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1 SUMMARY

A programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording was undertaken by
Humber Field Archaeology in advance of the construction of a house extension and associated
garage and services on land immediately to the rear of Dale Cottage, 33 Dale Road, Elloughton,
East Riding of Yorkshire.

One feature, namely a modern ditch 1005, was recorded crossing the north eastern corner of
the house extension footings. This feature is thought to be a drainage ditch associated with the
construction of the roadway connecting Dale Road to Elloughton Dale subsequently filled in
during the later construction of Dale Cottage.
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2 INTRODUCTION
2.1 Circumstances of the fieldwork

The report presents the results of a programme of archaeological observation, investigation and
recording carried out over two and a half days between the 15" and the 29" of July 2021.

A planning application for this development (reference DC/20/04120/PLF) was submitted to the
East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) on 8" December 2020. Permission was subsequently
granted on 4" March 2021, subject to a condition (no. 2) which states:

‘No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or successors in title, has
secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written
scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning
Authority. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details, and to
comply with Policy ENV3 of the East Riding Local Plan 2016.

The programme shall be carried out as approved, to protect archaeological interests: to comply
with Policy ENV3 of the East Riding Local Plan and guidance within the National Planning Policy
Framework (section 16). A pre-commencement condition is required to ensure adequate recording
and mitigation measures can be identified and incorporated into the scheme.’

The Humber Historic Environment Record Office (HHER), archaeological advisors to ERYC,
had recommended that a programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording
be undertaken to record any surviving archaeological remains which might be disturbed and/or
destroyed during development.

Humber Field Archaeology (HFA) were appointed to undertake the archaeological work and
produced a site-specific written scheme of investigation (WSI) which was submitted to and
approved by HHER and the local planning authority in advance of any work commencing on
site.

2.2 Site topography and geology

The development site occupies an area of approximately 1879mz2. It is bounded on all sides by
residential land.

The site lies at around 35m OD. The superficial deposits consist of Head-clay, silt, sand and
gravel over Ancholme Group Mudstone - (data from
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html — geology of Britain viewer).

Overlying soils are described as freely draining lime-rich loamy soils
(http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/).

2.3 Archaeological background

The site of the development lies in an important archaeological landscape. The following
description of the archaeological background to the site is in part adapted from the HHER
consultation response letter (dated 26" March 2020).

The site of the proposed development lies within a landscape containing prehistoric and
Romano-British remains. A programme of archaeological work undertaken just to the south-
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east of the application site identified a number of phases of activity dating from the prehistoric
period onwards. The earliest occupation was found to be a small worked flint assemblage. The
first of two later phases of activity consisted of late Iron Age/early Romano-British pits,
probable linear ditches and a truncated burial. The second phase of occupation dated to the 2"
to 4" century AD and comprised of pits, linear and rectilinear ditches, a possible ditched
trackway, a corn-drier and a flexed inhumation. It was believed that these features formed part
of a much larger occupation site. Further evidence of activity from the prehistoric and Romano-
British period in the area consists of fragmentary ditches to the east and a Roman 1% to 2"
century trumpet brooch recovered to the north.
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3 THE EXCAVATIONS
3.1 Methodology

The work associated with this project was carried out by staff from HFA, in accordance with
the written scheme of investigation for archaeological observation, investigation and recording
produced by HFA, (Atkinson, D. March 2021) and with reference to the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists 2014 (a) Standard and Guidance for archaeological field evaluation and (b)
Standard and Guidance for archaeological excavation

The scheme of works comprised the construction of a new house extension and associated
garage and services on land immediately to the rear of Dale Cottage, 33 Dale Road, Elloughton,
East Riding of Yorkshire.

Standard Humber Field Archaeology recording procedures were used throughout; each
identified feature was allocated a context number, with written descriptions recorded on pro
forma sheets. Plans and sections were drawn to scale on pre-printed permatrace sheets. A
digital photographic record was maintained.

3.2 Results

The footings for the house extension were machine excavated to a general depth of between
0.80 to 1m and had a general width of 0.50m to 0.60m. The excavations of the house extension
footings revealed a profile which consisted of a 0.10m thick layer of hardcore and paving slabs,
remnants of a pre-existing patio which sealed a 0.40m thick layer of dark brown topsoil which
in turn overlaid the underlying natural layer which consisted of a pale brown sand and chalk
gravel mix. The natural sand and gravel layer was consistent throughout the footings except
for the north western corner were previous excavations carried out during the original
construction of the house showed that chalk backfill had been deposited as part of the original
drainage works.

A single feature of archaeological interest was observed and recorded within the excavated
footings namely a linear ditch 1005.

Ditch 1005
Fig 3 & 4, Plate 2

This feature was observed crossing the north eastern corner of the footings for the new house
extension. This ditch was only partially observed with the remainder obscured under the
untouched area between the footings and the property limit to the east. The visible portion of
this ditch representing its western half measured 1m in width and 1m in depth was U -shaped
in profile and contained a single fill 1004 consisting of a mid-brown clayey sandy silt. No
artefactual evidence was retrieved from the excavated fill of this feature.

Ditch 1005 ran parallel with the adjacent public highway on a NE-SW alignment. The public
highway being a short single track road connecting Dale Road to Elloughton Dale. The form
and fill of this ditch together with its parallel juxtaposition to the road strongly indicates that
the ditch represents an original ditched drainage channel on the western side of the road which
pre-existed the construction of the 33 Dale Road with the ditch likely backfilled at the time of
the house construction.
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Replacement garage footings

Once the existing garage had been demolished the footings for the new garage were excavated
to a depth of 0.60m and were 0.40m wide. Similar to the extension footings a 0.10m thick layer
of hardcore and paving slabs was observed overlying a 0.40m thick layer of dark brown topsoil
which subsequently sealed a natural geological layer of mid-brown loose sand and chalk gravel
which was present throughout the footings. No features of an archaeological nature were
observed or recorded within these excavated footings and no artefacts or evidence of
archaeological activity were observed within the resultant upcast spoil.
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4 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1 Discussion of the results

During the archaeological monitoring of the works only one feature of interest was observed
and recorded namely a linear ditch 1005 running parallel to the adjacent road immediately to
the east of the property. This feature has been deemed to be contemporary with the construction
of the road and modern in nature.

A hand drawn plan of the footings for the house extension and replacement garage was created
at a scale of 1:50 and digital photos were taken of the excavations throughout the works.

4.2 Recommendations

The following is solely the opinion of HFA and may not reflect that of HHER, archaeological
advisor to the Local Planning Authority.

Though the excavations undertaken during these works did not reveal any features or deposits
of an archaeological nature except for a post medieval/modern roadside ditch it is therefore
deemed unnecessary for any further archaeological monitoring or recording at Dale Cottage at
this time, however with the location of the property being within a landscape known to be rich
in archaeology and heritage assets it is our recommendation that should further development
take place that is likely to expose underlying strata that a suitable programme of archaeological
work should be undertaken.
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Appendix 1
Context list

1000 Unstratified upcast spoil

1001 Modern paving slabs and hardcore

1002 Modern topsoil

1003 Natural sand and chalk gravel

1004 Mid brown sandy clay silt fill of ditch 1005
1005 NE-SW cut of ditch
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Site

Figure 1 General location plan (red oval) (Licence no. 100034493)
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Plate 2 Ditch 1005, north west corner of house extension footings, looking north east
(1m scale)
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Plate 4 House extension footings, looking south
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Plate 6 footprint of new garage with recently deolished garage rubble in
foreground, looking east






Plate 9 Overall shot of excavated new géragé ‘fdotings, looking east (Am scalé)
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