could not be fully cleared, and much of the structure was simply buried beneath waste 

material which was levelled to form railway marshalling yards. 

 

Previous excavations around the general area of the site have shown that much of the 

structure of both the earlier Henrician and the later post-medieval structures have 

survived in good condition, though in many cases they are buried by substantial 

amounts of dumped material derived from the slighted ramparts. Following 

recognition of the national importance of Hull’s eastern defences, the remains of Hull 

Castle, the South Blockhouse, and parts of the Citadel were incorporated into a 

Scheduled Monument on 11th August 2003. 

 

Victoria Dock Primary School sits over part of the southern arm of the Citadel. 

Previous archaeological work undertaken in 1987 and 1997 recorded a sequence of 

deposits relating to the Citadel and its subsequent demolition.  

 

The 1987 excavations 

Two trenches were cut across the line of the Citadel defences to ascertain the quality 

and extent of preservation. The work revealed that stratified deposits relating to the 

demolition of the buildings within Citadel survived at 1.15m below the ground surface 

which lay at 4.70m OD. The stone-faced sea wall and clay rampart were also reduced 

to approximately the same level. Trench 2, which lay close to the current school, 

recorded a length of brick walling assumed to be part of a building shown on the 1853 

Ordnance Survey map, as well as post-holes, slots and a gravel surface which may 

represent another, lightly-built structure within the Citadel.  

 

The 1997 excavations 

The earliest deposit identified was a thick dump of clay, a levelling deposit dating 

from the construction of the Citadel in the 1680s, while above this was located the 

inner edge of the clay rampart raised along the south curtain. The latter survived to a 

height of c. 0.5m, its top 1.1m below current ground level. Running up to the northern 
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edge of the rampart and extending over the remainder of the excavated area was the 

bedding layer for a cobbled surface, the patchy remains of which included a surface 

water drainage channel. The surface dates to the early 19th century, and is presumed 

to have been associated with the stabling of large numbers of horses as part of the 

mobile defence force based there at the time. A plan of 1807 shows stable blocks 

directly beneath the area of the excavation trenches, though substantial structural 

remains were not encountered. The extent of the surviving cobbles may, however, 

suggest the outlines of lightly-built buildings, while a single slot may represent the 

removal of an internal element of such a building; the stables must therefore have 

been temporary structures, used for a relatively short period and thoroughly 

dismantled. A dark silt layer, overlying the cobbles and the slot, may have begun to 

accumulate before disuse of the Citadel and its partial demolition in 1864/5. Features 

associated with the Citadel were sealed beneath substantial dumped deposits, 

comprising layers of domestic refuse of late 19th-century date sandwiched between 

thick layers of clay, and these raised the ground level by over a metre. 

 

Additionally, there have been several further archaeological monitoring periods at the 

site of the school during more recent development work. In 1999, a service trench 

leading from the roundabout into the school exposed, and partially damaged, the 

southerly Citadel wall. Later, post-2000 works, were much better designed and did not 

reveal any significant archaeological material. 
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3 The Excavation 
 

 

3.1 Methodology 
 

Provision was made for the archaeological supervision of all excavation on the site, in 

particular the topsoil/overburden stripping over the footprint of the proposed building 

extension, road, car park area, interceptor tank and attenuation tank. The upper surfaces 

and dumped deposits were removed by a mechanical excavator with a combination of 

toothed and bladed ditching buckets down to the required construction level in all 

areas. The toothed buckets were used on the upper, modern materials due to their 

relative hardness. 

 

The on-site excavation and recording methodology employed was in accordance with 

procedures set out in a site-specific Project Design for Archaeological Recording 

(dated 19th June 2014). 

 

Standard Humber Field Archaeology recording procedures were used throughout; 

each identified feature, or deposit, was allocated a context number, with written 

descriptions recorded on pro forma sheets. Plans and sections were drawn to scale on 

pre-printed permatrace sheets where necessary. A digital photographic record was 

maintained. The monitored excavations were surveyed using handheld GPS 

equipment, accurate to within 0.5m. No artefacts were recovered during this work and 

no environmental samples were taken. 

 

 

3.2 Results 
 

Figures 2 and 3, Plates 1 to 5 

 

The Car Park 
 

The excavation for the car park was partially completed without HFA being informed 

of the confirmation of the start of works. Approximately one third of the car park was 

excavated and backfilled with chalk hardcore levelling material. 

 

The excavation of the car park covered an irregular area measuring 43m SE-NW and 

47.50m SW-NE. In general, the depth of the excavation was around 1m below the 

current ground level at the site. 

 

At the south, the deposit in the base of the excavation consisted of a mid grey to dark 

grey cindery-silty clay, 102, containing some broken fragments of oyster shell, 

stoneware ink pots, glass fragments, plastics, and brick and tile fragments. This 

deposit probably equates to deposits 1002 and 1003 with the addition of the plastic 

pipe trenches recorded by Adamson (2012); it was not possible to differentiate the two 

during this current programme of work due to the broken natural of the soils by the 
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use of a toothed bucket during excavations. This deposit underlay the topsoil 101 up 

to 0.50m thick. 

 

At the north, the basal deposit in the trench consisted of a broadly clean mid orange 

brown clay dump with brick fragment inclusions with some dark silt staining 103. 

This may be slighted rampart material. Above it lay the topsoil 101, up to 1m thick. 

 

It was not possible to get a relationship between deposits 102 and 103 due to the 

partial backfilling of the car park area by modern chalk hardcore dumping 104. 

 

The Attenuation Tank 

 

The attenuation tank was cut through chalk levelling 104. The tank measured 10.50m 

by 7.00m and was up to 1m deep. The deposits exposed were the upper levelling 104 

up to 0.6m thick and 103 up to 0.6m thick in profile and extending below the level of 

excavation. 

 

The Interceptor Tank 

 

The interceptor tank was also cut through chalk levelling 104. Much smaller in scale 

than the attenuation tank, the dimensions for this excavation were 2.60m x 1.60m and 

up to 2.20m deep below the raised car park ground level. No access was possible to 

the base of the trench due to Health and Safety considerations; all recording was 

undertaken at ground level.  

 

The basal layer exposed was mid brown silty clay dump 110, which appears to be part 

of the rampart construction proper for the Citadel. This layer was greater than 1.07m 

thick, continuing below the level of the excavation. Above this was what appeared to 

be evidence for the later, mid-19
th

 century demolition and slighting of the monument. 

In profile, cut 110 measured between 0.37m and 0.53m deep with a relatively flat 

base, was greater than 1.80m wide SW-NE and was filled by 109 dark grey silty clay 

with chalk and non-diagnostic brick fragment inclusions. This may be evidence for 

structural clearance at the monument. Above it lay 105, a similar clay to 110, and 

probably is a reference to the slighted rampart section of the monument. 105 was up 

to 0.58m thick at the SW end of the excavation, thinning out to 0.14m thick at the NE. 

 

Cutting into this was 112, a service cut for cast iron drain and fill 111. The cast iron 

pipe contained water, so may have been a water pipe instead of a gas main. The 

backfill was greasy, dark silt. 

 

Sealing this was modern material: 106 white chalk hardcore up to 0.20m thick, 

deposit 104 up to 0.40m thick and 107 a thin band of clay, recently put down during 

the construction of the car park up to 0.10m thick. 

 

The School Extension Foundations 

 

The area of the foundations was removed of the modern tarmac and above ground 

surfacing (all modern) to a depth of around 0.2m to 0.3m below the current ground 

level exposing only a modern stone levelling surface 106. The subsequent excavation 

around the driven pile foundations showed that the modern stone levelling in this area 
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was substantial; the trenches only showing more of the same deposit 106 in their 

bases. 

 

No further monitoring was undertaken at the site. 
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4 Discussion and Recommendations 
 

 

4.1 Discussion 
 

The site sequence 

 

The excavations have clearly demonstrated that there has been minimal impact upon 

the below ground elements of the Scheduled Monument of the Citadel. It is the 

opinion of HFA that there has been some significant levelling episodes at the site 

during the original construction of the school and within its environs following the 

disuse of the area as railway sidings/marshalling yards. This was most noticeable in 

the southern area of the car park formation. The clay at the northern side of the car 

park and in the base of the attenuation tank may be evidence of dispersed, slighted 

rampart material, but the deposit was fairly mixed with evidence of some modern 

inclusions present so positive identification is problematic. The only structural 

material excavated were the remains of concrete plinths which were installed in 2012 

(Adamson 2012). The excavation of the attenuation tank also revealed the upper 

remnants of the slighted rampart remains. The interceptor tank, however, was 

significantly deeper and cut through the clays forming the Citadel rampart in this area 

of the site and the slighted remains above. 

 

The excavation of the foundations for the new school extension did not reveal any 

archaeological material. 

 

Impact assessment 

 

The impact of the excavations at the site have been broadly minimal in relation to any 

potential damage to the Citadel apart from the excavation of the interceptor tank 

installation which penetrated the rampart material to a level 2.20m below the current 

car park level. For the remainder, the a deposit consisting mostly of clay was seen 

throughout the majority of the northern side of the car park which may indicate 

dispersed and/or slighted rampart material, the darker material on the southern side of 

the car park area appears to be a mix of post-medieval to modern dumping and former 

railway sidings material. 

 

4.2 Recommendations 
 

The views and recommendations expressed in this section are those of Humber Field 

Archaeology, and will not necessarily be those of the local authority. 

 

It is clear that further development at the site will require additional archaeological 

work. Any subsequent schemes at the school will clearly have to go through the 

appropriate channels for Scheduled Monument consent and liaison with the HSMR 

with regard to getting the correct type and level of mitigation required for any further 

works at the site. 
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overlain on the Ordnance Survey base map
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Figure 2  Site plan showing areas monitoredscale 1: 1000 @ A4
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Figure 3  Recorded deposits in sectionscale 1: 20 @ A4
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Plate 1  The reduced and stoned up central corridor of the new car parking area, looking SW 

 

 
 

Plate 2  The reduced area for the car park at the northern end of the site, looking SW (1m scale) 

 



 
 

Plate 3  View showing the makeup of modern deposits in profile at the southern end of the site, looking 

SW (1m scale) 

 

 
 

Plate 4  The completed excavation of the attenuation tank showing deposit 103 in the base, looking SW 

(2m scale) 



 
 

Plate 5  The completed excavation of the interceptor tank with rampart clay 110 in the base and 

slighted rampart remnants 109/108 and 105 above. Looking NW (1m scale) 
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