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1 SUMMARY 
 
In August 2021 a programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording was 
undertaken by Humber Field Archaeology in advance of the construction of a new portal 
frame agricultural building on land at Barmby Farm, York Road, Barmby Moor, East Riding 
of Yorkshire. 
 
Monitoring undertaken during the excavation of twelve foundation pits revealed a sequence 
of deposit consisting of fine yellow natural sand overlain by a thin layer of modern sandy 
topsoil. 
 
No archaeological features were identified and no artefacts were recovered. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 
 
2.1 Circumstances of the fieldwork 
 
The report presents the results of a programme of archaeological observation, investigation 
and recording was undertaken on the 9th August 2021 by Humber Field Archaeology during 
the construction of a new portal frame agricultural building on land at Barmby Farm, York 
Road, Barmby Moor, East Riding of Yorkshire (Figure 1). 
 
An application for this development was submitted to the East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
(ERYC) on 24th May 2018. Planning permission was subsequently granted on 5th September 
2018 (reference 18/01781/PLF) subject to conditions. Condition 3 stated:  
 

‘No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or successors in title, has secured 
the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of 
investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority. 
Development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details, and to comply with Policy 
ENV3 of the East Riding Local Plan.  
   
The recommendation of a programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording has 
been made because the application site lies within a major prehistoric and Romano-British landscape, 
in between two Roman roads’. 

 
The Humber Historic Environment Record Office (HHER), archaeological advisors to East 
Riding of Yorkshire Council, had recommended that a programme of archaeological 
observation, investigation and recording be undertaken to record any surviving archaeological 
remains which might be disturbed and/or destroyed during development. 
 
Humber Field Archaeology (HFA) were appointed to undertake the archaeological work and 
produced a site-specific written scheme of investigation (WSI) which was submitted to and 
approved by HHER and the local planning authority in advance of any work commencing on 
site. 
 
2.2 Site topography and geology 
 
The new building occupies an area of approximately 336m². The site in bounded to the south 
by the A1079 York Road, to the east by Lake View Holiday Park and to the north and west 
by agricultural land. 
 
The site lies at around 16.80m OD. The superficial deposits consist of Bielby Sand over 
mudstone of the Merica Mudstone group – 
(data from http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html – geology of Britain viewer).  
 
Overlying soils are described as freely draining slightly acid sandy soils. 
(http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/). 

 
2.3 Archaeological background 
 
The site of the development lies in an important archaeological landscape. The following 
description of the archaeological background to the site is in part adapted from the HHER 
consultation response letter (dated 19th July 2020).  

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
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The site of the proposed development lies within an archaeological landscape, between two 
Roman roads. The Roman road from Barmby Moor to Stamford Bridge lies to the north of 
the application site; sections of this road are still visible on aerial photographs as two parallel 
ditches. A series of apparent pits, on the same alignment as the Roman road, and at least one 
possible enclosure, lie to the north-west of the application site; these features are visible on 
aerial photographs and may represent the remains of a settlement associated with the road. 
The crop-mark of a double-ditched rectangular enclosure lies to the south of the Brough to 
York Roman road, and is surrounded by a network of rectangular field boundaries. A 
ploughed-down mound of uncertain nature and date has been recorded in the field to the west 
of the application site. 
 
 
3 THE EXCAVATIONS 
 
3.1 Methodology 
 
The work associated with this project was carried out by staff from HFA, in accordance with 
the written scheme of investigation for archaeological observation, investigation and 
recording produced by HFA, (Atkinson, D. July 2021), and with reference to the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists 2014 (a) Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching 
brief 
 
The scheme of works comprised the monitoring of the excavation of twelve foundation pits 
for the portal frame building. 
 
Standard Humber Field Archaeology recording procedures were used throughout; each 
identified feature was allocated a context number, with written descriptions recorded on pro 
forma sheets. Plans and sections were drawn to scale on pre-printed permatrace sheets. A 
digital photographic record was maintained. The locations of the trenches and the level of the 
features were surveyed relative to the Ordnance Survey National Grid and Ordnance Datum 
respectively, using survey-grade GPS equipment. Finds encountered were recorded to 
professional standards using recognised procedures and numbering systems compatible with 
the accessioning system employed by the recipient museums service (in this the East Riding 
of Yorkshire Museums Service. 
 
3.2 Results 
(Figure 2, Plates 1-4) 
 
The work entailed the excavation of twelve foundations pits in preparation for the 
construction of concrete pads to hold uprights as part of the construction of a portal frame 
farm building. 
 
The twelve pits were excavated using a 5 tonne mechanical 360° excavator. They were all 
roughly 1m square and were excavated to a depth of 0.60m. In section each pit revealed a 
natural substrate of fine yellow natural sand (2) overlain by a thin layer of modern topsoil (1) 
on average between 0.05m and 0.10m thick.  
 
Initially it was planned that the area within the foundations would be stripped of topsoil 
before a concrete raft was to be installed. However, on site it was decided that the area 
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needed building up and that the material used would be placed directly on the topsoil. 
Therefore, as no further excavations were to take place, this programme of work was 
concluded. 
 
No archaeological features were observed or recorded during the excavation of these pits and 
no artefactual evidence was observed upon inspection of the upcast spoil produced from the 
pits. 
 
 
4 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 Discussion of the results 
 
This programme of observation, investigation and recording has not revealed any evidence of 
any archaeological features or deposits and no artefacts have been recovered. It appears that 
this particular are is devoid of archaeology. 
 
4.2 Recommendations 
 
The following is solely the opinion of HFA and may not reflect that of the Humber Historic 
Environment Record, archaeological advisor to the Local Planning Authority.  
 
Though this particular area appears devoid of archaeology, it must be noted that the 
foundation pits cover such a small area and it is possible that features survive in the vicinity. 
 
It is therefore our recommendation that should further development take place which is likely 
to expose a large area of the underlying sand, a suitable programme of archaeological work 
should be undertaken 
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APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 
Context list 

(1) Sandy topsoil 
(2) Natural sand 
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Plate 1 The development site, looking north 

 

 
Plate 2 The excavation of the foundation pit in progress, looking north 

 
 



 
Plate 3 The western alignment of foundation pits, looking south 

 

 
Plate 4 The natural sand (2) beneath the topsoil (1) revealed in the foundation pits 
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