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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out on land at Dolphin Cottage, Burford Street, Lechlade, Gloucestershire (SU2136 9965) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr E.J Johnson of Dolphin Cottage, Burford Street, Lechlade GL7 3AP. Planning permission is to be sought from Cotswold District Council to construct a new house and associated car parking on the plot. The application is to be accompanied by the results of an archaeological evaluation.

This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the District’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Charles Parry, Senior Archaeological Officer of Gloucestershire County Council, advising the District. The fieldwork was undertaken by Jo Pine and Natasha Bennett on 2nd May 2006 and the site code is BSL 06/51. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited at Corinium Museum in due course.

Location, topography and geology

The site is located to the rear of Dolphin Cottage off Burford Street in Lechlade. The site lies towards the north of a triangle of land formed by High Street to the south, Burford Street to the north and east and Sherborne Street to the west (Fig. 2). The plot consisted of a landscaped lawn area. The underlying geology is second terrace river gravel (BGS 1974) and this was confirmed on site as an orange sandy gravel. The site lies at c. 77m above Ordnance Datum.
Archaeological background

The site is located within the historic (medieval) core of Lechlade, at or beyond the rear of the burgage plots fronting Burford Street. The Gloucestershire Sites and Monuments Record details a number of archaeological observations which have taken place in the town centre and beyond which have begun to document the early topography and development of the town. To the north-west at Kent House on Sherborne Street, evaluation and follow-up excavation revealed middle Saxon occupation from the 6th to 9th century, followed by medieval occupation (SMR ref. 20737). It was suggested that this site indicated nucleation of settlement had taken place at Lechlade before the 10th century. Several archaeological observations have been undertaken on properties to the south on the High Street with a medieval pit and two post-medieval pits at Kestrel House (26534), pits, gullies and postholes at Barclays Bank (26534), possible medieval, and post-medieval pits at The Crown Inn (26647), and stray finds of medieval and possibly Roman pottery along with late post-medieval butchery waste at Box Tree House (21030). However an evaluation at Pigeon Close, some 70m to the south of the proposed development site failed to locate any medieval or earlier deposits though an undated ditch was revealed and the house itself used to be part of the Swan Hotel and is of 18th-century date (Oram 2005).

Several listed buildings are present on Burford Street to the east and the Swan Hotel to the south of the site has been documented from 1513 although the present hotel structure is of 17th century and later date 
Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. The specific aim of the evaluation was to determine if any archaeologically relevant levels have survived on site and if any deposits representing the late Saxon or medieval occupation of the site are present. 
There was uncertainty concerning the exact position of the footprint of the new build, it is possible it may have to be shifted slightly to the south due to the presence of an existing willow tree. Therefore it was proposed to dig a third small trench to cover both house plot locations. However in the event, due to the problem of live services both buried and overhead, a large tree stump, the willow tree and garden out-buildings, only two 8m trenches were excavated. These were located slightly less than 2m to the south of the original proposed new house location but within the possible new plot position. They were excavated by a Kubota-type machine fitted with a toothless ditching bucket under continuous archaeological supervision. All spoil heaps were monitored for finds and the trenches were hand cleaned. 

A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1.

Results
Trench 1 (Plates 1 and 2)

This was aligned approximately east-west and was 8.30m in length and 1.40m deep. Topsoil 0.30m deep overlay a sandy silt subsoil (51) which was 0.35m deep which contained post medieval red earthenware pottery. This in turn overlay at the eastern end of the trench a thin grey brown/sandy silt deposit (53) which contained four sherds of red earthenware pottery together with a residual sherd of medieval pottery. This deposit is either a buried soil or the top of the fill of a pit (3). Pit 3 was observed truncating the natural sand and gravel and although its complete plan was not observed in the trench, it was at least 2.80m east–west, 1.00m north–south and 1.00m deep. Its sandy clay fill (53) contained 27 sherds of pottery, some of these residual medieval pottery amongst mainly early post-medieval, mid 16th-century wares. It also contained animal bone which was identified as a pig aged less than one year old, a cow less than 18 months old and an unidentified foetal bovid species. A small posthole (4) was also recorded, this being 0.50m in diameter and 0.16m deep.
At the western end of the trench the subsoil had been truncated by three modern pits 8, 10 and 11. Pit 8 contained tinfoil and electric wiring but pit 10 appeared to be slightly older in date but still contained 16th-century pottery sherds together with a sherd of mass-produced white earthenware of late 19th or early 20th century date and the kick base of a green glass bottle. Pit 11 was full of modern glass fragments. All these were seen to have been cut through the subsoil and also truncated a shallow cut 9. This was 1.20m north–south at least 1.60m east–west and 0.50m deep. It contained a single sherd of Oolitic ware of late 12th-13th century date from its light grey brown sandy silt fill (60)and was possibly the truncated base of a pit or a linear feature. 

Trench 2 
This was aligned approximately east-west and was 8.00m in length. At the eastern end of the trench topsoil sealed a modern cut (1) which contained an orange gravel fill (64) containing 20th-century metal detritus and 20th-century transfer-printed ware (not retained). This cut was over 1.00m deep and truncated another modern cut (2) which was also seen just below the topsoil, truncating a subsoil deposit (51). Pit 2 was over 2.00m east–west and over 1.20m deep and contained mass-produced white earthenware of 19th/20th century date (one retained), glass bottles, one inscribed with ‘Daddies Sauce’(not retained) and modern metalwork (not retained). This feature truncated the natural and also a small pit or gully terminal (7). This was 0.35m by 0.60m and 0.15m deep. Its fill (58) was a light orange brown sandy silt with moderate pea gravel and contained a single fragment of bone.

At the western end and middle stretch of the trench, topsoil overlay a subsoil deposit (51) which was c.0.30m deep. This deposit was truncated by a modern pit (6) which although not seen fully in plan was at least 2.50m east–west and 0.80m north–south and 1.20m deep. It contained slate, a clear window glass fragment, a small fragment of brick (not retained) and iron bucket fragments. This truncated a shallow cut (5) which was over 3.50m east–west and 1.2m north–south and 0.70m deep. This was either a linear feature or a badly truncated pit and it contained nine sherds of medieval pottery of probable 13th century date and animal bone fragments. 
Finds

Pottery by Paul Blinkhorn
The pottery assemblage comprised 53 sherds with a total weight of 527g. It comprised a range of wares which are typical of sites in the region. They indicate that there was activity at the site throughout the medieval period, although the bulk of the medieval assemblage was redeposited in early post-medieval contexts.The pottery occurrence by number and weight of sherds per context by fabric type is shown in Appendix 3. 

Fabrics
The following fabric types were noted:

Gloucester-type Oolitic ware. Brown fabric, with moderate to dense oolitic limestone temper. quite hard and well-fired. Probably Gloucester type TF41B, late 11th – 12th century (Vince unpub.). 18 sherds, 101g.

Newbury-type coarsewares, late 11th – early 15th century (Mepham 1997, 51-2). Flint, sand and shell tempered ware, probably manufactured in the Savernake Forest (Mepham 1997, 65). It has a wide distribution throughout Berkshire, northern Hampshire and Oxfordshire (Mepham 1997, fig. 29). 3 sherds, 20g.

Minety-type Ware: Limestone gritted glazed ware. Mid 12th - 15th century (Mellor 1994). Glazed oolitic limestone-tempered ware. 3 sherds, 12g.

Bristol C Ware. Very hard, grey fabric with lighter surfaces. Glossy, variegated green glaze. Late 11th – 12th century (Vince unpub.). 1 sherd, 6g.

Brill/Boarstall ware. Fine, sandy glazed ware, 13th – 16th century. Earlier vessels mainly highly decorated glazed jugs (Mellor 1994). 4 sherds, 52g.

Cistercian Ware: c. AD1470-1700 (Brears 1969). Hard, smooth fabric, usually brick-red, but can be paler or browner. Few visible inclusions, except for occasional quartz grains. Range of vessel forms somewhat specialized, and usually very thin-walled (c. 2mm). Rare white slip decoration. 5 sherds, 13g

Red Earthenwares: 16th – 19th century. Fine sandy earthenware, usually with a brown or green glaze, occurring in a range of utilitarian forms. Such 'country pottery' was made at a large number of centres. 16 sherds, 312g

Mass-produced white earthenwares, 1795+. 3 sherds, 10g

Animal Bone by Ceri Falys

A total of 341 fragments of animal bone were recovered from five contexts, weighing 1447g (Appendix 4). The largest assemblage of remains was retrieved from context pit 3 (53). The other four contexts contained bone that was highly fragmented, resulting in the majority remaining unidentified. Overall the remains were very well preserved, however some evidence of damage due to root activity was observed on the highly fragmented bones. A single example of a possible cut mark was observed on an unidentifiable piece of long bone from pit/ditch 9 (60). 
At least four different animals were represented in the remains from pit 3 (53). At least one fully matured cow was present, as all identifiable long bones were completely fused. A large number of unfused skeletal elements (long bones, vertebrae, scapulae, ribs etc.) were examined. It was found that these remains represented at least three skeletally immature animal species: a pig aged less than one year old, a cow less than 18 months old and an unidentified foetal bovid species. The piglet and calf were aged based on the morphology of the unfused long bones and vertebrae, as well as the appearance of the teeth present (for example the calf M2 was just beginning to erupt). The foetal bovid was unable to be assigned to a more specific animal, as the neither long bones nor teeth demonstrated definitive characteristics of either cattle or sheep/goat species. A single small unidentifiable fragment of burnt bone was recovered from 3 (53).

Other Finds
Two fragments of clear window glass weighing 6g  and a fragment of slate weighing 20g were recovered from pit 6(57). Three clay pipe stem fragments were recovered, one from the subsoil in Trench 1, one from pit 10 (61) and one from pit 10 (63). Three iron nails were recovered from pit 3(53) and two iron fragments were recovered from pit 6 (57).

Conclusion

The evaluation has established that archaeological deposits, postholes, pits and possible linear features that date from the medieval period (probably 13th century), early post-medieval (mid 16th century) and modern periods are present within the proposal area. Although some of the early features are truncated by later features they still appear to be well defined and the finds assemblages well preserved. The 16th century pit (3) and its contents are also well preserved.
The central location with the historic core of the settlement and the positive evidence from this evaluation indicate a site of archaeological interest which may aid in the understanding of the medieval topography and the later history of Lechlade.
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at S or W end 

	Trench No.
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	8.30
	1.20
	0.65-0.92
	Topsoil 0.30m deep overlay a sandy silt subsoil (51) which was c.0.35m deep. This in turn overlay at the eastern end of the trench a thin grey brown/sandy silt deposit (53). Medieval feature 9, Post-medieval pit (3), undated posthole (4) and three modern pits 8, 10 and 11. [Plates 1, 2]

	2
	8.00
	1.20-1.40
	0.70-1.00
	At the eastern end of the trench Topsoil sealed a modern cut (1) This truncated another modern cut (2) which was also seen just below the topsoil truncating subsoil deposit (51). This feature truncated the natural and an undated small pit or gully terminal (7). 

At the western end of the trench topsoil overlay a subsoil deposit (51) which was c.0.30m deep. This deposit was truncated by a modern pit (6). This truncated a shallow cut (5) either a linear feature or a badly truncated pit


APPENDIX 2: Feature details

	Trench
	Cut
	Fill (s)
	Type
	Date
	Dating evidence

	Tr1/2
	
	50
	Topsoil
	/
	

	Tr1
	
	51
	Subsoil
	/
	

	Tr1
	
	52
	deposit or fill of Pit 3
	Mid 16th
	Pottery

	Tr1
	3
	53
	Pit
	Mid 16th
	Pottery

	Tr1
	4
	54
	Posthole
	/
	

	Tr2
	5
	55
	Pit
	13th
	Pottery

	Tr2
	5
	56
	Pit
	13th
	Pottery

	Tr2
	6
	57
	Pit
	Modern
	Glass/metal/slate

	Tr2
	7
	58
	Gully terminus or Pit
	/
	

	Tr1
	8
	59
	modern pit
	Modern
	Wire/tin foil

	Tr1
	9
	60
	Pit/ditch
	11th?
	Pottery

	Tr1
	10
	61
	Pit
	Modern
	Pottery

	Tr1
	10
	62
	Pit
	Modern
	Pottery

	Tr1
	10
	63
	Pit
	Modern
	Pottery

	Tr2
	1
	64
	Pit
	Modern
	Pottery

	Tr2
	2
	65
	Pit
	Modern
	Pottery

	Tr2
	2
	66
	Pit
	Modern
	Pottery

	Tr2
	6
	67
	Pit
	Modern
	Glass/metal/slate

	Tr2
	6
	68
	Pit
	Modern
	Glass/metal/slate

	Tr2
	
	69
	Deposit or fill of Pit 5
	/
	

	Tr2
	11
	70
	Pit
	Modern
	Glass


APPENDIX 3: Pottery occurrence by number and weight (in g) of sherds per context by fabric type

	
	
	Oolitic
	Newbury
	Minety
	Bristol
	Brill
	Cistercian
	RE
	MPWE

	F
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt

	
	U/S
	2
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	11
	
	

	0
	51
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	6
	
	
	
	
	2
	32
	
	

	
	52
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	150
	
	

	3
	53
	9
	64
	
	
	3
	12
	
	
	3
	46
	4
	9
	8
	116
	
	

	5
	55
	6
	25
	2
	19
	
	
	
	
	1
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	60
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	61
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	4
	1
	3
	
	

	10
	63
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	1

	2
	66
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	10

	
	Total
	18
	101
	3
	20
	3
	12
	1
	6
	4
	52
	5
	13
	16
	312
	3
	11


RE: red earthenware

MPWE: Mass produced white earthenware

Appendix 4: Animal bone – Number of identifiable bones per context

	Cut
	Context
	Cattle
	Sheep/goat
	Pig
	LAR
	UNID
	Total 
	Wt (g) 
	Notes

	
	52
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	28
	HF

	3
	53
	26
	
	119
	70
	117
	332
	1378
	

	5
	55
	
	2
	
	
	1
	3
	208
	

	7
	58
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	HF

	9
	60
	
	
	
	
	4
	4
	40
	HF, CM


NB: HF = highly fragmented and unidentifiable

    CM = Cut marks present
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