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Introduction

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out 10 Longworth Drive Maidenhead, Berkshire (SU 90240 82210) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Jeff Parton of Amberleigh Homes Limited, The Brewery House, 74 High Street, Marlow, Buckinghamshire., SL7 1AH.
Planning permission has been gained from the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (app no 03/39797) for the construction of apartments and associated parking, landscaping and access following demolition  of the existing  house. The consent includes a condition relating to archaeology. As a consequence of the possibility of archaeological deposits on the site which may be damaged or destroyed by groundworks, a field evaluation has been requested in order that an appropriate mitigation strategy can be drawn up if required.
This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Royal Borough’s policies on archaeology. The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr Mike Hall acting Principal Archaeologist with Reading Museum, then adviser to the Royal Borough, and by Ms Fiona MacDonald, Principal Archaeologist with Berkshire Archaeology, advisers to the Royal Borough on archaeological matters. The fieldwork was undertaken by Steve Ford and Marianne Moen on 17th July 2006 and the site code is LDM 06/40. The archive is presently held at Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Reading Museum in due course.
Location, topography and geology

The site comprises a rectangular plot of land of c. 0.15ha on the north side of Longworth Drive at its junction with Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead (Figs 1 and 2). The underlying geology of the area is mapped as river gravel (BGS 1990) and this was the geology encountered in all five trenches. The site lies at a height of 23m above Ordnance Datum. The site is currently occupied by a single detached house constructed in the late 20th century with ancillary features such as a garden shed, driveway, raised flower bed and pond.   
Archaeological background

The archaeological potential of the site has been highlighted in the brief prepared by Mr. Kev Beachus of Babtie, former archaeological advisers to the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. The site lies close to the Thames which was a location favoured for occupation in prehistoric and later times. The Thames Valley is rich in finds and sites of many periods with numerous sites having been located from the air (Gates 1975). Dredging of the river Thames especially for the Maidenhead section has also produced a large range of prehistoric and historic tools and weapons of stone, flint, bronze and iron (Ford 1987). Prehistoric occupation represented by a   scatter of struck flint and chert was present to the north on Sheephouse Road (Bowden et al. 1982) and at Lower Cookham Road, a pit or ditch containing prehistoric pottery and struck flint was also recorded (Jenkins and Mundin 2002) Evaluation trenching at Boulters Lane to the north-west, however, revealed nothing of archaeological interest (Jenkins 2003) . 

Objectives and methodology

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. Specific questions to be addressed entail:

To determine if archaeologically relevant levels have survived on the site. 

To determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present.
To determine if any deposits of prehistoric date are present.
In order to fulfil these aims, the brief provided by Babtie requested a 10% sample of the site area which equated to 5 trenches 30m long. Where features were encountered, sufficient of these were to be hand excavated to ascertain their nature and likely dates. 
Results

With regard to the various constraints on the site including live services, it was not possible to dig any 30m long trenches as intended. Six trenches were eventually dug ranging in length from 5.2m to 16.2m and in depth between 0.62m and 1.45m. All spoilheaps were monitored for finds. A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is given in Appendix 1.
Trench 1 (Figs 3 and 4)
This trench was 9.50m long and aligned NW–SE. The stratigraphy comprised turf and topsoil to a depth of 0.35m above made ground 0.36m deep above gravel. A single patch cutting the gravel was investigated but found to be shallow and contain a chalky matrix similar to the overlying made ground. No deposits or finds of archaeological interest were recovered. 
Trench 2 (Fig. 3)
This trench was 6.40m long, 0.89m deep and aligned east–west. The stratigraphy at the east end comprised turf and topsoil to a depth of 0.38m above made ground 0.5m deep above gravel. The west end was mostly occupied  by the large cut for an unmortared brick-built circular chamber, which is probably the remains of a cess pit though a second area of brickwork was present in the baulk within the main structure. The bricks were of modern dimensions and the structure is of 19th- or early 20th-century date infilled with material of similar date. The feature was not further investigated. No deposits or finds of archaeological interest were recovered. 

Trench 3 (Figs 3 and 4; Pls 1 and 2)
This trench was 16.20m long, 0.80m deep and aligned east–west. The stratigraphy comprised turf and topsoil to a depth of 0.24m above made ground 0.44m deep above gravel. Towards the western end of the trench a mortared and concreted brick wall foundation was found as was a circular brick-built structure partly exposed in the trench side with a diameter of about 1m. The sides of the latter were unmortared and made from modern bricks with a domed top which was mortared. The structure was infilled with modern made ground and is likely to be a former well. The feature was not further investigated.  A roothole was also investigated at the east end of the trench and found to contain modern items such as sherds of plant pot. No deposits or finds of archaeological interest were recovered. 
Trench 4 (Fig. 3; Pl. 3)
This trench was 9.10m long, 0.62m deep and aligned approximately north–south. The stratigraphy comprised turf and topsoil to a depth of 0.17m above made ground 0.36m deep above gravel. No deposits or finds of archaeological interest were recovered. 
Trench 5 (Fig. 3)
This trench was 14.80m long, 0.68m deep and aligned NW–SE. The stratigraphy comprised turf and topsoil to a depth of 0.22m above made ground 0.39m deep above gravel. Two mortared and concreted brick wall foundations along with a former pipe drain were revealed towards the centre of the trench. No deposits or finds of archaeological interest were recovered. 
Trench 6 (Fig. 3; Pl. 4)
This trench was 5.2m long, 0.91m deep and aligned NW–SE. The stratigraphy comprised turf and topsoil to a depth of 0.26m above made ground 0.46m deep above gravel. The natural gravel at the northern end of the site was partially truncated and infilled with modern demolition debris. No deposits or finds of archaeological interest were recovered. 

Conclusion

The evaluation did not reveal any finds or deposits of archaeological interest. Some parts of the site had been disturbed by deep truncations made in late post-medieval and modern times and it is clear that a previous building formerly occupied the site. In all areas examined, made ground, presumably from the demolition of the previous building directly overlay the natural gravel.  On the basis of these results therefore, the site does not have any archaeological potential.
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details

0m at south end
	Trench No.
	Length (m)
	Breadth (m)
	Depth (m)
	Comment

	1
	9.50
	1.6
	0.89
	0-0.35m Turf and topsoil; 0.35-0.71m made ground; 0.71m+ natural  gravel

	2
	6.40
	1.6
	0.87 (E)

1.45 (W)
	0-0.35m Turf and topsoil; 0.35-0.85m made ground; 0.85m+ natural  gravel. Modern cut for cess pit from 3.3-6.4m

	3
	16.20
	1.6
	0.80
	0-0.24m Turf and topsoil; 0.24-0.70m made ground; 0.70m+ natural  gravel. Modern wall at 2m, well at 3.5m and roothole at 16m [Plates 1 and 2]

	4
	9.10
	1.6
	0.62
	0-0.17m Turf and topsoil; 0.17-0.53m made ground; 0.53m+ natural  gravel [Plate 3]

	5
	14.80
	1.6
	0.65
	0-0.22m Turf and topsoil; 0.22-0.61m made ground; 0.61m+ natural  gravel. Brick wall/concrete foundations and pipe at 5m and 7m

	6
	5.20
	1.6
	0.91
	0-0.26m Turf and topsoil; 0.26-0.71m made ground; 0.71m+ natural  gravel. Modern disturbance of natural gravel at 4-5.2m. [Plate 4]
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Figure 1. Location of site within Maidenhead
and Berkshire.
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Figure 2. Detailed location of site on Longworth
Drive.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital mapping under
licence. Scale 1: 1250
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Figure 3. Location of trenches. LDMO06/40
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Figure 4. Representative sections of trenches 1 and 3. LDM06/40
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