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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out 7 Brookers Corner,Wokingham  Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire (SU 8444 6428) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Richard Russett of 7 Brookers Corner, Wokingham Road, Crowthorne, RG45 7DS. Planning consent (05/01118/FUL) has been granted by Bracknell Forest Borough Council to erect a single storey kitchen extension to the rear of 7 Brookers Corner. The consent is subject to a condition relating to archaeology which requires a watching brief to be carried out during groundworks. 
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Borough Council’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr David Thomason, Archaeological Officer for Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the Borough and was carried out by Steve Hammond on 10th April 2006. The site code is BCC 06/49.
The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site is located on Brookers Corner, west of the junction of this road with the B3348 Bracknell Road, on the eastern side of Crowthorne. The site is currently a garden at the rear of 7 Brookers Corner. The underlying geology is Bracklesham Beds (BGS 1981) and the site lies at a height of approximately 95m above Ordnance Datum.

Archaeological background

The archaeological potential for the site derives from its location only 60m to the south of the Devil’s Highway (Silchester to London Roman road). It is possible that Roman roadside settlement or burial deposits are present in such a zone, as at Rapley Farm to the east (Ford 1987). Settlement like this can, on occasion, be set back some distance from the road as at Wickham Bushes, also to the east (Corney and Gaffney 1983a and b; 1985).

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposits affected by the new construction work. This involved examination of the digging of foundation and service trenches and examination of spoil heaps. 

Results

The foundation trenches for the new extension were observed, together with two service trenches. The foundations were 0.40m wide and 0.80m deep. The stratigraphy of the trenches was typically topsoil, 0.70m deep overlying mottled reddish brown sand, the natural geology. No archeological deposits were observed  in these trenches. 

Two service trenches were excavated to the rear of the extension. One was only excavated to a depth of c. 0.60m through the topsoil and did not penetrate the natural geology. The second was slightly deeper (0.72m) and showed topsoil of similar depth to that observed in the foundation trenches, c.0.70m, overlying the natural sand geology. Again no archaeological deposits were observed.

Finds

No finds were observed during the course of the fieldwork from either the trenches or resultant spoil heaps. 

Conclusion

The observed groundworks did not encounter any archaeological deposits or finds of archaeological interest. 
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Figure 1. Location of site within Crowthorne
and Berkshire.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Pathfinder 1189 SU86/96 at
1:12500. Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on Brookers
Corner. Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital
mapping. Ordnance Survey Licence 100025880

Scale: 1:1250.
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Figure 3: Foundations observed BCC 06/49
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Figure 4: Representative Section
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